On the Margin of Philosophy: the Abbe Coyer in the French Enlightenment. by Kaplan, Jane Payne
Louisiana State University
LSU Digital Commons
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses Graduate School
1970
On the Margin of Philosophy: the Abbe Coyer in
the French Enlightenment.
Jane Payne Kaplan
Louisiana State University and Agricultural & Mechanical College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_disstheses
This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at LSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses by an authorized administrator of LSU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
gradetd@lsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kaplan, Jane Payne, "On the Margin of Philosophy: the Abbe Coyer in the French Enlightenment." (1970). LSU Historical
Dissertations and Theses. 1730.
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_disstheses/1730
■" ! 1 fi , >>■
f A1 ' 1 A M , [ 1 [ [( ■ I ■' | 1 ;< ■ , I ' < ' V
! .'N 1 HI . MAI- ' UN ■: ■: ! 11 ] ],('■ .1 ■ f ■ M Y : TM J A II.
i hi n- ini; h i ni . i ■ ;h u .nmi N'i . I i i t ; . : ;
‘ ‘1' ■ I c IJ 1 L 1 I 1 i ■ t | t I ■ I : 1. 1 VI ■ t  ; 1 V M ! A  1 ’ ! i I i : ’ i , ) I ;
n, ! M i ■ i I. i ! r, i | . . f , . ,  I'!, . p. , I
I« n 11111 ■ i' ’ ■ i r l ; i ., i t * ■ t ’.) t ' j r1 * ■ , :-h ■ i * ■ f r i
U n i v e r s i t y  M i c r o f i l m s ,  Inc. ,  A n n  A r b o r ,  M i c h i g a n
1 ■ Y ! .  J I f ]
t : i,
I 111 . ;■ 1 t a t  1 N i IA:. I'LCN M 1 c K' I LM.LP i >. A<' !'; .V A'■ l-H1 \ IV 1.1
ON THE MARGIN OF PHILOSOPHY:
THE ABB0 COYER IN THE FRENCH ENLIGHTENMENT
A D i s s e r t a t i o n
S u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  G r a d u a t e  F a c u l t y  o f  t h e  
L o u i r ' a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  and M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  
D o c t o r  o f  P h i l o s o p h y
i n
The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e s
by
J a n e  Pa yne  Ka p l an  
B . A . ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  1959
J a n u a r y ,  19 7 0
It:.!1;(_* !io t <; ;
This i s ori>', co;-'/, ,one
; <j, e lu3Vtj vfirv l iei it  tv/fl,  
r 1 lne>l fi:. rues i veil .
I'nivursitv M i cr<) f I Ins .
In  h on o r  o f  my p a r e n t s ,  and  
w i t h  humblo th a n k s  t o  my h u sb a n d .
11
TABLE OF CONTENTS
A B S T R A C T ..........................................................................................  i v
I THE PROBLEMS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WHITER
AND HIS E P O C H ................................................................................ 1
F o o t n o t e s  C h a p ter  I ........................................................... 33
I I  THE LIFE AND WORKS OF GABRIEL FRANCOIS COYER . 9 5
F o o t n o t e s  C h a p te r  I I  .....................................................  128
I I I  COYER'S LITERARY PHILOSOPHY ............................................ I 95
F o o t n o t e s  C h ap ter  I I I  .....................................................  182
IV AN EXAMINATION OF COYER'S S T Y L E .....................................191
F o o t n o t e s  C h a p te r  IV ........................................................... 260
V THE ABBE'S HEAVENLY C I T Y ..........................................................26?
F o o t n o t e s  C h a p te r  V ........................................................... 290
CONCLUSION 29 b
BIBLIOGRAPHY .....................................................................................  302
A P P E N D IX ................................................................................................... 3P0
V I T A .............................................................................................................. 323
1 1 1
ABSTRACT
In  a c e n t u r y  w h i c h ,  w h i l e  b o a s t i n g  o f  i t s  t h i n k e r s  
and p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  g r a n t e d  th e  s p e c i a l  f a v o r  o f  g l o r y  t o  
o n l y  a  few among t h a t  number, t h e r e  e x i s t e d  on t h e  m a r g in  
o f  th e  c e l e b r a t e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  many w r i t e r s  who c o n s i d e r e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  members o f  t h a t  s p e c i a l  g r o u p .  H e r e i n  I have  
a t t e m p t e d  a  s t u d y  o f  G a b r i e l  F r a n c o i s  C o y e r ,  a u t h o r ,  an d ,  
a s  he d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f ,  wpr& tre  s a n s  p r & t r i s e " .  In  r e ­
v i e w i n g  t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  t h o s e  who c h o s e  w r i t i n g  a s  a p r o ­
f e s s i o n  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  one c a n  s e e  how C o yer ,  
l i k e  many a u t h o r s ,  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  c e n s o r s h i p ,  pub­
l i s h e r s ,  p a t r o n s ,  and w i t h  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r o a d b l o c k s  
t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  f e l l  i n  h i s  p a t h .  L o o k in g  a t  C o y e r ' s  l i f e  
and h i s  works we w i t n e s s  t h e  manner i n  w h ic h  he c o p e d  w i t h  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was n o t  among t h e  f a v o r e d  few  who would  
rem ai i i  i n d e l i b l y  i m p r i n t e d  upon t h e  p a g e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  h i s ­
t o r y .  H is  s t y l e  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  p r o b le m s  a s  a m a r g i n a l  
p h i l o s o p h e r ,  and t h o s e  w h ich  f o l l o w e d  him a s  a p e r s o n a l i t y  
l i v i n g  w i t h  an i l l u s t r i o u s  f a m i l y ,  a t t e n d i n g  s a l o n s ,  s e e k i n g  
m em b ersh ip  i n  a c a d e m i e s .  The abb® had a  w e l l - d e f i n e d  
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  He s p o k e  o f  i t  o f t e n  i n  h i s  
w r i t i n g s ,  and i n  i t s  own t u r n ,  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  p r o f f e r e d  
much i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a u t h o r  h i m s e l f .  C o y e r ' s  i d e a l
i  /
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s o c i e t y  showed him t o  be a  man c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a m e l i o r a ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  era. T h is  s t u d y  o f  G a b r i e l  F r a n c o i s  C oyer  I s  
n o t  I n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  he was a  s u f f e r i n g  a u t h o r  m i s ­
u n d e r s t o o d  by h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ;  r a t h e r ,  t o  show t h a t  he  
I s  one e x a m p le  o f  a v e r y  l a r g e  and i m p o r t a n t  s e g m e n t  o f  
F re n c h  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y  w h i c h ,  w i t h  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  e x a m p l e s ,  
c o u l d  o p e n  upon an  u n t a p p e d  and e x c i t i n g  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  c e n ­
t u r y  .
CHAPTEH I
THE PROBLEMS OK THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WRITER AND HIS EPOCH
Every  l i t e r a r y  c e n t u r y  i n o u t l i n e d  by t he  famous a u t h o r s  
whose  names and works  o u t l i v e  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s  
o f  t h e i r  e r a .  The number who s u c c e e d  i n  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  mark i s  
i n f i n i t e l y  s m a l l  compared t o  t h e  number who t r i e d ,  r u s e  f o r  
a s h o r t  w h i l e  and r e t r e a t e d  t o  t he  r anks  o f  the* l e s s e r  known,  
bot h  the  famous and the  unknown s p e l l  o u t  t r u t h s  r e g a r d i n g  
l i f e ,  d e s i r e s ,  h a b i t s ,  s h o r t c o m i n g s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  I t  i s  a r e l a t i v e  t " u f h ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  b i a s e d  
by t h e i r  own p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  their* p r i v a t e  l i v e s ,  and t h e i r  
t emperament  s . r’o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  when s e e k i n g  t he  r e a l  s u b s t a n c e  
o f  t he  l i f e  and t i m e s  o f  a c e n t u r y ,  a r e i g n  or a d e c a d e ,  one  
must  f o r g e  beyond t he  f a c a d e  o f  what  r e ma i n s  a s  l i t e r a r y  h i s ­
t o r y ,  c r y s t a l l i z e d  a f t e r  the  p a s s a g e  o f  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  
Lime,  anti delve-  i n t o  the- r i c h n e s s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x i s t e n c e  
by means o f  the- c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  Lhemse i v e s  — t he  J t s s e r  known 
p e r h a p s  more t han t he  c e l e b r a t e d  one; ; .  I t  i s  t h e y  who r e ­
f l e c t  t u e  h a p p e n i n g s  and h a b i t s ,  the  whims and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  
t h a t  t he  w r i t e r s  i n  t o d a y ' s  a n t h o l o g i e s  may n o t  have  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t .  Thes e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  hard to  f i n d .  Once 
f o u n d ,  t h e y  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  to know due to 
t h e  penury  o f  m a t e r i a l  about,  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e i r  l e a s t  known
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p i e c e s  may h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  e n t i r e l y .  They a r e  v a l u a b l e  
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  same  
h a r d s h i p s  a s  t h e  now famous  a u t h o r s .  They a l l  ran t h e  same  
r i s k s ,  w r o t e  f o r  t he  same p u b l i c ,  arid f o u g h t  to  r e c e i v e  r e c o g ­
n i t i o n  i n  t he  same m i l i e u x .  No m a t t e r  what  c e n t u r y  e n c o m p a s s e s  
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e s e  men o f  l e t t e r s  a r e  the  e n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  i t s  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  The c h a n g e s  t h e y  r e f l e c t  a r e  t h o s e  whi ch u l t i ­
m a t e l y  s e t  t he  s t a g e  f o r  t he  nexL g e n e r a t i o n .
The l i g h t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  " c i r c l e  d e s  l u m i £ r e s "  o f t e n  
became a s p o t l i g h t  upon t he  p h i l o s o p h e  whose  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i t  
d e s c r i b e s .  Ca n d i d a ,  K i g a r o ,  E m i l e ,  e v e n  the  E n c y c i o p S d i e  em­
body t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  a u t h o r s .  The mere  
names o f  V o L t a i r e ,  B e a u m a r c h a i s ,  Ro u s s e a u  and D i d e r o t  command 
a t t e n t i o n ,  J u s t  a s  d i d  C o r n e i l l e  or  R a c i n e  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  But i n  t he  c a s e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w r i t e r ,  
t h e  man o f  l e t t e r s  was o f t e n  a r e c l u s e ,  famous o n l y  f u r  h i s  
l i t e r a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s . Hi s  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o u n t e r p a r t  
c hange d  t h e  i mage  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n :  no l o n g e r
s o l i t a r y ,  he became e n g a g S . e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t he  H i t t e r 1 h a l f  o f  
t h e  c e n t u r y .  C o r n e l l  If; and R a c i n e  can e r r o n e o u s l y  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  body o f  c l a s s i c a l  t r a g e d y ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  wh o l e  o f  n e o ­
c l a s s i c a l  drama.  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s  m o n o l i t h i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y  e n c o u r a g e d  m u l t i p l i c i t y  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e  
and p o p u l a r i t y ;  many a u t h o r s  s h a r e d  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e  i n  a  g i v e n  
g e n r e ,  and many a u t h o r s  were  t a l e n t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  g e n r e s  a t  
t h e  same t i m e .
i n  t e e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  trie company o f  t h e  man o f  l e t ­
t e r s  was s o u g h t  a f t e r ,  c o n s i d e r e d  p r e s  t i g i ous  . I f  meant.
s o m e t h i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  how many a u t h o r s  r e c e i v e d  o n e ' s  
p a t r o n a g e .  Men o f  l e t t e r s  were  found w h e r e v e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  had f r e e  r e i g n .  The c r e a t i o n  o f  s a l o n s ,  c l u b s ,  
d i n n e r ' s ,  a c a d e m i e s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
o f f e r  c o n c r e t e  t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  t h e i r 1 u n i o n  wi t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
s o c i e t y  . ^
P u b l i c  t a s t e  and d e s i r e s  c h a n g e d  a s  w e l l  a s  t he  p e r s o n a l  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  w r i t e r s .  O b v i o u s l y  n o t  e v e r y o n e  was c r e a t i v e .  
C e r t a i n l y  t h e  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  was s ma l l  and o f  u n e q u a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  A l t h o u g h  i n t e r e s t  i n t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 
e x p e r i m e n t a l , e x p a n d e d ,  t he  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  
were  as  d i v e r s e  as  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  whi ch f a v o r e d  them.
Ways o f  t h i n k i n g  and p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  i f  p h i l o s o p h i e s  t h e y  w e r e ,  
v a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c i r c l e s  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  whi ch one  
t r a v e l e d .  D u e l o s  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who pub­
l i c i z e d  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and Bought  p a t r o n a g e :
1 Le gofct d e s  L e t t  r e s  , d e s  S c i e n c e s  e t  d e s  Ar t s  , 
a g a g nS  i n s e n s i b l e m e n t , & i l  e s t  venu & un 
p o i n t ,  que  c eux  q u i  ne l ' o r i t  pas  d* i n c l  i n a t i o r i ,  
I ' a f f e c t e n t  par  a i r .  On a done  r e c h e r c h S  c e u x  
q u i  l e s  c u l t l v e n t ,  & i l s  o n t  5 t 8  a t t i r S s  dans  
l e  inonde &. p r o p o r t i o n  de 1 ' a g r S m e n t  qu*on a 
t r o u v S  da ns  l e u r  c omme r c e . "^
D e s p i t e  t h e  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t a s t e s  and p l e a s u r e s  o f  s o c i e t y ,
t h e r e  was a common me a s ur e  o f  v a l u e .  D u e l o s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t
men o f  l e t t e r s  were  drawn i n t o  s o c i e t y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t he
amount  o f  e n j o y m e n t  whi c h  one  d e r i v e d  from them,  bot h a s
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and from t h e i r  work s . ^  Who, t h e n ,  p l e a s e d  t he
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  or  p s e u d o - i n t e L l e e t u a l  ?
Which a u t h o r s  s e d u c e d  t he  c n L i g h l e n e d  m e n t a l i t y ?  I t  was not
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t h e  t r u e  e r u d i t e .  T h i s  t y p e  was  h a r d  t o  f i n d  b e c a u s e  h i s  
e n d e a v o r s  we r e  r a r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  o r  p u r s u e d .  I t  was'  u s u ­
a l  l y  n o t  t he  a u t h o r s  o f  s c i e n c e s  e x a c t e s , a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  we r e  r e c o g n i z e d  and s o m e t i m e s  r e w a r d e d . The 
mo s t  d e s i r e d  company were  t h e  beaux e s p r  1 t s  , who s e  rmir. ■ 
l i d  n u t  a l w a y s  f a i l  e a s i l y  from t h e  t o n g u e  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i tn t h e  1 111e  p h i l o s o p h e s  .
The o ' a s i e s t  t o  recuAgni ze  an? o f  c o u r s e  t he  s h i n i n g ;  p e r ­
s o n a l i t i e s  whose* t a l e n t s  e a r n e d  them l a s t i n g  s u c c e s s .  The 
p u b l i c  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  M o n t e s q u i e u s ,  M a r m o n t e l s ,  d ' A l e m b e r t s  
and M a r i v a u x s .  In another* c a t e g o r y  wore  t he  a u t h o r s  whom? 
words  were  d e s e r v i n g  and n a i l e d  as  s u c c e s s e s ,  but  whose  p r e s ­
e n c e  c o n t r i b u t e d  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g .  Much p r e ­
f e r r e d  was t h e  w r i t e r  "dont  I ' c s p r i t  e s t  d ' un u s a g e  p l u s  
v a r i f t ,  i  d 1 une a p p l i c a t i o n  . noi ns  d S c i d S c  & p l u s  S t e n d u e . " ' 1 
,J o u r n a l s s u c h  a s  Le s  M&moi r e s  de  TrSvoux and _Le J o u r  rial d e s  
s a v a n t s  a bound i n  curnptes  r e n d u s  o f  t i t l e s  wh i c h  have  beta;  
f o r g o t t e n ,  r a r e l y  r e s u r r e c t e d  f o r  more t h a n  s t a t i s t i c a l  
s t u d i e s  o r  t e d i o u s  m o n o g r a p h s .  T h e s e  o b s c u r e ,  u s u a l l y  m e d i ­
o c r e  w o r k s ,  by a u t h o r s  w i t h o u t  e l e e  t r  i 1'y i ng p e r s o n a l i t i e s  or* 
f amous  na me s ,  wor ks  wh i c h  i n s p i r e d  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  f f e e l i n g l y  
ana we r e  n e v e r  r e p u b l i s h e d ,  c a n  d e p i c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  o p i n i o n s  
and f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
The r e a c t i o n s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e a d e r s  t o w a r d s  what  t h e y  
l i v e d ,  saw and r e a d  a r e  l i k e  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  a h o u s e  o f  
m i r r o r ’s wher e  t h e  suine l i k e n e s s  i s  v i e w e d  from my r i ad  a n g l e s ,  
who*re e a c h  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  i t s  s i n g l e  a s p e c t ,  and where  no
c l e a r  p a t h  can be s e e n  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  l i v i n g  i ma g e .  The 
t h e s e s  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  g r e a t  v o i c e s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t o  whom 
c r i t i c s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c o r d  t h e  p a t e r n i t y  o f  t h e i r  i d e a s ,  a r e  
r a r e l y  t h e  c r e a t o r : ;  o f  more t h a n  t he  s c a f f o l d i n g  and s t r u c ­
t u r e  o f  what  i s  p r e s e n t e d .  A l a r g o  p e r t i o n  e f  what  the  
famous phi  Losophes  s a i d  had a l r e a d y  be e n  s a i d  b e f o r e  them.  
And what  t h e y  s a i d ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  i n f l u e n t i a l  oody o f  c e l  
br a t e d  t h i n k e r s ,  was r e p e a t e d ,  r e m o u l d e d ,  v i ewed m u l t i f a r i ­
o u s l y  by t he  l e s s  o r i g i n a l ,  L e s s e r  remembered wri ter*:; ,  whom 
Mornet  c a l l s  wr i  t e r s  o f  ” t ro i s i^rne o r d r e  , " b The c l a s s i f i c a ­
t i o n  and r a n k i n g  o f  w r i t e r s  t a k e s  p l a c e  as  t hey  become l i t e r  
ar y  h i s t o r y ,  v i e we d  by a p o s t e r i t y  whi c h  f i n d s  a n i c h e ,  a 
c o m f o r t a b l e  s h e l v i n g ,  and g r a d u a l l y  p l a c e s  l e s s e r  read works  
more and more o ut  o f  r e a c h ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  n a r r o w i n g  down and  
s i m p l i f y i n g  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s  who f o l l o w .  The t h i r d  r a t e  
w r i t e r  may have  had a b r i e f  s o j o u r n  w i t h  author*.; o f  prem i e r 
uru r e . The a u t h o r  wr o t e  to  p l e a s e  t he  p u b l i c  t a s t e .  The 
l e s s e r  known w r i t e r s  m i r r o r e d  t h e i r  s o c  i e t y  w h i 1e s p r e a d  i ng 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  i d e a s  and t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  famous men among t he  
s a l o n s  and i n  the  pe t i  t e  b o u r g e o i s  ie*. <7 T h e i r  books, and l e a f  
l e t s  became d o g - e a r e d  and s o i l e d  as  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  from hand 
t o  ha n d .  One has  o n l y  t o  c o n s u l t  t he  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  o f  the  
c e n t u r y  t o  set; t h a t  T h i e r i o t  r e c e i v e d  a pa mp hl e t  from V o l t a  1 
r e a d  i t  and p a s s e d  i t  on t o  B o u r e t  or  someone  e l s e .
Whi l e  t h e  po l . ygraphe  o f  s h o r t - l i v e d  fame s e r v e d  t he  pur  
po s e  o f  r e f l e c t i n g  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i f e  and i d e a s ,  lie may have  
f e l t  that., t h i s  same s o c i e t y  had an unpa i d  debt,  t owar ds  h i m. ^
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D u c l o s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  was o n l y  j u s t  f o r  him t o  c e d e  h i s
p l a c e  t o  t h o s e  o f  more l a s t i n g  f a m e .
MLe s  hommes de  t a l e n s  d o i v e n t  a v o i r  p l u s  de  
c f t l A b r i t S ,  c ' e s t  l e u r  r e c o m p e n s e .  Le s  g e n s  
u* e s p r i t  d o i v e n t  Lr o u v e r  p l u s  d ' a g r e m e n t  d a n s  
It1 commercr-j  p u i s p u ' i l s  c n  pur* tent ,  da v a n t a g e  
H 9• • *
A LI f a c e t s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  . l i f t ;  a s  a member o f  r u d e l y  
were  d e t e r m i n a n t s  in h i s  c a r e e r ,  Beyond l e  p e u p l o , t he  
s o c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  had an e nor mo u s  
i n f l u e n c e  on t he  b u d d i n g  a u t h o r .  The s c o p e  and b r e a d t h  o f  
h i s  e d u c a t i o n — i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e - . - d e p e n d e d  h e a v i l y  on f a m i l y  
s t a n d i n g .  J 1’ I.he w r i t e r ' s  f  am i 1 y c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  him 
an e d u c a t i o n  beyond r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  nit; name , he g e n e r ­
al  1 y a t t e n d e d  a c a t h o l i c  s c h o o l — a J e s u i t  one.- i f  he  were  
f o r t u n a t e .  Thorn he r e c e i v e d  a s o u n d  c l a s s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
wher e  Greek and e s p e c i a l l y  L a t i n  we r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p r i ma r y  
per - i t  t o n .  The m o t h e r  t o n g u e  was n e g l e c t e d .  Wi th t h i s  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n  i n mi nd ,  i t  woul d t*' n a t u r a l  t o  e x p e c t  t he  boy to  
have- a p e n c h a n t  f o r  Lnt e l  1 r e t u a l  p u r s u i t s ,  and p e r h a p s  t o  
i n f l u e n c e  t he  o t h e r  hoys  o f  hi ;;  f a m i l y  t o wa r d s  a e . l e r i o u l  o r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a r e e r . ^  I f  t h e  f a m i l y  were  w e l l  p l a c e d  
s o c i a l l y ,  a t  c o u r t  o r  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l i e s ,  o n c e  
t h e  w r i t e r  be g an  t o  p r o d u c e ,  he  had a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  r e a c h ­
i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ;  t h e  l e s s e r  n o b i l i t y  
wa n t e d  t o  r e a d  what  t h e  g r e a t e r  n o b i l i t y  r e a d ;  and i f  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  word were  s p o k e n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p e r s o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  
c o u l n  a'^oiu mo s t  c e n s o r s h i p  pro He r n s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y .  
T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  ( t h e  s o c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t he
7
f a m i l y , e d u c a t i o n ,  and r e l i g i o n )  a l s o  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  sway  
upon t he  s i z e  o f  h i s  book m a r k e t . H
Th" w r i t e r  who r e a c h e d  m a t u r i t y  b e f o r e  1 750  o f t e n  had 
f a m i l y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  v i s - & - v i s  h i s  c a r e e r .  These  a u t h o r s
m o s t l y  came from mo d e s t  or  l e s s  than mo de s t  b a c kg r o un ds  
whi c h  p r o v i d e d  l i t t l e  or- r;o m a t e r i a l  a i d  in t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  
b e h a l f .  On t he  o t h e r  hand,  i 1' the  f a m i l y  was i n a p o s i t i o n  
t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i t  u s u a l l y  r e f u s e d  from t h e  f i r s t ,  moment, 
t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  was shown.  I f  t he  y o u t h  
s t u b b o r n l y  p e r s i s t e d ,  he mi g h t  e x p e c t  i mme d i a t e  s e v e r a n c e  
from a i l  f a m i l y  t i e s  f o r  h i s  c h o i c e  i n  v o c a t i o n
In a d d i t i o n  to  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s ,  t he  a u t h o r 1 s u f f e r e d  
o t h e r  ma t e r i a l ,  w o e s .  Hi s  w r i t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  were  f a r  from 
d e s i r a b l e .  Hi s  d e c k ,  c h a i r ,  and l i g h t i n g  were  m e d i e v a l  a t  
b e s t ,  c e r t a i n l y  no t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  c o m f o r t .  De p e n d i n g  upon 
t h e  s i z e  o f  h i s  room,  tie;  h e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  were  o f t e n  
/ i r o s s j y  i nsu f f i  c i e n t . 1 5 Once a t  work,  he was l u c k y  i f  s t r e e t  
n o i s e s ,  vendor's* c r i e s ,  a n i ma l  s o u n d s ,  and numerous  c hur c h  
b e l l s  p e a l i n g  d i d  not  d i s t u r b  id. ;  rrteu i t a t i o n .  When he w r o t e ,  
i t  was on t h i c k ,  bu l ky  p a p e r ,  w i t h  a : wa n ,  goes*- ,  or  r ave n  
q u i l l  pen and i n f e r i o r  ink r e s e m b l i n g  muddied w a t e r .  A s u b ­
s t i t u t e  f o r  qu i  j . I s  and ink was l e a d  penci l : - ; ,  w i t h  bread as  
e r a s e r s , - ^  Worthy o f  a s t u d y  i n  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  probl em o f  
t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l s .  A c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  cum­
bersome f o l i u s  c o u l d  o f t e n  depend on p e r s o n a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  or  
t he  p r o p e r  c o n t a c t s ,  o nc e  t he  s o u r c e  was l o c a t e d .  The e r a  
o f  the  t i n c y c l o p &d i e  saw g r o a t  s t r i d e s  in p r i n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,
u
but  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l a r g e  numbers  o f  t e x t s  was s t i l l  r e s e r v e d  
f o r  t h e  w e a l t h y .  The s e  were  n o t  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  wh i c h  
a d e d i c a t e d  man wo u l d  want  t o  s p e n d  many h o u r s  hard a t  work,  
s u c h  a s  d i d  Be r n a r d  de Mo n t f a u c o n  ( 1 o t t - l 7^1)  who f o r  n e a r i y  
h a l  f  a c e n t u r y  s p e n t  t h i r t e e n  to  f o u r t e e n  hour:; e a c h  uay  
a t  h i s  t a s k . 1 J
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  what  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n s i d e r e d
n e c e s s a r y  c r i t e r i a  l o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  homme de l e t t r e s .
h i r s t  he must  be j u d g e d  by a s e a s o n e d  s c h o l a r - .  Then,
" . . . i l  a p p r o f  o n d i  r a , i l  coi t i parera,  11 tie eomp-  
t e r a  ni  l e s  lieu r e s ,  r i  i e s  j o u r s  pour  d S c o u v r i r  
ce  qu i  p e u t  c o n t r i  buer* & l a  p e r f e c t i o n  de s on  
u u v r a g e ." 1 (;
i l l s  t h r e e  c r i t i c s  w e r e ;  t h e  a u t h o r *  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t s
and o t h e r  c r i  t i e r s ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  p u b l i c .  The d e d i c a t i o n
t o  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  h a r d l y  l e s s  t han  t h a t  o f  a r e l i g i o u s :
" , . . i i  d o i t  p r o c u r e r  & s o n  e s p r i t  l a  l i b e r t S ,  
a- s e  c h o i s i r  urr* s i t u a t i o n  L e l i e  quo ee  q u ' i l  
d o i t  & s o n  c o r p s  n 1 a 1 t-Sre j a m a i s  s o n  time . Le 
e f t l i b a t  e s t  l ' f t t a t  q u i  l u i  c o n v i e n t  l e  m i e u x .
Let; m u s e s ,  t o u t e r  v i e r g e s  q u ' e l l e c  s e n t ,  tie 
s e n t  pas  e x e mp t e  / S i c 7 '  de l a  j a l o u s i e . "  '
C e l i b a c y  had a n o t h e r  a d v a n U p e  Lou: t h e r e  was o n l y  one  mouth
t o  f e e d  .
The s i t u a t i o n  was n o t  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t he  t ime  
o f  R o n s a r u .  T h i s  p o e t  e a r n e d  riot a  c e n t  from t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  h i s  wo r k s ,  but  l i v e d  en gr and  s e i g n e u r  from numerous  p e n ­
s i o n s ,  a  c u r a t e ,  two a b b e y s ,  s e v e r a l  p r i o r i e s ,  and handsome  
g i f t s  l i k e  t he  d i a mo nds  from h i  i r . abe t h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t he  s i l v e r  
b u f f e t  wor t h  TjUdo f r a n c s  from nar y  L t u a r - t . 1 '1 I f  a:i a u t h o r  
h i d  not  have  a n-ime whi ch crew e s t e e m  s u c h  a s  d o n s a r u , end
i f  h i s  w o r k s ,  a l t h o u g h  o f  v a l u e ,  d i a  n o t  m e r i t  a f i r s t  p l a c e  
r a n k i n g ,  he s t i i l  had a  c h a n c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  c h o s e n  p r o f e s ­
s i o n  p r o v i d e d  he c o u l d  a t t r a c t  f un ds  from o t h e r  s o u r c e s .
The a u t h o r  who a c q u i r e d  w e a l t h  from i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  t h r o u g h  
ri i s  own e f f o r t s  ( n o t  i n c i u s i n g  w r i t i n g ) , ^  was as  f o r t u n a t e  
as  he who r e c e i v e d  a l u c r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t he  Church,  
e s p e c i a l l y  g i v e n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t he  n a t i o n ' s  w e a l t h  i n  
t.he f i r s t  e s t a t e .  he s i  d e s  a c q u i r e d  w e a l t h  arid c hur c h  b e n e ­
f i c e s ,  t h e  s c h o l a r  c o u l d ,  l i k e  Marut and s o  many o t h e r s ,  a t ­
tempt  t o  g a i n  f a v o r  w i t h  p e o p l e  o f  h i g h  r; tand i ng and ful l ,  
p u r s e s  who wuulu a c t  a s  p a t r o n s .  Lt.su.; wh ims i ra l  arm s L s u u i e r  
were  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  j o h s  whi ch b r o u g h t  in a s a l a r y :  s o l ­
d i e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  p h a r m a c i s t ; ; ,  a c t o r s ,  p a i n t e r s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
wa t c hma k e r s  ( B e a u m a r c h a i s ) .  C l o s e r  t o  h i s  t r u e  c a l l i n g  were  
v o c a t i o n s  l i k e  p r o o f r e a d i n g ,  p u b l i s h i n g ,  p r i n t i n g ,  or  j o u r n a l  
i sm ( BrS r o n ) .  Many p r e f e r r e d  Jaw or1 t e a c h i n g ,  wh i c h  i n c l u d e d  
p r i v a t e  t u t o r i n g ,  e v e n  i n  s u b j e c t s  a b o u t  whi c h  one  knew 
not hr  ng, ( Hous ee au ) .
A s t e a d y  s a l a r y  a s  .a t e a c h e r  c o u l d  be a c o m f o r t ,  out. not  
an e s p e c i a l l y  we 1 1 - p a y i n g  o n e .  Hav i ng  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  
1 i  cerice  from t h e  S o r b o n n e  i n  1 7 f 7 ,  I ' abbf t  de Morel  l e t  r e c o u n t s  
i n  h i s  Mt moi r es  t h e  pr obl e m o f  l o c a t i n g  a p o s i t i o n ,  IT; e r e  
was a b s o l u t e l y  no h e l p  from h i s  f a m i l y .  To c o n t i n u e  f i n d i n g  
s h e l t e r  unde r  t h e  S o r b o n n e ' s  r o o f ,  Morel  l e t  woul d have  had 
t o  go on f o r  Ml e  bo n ne t  de d o c t e u r " ,  wiLh f e e s  from 70b t o  
HOd f r a n c s  t h a t  he c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d  not  a f f o r d .  He c o u l d  h a v  
taught ,  p h i l o s o p h y  a t  one  o f  t he  c o l  l ^ g e s  whi ch t he  Lor bonne
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h a b i  t u a l l y  p r o v i d e d  wi t h  t e a c h e r s , but  n o t h i n g  was a v a l 1a b l e .
"Me f a i r e  pr f e t re  de  p a r o i s s e ,  f t t a i t  un p a r t i  
a u q u e l  i l  m ' f t t a i t  i m p o s s i b l e  de  me r f t s o u d r e .
J e  ne me c r o y a i s  pas  e n  S t a t  de  v i v r e  au 
mf t t i e r  d'homme de l e t t r e s .  E n f i n  j e  me v o y a i s ,
1 i t t A r a l e m e n t , & l a  v e i ' l l e  de manquer de  t o u t e  
r e s o u r c e  ."
In s u c h  a s t a t e  o f  aba n do n me n t ,  an a u t h o r  f r e q u e n t l y  went
a b o u t  w i t h  h o l e s  i n  h i s  s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s ,  i n  r a g g e d  o l o t h -
■'> ■>
i n g ,  and unkempt  h a i r  and body.
i f  ne c o u l d  n o t  l i v e  from h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  he c o u l d  us e  h i s  
pen for- s omeone  r i s e ' s  w o r d s ,  a s  a s c r i b e  or  c o p y i s t .  Or he 
c o u l d  resor t -  to  w r i t i n g  pornorgraph. y  , e u b M s h e u  abroau , t,<> 
e a r n  a s o u ,  b t i i L  s e l l  i. tie; h i s  pen he c o u l d  fr- -g u<-nt 1 y f i n d  
l a z y  p r e a c h e r s  to  p r o v i d e  w i t h  s e r m o n s . E m a i l  wonder  t h a t  
p r i e s t s  were  f r owne d  upon a s  d e i s t s  or  l i b e r t i n e s  a s  t h e y  
r e a d  from t he  p u l p i t .  J u s t  a s  t he  p r e a c h e r  found i t  c o n v e n i ­
e n t  t o  nave  h i s  work done  f o r  hi m,  t he  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o f f i c i a l  
began to  r e a l i z e  t he  v a i u e  o f  the  man whom he* had f o r m e r l y  
s c o r n e d .  Whereas  t h e y  s t i l l  p r e f e r r e d  to  k e e p  t he  I i  t e r a l u s  
o u t  o f  a c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g ,  t he  l e a d e r s  o f  t he  s t a t e  weeu 
w i l l i n g  t o  h a v  Lhe. ir own i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  ar: a r t i s t i c  
f a s h i o n .
"En o u t r e ,  p l u s  d ' u n  m i n i s , t r e ,  e o mp r e na n t  nu' i .  1 
f a l l a l t  c o mp t e r  de p l u s  en plus,  a v e c  1 ' o p i n i o n  
p u b l i q u e ,  r e ma r q ua n t  quo l e s  S e r i v a i n s  p a s s a i e n t  
de  p l u s  e n  p l u s  pour  eri ^Lre l e s  rep rS: ; a n t a n t s  
e t  m£me l e s  g u i d e s ,  s e  d i t  q u ' i l  p o u v a i t  fctre  
p r o f i t a b l e  de  s e  s e r v i r  d ' e u x . " ^ ^
S o me t i me s  t he  a u t h o r  c o u l d  t a ke  c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  work;  j u s t  as
o f t e n ,  he d i d  n o t  have' t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  s i g n i n g  h i s  name. db
lie u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  some form o f  pa y me nt .
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P u b l i s h  trig h i s  work a l s o  p o s e d  p r o b l e ms  f o r  t he  a u t h o r .
He has  put  the  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  on h i s  h a n d - p e n n e d  m a n u s c r i p t
wh i c h  he t he n  t a k e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i s h e r ,  a p o w e r f u l  and r u t h l e s s
man,  e v e n  w i t h  a u t h o r s  who had al  r e ady  e s t a b l i s h e d  a name
f u r  t h ' s r s e  ] v e s  , Th e  f u h l i s h * ' r  a s  a  b u s i n e s s m a n  r< s l i c e s
Shat ,  a  Hook w i l l  :; ■ ■ 1 1 w e l l  unl . y  i f '  it.  i s  i n  a  g e n r e  wiii eh
t h e  p u b l i c  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r ' e a . l i  r ; r .  He n e v e r  k n o w s  i f  a
hook w i l l  s u c c e e d .  I t  i s  tu h i s a d v a n t a g e  t o  t.r< fit n ! i
a u t h o r s  a s  t h o u (gh t .he i r s  i s  a s s u r e d l y  n o t  t h e  one wn i r t
w i l l  r e a p  a  handsome r e t u r n . w
" Le g a i n  quo p r o c u r e  f - j  oe uv r e ; ;  ue  I ' e r p r i t  
tie- dS| oi ! i i  ( ni  11> l e u r s  q u a l i t ? ; 1 pr<q r< s ,  tii 
au rang,  q u ' e l l e s  o c c u p e n t , rd de I 1 i rii' 1 uenc.e  
q u ' e l l e s  p u r s e d e n l ,  ni  dot: ;;t rv M't-:' q u ' e l l e s  
r e n d e n t ,  m.s^s s u u l e m e n l  J u sombre  ue  l e Ur s  
amateur ' s  . *''
ij.y d i r t  o f  h i s  name and p r e v i o u s  s u c c e s s e s ,  a famous  
w r i t e r  mi g h t  gambl e  on c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  f a v o r ,  and b a r g a i '
w i ! h t h e  p u b l i s h ' ! ’ f u r  a  p e r c e n t a g e  oj '  i d s  p r o f i t s ,  The  
[ j o n n - f ,  l e s s e r  k n o w n  ma n  c a r r o t  a f f o r d  I o wa i t ,  cinpl  y l i u i d o :  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  he  r e w a r d  o r  p u n i s h  b i n .  f n r  r e  f  u pe  h e  ri:ust 
:a 1 1 i n s ,  w o r k  o u t r i g h t  w h e n  h e  b r i n g s  i :  t o  [»• p u b l  i s h e d  ,
a n d  w h i l e  h e  s e t t l e s  o n  f o r m a t  a n d  o t h e r  r  e n d  r t  i. e r r  , ne  a i r  
a g r e e s  o n  a  p r i c e  a n d  s i g n s  a  s e a l e d  d o c u m e n t  s t a t i n g  t h e s e  
d e t a i l s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  r e l i n q u i s h e s  a l l  r i g h t s  t o
H iw h a t e v e r  r e t , urns  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  mi g h t  y i e l d . 1 '
This  k i n d  o f  c o n t r a c t ,  whi ch V o l t a i r e  d i d  no t  need  
t o  s i g n ,  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  b o t h e r  h i s  rt 1 a t i o n r h i p s  w i t h  
h i s  p u b l i s h e r s ,  as  he l i v e d  from i nvestment . ; '  wh i c h  he made 
at h i s  bun rs<-- 1 i K* ■ K e r n e y ( from regt t es  fonc_i j'd’e r  wi t h
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q u i t e  a f ew famous  F r e n c h  n o b l e s , ^ '  and from d i v e r s e  e n t e r ­
p r i s e s  w h i c h  he b r i l l i a n t l y  d i r e c t e d .  V o l t a i r e  p r e f e r r e d  
t o  g i v e  away h i s  boo ks  t o  h i s  e d i t o r s ,  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  o r  
t o  make p u b l i s h i n g  e x c h a n g e s  o f  t h e  n i g h t s  t o  h i s  book i n  
r e t u r n  f o r 1 a . v r  l a i n  nural.et' o f  s p e c i a l l y  bun mi or  : t** ’ or a  l .e-1 
a u t h o r ' s  n o p i e : ; ,  w i n  r.h n e  t h e n  d i s  t. r  i bu  t .ed t o  h e l p f u l  on 
p o t e n t i a l l y  h e l p f u l  a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  lb kept  n o t h i n g  f o r  
h i. m:;e l f  . ^
R o u s s e a u  and b i d e  r e t -  we re  among, t he  ! y cc  pt  i o tin. (and  
e x c e p t i o n a l )  as  a u t h o r s  who e v e n t u a l l y  f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  them-  
reive; . ,  by t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  f r u i t s .  b i d e  ret,  s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s  
■ ■ n t i re  c a r e e r 1 p r e n a b l y  b r o u g h t  i rj u d f duu ?cu:; ( w h i c h  d a e q u e s  
P r o u s t ,  one  o f  h i s  r e c e n t  e d i t o r s ,  e quat e : :  t o  J f u , d O b  f rar i c s
o r  some e , 0 ( j u  f r a n c s  p e r  y e a r :  a  m e a g e r  sum f o r 1 a man o f
l e t t e r s  i n  P a r i s  i n  1 7 0 3 - i 'M. s funount was v e r y  u n e v e n l y  
d i s p e r s e d ,  n i n e '  t he  Fncy c  i opSd i < ■ was t h e  one.1 l a r g e  s o u r c e  
" !j nuf i g .  b i d e  rad a p p r o x i m a t e l y  l t , o d b  f r a n c s  in f i ve  y e a r : ; ,  
b a f f c n ,  h o w e v e r ,  rcot; i ved l t , 7 s o  f r a n c s  f o r  " a c t  vo l ume  o f  
h i s  H i s t o  i r* .■ n a t u n  ■ 1 1 e . R o u s s e a u ' s  c u n n i n g  w i t n  his.  p u b l i s h e r s  
bruuft iL hi i in un e q u a l  amount.:; on h i s  var i ous ;  w o r k s .  lit r< i s  
a g;ood e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  i i f f e r e n c e s  ;n c o n t e m p u r a r y  p u b l i c  
t a s t e  and pus  t e r  i Ly 1 s judgment . :  _l_e bi  v l n du V1 1 1 age  .
1.1 F . ;  Ja Di o  L i u n n a i  re  de  muni q ue , ' j ( dpo p.  at. o n c e ,
o r  f ,d-00 F.  p a i d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l u s  a p>ens i o n  v i  a g £ r e  o f  
nbO F.  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  l i f e  ( w h i c h  he a c c e p t e d ,  and  
wh i c h  l a s t e d  t w e l v e  y e a r s ) ;  him l i e . 7 , 0 U 0  F . ;  Fa s o u  v e l 1 e 
H &■ 1 o i s e , d t ano p . ;  a no l e  J u >. L r’a t s o:: ia.l , * , hdo r ,  ̂ J
1 j
S u c h  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  h a r d e r  t o  l o c a t e  f o r  t he  
s e c o n d  and t h i r d  r a t e  w r i t e r .  One c a n  a s s u i r e  t h a t ,  s i n c e  
h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  was Le s s  b r i l l i a n t ,  he  o p t e d  f o r  a lump
sum and t u r n e d  o v e r  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  p u b l i s h e r .  I t  i s  a l s o
1 i k e 1 y ' .hat  i f h i s  c he t ~d 1 ue u v re was reeor . n i ;’e i  a s  s u c h  , a. no 
he r e c e i v e d  any  one  o f  trie su:. .  i - ■ i. t i ■ nee  a t e - e ,  ; n d
o c c u r  r e  pul  a r  Ly .
He o u u i d  t i l l  ma i n  t a i n  h i s  a u r a  a s  a i i t e r a r y  a r t i  s t
l f  he c o u l d  coi iv l nee  s o me o n e  w i t h  an uper.  p o c k e t  book o f
h i s  w o r t h . O r  h e  c o u l d  f l a t t e r -  t h e  p u r s e  s t r ’ j.nps u n t i  i t h e y
■op'-aie.i. d i e :  fawn in,-'. was u n p l e a s a n t  but  e x p e c t e d .  i t  was
a l r e a d y  h md r - e d s  u f  y>-ars o l e .
" . . . s i  j ' a v - ' i s  [ a  de d £ d i e r  men: i i v re
\  q u e 1 qu 1 un , n ’ a u r o i s  p a s . . . j e t t £  ] e s  ye ux
s u r  urn? p e r s o n a e  s i m p l e m e n t  i l  l u s t r e  pas  s o n  
r a np  ou p a r  s u  n a i s s a r i c e  ; l a  p r o t e c t i o n  d e s  
p r a n d s  donne  pen d 1a p p u i  d a n s  l a  rSpubl .  i q u e
d e s  L e t t  r e s ;  l e s  d f i d i c a n e s  ue c e t t e  esp?-ee  ne
p e u v e n t  ^ t  re p i l e  re  e n v i s a g e s  S e d a n  bay I t  , p i e
oomme une hunnfttL' mend i c i tft . M id
P e n s i o n s  c o u l d  come1 from r o y a l t y  o r  1'rom t he  n o b i l i t y ,  
d f  p c n e r o s i t y  o f  kinp. s  was l e s s  t ha n  inipl i t  be ex  pe c  Leu,  
due t o  f u n d s  c h a n n e l e d  - ■ 1 s e wh e  r-e ; w a r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  cm : a r r a s  w -  
mer i t s .  Durinp,  t h e  r e i p n  o f  L o u i s  XIV,  t h e  maximum s p e n t  
f o r  p e n s i o n s  was t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  f / t , d ( j p  f r a n c s ,  w i t h  
a mean sum o f  P ' j 0 , 0 0 0 .  Where a c t u a l  f u n d s  ran t n i n ,  t he  
Ki np c o u l d  add w o r l d l y  po o d s  V a u p c i a s  r e c e i v e d  " l e s
b i e n s  du f e u  Th S o d o r e  A p r i p p a  d ’ A u b i p n S ,  c u n f i s q u S  / s " i c 7
j L
e 1. a c q u i s  au r o i . ” ) J L o u i s  XV was e v e n  le:;:' ry- ne runs, f o r  
s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t l y ,  he can i n h e r i t e d  hue f i n a n c i a l  
woes, o f  h i s  p r e  a t t a i  id f a t h e  r . j i - sund 1 y , beinp.  a n a t u r a l  l y
1 4
t i m i d  p e r s o n ,  he p r e f e r r o r i  the  s o l i t u d e  o f  t he  h u n t ,  or  
an i n t i m a t e  d i n n e r  amonr; c l o n e  f r i e n d : ; ,  t o  t he  y l  i t  t o r i  rip; 
d i s p l a y  a t  t he  c o u r t .  7houp;h a s  a yout h  ho worked a s s i d u o u s l y  
a t  h i s  s t u d i o : ; ,  he r a r e l y  i n v e s t e d  t i me i n l i t e r a r y  d e l i g h t s
f o r  tii' mere p l e a s u r e  o f  r<-ad i up.  Th rouc'hou t, h i s  ro i qn 
h1, sdiow'sl no i in. i .r":;'  i r; p y a t  works or' a u t h o r s .  I f  he 
e x p r e s s e d  some f a v o r  f o r  t he  t h e a t e r ,  i t  was u n d o u b t e d l y  
b e c a u s e  Madame de Pompadour e n j o y e d  a c t i n g .  I'here i s  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  L o u i s  e v e r  showed the  s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  knowi ng  or  p a s s i n g  j udgment  on a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  He n e v e r  
P'ersrcute i ;  ' - u n i t e r ; :  o r  t he  ph j i os  uphe s , but  n e v e r  p r e -  
; e : {_nd t-h'ui: e i tdu r . 1 ndeed , h i n  d i in ' n wan > v j m ml  whe t.
fje was l i t u c k eij t-v.' i ' sarr  t h a t  KriMl'Ti r l '  II had d i m d wi t n
■, ■ , ■ h,; c i t a i r*e .
pew o f  Lht ki  up,1 n Le adi ng  m if. i n t e r s  were  any more a b s o r b e r  
than t h e i r  me n t o r  in t he  l i t e r a r y  o u t b u r s t .  t h e y  had s h o r t  
forms Mipoup.heut t. h* ■ r» ip!, and would no t  h a v e  had t he  t i me
t o  p. lv*: much s u p p o r t ,  everi  I f  td.be r w e i g h t y  pro e c r u  pa L ion:';
r ;\ i ad nc; t  ! ; v e r t e d  t h e m  . ' '
b u s i e s  tia. Jeft .  a c l e a r  p i e t u r *  d '  Ur- v a l u e  o f  cour t
1 i a i - no f o r  an * h e r s :
"Lee:  p / d r ;  do  l a  C o u r  .n> a.d. c e u x  d e n t  1 »•:: L e t t . r u  s 
"fit, l e  p i  U s a  S ’- l e u e r ,  \  !; i 1 t' lVni; a n  s e n s e  i.l 
i  d e n  n o r  ?i at .  honme qui  no  p o u t  no f a  j r e  j o u r  
q u o  p a r  s o n  e s p r i t ,  j e  l u i  d i r o i s :  P i l f e r e r .
tout,  l ' a m i t .  i §  de vor ftpaux;  o ' c s t  l a  plus'  s t l r e ,  
l a  p l u s  h o n n & t o ,  & convert .  j a  pi  us. u n t i l © !  re- s, out .
1 •”; ;ef .  i t s ,  amis  qui  r e n d o n t  les: g r a n d r  s e r v  \ o e r , 
s a n s  t y r a n n i s e  r l a  r-.1 ;onrio i u s a n c e  ; mu i s  . ;i vi us.
'*■ v o i d ’s' q 11 * ■ de s  l i a i s o t s '  do s r r i 5 t . £ ,  !':ii f ’s ' -
Is r *1 la \  .or ; oo - o /  ! ■ s j ! us up r? aid >■:; a I-::
m e i n s  p e r m u t e s .  I L;; a  int ent ,  5 s ’ a t t a c h e r  u n  homme 
d e  m S r i t e .  d o n t  l a  r e c o n n o  i s s a n e e  p e u t  . avoi r* d r  
1 ' S c l a t . "  >8
h o t  c o u n t i n g ;  t h e  k i n p  ar id rn i. n i : t e r n :  , t  he :no:;k I e p i c a l
s t i p e n d  d o n o r : ;  w e r > ‘ t h o s e  who  s  t  i 1 1 h a d  a  s o u  r o e  f r a ’ " r e a l
’T i i i r e y "  ( i ; i  v f i :  t hu f r i p h t f u l  f> e a r v i a l  s t a t e *  ■ t  Mu-  m i a l i t ; ,  J ,
r ' - mi * ■ 1 /  th' * [if' , ne e : :  o f  t h e  h l e t . n l ,  t' i r u n e  i >• r s  , l a f e n  a a n  t. ,
t h o s e  anion/ ' ,  t h e  1 i t o  r a t  i  who m u l d  . ' h a r i r r d  o f f  ■ m:e t f  t h e i r 1
own p r o f i t ; 1. , a r . d  f o r e i g n  r u l e  r e : .  Grit c o u l d  h a r d l y  ! V a y !
' h* e.oo'  r'ij;; i t y  t - f  F r e d  {■ r  i irk t o w a r d s  V o l t a i r e ,  Muup* r t . u i  ; ; ,
ar id o t h e r : 1 who.'n tu o r  t i r e d  t.o h : s ru* i f - m a d  e F r e n c h  r o u r t .
a t  i - ' i ' l  i a ;  e a r  ' h a t  o f  f a t h e r :  *:e ! h( f r o n t  t-o I.1 i ■ a r e t . ,
V ■ 1 1 a  i r* ■ , ! e  i: a  a , ,  At. Mad air e d» i f t i  ; a i i ' a . r  wa r
t t r ■* nr. i ■ r;. r  .■ u : a. • t n< • ; hi  i o s  o ph< a a; ;  a  c r o u p ,  a m i  w a r
a  [ a t .  r a n  to..: !‘u r  p i n .  Am e r r .  i l e w e a l t h y  p h i  ! o s u p p e r s ,  t h . e r e
a r ‘“  H e J v & t ,  i u s ,  p a t  r o t  o f  M a r i v a u x ,  a n d  V o l t . a  i r e ,  h a u p h f y
l-Pr e - a , n : ;  : i r u i n * - r o a r  r u l  1 .'Wf’ t e  ar id a:  p i rear: Is, .
. . . 'are w a r  n o t  t h e  o n l y  v e h i r l e  of'  a  p a t r o n ' : ,  L a i v . o s s e .
fh .e  i n u u w i n e n t s  ' a n i l  d t . a k e  t h e  f o r m  e f  !■ o p i n y  ( a  . h o a r e  ■ r
roorn ai;  a  p i  f t  , o r  1 i v i rip, w i L h  t .he f a m i l y ' ,  t . u t . r a  nr, Ida
■ ■ h i l d r a r i  r. t .he f f i m i i y ,  t h e  p r o m i s e '  o f  a  p m; :  t i e r ,  ( . m . v r e -
m e n t a l  o r  c l e r i c a l )  w h o m  Ver- i t .  m i p h . t  f a l  1 v a e a t i t .  , f r e t
p r i n t :  rip by t .he r o y a l  p r e s s ,  o r 1 t h e  p r o m i s e  t o  ; u r e n a s e  a
v >r e p  t a i l :  q u a n t i t y  o t  h o o k s ,  o n c e  p u t  1 n d i o :  .
f h e  p u v n r n . n e n t  h a d  d i n ' * . - r e n t ,  m e t h o d s  o f  r e w a r d  i t . p  i t ; ;  
f a v o r e d . T h e r e '  v o n  ma ny  p o s i t i o n s  t f. 1* f i i l t d  by a p -  
: e- i r ■ t men t . , l i k e  t h e  h i s t i v  i u s  r a p / p  r s  o f  K r i r e e ,  : h* nf t Ty t
f  r i v a l  l n u  hi  u p .  , • >f impntn: p i  i i s j  rvs , . f  t h< • ■■1 r . P r  . f  t  h ■ ■
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H o l y  G h o s t .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .
I n  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h o s e
d() .
a p p o i n t e d  r e a d e r s  t o  h i p h  r o y a l t y .  L i b r a r i a n s  t o  t h e  k i  r i p ' s
l i b r a r y  r e c e i v e d  0 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s .  Any n u m b e r  o f  s e c r e t a r i a t s
■■■iff.-red p r e s  1 i p.r a s  w* ■ ] I a s  f  i n a n r  i. a 1 a s  s  : s tun<r> .  ̂ Apa  i e
a  I o n / 1; w i t h  p r e n t i p e  ar id wry i i t t L i  c o m f o r t ,  o n e  r n i p h t
r e c e i v e  l o d p n n p  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  r o y a l  r e s  i d e r e i .  a; ( a  c h a t e a u ,
4 ’t h* ■ L u u v n  ■, e f c . )
I r i mm t  ra ■ i . c h a n  t  J y d e p i c t s  t. > i c o l d  iinar.t: o f  a n  a u t h o r 1:;
l i f e  w i f h r. i  s p a  t  r o  r>.
" W i t  h a s  b e e n  s o  mu c h  t h f  f a s h i o n  i n  P a r 1 i s  f o r 1 
t i m e  t h a t  f i r -  s m a l l e s t  f i n a n c i e r ' s  h o u s e  
i s  f i l l e d  w i t u  A c a u  errs i c i a n s  .. r* w i t h  a s  pa  r a n t :
t o  a n  A c a d e m y .  ; .e v* ■T> 1 h< ■ I > - s : . ,  i r  s p i t s -  of'  t h i s
c a p  e r a  j o s s , t r i e  f i n a n c i e r  i s  no  1 s t . u p i a  arid
t .he a u t h o r  no  l e s s :  p o o r 1. i f  h» w a n t s  t o  h o  In
o n t o  h i s  p l a c e ,  l ie m u s t  a p p l a u d  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  
Ui d  t a s t e ;  h e  m u s t  t h i n k  i i k e  t h e  o n e  a n u  t a l k  
l i k e  the:  o t h e r ,  h e  m u s t  s u f f e r  t h e  h a u g h t i n e s s  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  t r i e  w h i m s  o f  t .he l a t t e r ;  h e  
m u s t  p a i r  t h e  r ; oud  w i l l  o f  t h e  f a w n e r ” ; o r  rues.  -  
m a t e s  u f  tdr -  h o u s e .  I n a  w o m ,  he  mus t ,  f a w n  u p o n  
e v e r y  o n e ,  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  m e n i a l  o f  s e r v a n t s :  t h e  
p o r t e r ,  i n  o r d e r  Lo n a v e  e n t r a n c e  a t  m e a l t i m e ;  
t i i e  f l u n k e y s ,  i n  o r d e r  n e t  Lo be  l e f t  wa i t ,  i n p  a t  
t h e  t a b l e  w h e n  h e  a s k s  f o r  s o m e t h i n / -  t o  d r i n k ;  
t h e  w a i t i n g  m a i d ,  t r c a u j u  the- f a t e  o f  a  b o o k  
o f t e n  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  u d p i n ' i ' l  s. h e  f o r m s  o f  i t  
w h e n  s h e  r e a d s  i t  a t  h e r  m i s  t r e s s  ' t . ui  H L.  d u c t ; ,  
t o  t e l l  Lhe  t r u t h ,  i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a n  a u t h o r, i o I ; 
’ P a r a s .  " Vwho f r e q u e n t s  t h e  f i n e  h e - u s e s  o f
A n o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  s e  1 f - p r o  s e r  v a  t  i on  wa s  i n  t . h e  f i r s t  
o r  t. a t e .  N o t  o n l y  wa s  t r i e  G h u r c h  a  u u mp i n p .  p r o u n d s  f o r  d a u g h t e r s  
w i t h u u t  a  d o w r y ,  a n d  s o n s  who c o u l d  n o t  b u y  r a n k  i n  Lhe  
m i l i t a r y  o r  r e c e i v e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  w a y ,  i t  wa s  
a l s o  a  f o r m  o f  pat .  r o  n a p e  f k r t n y h  ‘ h e  j i n n y  h r n e f i - - e s .  w h i c h  
w e r e  p r o c u r - 1 1 a n d  p r a i . t  e,i  for* r e n t  a n  - . i wn: n e t  u n u .  a n l
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t o  f i n d  m u l t i p l e  p o s t s  g i v e n  t o  o n e  mar : ,  w h i c h  c o u l o  
i n s u r e  f i n a n c i a l  c o m f o r t .  D r a w b a c k s  s u c h  a s  c e l i b a c y  w e r e  
o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d ,  De e  t h e  many  p a r o d i e s  o n  p r i e s t s  who d i d  
n o t  b e h a v e  a s  o n e  m i g h t  e x p e c t ,  f o r 1 a  mar: o f  t h e  c l o t h .
L o f t y  p o s  i t  i ora;  l :: t r e n u r e : ,  h i e  r a n c h . *  ; U' d.  a.  r ) a n  j r  i •
I e  I  ■ 1 : .  :  . : ■ ■ : ■ ' . ■ / ■ ■ ■ -  ,  t  ' U  t  1 J o  n  -  a d  m  I  r :  1 S  f  I ’ a  t  1 V  e  p o s  i  -
!, l u r i ; :  w - r ’e  a v a i l a b l e , * '
I'rie ' . omiM: d- ■ i e t  t r *  ■ s  , t r i e r . ,  do-a. ;  p r o r u r -  m e a n s  o f  s u t -  
; 1 r  i , . r '  1 1 -  i j1.:}), „ : ‘L i ,; a  1 : - o r :> r, i. ;:n i r i r a  r e a l  p u s  o t i  I f  j  ,
ar .d t m- w c i  ‘u  f  e n j o y s  re..- f m  l e u  w n i e n  r e m i t s  f r o m  i t .
1 i i>* ■ "!. y i n v o l v e s  r e  r e  c o n c e r n s  1: i ( M c o n a l  a c  11 V i 1 1 e s a s  
w- ' l !  a s  wr . a t  *■.. w r i t ' s ; — l e s s  f a w n  i s .  , f e w  r  t ' j ' d c ;  w r i t ,  t- r  
o n  c ;munand t f e w e r 1 ' i:': ’in l urns . bv" n ' h i s  u ' w I ' o i m u  f r e e d o m  
d i d  not.  s i r-;n l I’ i c a n  t  1 y c h a n  -< ■ th*- t y p e ; ;  , g '  h o o k s  w r i t ,  Ler i .
Ch.: ! o;; s e n i n g  r e  s t  r’a  i it L wa s  r a t h e r  a f".,r’: ; un; i l  a n a  p s y r h n -
l ' ' . - i ; ' a l  r a i n  f o r  t i e -  a  i l h  o r .  Die r e a l  n i n e  r’a  run , u  i m e  r  r  r i i ( , 
i 1 • : u n t i l  t. ne  d e v o l u t i o n .
D i l i g e n c e  i n  r e n s  o r  s  n  i p i n c r e a s e s  o r  d e c r e a s e s  d u r i n g  
t r i e  c e n t u r y  t i c  c o r ’d  i ng.  t o  w h o  w a s  a t ,  i t s  h e a d ,  w h o  i n f l u ­
e n c e d  l r ; e  r u l i n g  p o w e r s  a t  Lh- -  m o m e n t  ( f ^ . ,  h a d  a m  e  :.i s ■ i u : : : -
p a d o u r  ) , a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  o p i n i o n  ,■!' L h e  i h u r c b  i e » r. . .
I’ i e u r y  o r  t h-  P u l  i  e D ri i  g;en i t  us  ) . As i d '  f r o m  t r i e  d i r e s  t e  a r
a g
d e  l a  I i b r a i  r  i e , s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  f u n - u p s  n a d  L l s u r  
s a y  i r i  Li;-- c o n t r o l  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n :  t h e  p a r i  erne rib ( w i t h  a s
l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  a s  t r i e  e a r l i e r  r u l i n g  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e o l o g y  o f  
' h e  ’. ' ni  v e r s i f y  o f  P a r i s ) ;  i n  s ome  a : ; s ;  p r o m  r e  urs .  a —' 
l a w y e r s  ; t  l ie pe-1 ; r e  ; a r m a i n ' i i c  - a  c e :s:- , who--*- o- uib* r s
lb
w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a n d  b o u n d  t o  t h e i r  d u t i e s  i n  171KJ by
k?c a t P K o r i e s  a n d  g e n r e s .  I n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  t h e
c o n t r o l  w a s  o n l y  i n d i r e c t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  C h u r c h  c o u l d  n o t  
s a y  y e s  o r  n o  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 1 n ' i n c i s i o n s ,  t h e  1 r u c x  
I : b r u r u :ii g r o t  1 s i  t< >r un  s p u r t "  f o r  ■ t s s :  1 I' a m i  - l i e  f  i n a  1 1 y s wa y  
oj. ' i n i o n : ; ,  * J ivw^n - a f f ' T  a  I h j k  was,  p ’* l n f e i i  a n a  s a  l rn-e*- iv' -U 
p e r m i s s i o n ,  i t  c o u i u  e n n t i n u e  t o  !"'  p l a g u e a  t.,y p a r  1. emt ■ n t  o r  
I n "  r  I e r / \ y  » m e n a c e d  b y  t h r e a t s  • >f p r o s *  ' e s  t  i o n . I’h i s  c o u  Ld 
e v e n t u a l  1 y c h a s e 1 t h e  p u b l  i o a t  1 01, u / H i - r y i ' o J r i i i  , f * wr: i o h  u i u  
n e t  i mp ' - u "  i t s  s u c c e s s  a t  a l l .  t h e r e  wa s  n o t h i n g  i i lo.- a
b i t .  o f  s c a n d a i  * a  a d  v e r t  i ;;•* (’o r  i.h* c o  1 p o r t e d  r s  .
1'pe das.  i e  t ' u 1 !\)1'  <•’ tiS C ' S n i l  W"Ce s e t  f o p t h  ! n a
l a w  p a s s ' - r ]  by t h e  K i n g ' s  e n u r e ; 1 e, f  s t a t e  ir.  1 7'd'* .
i n  1 i r  i e f  , i t ,  r, | .’' ] u i r ,'-' i a  1 1 a u t h o r s ,  m joI: s  >■ 1 ] f r  s , o r  p r i n t '  r  s
t 'o s u b m i t  * i g h  t, e u p i r s " *  o f  t h e i r '  ; u b i  1 c i t . i  u,ri ,  a n d  t o  d e q u e s
i e t ' e r r  o f  p r i v i l e g e  . > r * ; r sn j :; s  i ,0 n a n :  P r o 1 J r ' - u t  d e a l  o f  t n e
s u ‘ . I n  I ’/ . ' o ,  m a s , "  a n u  -Tig. ra  v i n tn w - r i  i n : 1 u u e j  i n  t h e
r e q u  i r*. c o p y  f o r  *■ xarn i n u t  i o n  . ..•/ At  ' . . h i s  s  f a ,  /  * 1 n e  a u t h o r
a  no p u b l  i s h e  r  * ,: p r o b l e m s  we p o  t . t n p o r a r  t 1 y i n  a  v o i d ,  w h i l e
t h "  c e n s o r ' s  ■] l . t ' l ' i c u l  1 p - : ’ n a n  j u s t  i u . .  wa s  h i o .  r< t i -
i'r'11 1 y  r e s  pur , . ,  i n l  e f o r  r - v c i y  w o r d  w r i  t t e n ,  w h i c r :  i n c l u d e d  t h e
;:iul t,i . i us  r u s e s  o f  w r i t e r s  win.  h a d  we 1 1 _ s  t a d  i - u  t e c h n i q u e
f o r  l i s g u i s i h , - ,  wuat ,  w a s  m o s t  1 LrU l,y o . ^ a . f e r  f-. w h a t  '.h>
c e n s o r  a l l  o we d  • 0 1: c  < t h -  c e n s o r  h a d  s t u d i e d  t h e  w o r t ,  t h "
fi-'X t  d e c i s i o n  wa s  o f  j ; n .  a t  1 m p o r  t a n  r e  t o  h i s  c a r e e r  a n d  h i s
w  1 1 -  s 1 : ■ \f \ . I f  t r i e  b o o h  1 ■< i ■ 1 \ v ei  i ] e  rt; i s  s  i ■ : t . ,  S'  h a s  * 1
u ■ ■ I : ■ wr! : c \ , f  a  h a  r  : ‘‘ 1 1 ■ f n a  nr r ■ ■ : : 1 r:i h  u -  w; a 1 ::
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o r  p e r m i s s i o n  c l a n d e s  1 1 n e  ( s  i m p l e  t o l e r a n c e ).Ĵ I f  t h e  
b o o k  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  p e n n i e s  i o n ,  t h e  e x a m i n e r  m i ^ h t  s t i l l  
h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  t o  s o m e o n e  more* p o w e r f u l  t h a n  h e ,  who p r e s ­
s u r e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi t h ,  t h e  a u t h o r ,
:lo be  t ’ t  M s t i v a l s  h a s  c h a r !  -'d a  y e a r l y  ? a t  i s  t  i o a i  s t u d y  
r ; t  we e  t i 1V‘»7 ar t I V ' —, e f  e x a c t l y  how ma n y  works-  r t q  u e :; t e a  
p e  rm i s. s  i o . n , a r c  o f  t h a t  n u m b e r ,  how ma n y  r e c e i v e r  i t  o r
t *w e r e  o '  m o d ,  ' urn c a n  i m m e d i a t e l y  d r a w  a  numtx r  o f  c o r . e l u -
s  i o i l s  f r o m  t h i 2 ve  r y  i n f o r m a t  i ve  c h a r t . [ ' here i s  a  no I i c r a b , e
a i . d  s t e a d y  i r i , r,e a : ; * ‘ i n  r e q u e s t ;  d e ma nd ' ~u  , w h i c h  s  upa-a s  f s t h a t
a  i. r. i f  a t  f a t  was  ‘‘a v . r  > 1 t 1 1 ■ < ■ h r. . ' ■ a 1 a d  va»r*‘ o , [ .y 1 : or'* as»
: ' ' t" r. .it tj* r  ■ f  wrb ' < ” s , ar;. i : y ■ re w '"re - - : ■ o:. f r o m
r e ; ; t r n  i n t  i n  r r  ■< i ' do  nme f a  vo r a  h : > ■ < i ,d : * i e r:;; ; n d
w e a k e n i n g  o f  a u - h i  > r : t y  ar*'  v i o l  LI.  w i t h  e a c h  c u n n r e  it:  u r r e s -
t . o r .  'fi;t pt  ■ r*n. i ; v t - j e u y H y  ! “ .<n.n 11 b a r ’ i r e ,  arm * ra ra
o  a d i :. ' : r . *1 t •! r  ■ ■; l ■ t r ■ ■ ; ■ :1 a > r ’ a  s' ■ ■ f !■■■■. k .' d - ■ r ■ i . a \ . r  ~
m i s s i o n .  f o r *  a h h a s  :r a. n a t ■ Jiiq a c  t  a n d  f  i t 1 i n ; ; "  r a  J ' : a I. 1 m .
wr  : ■.*r, :.)' .ii 1 r i n v < a] ; a  1 ■ . i ' . f -. * . a sm ■ s t u d y :
" Ai r  . e  i e-s i V - m , p l u s  Fa ■ L t ' : 'o r . f v< ra : ’/  . * !,
r u n *  a* vt ra i V d d , ; ra s . p a  pi  j;. r i s e  j.t s 1 o p -
p c i a  , p r a t  : !]ae: i ; tn.  t  a  l a  l i i ' f a s i u n  do  M e s j r r l  
n o u v e a u .  I I  n ' y  a  p l u s  d e  l u t t e  v e r i t a b l e  
'.r: ' r e  l a  f . i a h t - b r o t a i e  ar id 1 ‘ a u t . o r i  t S  • t  1 e r  
i < tfte s , b a  h a t . a i  1 1 e :. f ! i v rn t r:i r e  d e ;. o p  i  n i e > a ■ ,
’. m b i t ,  i h i ,: r 1 c  c f t t ® ,  o . ; . s ■' ■; d. : c i sm- : , ; ®_
p a  L i o n s  .arid r §  V o l t e s  de  ] 1 a u  L r e  . " t '■
l’c  s a y  H i n t  a  w o r k  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  pr r n i i s s i o n  f o r
p r i n t  iny.  wa s  r.. , s a v  t h a t .  i f war.  ; rid e r . n o j - - t h a  t w;i:
o no  t  ne  r  m a I t  ' r  e u t : r* ■ 1 y , A d r y  ! i : t. i i p . , f  : urn i «■ r :: ’ ,- s t e w
r1 *1 ■ . i t 1 y r i t , w mar iy i. < • ; ■ w  • r* ; r t h i s  ■ ■ i ft ■ s\ ■ r  y s m f ■ . i t  1 ■ ■
? ( )
dun  t o  l a c k  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  t o  t h e  d i f ’f u s e  b r a n c h e s  o l ’ p o w e r  
w h i c h  c o u l d  c a l l  f o r  l a c e r a t i o n  a n d  b u r n i n g ,  Ha c h r na nn  
l i s t s  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d  b e t w e e n  1 7 1 0 - 1 7 J b , w h i l e  H o c q u a i n  
s h o w s  a r o u n d  h q o  f r o m  1 V’l t  u n t i l  t h e  H e v o l u t i o n ,  h i s  f i g u r e s ,  
i oW' v r ,  ar< i n n  >mp 1 e 11 ■ j >, t h a t  h e  h a s  11 umj i l e d  1 a, L y t h o s e  
e i ■ ud e in n< ■ d by t h e 1 J e n s *  i l  d ' K t a t . ,  t o e  b a r l o r n e r t , ,  t .he J hf t t a  l e t . ,  
a n d  t h e  b r a n d  C o u n c i l ,  ' w i t h  no  m e n t i o n  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  
p r e i  n f 1 i a  1 , o r  o t h e r  c o n t r o l .  1 11 v e r y  t r o a u  t . r r m s ,  m n -  
: ; o r n i : i [  e v e r  s i n c e  Fr . ' Ui p .  s  I a i m e d  h e  p r o t *  c t  r< J i  f ■ i or : ,  
e o y a l t . y  a n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  ( " h e r e s y ,  s e d i t i o n ,  a n d  p e  r s  1 a n  1 
1 i in ! e x s 1 u s  1 / e  I y " } ,
t i e  r 1 was  ;i. ■ ! '  !", : i l  s i f t  ■ f.  r  i n i :  a.-'. d.l ! i ' n f i  i l s ’ t,
: i! a  * e  r  i a  1 . Jds 1 r e . o  r . t - d a y  e. h s u r i l d f  i s  muer .  no . r*- r* i s. i u
i ha i i  l i  a t  d’ t. h* - ■ i r . n t o e - .  ’.h - ■■-s ' ury  r e y a r d  i i y  p t ■ r  n o p  r a p h v  , 
w h i c h  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e c a m e  t n u i s a n c e  t o  t h e  L l a t r  o n l y  win t: 
l i n v o l v e d  a  s c a r c e l y  d i s s u i s e u  , ind . * r.s i t i v e  p r o m i n e n t  
; • r s  e  n . ■- o n  J em n o d  hi 'ok s  d r< w a :.[ l o s  t.) <: 1 i e n t e  [ e „ b a r  ! .■ 1 < r
i l ' i s m i  t r i i  a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  f I ' uus s n  1 n t. 1 s Le s P oe  u r s  .
."ho " a r r ^ t  !u b a r  J er;| t. fl t ," ma d e  p r e c i >  a s  a  t e x t ,  wh i on wa s  
n e a r l y  u n t o u c h e d  tit h o p e  i t.s i m l i i ' i '  t y  , w h e r e a s  a f t e r w a r d s  
e v e r y o n e  t a s k e d ,  " H a v e  y o u  r e a d  L e  s. P o e  u r s  ?"  A s i n p . J e  e u py 
mi p . h t  s a i  i I h r ’o u p n  f i f t y  h a n d s  i n  m  t i n - e  a t  a l l .  " l a  
p o f i t  d  l a  f ' u i d v i d  t.S ru d o u b l e  ' o n  j our : . ;  p o u r  l e s  c h o r e s  
. i Sf  e n d u e s  ' ,yJ When  s uch '  e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c i t y  e n h a n c e d  
p o p u l a r i t y  a n d  r a i s e d  t .he s e  1 1 i n p - p r  i c e  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  i t .  i s  
r .d> rs. l a u d a b l e  why .sm,* a u t h o r s  w o u l d  u r r u n p e  i t .  a d  v a ne -
t i ■t o r  ttr - : r t .0 . y ■ ,, t «■ ■ a  1 en; ne,] . . hey  . s a i d  w r : ' > ■ on o' e r
t h e  c l o a k  of' a n o n y mi t y  t o  a v o i d  lethal  p r o b l e m s ,  arid when 
an o b v i o u s  t i e  i n  s t y l e  b e t r a y e d  t he  t r u e  c r e a t o r ,  he1 c o u l d  
a l w a y s  deny i t  a d a m a n t l y .  Many Limes Vo l t a i r e :  put  more  
e f f o r t ,  i n t o  d e n i a l  t han he put  i n t o  t he  c o m p o s i t i o n .  He 
w o u l d  d e n y  l o r n ,  ' - r t ouph  at  id l o u d  e ’S ' Ur h  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  p r o p  i n> i
n e l i e v e d  ( o r 1 f e i g n e d  t o  r e l i e v e !  t h a t  i t  was. t o . .  The
n o b i l i t y  and t.he c l e r g y  we-re a l w a y s  tin f i r s t  * o scoop- up
'. ethe- f o r  hi  d d ' - n  t n i  1 t . .
b e s i d e s  p u b l i c a t i o n  u n a e r  ar:  a s s u m e d  n ; une ,  o r  no  name  
a t  a l l ,  t he r e *  w e r e  e n d l e s s  t r i  tkr; to  " v a d e  s t r i c t  c e n s o r s h i p  
l i m l t a t i  a i s .  otif c o n i c  f o r p e  s h e  i l a r e  or'  ( u b l i c a t i o n , 
w i * ci ■ a - i r i v * s : ham* p - o -! i s i  * r: , ■ r  na  v* ■ t h e  wi - t u
r
p r i n t e d  a r r ' u a d  a n d  s  m ue,p 1 < ■■: i r . t ‘ h e  ' . -(j ijh: r y  , I ' - i ' i ' t i i l e
p i e c e s  f o r  t h e  c o l p o r t e u r1 who s o d a  thf  p r i v a t e l y ,  s i ;us  J e 
m a n t e a u . I t  was  p r u d e n t  t o  s e e k  o u t  a  f r i e n d l y  c e n s o r ,  o r  
wa i t ,  j n t . i l  a p p r o v a l  a r c  U r  r  a u c  a s  1 n t  re -a i j <'  t  l : r . ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  
o r  a p p e a d i * .  A r V: urne :p. s  us ' - d  r y  t n n  ;k :■ e i i »■ r  s an*! ( u to i s rr  ■ re; 
t o  e n c o u r a . . . , e  ‘ - vac  i on  w‘- r e  c o n v  i r:e i rip. ar id ■ ■ f  f i e a  ci  u u s: e v e n  
a  s* a l ( l pe'*rri i s s . o r . c ",j 1 a  n o t  s . j a r u n  t  e e  . s . i f r f y  f r o m  l a  t e n  
c o n d e m n a t  i  o r : . f e n s c r e  w: - n  r a r e  1 y r* s i *• • t e d  a s  ,j u l p ’i: , ' ' v e n  
i n  t i n  l r  own f i e l d s  o f  s  ps- 1 l a i t y .
w n i c h  c a r r i e d  w i t h  i t ,  s e v e r e -  p u m s n m e n L  f u r  a u t h o r ,  pu t -1 i s:  r- r  , 
s e l l e r 1, c e n s o r 1, a n d  a n y o n e  e l s e  who m i p h t  be L a n p e n t i a l l y  
i n v o l v e d .  Y e t  o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  p e t t i n p  b o l d e r ,  t a k i n g  [i iur-’
1 p r i o r  i n / r i u u
1 i N rt .  i o .  , A man c a n  i f t e l e  wh- i * - no  j r . h  i m p o r
t a n ;  u  o p 1 t . r n s  O" n i no r  l ;i, ; ipj  i n  wa s  j  1 < l t.e s * r ■ ■ r
l nd i. * d , ' i t id by d i n t  . < f I,:, i :<si. p a s  , I  i . ■: l W a . i f;  t o y
m e a s u r e  a  m a j o r  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w e a k e n i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  r o y a l  
a u t h o r i t y  r e p r e s e n t , !  d ,  f i d  1 M  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  s a l o n s ,  t h e  
A c a d e m i c  K r a n i / a i s e  ar id t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a c a d e m i e s ,  f o r m e d  a  
s y n t h e s i s  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  l e a d e r s  i n  e v e r y  f i e l d  w e l l  
f o u n h e u  i n  t .h‘- t r a d  ; t  i o n  whiii. 'h t n e  p h i  lui ;  o p h o  s we ' > i n  t. • i»■ 
p r o c e s s  o f  a t t a c k  i n y . I t  wa s  t h e y ,  t h e  " d e  f e n s e  u r s  s e  l a  
t r a d  ! t i  o n "  , who s L r e n p t h e n e u  t i e .  p h  i t  u s o p h . e s  . I t  wa s  s o o n
el.  e p a n  t  t o  s c o f f  a t  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  a n d  f a n a ­
t i c i s m  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e m ,
" i r ? ' s  v i t e  m£me o n  e s t  c o n v a i n c u  q u ' i i  n ' y  a
p a s  d e  d i p . u i f f i  h u m a i n e  s a n s  l a  l i b e r t y  d e
p e n s S e ,  r: i d ' o r c r ’e s o c i a l .  s a n s  t o  1 F r a n c e .
■Jh.o.L a  i n s  i -j j e  | e s  map, i s  t r a t s  e a x - m ? ; m e s  
SO 1 a n t  Sens c o m p l i c e s  d e S  p h i l o s o p h e r  e f i f rs .■
1 ' u u t e r i t S  - p d i l s  I ' ^ s o n t e u t ,  . "  ' '
W i t h  h i s  a r m y  o f  s u p p e r  Ic t s  t n e  pr s i 1 o s  opl n  ■ wa s  w i 1 1 i nr.
t o  r i s k  c o n f  i s c a t  i o n  o f  " M e n s  e t  ■ • o r p s " ,  f h e  P a t t e r  c o u l d
* sf >  ̂ Yi n v o l v e  i r p p r i s o n m e n t  , t h e  p a l  leva: . ,  the- p i l l o r y ,  e v e n  d e a t h . '
„,,es:.; h a r m f u l  p h y  s i ■: a 1 1 y , we r-e d s f r ' uc f u 1 r; o f  s o c k s , p r i n t  i n ,  
e q u  i p me n  t. , s a s p e n s  i Ljn o f  pe  run i s s i. a n  o r  r i p t . l s  t o  l e a !  w i t h  
t h e  p u b l i c .  H u r n i n p  w o k :; wa s  a  common p e n a l  t j  .
it x i L e war; l ean,  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e  1 t h a n  p r i s o n  a s  a  p u n i s h ­
m e n t .  (Jiivi. t h e  l a t t e r  wa s  i mpe up \ rip , t u e  w r i t e r  o f t e n  
ui i p- uoi  t .he f o r m e r 1 or; h i m s e l f  ( .  , f o y e r ) .  V o l t a i r e ,  M o r M -  
1 e t  , a n d  ma n y  o t h e r s  h a s  t a s t e d  hi. t h  . r u t  i t  i s  a  f a c t  
t i i  a t  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  w r i t e r  wa s  mu c h  l e s s  i n e o n  vei l  i vo i ced  by 
h i s  : n c a r c e r a t  i on  t h a n  thf -  o n e  o f  f l e e t i n p  f a m e .  P e l l i s s o n  
d e s c r i b e s  w h a t  Mo r e ]  let., a t e  a t  o n e  s u c h  s t a y  i n  p r i s o n :  h i s
u i s n e r *  (a t .  m i d d a y  ) e u r , . : ; ;p , , j , p i r o n s ,  a s o u p ,  be* f ,  a n
e n t i ’ Sf1 , a n d  a  d e s s e r t .  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  h e  h a d  a  r o a s t -  a n d  
a  s a l a d . I n  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n ,  r ’r S r o n  r e c e i v e d  e v e r y  
p o s s i b l e  o o m i ' o r i  i r c i u d i n p ,  h e a t ,  b o o k s ,  v i s i t o r s ,  a n d
a m u s e m e r i t - . '  F o r  ev i . - r y  a u t h o r  who n i s o h t e y e d  r m s o r s h  L p 
r  -i 1 *.■.: a n d  wa s  ; " j n i :*n * ■ ■ i , * h e  ’• < w- ■ r ■ ■ ' m ! : ‘ o t h e r s  wni > w*1 r e
n e v e r 1 " V f i i  a p p i 1 < ; i ' a e j  a t . - m l  w h a t  * h: y w r o t e ,  e i h ! s . r  b e c a u s e
Lh.ey s u c c e s s f u l l y  r n a n o e u ^ r e d  t h e i r  e v a s i v e  r u s e s ,  o r  t h e  i r
t o p i c s  we r‘e o f  : a s ; r i  <a p  a n . i ■ u . a  [.-■! e n a t u r e  ai id c a h r y o , r y  t h a t
h r ,  s  1 ; p p e u  by a n n o  f 1 . an:  .
] ’:■* ■ e : ■1 y w h a t  , ; n c n  c a  he ,  a e - : e w e r e  j n d i f f i c u l t ,  t
a i s ■ ■* :•!. i ■ ■ he  . i r1 1 - l<: a"r.:' . f  r* ■ r e  n . d .a I : r  t  i e,-; I
‘ h i :  t y p e  a r -  ■ : , 1 : . r  i : . ’ at  i * a r  , t o t  i t  y e t  ,
no  a*  r a "  don* i n .  1. 1 . f  : 1; ' ; ’ r a ‘ nr* wr i  ■. h w- e i l c  y i * ■ i ■
i -: a: ; i v e r e m i t : ; .  r s u i t  i n  p e  r  I pi  e r  a  ! a t  an  ' ■ a , : i w* v < ■ r  ,
[die m n  pe t .  a p o s e  i d  a !' use a:. wa s  w r i t t e n  oar -Lop,  th*. i r*.iry, a n a  f  ‘ e*- v ; - ■ i n : ■ i i i jtn ■; : j | - " I -■ i ! a r  : * y f r . - s-  ra y e a r
. a . not t - - r*.  hh*e 1 a.  e..-,--; ar* ; rt . a.nt .  i t ;  tn* : ‘ j a y  . f
‘ r e  j r .o!’ w r i t e r  * :' j ' ' ( d i i j  1,,-y s i *.-•*• n i t  r a t e  ar  .1 f u l l  a  r  e 
h- t  , p.., i r , - . j p y r/i a  u : t  , a n a  .: i u ■; n> ■ , \ r. t  j r a : , a o t,t ■ rta i t c t
w h a t  w i l l  a *. .  w ft,* : n t* r* . s.  .. f r. t .. > j ■ r ;: . hr  -, t i - r .  a t  l
f t -  J r$ 1 i 1 1 a .. i r  ■ ■ [ -* r : a  >r ta 1 i I i. e f o r  [ *. ‘ * r : f y , w'r i f -  t  n*.
■aho£ l a y  t r s  i t s  S: ;e - a,- 1 r* ' l e fd. r. hrc-r. :  t i n t  r i  a  J y ,
; : . l "  1 1 > 1 f  a  a  1 1 y , a t . - i l i t *  r a r  i ! y .a >-♦, *t. - t i t  f r a  i . o e  i < f  y ,
11. r- d i os t  t o d  a t  ! 1 e h u n p , e  is. t i n-  uss-  a r p r  i s i np, l e t !  i t ; ,  n f
i n t e r e s t  if.  o r' t  f' .u-l' .j x r-e] i p i oi l  a n d  L h e n l o p y  ar: ' ! f lu-  r i s e  i r:
' a ! j ■ *' t s  i ■ i t 1! y ■ i e ; ; ■ : i ■ . ' | , rd : • ■. ■ i i i :* ■ It.
} * ■ r:n 1 s i ■ -s. f> t* bp I J e n ;  1 • t  t  r s . ,  > * : ; wor t . nwt ,  1 i - t  : s.- r v
t.u-u t. a * h , "  s a m e  t  l t:r , ! M*-y s t  , 1 1 r< ; > r e , .( * ■ t . i ■, r. < - : i, j ;
dd
pppr. p n t o y p  o f  i n t e r p s t  w i t h  th'1 r l ^ h t p p n t h  c . pnt ury  klnir ,  n r l -  
p n c p , w h l r h  tocret .hpr w i t h  hp 1 ] er  1 r t  t .rps romponen n e a r l y  
p l r h t  v n e r  r e n t  o f  ! Iip t .nrl* r p nri 1 r r 1 onr  and u p t.n s i x t y  per  
c pn 1 a t  pa t > 1 If’ pp m  1 r r 1 on.1-' , W h 1 1 p he 1 l o r  1 ot t. r e s  chan trod
! 1 t  ' I i' -is a >■ i'n > i t ■, t h a r 1 ■ w f ■ r p W i * ' ■ >• l ■' > r 1 i ■ a r i ' : in a ,/ r 1 h 1 <' a f 1 < -ri -1; .
h<'r ' I ' d n  l" t o  F n r m t  ( r n n t y y ,  and t f n  n ]ct s s l r s  r a y p
' 7 )way * n pro" p ( ! d ° fi 1 o t ‘tri op t o t n p w p (jn r o " ( n . ,r, , art
an 1 ra] " ' " a p 1 * ) a 1 ■ - p t I . f ■ t-h 1 1 n y n rh 1 r a 1 f a 1 p ) an " l:'J 1 /h t  f’ri'
o-t 1 n f o !•(■." t 1 M o ’-oa" w 1111' h !''iv’r, irl  v war a "c- I at 1 vp I '/ unknown
( . r . , r y n t 1 r rn ya ra" and o t f a  r t )'a’"d 1 1 t r ra t i j pa ) . py a l l
1 n ■ M o a t 1 o r; ■: ( ;' a ' p f' a t * >j a " a • 1 t, r T' o : : t r a ;y (■■ p < 1 i ' p p * w t a ■ r ] 1 f '■ -
1 ' ■ ■ 11 , and v *' * 1 t ” ,1 11. r u a ! do.' d a ’' a r i m  '■how' a a e r ! i r i < ■ In
i t"  r p , ,1rw" and in r t u r a  or-rat i f*d d a r i  nr t h i "  i r r i rw1 , Ini r  
i s  p x n 1 1 m  h-1 o warn o n r  m a  11 m r  f h r  r h a n m r  t. a k l n r  a! a m  
w 1 t h 1 p t hp Jon i'n a -! ,  l . o .  mn pp \n t pppr t. in nr 1 prir p m  r o p , 
hat 1 n"" 1 n t f ’ r a t  it; t h < ■ ■ ■ t p ■ ■ ) a ! i - ’ “ t or! <■:' t w " 1 r h w r y r ti.arp
■1 1 p 11 in a r a f t  of' n p w 1 v *1 o \ at- ' n r ,  r  i - f ' t  1 v r r : p r:' i ! 1 ' ■ 1; ■> n r -
a a l ' - .  'dial t \ 1(. p i r n  In r p l p n r r  w r  not a'" r n a r p  a" on*1 
tri , a . |  i iyf .pct  at t o i r' f1 r ■ < "> f' r 1 r pot hard ' a  a t : d p r ■' t a n d j i V'n
f t n f V ! - o, y v t ' ' ■) t it J./ ■ \ l”  ̂ t V ■ # i f 1 'jmo f> * ] K1* fd'Orf ( !■; Ifi'1, 1 i'Jii
at t a r  a r i -1n n 1n r o f  t v i r m  n t a r v , w h i n h w a ’ d y 1n t1 out ; r a t t, p i ■ (
i t  war t hat k. . - a r r a 1 r ■') h 1 i n in* "i ‘“ fd w a '1 r . 'an  on t a p  r r r P f t r r 1
■ >lt
' ' a r  M jp t ran 11 p t 1 nri o f  " „■ r*ru 1 1 n f  o i t / u' " . 1 h y n p t  ’ '; 1 1 1 d'a r v
r t a d v  mako" t hp s t r i k i n g  d l r r o v o r v  t h a t  In t. won t. y-1. tiro r out  
o f  f 1 v a hand rod 1 i hi-a r 1 ca ■ , t Vjr r ia t a i ' a l  a ( ' 1 o n m r  ( i n r p f ' t r  
and ar; 1 ran 1 " , r 1 1 k nunu f  ar  t a r< - , r ra ) ri : .pod ar  t 1 or; and t rad r )
n r h i i  1 <>d on p f 1 f  t n o * r ar n t p ’ a 1 ,
E h r a r d  a n d  H o / j e r  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  oT h i s t o r i c a l
7 do u t p u t ,  t o  i ml; p i  r a t  I on  by c o n t e m p o r a r y  e v e n t r . 1 T h e  w h o l e
n a t u r -  o f  t. i s t o r y  mo thud o l  opy was  ehanpi np;  from t h e  ricar
I’ I c 1 11 i u ’uo q u a l i f y  at. t h e  ope: n i up, o f  t h e  '■-enfury,  t o  a mure
■ rr  a ' t * ■ , t< ■ M > ■ r unit u , r prt t.a t. i < t: ■ t f a r  t . Trie :n;
j ; : l. r * -:: ( o a t  a : o ■ n ■ • • . ■■f - r a : p; : 5a to  U . * ■ l r <■ wi,
had a way op utni* ■ r I i : i i a, :.Oe w' akr< m  e o f  t i e  c o n t e m p o r a r y
u a O'■ , ' v i y . ,  be b i  ̂ o 1 * ■ ;<■ b* u 1 r hJua l iArAiliXll  To- r tin. c urn ,
J_1 li i t o  i r e  _h_ bo b : >■: a i ) .
v; Tie .  o;, ’ . tiv wt r1’ r 1 l a t  i l y  j t. i :;i po r far b. as.d d i d  not.
. - a.; ; \-\.t ■... t p. e. o* .
I ' 0- j 1 V, , !., O'! ■ b O' ; a ' ' : . W d - , : re U * ! 1 ■ ; * ‘
U'ai l,y ' ■ a:  a  . 1- a a l l  w rl  e : * o a '‘ or i . r- p e l  '.a ! "
a r t ,  ' n o  t -a ; l : i  1 u. a -ph> - wr,  ■ e : hi rv a  r< -a:- i:i t * r> a w; r a - . ;
i'i.11
" eh.aou!. ;;a 1 L p. - * ■ a l ! i1 a pad ! * ) ra l t : 11 a
id.'r: 1 U'' | r ■ 1 1 ■ -1 i ; o , . :;,oy t ■ nr." , t ■. ■ - t aa
l o o p  .in XV! * ^  , ;j ' a  : r^or-oo :/j.-
'p if d* 1 po 1 ! ; n . ph ’ e 1 . "
" > u i i■ o v ' r wd.a t. i 1 i i ? t.i ■ ;•* ■at " ; ' of j o : . : :a a < • o " , ’ t :;
r .a r,y * r- v i ■ w the' r a- c -  1 ■ - a : * p < ■ r : ■ ■:' - P : ei r : a - i i
a.: i iu  Ehr-aru,  a a a. ■ 11 .;, r and t .' i. t 1 1 ( and t h e n
' ao ■ i t t>. e o o . : o o - ra t, i ■ ■ o t m ■ ■ t a k a ova ■ ■ P or a t  o I a; :; i ■': e a  i < r
mu w a t, a t.h < r1 ■ ■ a c  t .a..1 ■ 1' a > > 11., '. : t u' f: t.. '■ > ■ t t.h L:. . a a ' i *■ ■ t■ v *
"Le l i v r e  e i: epp,.*, t . ( , j, j, a. o a i l j  uri'.1 P-'i.:
S e r i  t ,  i m p r i m S ,  r e . l i 5 ,  1.1 ;a o a f  Pi t  i  lul-tn^-me.
b'e'-ut prir '.in e l ' f c r l  d 1 i o L&f. ra t i ui. quo n o u s  !e
n d  ruuvon:;  moyen pe  euiri! un i 0 1 ' i.nn (.-ot. re  un a u -
t." a r '■!, fa r. ra r i ; e .: ■ ■'' i a 1 pin::  - u ra. ■ i t::; a t t ra i t
q 11e 1 * on tajiiao ■ . ; ,i 1 i 1 i I ;u ■ : t St■ r* i t
P"->tr | l a ’ f  , Oi'ur * 1 a : re  r 1 j -ar t 6i:.
i r  .' a o. a  a ■ a  a  ' . ; : v r -  . - e e  t - ■ - an"'
t o u t .  C ' e s t ,  1 ' i n  t e n t i o n  a v r m e o  on  i m p l i e i t e ;  
m n i s  e n  r S a l i t §  i l  e s t  p a r t  i f .  P a r t i c  d 1u n  
' g e n r e '  , d * u n e  s  p e o n  l a  t  i o n  , d 1 u n  mode d f e x p r e r : -  
s i o n  c o l l e c t i v e ,  d e  moder .  a u s s i .  No u s  l ' e n r a c i -  
n o n s  e n  l ' h u m a i n  q u a n d  p a r  l % m a i y : ; e  d e  s a  m a t i & r e ,  
l a  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  d e  r e s  r e g i e s ,  d e  s e s  l i m i t e s  
o u  d*- s e a  m S o a n  i erne s , Lee d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  d e  J ' i n -  
f  1 lie n e e  , n o u s  1 ' ■ r& t u  b 1 1 s s on;-; n a n s  n o n  f 1 e r. r e  ou  
n o u s  r e t r o u v o r : ;  l a  d&r na r eb i  p a r  q u o i  i l  e s . t  t a  i t 
I a m s u r e  : i c i  1 t i. i t, ̂ n a t u r e  1 e t  h i s t o i r e  c h e m i n* ■ n t
d e  c u i i c r r l  p o u r  I * a p ; 
s  i n p u i  if r . "  ̂>
Id: i rip cor: t emporary  jud^i i f  rit.
t d i * ■ ;nus t  r e a d  huor t s  wer* < dd  i
c o n s i d e r : ;  nLO.ewf.uMpy t o d a y .
j t i ■ w a y  ; a b [ L e o p  L n i ■
* l a y  r* i:ia ; r a . : ' n- ■ ■ d  ,'r M ee -
’ ‘ f '  ;11 1 a  r y  t . ' a s  ■ ■ a  ■ d  ■ ; ■ < r  ■ ■
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*o a ;ni r -  r- :'i o  ; P-v* ' to, , ao- ou.  t h . P
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' i 'ho m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ; ;  w h o  r e m a i n  p r e a f  : o i i a y  p r o f  i t . e d  
f r o m  r o l i t u d e ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  u f  m e n ,  a r id  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  women, .
"O' '■ r  i o t a  1 • i : v j ' i ;  a : , ' 1 ■ ■ x ;. > ■ no i v> ■ t h a t .  t h e r e  wan
I 1 ■ lit.;/ o f  m o m  f o r  a !  1 , o - r . r ' "  ,  a ]  , i i r : : ;  o f  I a n p y j a p e  , a n d
■ i ■ . a  a : 1 ■ a n d  " 1 a i p ; ‘ ; t " ; ;<♦■•: wa ' i : : o o i i i ': i i L y a n a  i . , ■ t ■ ,
An o * ■ 1 f -*  v 1 i > ■:; i ao  > ■ i u ■■1 a  f i o i . ,  : o La a ■.: or;  L r , . a  ■ X i t o ' i .: - ■!
by c h o  i o> • o f  t j j a c .  P t a - ; r  i > • L,v m y a r d i n p  f r m j l o y v  a t m  o i ’a -
• i or. : ;  w a u l  ; i n n r n a r i  1 y d i  iT< • r  f  m ... I aw o r  h i :: f o r ' . /  o r  a . ; -
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■ ‘h a  o . . ■ ■; ! ■ ■ a n  i .ro ■ t.;. a ■ i . >. y t  [ v I r  . , h i :' to.■ r■ / ; ■> 'tin;. ;v r-
a a  . , . . a-  ‘ a i ;  y a m ; ,  a n - w  mi / .  1
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o. naa:;-- ■ f  Lho . p, w l a.- i . n f .  , .p  p p  i 1 t a  o p h e : i  . A
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nr s u m p t i o n  t h a t  he hnh mnhe n f^w c o n t a c t s  w h i l e  r, 1 1 11 w i t h  
t h e  / p s i i l t n  , T h e r e  w e r e  a l w a y s  c l u b s  anb c o f f e e  h o u s e s  
w h e r e  s a l o n  d o o r s  w e r e  n o t  yet. o p e n .  The oh he  must, h a v e  
hern  mnklnp- o i l  pop. r 1 M e oon t.act r t hrou^b f  nr 1 ! ,v , f r i e n d s  ,
•in 1 ' i e p p p 1 p t  'i n i ■ e  • ■ ( I n n r < ' e  r  t  o  t i n - ’ 11 tti n . i ,, n n f  s  U M' Ol ’ f  ■ h e
ha 1 p e y e r o l  p.or r- 1 hi 1 1 t 1 e -  foi-  s 1 f uut I o n s  In w h i c h  t o  he u r e -
r i]i i oh her  w e r e  i 'owiI-H’ I V t e  no h e r o  In f,o l  1 ^ r a s  , prep e pt. o ps
f n r  voi ;n/  .font I c m c r i ,  o r  w r i t e  p p .  /\o enrd  1nc t o  put M I r e ,
" r ' e p t  un o o r r r  nn1 poppn.fe ton hr I p f h u l
s a b l o  tie t n l  ops  < he e n v o i  r ,  owl  l e  r u ! f i v e  
r'nnr c ep r. e , " 1 ^
v o p *  p n n  t em peo m  r  1 e , n o w n ’f o p ,  Vie-; n -mi  r e  l e r r  o e p e e p p | r
r , r 1 r! 1 n f , n f  -1 r, > r i n ’ - ,'' t i 7 o 1 e  ' 1 o t * w i t ’ t h e  -.'pi; pp e , : ‘ *■
/V f  T o p  t h e r e  f  ' 1' e  ’/op  PP n !' 1' 1 1 e p e e  ' ’r i y r p made ■ t ■] e  p 1 -
"'lop wh 1 p h 1 ns; l t r 01'1 h 1 r Wfl 1 ^ o l n r  f o r  till- pert  o f  t, 1 r ■ l i f e ,  
lr, l ' ; h  1 , h n h r l e l  Fran ’p 1 r ' " n y e p  hi ’ n o o  f  !ir> p r e c e p t o r  t o
■ pt' 1 e f  i ’o v -  ■' ’ n • i p 1 e p _ ■ • f1 r i r  y h ’ ! o ’ n a r  ‘ 1 1 j v ■ ■ p .■ : <"■ , f 1. • fu* uro
I i ] If o ! f  ■ i Cl 1 ] 1 1 1 O r 1 ITI nj ' ■ ‘1 1 p e n M e t t p > r; t r:, ■ count .  o f  —
p e u v f p n 1 on o 1 - pep e pp 1 ; n t h >' ' uv i  I ” 7,  t ;̂ e n t ill r* f’'’n yen p”
o h * .  ;,he l a ' h  I r e  f  r 1 >' n ■' h 1 ■' w 1 t h f h 1 r ,-<’n e pour and ) 1 m  pp ;
fhP 1 1 v 1 n P l J 1'e ' ■ ' .'n y p  1 '' 1 1 v f' ] 1 h o n ' 1 On i i t po v i -! '’11 ! od ,■ I n T t "■ i -
ye I ' ip I pper t 1 ,.'CO']r' r on t : t r- t P , 1 Cl po pt pp t fo p n p uut ho p ,
to yep Tip: t have  trifihe on eye  opt hip pi  i t  pPe‘ ' 1 on on t he  th'-p- 
I ' f i m l r c  due he "oul  ] l ^n,  a:1 hr- wn:’ r hor en  ho p p i ' b i o 1 t h e  
F h a v a l  1 o r  he homo e v , t b r  forraep t u t o r ,  I 1
'rbe  d w e l l  I n (7 r l n c e  o f  t.ho d u e s  he  'mil  ] Ion f o p  ainnv
0 f>n f'piit 1 on P , t h e  O p 1 o 1 p P 1 O hn 1 Op l ; .■ U > f ’ i i y p 1'1'fj I ry' 1 on r e '*
■ I p y l  1 r',1' 1 n f 'n V e l - 1 ■ ’ 1 rp e W ' i  ̂ k ■,' i 1 1 t t o p  t h e  W 1 t <1 ' ■ ‘ f h 1 ! 1 ! ■ r




na mp  ' l l s t r l c t  , I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  w o u l d  he  I n t e ­
r e s t e d  e n o u r h  I n  t h e  a r e a  I t s e l f  f o r  h i s  s o n  t o  k e e p  a n  e y e  
on t h e  d e v e T o r m e n t  o f  e v e n t s  e v e n  I f  t h e  y o n n r  c o l o n e l  d i d  
n o t  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e ,
ivi t  I v n e d  a n d  d ' ' ■ >n d ’ t *"■,1 1 -v t ^ e  w a r ,  "Vi y e p  t n e k  a t r  i t
i n  M w  p e s t  f ' nl  w i h ' T ' '  r>f i i n r p / ' V  , In t h e  h a u t e s  k v t p p . p p p  
n e a r  ! n i ) ' ’r in' '  , At t h 1 re.  1 n t. i s  a n o t h e r  n o n  f a s t e n  r r -
w a i v j l n  r ' ’n y p ^ ' r  l i f e ,  A c e o r d  1 n t n  ] a  v p u v p  w u c h . e s n e ,  o n  
f >i i r "nyn;'» h i y n r  ' i nr' or' ;-a n 1 e d " t > i n t w o  voi  tn a r r l n r e s ,  s o n s ,  
o f  t h e  I ' l d m h i i '  1J11 k e , " ■' ' ' ' ho ' tn |< o f ’h a 1' 1 o n - h o d  e f  r n  v h ' l d o n l y
o y ' 1 " o :  f ' : o . t o f  n n v -  ' d i a r  1 e - ■ - ;: i»n r  v ) a n d  o n e  I ' l i u ' t i t . p v  ( I o n i s e -
■ M r  1 I ■ 1 * t . -  , ■ o •: > > , ) , ' he  " o  ’/  e • • ' ■ ■ y * u - jop t , tlU d mu PI’ 1 j
In 1 1 d t ' ( at a y e  s e v e n t e e n ,  and In ! ’' d ’ ’ was < ■ 1m s e ■ f' t h e  f a ­
t t i e r  o f  a s 1 n.- 1 e c o l  M , a o n e  y e a  r  o l d  s o n  . ’ * A H  not is h s a v e r  
o b v i o u s l y  c o u l d  not.  h a v e  a room non l ed t h e  h i k e ' s  two s o n s ,  
n e  i' I t  I s  u n l i k e l y  t h a f h e  T na i f  a l a n  ■ t h e  r t n k, e ' s  d a 11 w \! t e r  ,
It I s  r e u S o n a  t 1 e t o  t 'C ' i o 7 ,. h a * a n  -1 o i' i V'  I : i r  i e ■ ; ter- • ; i \ [/ r  1 ■ ■ 
s o n ,  c r and s on  and t. he youns  mot. h e n  * n n i d i  a s  , !f 1 i 1 t n r.v 
c ai>! oa 1 an s had c o n s t a n t  1 y :'p : avat  i’l  H e  nevj l yweds  s i n c e  t h e i r
>n -1 t  r 1 a a O , '' > i f > y '■! an!  1 u a  *' e . ■ n n ' v >1 ■1 an a ’ : -.n p t  11 n i t v t o  . c l  t o
l/now eacU n f i ' P f  a . ’a l n .  1 f ’ta n n f at a]  u n u s u a l  f o r  a p p e -
c I-. - ■ t o I* t o  f a s  a 1 fin :r at  e 11 o v-, t V o  , ho : >r 1 n c e , at n 1 n f* -  
t onn . won 1 ■' fi> 1 e (-a 1 1 v u n d  *' r  a 1 s  fh t  tif-‘r ' r hi  i d  f  d h ' t  ' ■ ui  u n ­
t i l  a r o und  t w t n t  y - f l y p ,  Hi t  1) t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  f a t h e r  had a h -  
* ■ o i n t e nower  and c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l l  h i s  o h 1 1 d pen , ■ ^  .Tudwlnr  
i v t e e  s  1 n r  f  r  e , 1 1 f  r  t o n e  f  r  1 e n ' 1 s  n 1 t m a i n t a i n e d  p v t n , ■ n r  I n c e
• d r  u l s  t u t o r ,  H  i s  a l s o  o r n U u l  H* t h a t  h r  v a l u e d  h i s
t. e a e h e r  ' r. c o ' i n s e  ’ and c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,  har^P’os  Ip a I ovpI  y
r H p , Even t o d a y  I t  In a f a v o r i t e  w i n t e r  vpnovt ,  a r e a .  No
on" knows w h e t h e r  Co y e r  w r o t e  a n y  o f  h i s  f i r s t  f a n  1 1 1 es  v o -
I a n t e s  d n r l n w t h i s  t r i p ,  hut. he non 1 d hard 1 v h a v e  had a
mn )’»* I d e a 1 p h y s i c a l  r’et t t n, . -  ''oi- 1 i i »■ ra i'v i r i M d r o t  lori ,
"tie a h h a ' s  f i r s t  i n t o  l o o t  Inn war1 ' t a r t a r  t h i n  .‘-ame y e a r .
::e was f e ] ’t y y e a r s  o l d ,  pe had 1 1 yed l n n r  e n o u v h  anil was
,-d >r, e r v a n  t and a i: ' n k eneir/d; *'n n a v e  Sf-ipmed d e f i n i t e ' ,  ro i 1 d 
' d e a r  ntio' i t  whnt was s o l  n r  on aro- ind t1 1 rr , A 1 t.onn r f  t. h i s
0 1 rs  t  p. rod as t  1 o n  , ae m o v e r  t o  de la p 1 e r r  e ph 1 l o a n  p h a  1 e , was
a s u e s  <>'■«:, It was an on ymn 11 <-■ , a 1’ we r e  ">nst f  ea 1 1 1 e s  y p l a n t  e r ,
an■1 t or<' ' 1 ■ * not  Spin- '  1: 1 rri a 1 ■ v r 1 a 1''wn •
' ( S  h i n l t l i . '  t i l s  l i t e r a r y  e a  r o e  r w ' ■ 11 f e u  \  1 t e r  y n ' a n t  e  s
wa s  ho t  h r o o d  a n d  h a d  at .  t u n  s a m e  t i m e ; _ o o d  f o r  i m m e d i a t e
s a n e  e s s ;  bad Pe na l i s e  t he p a h l l r  l a b e l e d  h 1 m a s  a f r i v o l o u s
s  a 1 o a -1. v r■ e m o r a l i s t  a n !  r e f u t e d ,  ''■'('n h; I a f <* l- y e a r ' ’ , *■ o a : -
m i t h i s  t. a i o n r if) .■■■•her a r  o a s  . ' • > e . ■ e r  > i - e wa s  s o  n  i I a i *, i r  o -
f' '  t a h 1 e , a n d  n e r  o s  s a r  y a s  a rrf ’ a r i '' o f  i 11 1 ■ 1 i r  ' 1 o m ̂  11 n 1 e a  t 1 o n ,
a 1 n n e t t ipr'1 we r e  s * 1 1 1 no a a 1 ' y n e..*; ri r a r e p s  , As eyf>n t pe
■ - -1 •' e t v op ’i ron ■ t V War; fur* h e r  ■ ‘ > ■ \ ‘ > \ h ■ ■ ' 1 y r r 1J < ! f1 > l I ‘ e 1 r i a i -
]'i''S nri anh 1 son y, t p e tm'd i n s o 1 en t at r a ■ ’ s 'i.s: Inr t ,r o y o rn -
■n e n  t a n d  r u s  t om " w e r e  s a  r ; ie d ' n t'i  ̂ M ?in , In l u s t  * h 1 f ' w a v ,
t Vi r o ';ah man v pa mrdi ! e t r , 1 'n ye r a t t a r - f e d  s us h a t")s "s as  r ' t r i -
II f y o f  pos i t ,  l o p s ,  t h e  u n t ' a i r  r i v e t s  o f  t h e  u s e l e s s ,  a - v
n o b i l i t y  w h i c h  t r a mme l e d  t h e  r r a i r l e ,  o ,r e pw he ! m t n s  t ayat ,  l o p ,
01 1 -' t h e r ’'I'd t ' ' 1" , A 1 t h i " : a r t  t a l u r  p r o r i ,  r e a l  a n ■ <■ p
, n  e > r ( o j f i , ■)n  t h; e | ;,a " ' ■' ' ■*'  ! 1 ' ' ■ ■ , i i t  U O 1'  We pe S  * i 1 I '' a S" i u 1
v e r y  r o i;e r t , an 1 n 11 st ed ] y if ipoii s h t 1 p 1 a 1 t y an ' : |"1 ■ h a i e <• .
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h r  f o i ' p  h i s  f i n a l  n a r a ^ r a p vi, t h i s  r o o d  c i t i z e n ,  h n p p v  t o  h a v e  
s e r v e d  h i s  r m u n t r y , " y e n  on  o n  n ^ me  a  l a  v i o l  r e  f l a t e n . s e  h e  
1 ' I n v e n t i o n " ' 11' o f  h 1 s n o  I s  o d e ,  it. wa s  . ion a t h a n  S w i f t ,),J who 
h a h  f i r s t ,  p r o p o s e - !  t h e  f i e r i  i n f r y  h a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e  M a n  h i d
► • 1 >; ■ i v  1 e  f ' e  I ] r  1 1 o i  • e > , -  < 1 r M "  * ■ ♦ r  e  : \ h  . 1 ! ! S  : ! ' I r  K ' ’ ■ : * • \ t t i e r
"  1 ! ] tr, 1 ^  1 - ; O  7  J > f  n  r  t i ; H - ! - 1  h  I i e  . ■ i ; e -  1 f 1 ; , j f i  n  U 1 ! ] 1 t ! e s  > r i  I r | ]
*  n e  F r e e r 1 '  t  - o  s  ,r '  e y  y  e . i  i  v ( o h i m d a n r e ,  n s r o y d i n r  t - o  f o y e r ,
’  , e  r  n  i ) '  ’ * ■ r  t f '  w a s  ' >  i  v e  ’  ■ 1 r ' 1 1  t  1: '  ’  1  4 • : r u t  l i e  o  f  ■ 1  n  '  e  n ,
■1 1 i ; 1 11 e e n 1 o f  f e e  w a r  n * * h ‘1 A11 s t r  \ - v  . j u e i' e r  s 1 on  in  1 :d ,
' V v / i n '  I > - j ■ t t' H I ■ * 1 -t. 11 a n d  t  ' e  e  r  i-1 o  i j t  ■ i , ' e  ^  f >ft t r  o ' Ti t i 1 >' > ■ ( i o  y .
. o  i  i  ■ i . ;  i  ] ,  "  ■ i ’ a  n  *  r  • : j  ,  . ■ - - . n ' t  :  m i  ! a r ,
1 ’ A n n ' " ’ - '   ■■ 1 ! ! ■ a  ■ 1 ■ , a s  ; M  ■ ' ■ ■ '  * 1 - a ; ' ' 1 '  t  h e  : ■ a  " ' ( ■
’ a a ,' 1 e  - n.nn t r r"" ■ ' 1' 4 1 •> * ' a r  ♦ r. m  - i id  t. re . -  ; e  p r a t i  e r
' 1 n ■ I e t . t 1 ’e ': a  ; \ y e S , | e ; ■ 4'nS ■ ] 1 j e r' a ‘ \ \ ' \ S t m  1 o pH o -IS S ,1 i T
■ .a' ye  r '-y o h a  F ] v ’ or- n ■- i -.a  ̂ ;" r  f. -. ... f. >., ■> i-j r-y r ■ i ■ 1 1 i") 1 > ■ a a y
If t ' j n , I r, , . >. i , 1 ■ ■ . j i ■ . ‘ I ( - * ' 1 1 , f: f’ /-I. , 1 - r, , y f
I 11 • '11 ) e  -  i r  "c < 4 4 . 1 " ■ 1 ■' ■ ' a t  a * 1 '' .t " ( ■ . : 1 t h ra 1 ] . ■ > i
n in e n * 1 ra ri ■ i' ■ r" : r ’ h ' ■" r r  1 •1 1 f * r . i t t • * " a 4 '! y > ■ 1 f ■ • i 11 * ■. - ■ w \ t 1 [
i;-t r n p e e o . l  W f ’• V * 1 ' 1 M /' * r'‘ T'  ̂ 1 ‘ * '? f i \ t1 T' f"' r ’ l ] 1 t f ' r | Wf • f i  ̂ ' 1
r. '-t ' jn' ]^ 1 7 ( y ; ■ j * i r ■ * = i \ ■ 4 . r r1 ■ : 1 ' i v ! f #
M 'K’ F i’o  1 ’■ i 1 1 v n 1 ' f  1 • l vl ’ * t I i  ̂ f \  t 1 vt l • * it , * ) < Y]  1 \ tt f  * ',v ■ i 1 ’
0 . 0  t  * h .  1  ̂ /  i f> 1/  ' j VI < t"* -x ^  f  V ^ > 1  r , y l 1 i  ̂ v 1 * 1 ■ ( f '  O  " t  I ! ' t  ̂ t . f 4
‘ d V ' r j n  t  t . on ], (■* f \ ■ , 1 j f '  '  y  j : j  1 t  ! * f 1 t  f ' » 1 - i f '  + t • > ■ f !  1 f  *' ■ i TT1 ( '  1 J : ’ f' r ' * 1 *) t > f  '
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p a r t n e r  t o  Berth .1 e r ,  o n l y  t o  denou nc e  him a t  e v e r y  t u r n .
The weapon o f  i r o n y  i s  n e v e r  c o n c e a l e d ; e v e r y  word r i n p s  w i t h  
i t .  I t  i s  c l e v e r l y  done  t u t  the  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  h i s  a t t i t u d e  
i s  b e l l i g e r e n t , o p p r e s s i v e , and me nae iny , . The p i c t u r e  o f  
h e r t . h i e r  a s  the  pertcra l  an '<-■* i — j a -1 ' '■ r i a  1 i. s t  army,  wi th  
Coyer  a s  h i s  number i •;/ nun n i m k l - ’i' i i- t u m o r o u s ,  ou f
r o t  f o m f o r t a b l v  s o ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l wa ys  trie companion who 
dupes  h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  ( v i z . , th- i d  ‘. r a t  t h e i r s  w i l l  h-
a v e r i t a r l e  c r u s a d e  a p a i n s t  t e e  iivi i s  or1 m a t e r i a l i s m ,  
c a u s e  " l o u t  a c t  n o b l e  dans  ..me Croi  s u a e  . " - t' ) m
i ' he i e c l a r a t  i > r  t . r . a t  L n i r  c r u s a d e  w i l l  be  n o b l e  p i v e s  
t' i-f' <“ ■ r i j i t  ■ a n y  I n  in.  t e a l  t h e  . e r i e r u i  a r m h i s  s p y  ■ ■ i i p. n : 
l i k e  t o  J O ,  o i o o 1 h r  f  re*-,  j o f  ! t .■ O e U r c h  a n d  t h e  n o b i l i t y  
w a r  u n l i m i t e d ,  <‘Vfm i n  m a t  t e r R  wh. i oh w e r e  “.o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
c o r r e c t .  T h e r e  i s  a  m o r i a n t  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  B a r i s  a n d  a n c i e n t  
A t h e n s  a s  c e n t e r s  o f  ' e y  '■ w i s  o>-i u r n  t e l  y y ,  .1 e  - ■ i . ;h f e e  n t h  
c e r  t u r y  B r u t u s  u s e s  a  w-■ 1 1 - 1 j m  : f o i  l c  i c l - i a t  ; r o v e s  
h i s  u r p u n e  n t s  o n  a l l .  c o u n t s  too u l t o m a L l r m  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e a l  
a n d  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s .  h e r e  i s  t h e  u n i f i e i  <■ y. c h a n p e  u f  n o n ­
s e n s i c a l  i d e a s  w h i c h  h a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  l a n d s  l i a r ;  o f  v i t u ­
p e r a t i o n  aimed a t  r e r t h i e r ;  mu t  > - r  i a  11 sm > s o u l  > h a r m o n y  . 
v i u l i n  o a c a d e m i c i a n  > m a t e r i a l  i s m . b a c h  e l e m e n t  w i l l  r e ­
a p p e a r  u p  t o  t h e  e n d .
f h e r e  i s  a b a y l e - l i * e  i n t r i c a c y  arid i n t e r w e a v i n g  o f  
t h o u g h t s .  Throughout  t h e  e s s a y ,  Coyer c o n t i n u e s  t o  h i t  hard  
and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i d e a s  nr. m a t e r i a l i s m .  manes
yo
d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  w r i t i n g s  o f  H e l v S t i u s  
and La M e t t r i e .
The end o f  t h e  s e c o n d  o f f e n s i v e  i s  more b r u t a l  t h a n  the
f ^ r s t  by d i n t  o f  t h e  op en  i n s u l t s  h u r l e d  a t  b e r t h i e r  and the
s a r d o n i c  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  h i s  e h r i s t i a n i t y .
M1 f you were  c a l l e d  ' p a n t o u f l e ,  e r u c h e ,  t e t e  & p e r r u q u e 1 ,
you would bear  up under  th e  i n s u l  t s  i n  a v e r y  c h r l s  t i a n
m an n er , but the  m a t e r i a l i s m  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  v e r y  words
g '*
would r a i s e  y our  da n d e r  t " ■ ■' hav i n g  s o l i d l y  s n a r e d  u e r  t h i  e r
i n  the  r a p i d l y  t h i c k e n i n g ;  web o f  h i s  i n c u r s i o n ,  J o y e r  now
p a s s e s  from the  rea lm o f  i s o l a t e d  words to  e x p r e s s  h i s  i d e a s ,
t o  the  v i s u a l ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  he-nee the  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a s p e c t
o f  t h e s e  i d e a s .  He q u e s t i o n s  the  a n i m a t i o n  and a t t r i b u t i o n
o f  a  s o u l  t o  a p a i n t i n g  o r  a s t a t u e .
"Un coup de c i s e a u  de p l u s ,  F i l i a l  i o n  a n i m o i t
s a  s t a t u e .  Louons  l e s  A r t s ;  ma is  ne b l e s s o n s  pas
l a  Foi  ." gd
The same s o r t  o f  e x a m p l e s  c o n t i n u e s ,  riot e v e n  h e s i t a t i n g ,  
t o  l e t  t h e  c a p t u r e d  n e r t h i e r  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f ,  a 
t e c h n i q u e  wh ich  J o y e r  u s u a l l y  a t  l e a s t  r h e t o r i c a l l y  a l l o w s  h i s  
v i c t i m s .  A p o i g n a n t  a l l u s i o n  to  the  v a l u e  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  
o f  the  p e u p l e  ( h e r e , t o n g u e  in  c h e e k ,  l a t e r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r k s ,  
s e r i o u s l y )  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  d i s h o n e s t y  o f  the  o p p r e s s o r s  and  
th e  p i t i f u l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  An a s i d e  a g a i n s t  
1 1 Ami d e s  hommes and f o r  h i s  own N o b l e s s e  com m ercante  i s  
r a t h e r  c l e v e r l y  i n t e g r a t e d , bu t  add n o t h i n g  t o  h i s  r e a l  
a r g u m e n t .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  and f o r  more th a n  t w e n t y  pag.es ,  
t h e r e  i s  a v i c i o u s  hut w a r ra n t ed  j i Iwe a t  the  a u t h o r  o f
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1 1A p o l o g l e  de L o u i s  XIV s u r  l a  r e v o c a t i o n  de  1 1K d l t  de N a n t e s . 
1 1 1 1 8  p o r t i o n  m e r i t s  s o l i t a r y  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l e n g t h ,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  t o t a l  d i s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s u b ­
j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  L e t t r e  au H. P .  b e r t h l e r . The v a s t n e s s  
o f  h i s  t o p i c s  i n  the  A u o l o p l e  c r i t i c i s m  s h o u l d  a l s o  e x c l u d e
* j g
i t  from t h e  l i m i t e d  v i e w  o f  l i e r th  1 e r .
Once back t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  Coyer  w a s t e s  
no t i m e  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  o r  r a t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  
f o r  t h e r e  ar e  two o f  t h e m , both 1e a d i n g  t o  the  same e n a : 
n e r t h i e r ' s  r i d i c u l o u s  war a g a i n s t  an e x a g g e r a t e d ,  m a t e r i a l i s m .  
In the  f i r s t  c o n c l u s i o n  Coyer  m o c k i n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  n e r t h i e r  
t o  c o n t i n u e  f i g h t i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m .  Hr* s e c o n d  c o n c l u s i o n  
s t r i k e s  a f l e e t i n g  blow a t  a n o t h e r  o f  b e r t h l e r 1 s t>£t e s  n o l r s  , 
J a n s e n i s m ,  wh ich  he r e f e r s  to  a s  the  "mons ter  o f  Yp res " ,
Coyer s u g g e s t s  us ini;  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  a more po w er f u l  m o n s t e r ,  
t o  qu ash  . Jans en i sm .  He t e l l s  so r tu i •. r t* > -or i s: ,  i* 1.. 
hi .  "...*rst r i e  ue .’r?v.  u/" . f s  s f i n a l  ' . r u i n s  i s
much, l e s s  s t r o n g  th a n  trie f i r s t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s u p e r f l u o u s ,  
and b e c a u s e  i t  s t a r t s  and f i n i s l . e s  in one  sentence* a t o p i c  
which  h i n t e d  a t  being; new and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but  which remained  
unde v e l o p e d .
The v i t r i o l  i n  L e 1 1 r e  au H.  P.  n e r t h i e r  s u f f i c e d ,  t o
prompt, i t s  p r o h i u i t i o n  on k'j J a n u a r y ,  and i t s  c o n d e m n a t i o n
Q bon o F e b r u a r y . '  This  was the  o n l y  one  o f  C o y e r ' s  w r i t i n g s  
whose  o f f i c i a l l y  r e g i s t e r e d  c o n d e m n a t i o n  r e m a i n s .
Du r ing  the  m i d d l e  o f  the  same y e a r ,  Coyer  was. v i s i t i n g  
the  eomte  dr Helms t u t  1 at. h i s  shnt'*uu de Couaix  : r hr i f .
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Whi le  t h e r e ,  he was f u l f i l l i n g  one  o f  h i s  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  
which  s u p p o r t e d  h im.  There  a r e  two l e t t e r s  from Coyer t o  
M a l e s h e r b e s  as  w e l l  a s  two r e q u e s t s  f o r  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  h im,  
r e g a r d  i  ry\ an i n f  <■'rc' -r . ido 11 by Coy o r  w i t h  t h e  l i  roc  f o u r  de 
i i  b r a l r i o  f o r  an a f  f a i  re  de1 f  am 111 e . The r e i  :n ing  cue  de  
b o u i l l o n  f e l t  t h a t  the  f a m i l y  name was b e i n g  h a r n i e h e d  by 
t h e  h S m o l r e s  de n o r d e a u x . J u s t  e x a c t l y  how the  hSnialr e s  
were  s o i l i n g  t.he f a m i l y  imag*-; was c o m p l i c a t e , .  ami sh'>r.j '<
J f > t e n t  name irifl. uonee d  stand,  l a g .  In t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  
a c t u a l  p e r s o n  b e i n g  wronged was the  l o i y ,  dead u n c l e  o f  
do hi ■ t n 1 r  • m a t  -  grandmother .  the u n c l e  was Mazarir i .  H is  
y e p  L, y ■ ; '■ !'■'■■■ , ’ u  i« -  A’ 1 ' t ar ic i  n l  , m a r 11 i e,  i ( k  d  e  f  r<. -  J  ■ ■: : i n *
■d "! 'i i r ,  due de n o u i l l o n ,  dcux l^me  co::ite d ' b v r e u x .  i t  
. /as ' h i s  : imte d u e h o s s e  de  b o u i l l o n  who was, r e spnn .  ■ i b l e  t i c
■■id,I ; , i ? . > 5 r f 1 s .PhSdre . The MSmoiref; do bordeau*:
were n o t  w r i t t e n  . n e ’- o e a u x ' s  '-o. a  ; f u r y - - m a n s  i e u r  de
o r d e a u x , in l -o t  c d  dec  i j n i a n e e s  and a t t a c h  * to  K a z a r i n ,
d i e d  in  InoO.  They were  not  e v e n  w r i t t e n  ey h im,  a c c o r d i n g ,  
t o  e a r l i e r  and ^u£rard  . i n  the e i  m t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  J a t i e n  
n* l e u r t i l ; '  uperi ly  sp oke  i n j u r i o u s l y  o f  Mazariri  in  t h e s e  
M&molres . I t  was fc'T’ t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  C o y e r 1s b e n e f a c t o r  i eJ  t  
t h e  c a l l  t o  s t a n d  up a g a i n s t  the  d S m o l r e s  de bo r de a ux  a s  
i nu i . y i a n t l y  a s  though  h i s  own f e n e r a t i o n  had a m i  c a l u m -
ip-j
r i a t e d  . '  ’
The p e r i o d  o f  the  n u e r c l i e  de l a  n o L l e s s e  commercanto  
whi eh muimi i :. n't. '  t 1 ■ '' • ■ i ♦ e ;■ f  Coyer '  r; c a r e e r .
His  name was amor,;; t h o s e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  l i t e r a r y  a t t r a c ­
t i o n .  He c o u l d  c o r r e s p o n d  v/I th  M a l e s h e r b e s  a b o u t  f a m i l y  
p o l i t i c s .  C r i t i c s  and f e l l o w  a r t i s t s  l i s t e n e d  t o  h i s  o p i n i o n  
on m a t t e r s  o f  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t - - t h e y  o f t e n  r e j e c t e e  them as  
they  ui . i  / o l t a i r e ’ s or n e r t h i e r ’ s ,  l o t  h i s  v o i c e  was h e a r a .
In l ’b'O, h i s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  became c r y s t a l l i z e d  a s  w e l l ,  
i n  the  o i l  p o r t r a i  t by C o l s o n . The new c o n f i d e n c e  i n s p i r e d  
by h i s  s u c c e s s  w i t h  N o b l e s s e  was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  h i s  b o l d ­
n e s s  and f i r m n e s s  o f  s t y l e .  lie r em ai ne d  a s  i d e a l i s t i c  a s  
e v e r  i n  h i s  p r o j e c t s  f o r  r e f o r m .  The be t t r e  au H. P .  b e r -  
t h i e r  shows t h i s  new c o u r a g e  and s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  He f e l t  
no l e s s  '}iial i f  i 'ui when he l a u n c h e d  a new a t t a c k  i n  f a v o r  o f  
h i s  f e l l o w  f r e e t h i n k e r s ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  P a l i n s o t ’ s s e a t h i n , ■
i i ■J
mockery i n  Les  P h i l o s o p h e s . V o l t a i r e , '  l o u s s e a u  and o t h e r s
on
d i r e c t l y  a t t a c k e d  rem aine d  i n  t h e  backg ro un d '  a f t e r  the  
o p e n i n g  r i g h t ,  p e r h a p s  t o  show t h a t  t h e y  would no t  s t o o p
t o  a p e t t y  q u a r r e l  w i t h  au a u t h o r  th ey  c o n i a e r e u  unworthy
1 110o f  t h e i r  t ime  and e n e r g y ,  ' Coyer ,  a s  t h e  o n l o o k e r ,  f e l t  
c o m p e l l e d  t o  e x e c r a t e  t h i s  u :uner i t eu  anti d i s t a s t e f u l  v i l i f i ­
c a t i o n .  And Pal  i s  s o t ’ s s h a r p  to ng u e  l a s h e d  ba ck .
w/hi le b e r t h i e r  i n  some ways r e t u r n e e  to t h e  s t y l *  wf  
Le t tri  & unc damo an; .1 o i s c urn bo t t r c  & un , ; r a n d . the  D i s -  
c o u r s  s u r  l a  s a t y r e  c o n t r e  l e s  p h i l o s o p h e s . d e s t i n e d  f o r  
t h e  e a r s  o f  h i s  l e a r n S d  c o m r a d e s , i s  a s  e r u d i t e  a s  t h e  
D i s s e r t a t i o n  s u r  l a  d i f f S r e n c e  de deux a n c l e n n e s  r e l i n i o n s . 
Coyer  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h i s  pr o fo un d  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t . f r  drunk
‘>k
t h p a t p r  I n  t h e  h o h  v  o f  h i s  p s n n y ,  I  h a v ^  n n l r ]  t h a t  t h p
p h  1 1 o s o  p h p s  t h P T P S P l v p s  m a d e  n o  h l r n r ,  t  a n h  n p p n  r p p l y  t. o  
P a l  I n  s o t ,  ' t o y  o r  n o n  s  1 h p m h  h l m n o i n  a  p h  1 1 o n  o  p h n  . T h i s  
w o n  1 r) s  p  p  m t o  1 m i 11 v  t }i a  t o 1 t h o i i  y h  ’ ; ' i l  m  m o n n  1 1 y  r  1 h 1 n n  1 f d
In  t h p r  ] a V , |f’o ’/P r  Won M 1 V ' r  ' ' ‘ ' ' "  1 • ( * ’. o n  ; I p n 1 r j f' nn  f  t'nr, t M 1 lor :
a i ■’ o , i i f ' i’ f  h ’ 1 ■' a a 1 t n ■■ y l ! l p i ) 1 , Kvnrp t h ' 1 o i 'Pn 1 n v r *’r i -
t n r r o  t. o t h p  r 1 o r ■ 1 n a , t h p a h hA i I ;i v ' ’ a t r  1 p ] p r o  ] p —  1 n a
a t v l n t >i a f l a  f' a f* 1 1 1 a r  t o  '; a h r  1 p 1 !■’ Pan  ’o 1 a ' ,’n y p r  . A l m o s t
1 V s  1 p 1 r  h t -'if h n  n r' , P ’ n n rp a 1 na' * ►. o o *’ p"  t a n ■ t 1 n p' : ■ hi 1 1 o a o p h n
t ■ v c 1 a 1 *" * n v" n n * * o o i • i t i r  1 -  o l a 1 1 1 ■r ■ o t r p  v ■' p , At t h n m m  f1
t i t ip V f> rp | j o t i v i ' v p A " o ' -  t i ' o  r 1 1t v a ' ’ a t > a V. P o r V o p  ] t > s 
'■ t  ■ 'p m  {■< i • a  a  ’ r O n  f n  o  - > 1 i ; ' 1 ; p  '  I f P  ■ \ \ '■ ■ ; >1 n  t a  j i > p p  o n  a  } '' ' 1  * 1 J' ** ,
a o O r" P ■ 1 V W 1 r   ̂ WO'1 n o t  o n r r  ' a , a r ' 11 ' ' a 1 t ’ a 1 ■ P  ’,r O a 1 a I t  a'- r i 1 1 ■ _
r-onnr' t i 1 1 1 -man n « r fH , ans In >'yt rP""1 !y n.onp f a s t o ,  h pw
r ■ 1 a  y w r  1 tf'h t  s n o n  IP  s t a p h  a t  a w i l n a T  a ^ t a l  ! ^ ' l  r s n ' r v u ' l  s o n
w 1 t Vi V n l  1 n  i • n  o n  A 1' 1 "  * o  ' ■ h a n  *1 a  .
A l w a y s  r ■ s o  f "  a + 1 r i a * h < ■ an t i 1 '■ •.■on-] ' ’ o V p n r a  1 s n s' ' h (1
r i ■ o  a  ,■ 1 o  11 p  r  M  o  n w  \  \ 1 <' 11 w i l l  t o  h i 1' "  f 1 * \ t r  a  1 t h  p  n> p  i
"I ' hotin^t p t p tat t ■ i 1 a '! o a — * —(i 1 1 p p t p 1 i p s ■ ■ A p -Ians ! a
p 1 n r  r* ; a  • P h  1 1 o  s  o r > p  ; '  7 ' ( ' S i  ] p p o  1 n  r : a  1 1 1 f a  a *
A r i n i n s ! r ,  n o n  m a n  r p r n r n r  ‘ r  t o 1 s a l  ‘■' S'  P a l * ' ,  
m a l a  m a n  t - r p ’ ^ n  1 r  a  p  1 a  1 a  a  1 r p i i  p r o  1 t :' r  P a  1 v n  .  " ' ( ' !
,J 1 f  h  r  P  n  P  p  P t  n n '  t v ,  t h  1 r ■ a  r i ryi F ■ t p a U ' f i t  ' / M i l  P m !  h i s  P  s. s  O V .
^ n l  1 & p n  H a p p p p h p h  ' i n h  w i l l  - a ' w a y "  p p  n o n n l a r  t ' p n a a . " p  h i s
r r i o r l - r p v y  w a s  n o t  r n i ’ V n n - i  1 , h u t  u n  1 , f p t n n i  .  / / h P r p a a  * o n -
r  1 p n  t A t h n n l a n s  1 n t i ^ h p ' ' !  a t  t . h p  e x r o n s p  o p  t , h p l n  t o s P  l l l a s -
h ' l n a r' n 1 t 1 ” pn  " , t h p  v a l s o  1 a a v  h p h  a f t  h P t n s  p ! "  p r  , A *
l e a s t  t h e r e  was an " e s p r i t  d ' S q u i t S " .  hu t  i f  we c a n n o t
l a u g h  a t  o u r s e l v e s ,  or  s t a n d  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  l a u g h  a t  u s ,  I s
i t  j u s t  t o  l a u g h  a t  them? With t h i s ,  Coyer  makes h i s  t h e s i s
He a c h i e v e s  h i s  b e s t  c r i t i c i s m  i n  the  a r t i c l e  t h r o u g h  p a r a b l
and h i s t o r i c a l  e x a m p l e s .  He s t u d i e s  C o o r a t e s ,  Homer,  ana
A r i s t o p h a n e s  c l o s e l y  and a n n o u n c e s  a m o r a l :
" C e t t e  d i f f e r e n c e  quo l a  G r i c e  i :dt e n t r e  Home re  
iV A r i s t o p h a n e ,  d o i t  a p p r e n d r e  aux h c r i v a i n s  q u 1une  
plume s a g e  a s s u r e  h i o n  micux  l e u r  g l o i r e  que l a  
d(!nl  c e  l a  s a t y  re . "102
k a l i s s o t  d i d  n o t  t u r n  a d e a f  e a r  to  t h i s  a s s a u L t ;  he
r e s p o n d e d  i n  k i n d .  1 r. o n e  r i p o s t  e se  v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r
no c i t e s  p a r t  o f  a t’at.de by La h o u t a i n e  wh i r.h shows how he1
: n n o r :
"Coci  s ' a u r e s s o  i  v o u s ,  e s p r i  t s  c, u d e r n i e r  o r d r c ,
(iui  n ' & t a n t  bon & r i e n ,  e h o r c h e z  s u r t o u t  ?i mordre  ;
7ous  vous  t.ourmentes.  vai  n c n o n t .
C r o y e z - v o u s  que  vo s  d e n t s  imprinient  l e u r s  o u v r a g e s
Cur t a u t  do beaux o u v r a g e s ?  ,
H r  sort ,  pour  vou s  d ' a i r a i n ,  d ' a o i e r , d-1 d i a m a n t , "  k-
l a y e r ' s  r e s e r v e  in  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  < d’ Le.s L h i l o s o p h e s  was both
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and w i s e ;  l-lorel l e t  was i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  two
1 0Amonths a f t e r  his.  own v c r l w l  lunp;e a t  P a l i s s o t ' s  p l a y .
r'or some t i m e ,  Coyer  has  been p r e p a r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  
l e n g t h y  work,  a th r e e 1 volume  h i s t o r y  o f  J e a n  So Die  s k i .  At  
age  f i f t y - f o u r  a l o n g  w i t h  the  h a n i t u a i l y  b i t t e r  t o n g u e  o f  
some c r i t i c s ,  t h e  p r a i s e  from o t h e r s  and h i s  s u c c e s s  
have  m a t u r ed  h i s  p e n .  liver: w h i l e  w r i t i n g  on c o m m i s s i o n ,  
t h e  abb£ a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n e d  an i n d e p e n d e n t  s p i r i t .  Grimm,  
d e s p i t e  h i s  h a r s h n e s s  t owards  Co ye r ,  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  h o n e s t y  
i n  h i s  w o r k s .
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"En g S n & r a l , 11 f a u t  r e n d r e  l a  j u s t i c e  & M. 1 1abb$  
Coyer  que  s e s  f t c r i t s  s o n t  I ' o u v r a g e  d 1un p a r f a i t e -  
ment honnf i te  homme; i l s  o n t  t o u j o u r s  c o n s e r v S  l e  
c a r a c t ^ r e  e s t i m a b l e  d 1une bonne p h i l o s o p h i e ,  d ' u n e  
n o b l e  l i b e r t S , d e  1 * amour e n f i n  de l a  j u s t i c e , d o  
l a  v S r i t S ,  de l a  t o l e r a n c e ,  de 1 ' h u m a n i t S .  On ne 
t r o u v e r a  aucun  S e r i v a i n  q u i  a i t  p l u s  i n v a r i a b l e m e n t  
de m e i l l e u r s  p r i n c i p e s  e t  un m e i l l e u r  b u t ,  e t  e ' e s t  
un a s s e z  gr and  m S r i t e  dans  un s i ^ c L e  ou t a n t  de  
l a c h e s  r n e r c e n a i r e s  o n t  vendu l e u r  plume S. l a  f a v e u r   ̂
e t  a r r a n g e n t  l e u r s  i d S e s  s e l o n  l e  v e n t  q u i  s o u f f l e . "
oome thought-  t h a t  t h e  N o b l e s s e  coinmercante  was a  work o f
command from someone  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t
Ch lnk l  ( 17 6d )  was hone* on r e q u e s t .  There i s  nothing;  t o
p r e v e n t  t h e  : > e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  H l s t o i r e  de J e a n  d o b l e s k i . r o l  de
P o l o g n e  was w r i t t e n  f o r  h i s  ward ,  whose  m ot he r  was J e a n
1 Of'u o b I e s k i  1 s g r a n d d a u g h t e r .  The h i s t o r y  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o
"son a l t , e s s e  r i o n s e i g n e u r  l e  P r i n c e  de b o u i l l o n . "
H e s i u e s  Coyer  and t h e  C h e v a l i e r  de  .Taucourt ,  who
p l a g i a r i z e d  an enormous  amount c f  i n f o r m a t i o n  from Coyer
107f o r  h i s  a r t i c l e  on Po land  in  t h e  Knc .yc lop$d; e . few 
p h i l o s o p h e r  were  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  P o l a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was t h e  
homeland  o f  the  qu een  M a r i e - L e e z i n s k a . Even V o l t a i r e ,  t o  
whom h i s t o r i a n s  u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e  the  p a t e r n i t y  o f  modern  
h i s t o r i c a l  m e t h o d o l o g y  and the  d e s i r e  f o r  a c c u r a c y ,  borroweu  
f a c t s  on Poland  from C o y e r 7 UiLi
R e g a r d i n g  modern h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ,  Coyer  r e m a i n s  w i t h  
t h e  o l d  s c h o o l ,  but  l e a n s  s t r o n g l y  towards  an improvement  
i n  a c c u r a c y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  'That i s ,  w h er ea s  he l o o k e d  
upon h i s  t o r y  a s  be i  ng a mo ra l  g u i d e  a s  he s t a t e d  i n  h i s  
p r e f a c e  t o  d o b j e s k l . and h i s  method was t o  c h o o s e  a h e r o
and p r e s e n t  him a n e c d o t a l l y .  H e r e ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  abb§
r e a l i s e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l
109and f i r s t  hand i n l o r m a t l o n .  H is  g r a v e s t  f a u l t s  were
t h o s e  o f  a l l  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i a n s .  H. K.
btromberg;  has  s u c c i n c t l y  s t a t e d  t h e  main problem:
"Kan was v i ew ed  a b s t r a c t l y  r a t h e r  than  e m p i r i ­
c a l l y ,  a n a l y t i c a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  : ■ i s  t o r i c a l l y . 
byes  were  tu r n e d  on man i n  h i s  e a r t h l y  s e t t i n g  
w i t h  a new i n t e r e s t ,  but  m o s t l y  on a r a t i o n a l  man
i n  a  s t a t i c  s o c i e t y ,  no t  on h i s t o r i c  man i n  a
moving  s o c i e t y .  There  was no n o t i o n  o f  an  o r ­
g a n i c  g r o w t h .  The i d e a  o f  p r o g r e s s  was an a b r u p t  
and r e a l l y  u n e x p l a i n e d  daw ning  o f  r e a s o n  a f t e r  
c e n t u r i e s  o f  m e a n i n g l e s s  d a r k n e s s . * 1 1 0
d e s p i t e  t h e  s t a t i c ,  a n e c d o t a l  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  b o o k , 
t h e r e  i s  a d i s t i n c t  s e n s e  o f  m o t i o n  i n  the  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t.h 
h e r o ,  Jean  J o t i e s k l .  There  i s  a!, so  a f e e l i n g  o f  c o m p l e t e ­
n e s s  i n  the  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a s  f a r  as  f a c t s  ano v i s u a l  im age s  
a r c  c o n c e r n e d .  Coyer d i v i d e s  h i s  t h r e e  vo lumes  i n t o  n i n e  
b o o k s .  . ' le- I ' t i t L r ’1'' f i r s t  boos e v e '  < •: • t o  a  f a c t u a l  h i s t
o f  T o l a r ;  a r c  P o l i c e  r u b  r:: *'rn:, t.1.' : i d ' '  ■ . y  ;ry to  b n . '
5u > v e j ; f e r 1 . ,!) ; . ' i < ■!. t y. t i . > {! : n f e r i a l  c on] l e  ted , the
a u t h o r  b*’()i u s  w i t h  t t v  1 i f  ■ d’ . f ; in here', two.  much
b o o h  *. ■ i1 ■ ?1' ■ a  f  t, i ■ j ■ i . n l i :  m l  d i v i s i o n ,  a  r : : . a . l ]  c o m p a r t m e n t
e a s i l y  d i g i o s t e d  oy the i'<m i  , | t  r i o d  o f  t i m e ,
: c c a u s e  o f  h i s  pr i mary  u-J4r-:-- , ■ .< a t o f  the  h i s t o r y  
i s  b u i l t  around e x c i t i n g  and b i o  >rb -att.lf.es i n  whicr.  o o b l ­
ock i  s h o n e .  C h a r a c t e r  p o r t r a y a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  H o b b ’uk- 
and t e e  q u e e n ,  i s  < ■' i ■ o f  a u t h o r ' s  s ' r o n g e r  p o i n t s .  As
C o y e r ' s  own I d e a s ,  He a l w a y s  yi  v e s  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  comm erce,  t o t n j  l i b e r t y  
f o r  n o M l l  by and p e a s a n t r y  , r ' C i . i o r r  1 e ” • 
g r a p h i c  p r e c i s i o n ,
'Hie h e r o  he c h o s e  p l u s  h i s  own h o n es t .v  o f  p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  p u t  Coyer i n  a d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n .  At t i m e s ,  a s  when  
he s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  a b s o l u t e  monarchy and r e l i g i o n ,  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  was d a n g e r o u s .  O f t e n  he i s  b e t w e e n  o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s .
He d e f e n d s  e q u a l i t y  o f  c l a s s e s ,  but s e e k s  and p r a i s e s  
n o b i l i t y ,  e v e n  i n  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ;  he new er  m i s s e s  an  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  c o n f o r m ! t y - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  
y e t  he d i d  n o t  aban d o n  h i s  own t i t l e  o f  a b b £ , He i n f l u e n c e u  
many p e o p l e  a t  o n c e  w i t h  b o b l e s k i . and t h e  work i m p r e s s e d  
t h e  d e p o s e d  P o l i s h  k i n / 7; S t a n i s l a s  t o  w h ose  academy he b e l o n g e d  
and w hose  p r o t e c t i o n  he r e c e i v e d .  He d e d i c a t e d  i t  t o  h i s  
own p r o t e c t o r ,  t h e  due de b o u i l l o n ,  who was a d i r e c t  
d e s c e n d a n t  o f  h i s  h e r o ;  b u t  he  r i s k e d  p u t t i n p  t h e  duke i n  
an u n c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  a t  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  he p r o t e c t e d  
s u c h  an  o u t s p o k e n  w r i t e r .  P r e s s u r e  from an o f f e n d e d  r u l e r  
c o u l d  f o r c e  t h e  duke t o  q u i t  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  C o y e r .  ~ > oblesk l  
c o u l d  a l s o  have  drawn t h e  q u e e n ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  him; o n l y  
h e r e  he f a i l e d  u t t e r l y ,  f o r  t h e  o p p o s i t e  r e s u l t e d ,  L 1h i s -  
t o i r e  de J ca n  do b i e s k l  was s u p p r e s s e d  2‘> March l ' / b l ,  and 
Coyer  deemed i t  w i s e  t o  t a k e  a q u i c k  t r i p  u n t i l  t h e  s i  t u a -  
t i o n  became c a l m e r .  H is  c e n s o r  was p u t  i n  the  b a s t i l l e .
borne o n e  a t  c o u r t  was p u t t  inp p r e s s u r e  o n  P a l e s h e r b c s ' 
f uth< r , t!:« )!rii ‘i I i 1 • r La: ;•••! , whe i :• tut':, was '-e» r>- i •.
h i s  s o n  i n t o  condemning; t h e  h i s t o r y .  L e t t e r s  b e t w e e n  f a t h e r
and s o n  show t h e  d i s c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  and t h e  j u s t i c e
112o f  t h e  l a t t e r .  H ow ever .  M a l e s h e r b e s  f i n a l l y  s i g n e d  an
arrfe t  de c o n s e i l . He e v e n  p e n n e d  o u t  a  d e t a i l e d  m a n u s c r i p t  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  c i t a t i o n s  s h o w in g  where  t h e  book was u n d e s i r a b l e .  
G r o s c l a u d e  has  g i v e n  a  rSsurnS o f  t h e s e  r e a s o n s :  J o k e s  on
r e l i g i o n ,  e x a g g e r a t e d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  r e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  k i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  House o f  A u s t r i a ,
and f i n a l l y ,  numerous u n d e s i r a b l y  p r e s e n t e d  c o n t e m p o r a r y
n  , 113a l l u s i o n s .
The g o v e r n m e n t  and t h e  c o u r t  were n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  
h a r sh  i n  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  G o b i e s k t . A l t h o u g h  V o l t a i r e  
showed amazement a t  C o .yer 's  e x i l e ,  he d e f e n d e d  t h e  a u t h o r
H d
a g a i n s t  p e r s e c u t i o n  b u t  n o t  f o r  t h e  m e r i t  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y .
A few  c r i t i c s  fo u n d  some d e s e r v i n g  q u a l i t i e s ,  but  a l w a y s  
f o l l o w e d  them by p o i n t i n g  o u t  d i s t i n c t  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  s t y l e .  
O t h e r s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  l o o k  f o r  g o o d  p o i n t s ,  
and m in c e d  no words  c o n c e r n i n g  what t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  a f f e c t e d ,  
s h a l l o w  and u n w orth y  o f  b e i n g  c a l l e d  h i s t o r y . L ' H i s t o i r e
de J e a n  b o b l e s k 1 s t i l l  managed t o  m a i n t a i n  p o p u l a r i t y  b e ­
c a u s e  i t  had t h r e e  e d i t i o n s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  a  f o u r t h  i n  t h e
QEuvres c o m p l e t e s  ( 1 7 8 2 ) ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  saw t r a n s l a t i o n
117i n t o  f o u r  f o r e i g n  t o n g u e s .
Where t h e  abbS t r a v e l e d  d u r i n g  h i s  s e l f - i m p o s e d  e x i l e  
and how l o n g  he  was a b s e n t  r em a in  unknown. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  he s p e n t  some t im e  i n  a n e i g h b o r i n g  ch& teau  w i t h  h i s  own
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friends or friends of the Bouillon family. It is unlikely
that he crossed the border into another country, because
he save his personal impressions of all other countries
he v i s i t e d  ( I t a l y ,  H o l l a n d ,  and  E n g l a n d ) .  Coyer  p r o b a b l y
w ent  t o  v i s i t  V o l t a i r e  a t  F e r n e y .  V o l t a i r e  w r o t e  t o  h i s
f r i e n d  D a m i l a v i l l e  on 7 S e p t e m b e r  1 7 6 1 .
" J ' a i  c h e z  moi 1 1abb€ C o y e r ,  J e  s u i s  e n c o r e  
c o n c e v o i r  l e s  r a i s o n s  pour  l e s q u e l l e s  on  
I 1a  f a i t  v o y a g e r  q u e l q u e  t e m p s .  I I  f a u t  que  
. I ' a i e  1 ' e s p r i t  b i e n  b o u c h 6 . Bl l b
A s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n
Coyer  a nd  V o l t a i r e ,  and was r e c o u n t e d  many t i m e s  a f t e r w a r d s
a s  an e x a m p le  o f  V o l t a i r e ' s  w i t  and C o y e r 1s l a c k  o f  i t .  I t
s eems  t h a t  the  abi^* d r o p p e d  i n  u n e x p e c t e d l y  cm V o l t a i r e  at
F e r a e y  and made i t  known t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  sp en d  a t
l e a s t  s i x  weeks  a s  a h o u s e  g u e s t ,  t o  w h ic h  V o l t a i r e  r e p l i e d
w i t h  a  q u e s t i o n ,
"M. I ' a b b S ,  s a v e z - v o u s  l a  d i f f e r e n c e  q u ' i l  y a 
e n t r e  Ltom -Q uichotte  e t  v o u s ?  C o s t  q u ' i l  p r e -  
n a i t  d e s  a u b e r g e s  p o u r  d e s  c h a t e a u x ,  e t  vous  
p r e n e z  l e s  ch & tea u x  pour  d e s  a u b e r g e s ." 1 1 9
I t  seem s  m ost  l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h e  I n c i d e n t  took  p l a c e  n o t  d u r i n g  
t h e  1761 v i s i t ,  a s  uachaum ont s u g g e s t s ,  but  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 7 7 0 ' s ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  was n e v e r  r e c o r d e d  i n  c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n c e  o r  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s .  nachaum ont d a t e s  
t h e  a n e c d o t e  i n  1 7 6 1 ,  but  d o e s  n o t  r e p o r t  i t  u n t i l  1 7 7 7 .
I>a H a r p e 1 s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  m e n t i o n s  I t  I n  1 7 7 7 .  P au l  C laud e  
M o u lto n  r e l a t e d  I t  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  J a k o b  H e i n r i c h  M e i s t e r  i n  
17 7 7 ,  a s  an e x a m p le  o f  V o l t a i r e ' s  c o n t i n u e d  s p r y n e s s  .
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Coyer  p r o b a b l y  s p e n t  some t i m e  a t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t
p l a c e s ,  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  F e r n e v .  S o b l e s k l  was s u p p r e s s e d
i n  March.  V o l t a i r e  d i s c u s s e d  i t s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  i n  A p r i l ,
and q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  Coyer  w ere  r e a l l y  i n  e x i l e .  On
o J u l y ,  t h e  o l d  p h l l o s o p h e  w r o t e  ar .a in  t o  d 'A r p ;e n ta l  a b o u t
Coyer i n  a  manner t h a t  would s u r e s t  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  y e t
met i n  p e r s o n ,  but  t h a t  V o l t a i r e  had h e a r d  rumors o f  C o y e r ' s
s o c i a l  im a^ e .
“h i  1 1 abb£ C oyer  p a r l e  c o m e  i l  § c r i t  11 
d o i t  fetre  f o r t  a i m a b l e .  Mais ma mfere q u i  
a v a i t  vu D e sp rS a u x  d i s a i t  que c ' S t a i t  un 
bon l i v r e  e t  un s o t  homme.H121
There were  o t h e r s  who d i d  know C oyer  p e r s o n a l l y  and
who o p e n l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  found him d u l l  com pany.  On 
1? November 1 7 6 b ,  D i d e r o t  r e p o r t e d  to  J o p h i e  V o l l a n d  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s a l o n  w o r l d .  One s p e c i f i c  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  
b a ro n n e  d* Hoi bach  s h a r e d  h e r  c a r r i a g e  w i t h  D i d e r o t ,  ivi . de  
b e v e l i n ^ e ,  and Grimm, On th e  way t o  a c o n c e r t ,  Grimm com­
m en ted  on t h e  b a r o n n e 1s c o n q u e s t  o f  t h e  abb€ C o y e r .
" II  e s t  v r a i  q u ' e l l e  a v a i t  § t §  e x p o s S ,  p e n ­
d a n t  t o u t e  l a  s o i r f i e ,  a  s a  p ; a l a n t e r i e ,  q u ' e l l e  
a p p e l a i t  du m i e l  de  Narbonne ;y?itS."122
fwo y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  b a ro n n e  s t i l l  c l u n #  t o  t h e  same iraa^e ,
a s  t o l d  by D i d e r o t .
"Da baronn e  d i t  que 1 'a b b S  Coyer e s t  du m i e l  de  
Narbonne t o u r n 5 ,  q u ' i l  ne f a u t  p a s  l e  l u i  e n v o y e r .
buch  o p i n i o n s ,  h o w e v e r  d i d  n o t  h i n d e r  t h e  a b b f i ' s  s o c i a l
l i f e ,  a s  i s  v i s i b l e  from h i s  w a rd r o b e  p;iven i n  t h e  i n v e n t a l r e
1 s . C o y e r 1 s WEinirolxi t e n d s  t o  s u s  t t h a t  h i s
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m i l i e u  was more t h e  " p e t i t e  b o u r g e o i s i e "  t h a n  t h e  g r a n d  
m onde. C oyer  u n d o u b t e d l y  f e l t  more a t  e a s e  i n  a  s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  w here  h e  d i d  n o t  have  t o  c o m p e te  w i t h  t h e  m ost  
g l i t t e r i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  F re n c h  s o c i e t y .  M a l i b r a n  men­
t i o n s  t h a t ,  *11 f u t  p e u t - ^ t r e  If.* D i d e r o t  d 1 un s a l o n  &
H1 2^i s a  m e s u r e ."
Among t h e  g r e a t e s t  names o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  
s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s .  V o i s e n o n  d e s c r i b e s  H o u s s e a u ' s  
m ost  u n p a r d o n a b l e  cr im e  a s  b e i n g  b o r i n g ,  "but i f  a l l  b o r e s
1 2 ‘iw ere  e x i l e d ,  t h e r e  would  be a l o t  l e s s  r e n t  t o  c o l l e c t . "
A c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e p o r t e r  o f  P a r i s i a n  m ores  f e l t  thj-b n t n - r  
■ ;k t d i s t i n c t  4 ' iva . ' i la ;v  fv> ■■ men i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  and e s p e ­
c i a l l y  e d u c a t e d  men, b e c a u s e  t h e  L a d ie s  w i t h  no l e a r n i n g  
s p o k e  w i t h  e a s e  and u n c o n c e r n  f o r  g r a m m a t ic a l  e r r o r s .
"Au l i e u  q u 1un homme q u i  a f a i t  s e s  S t u d e s ,  c r a i n t  
de s e  t r o m p e r ,  i l  y va a pas  rnesu r S s  , de s o r t e  que  
c e t t e  t i n i d i  t §  t  i c n t  s o n  <;spri t c a c h £  . I I  y  a d e s  
s a v a n s  q u i  s e m b l e n t  h S b e t e c  on c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  l e u r  
e s p r i t  e s t  pour  l e s  m a t i e r e s  s S r i e u s e s , y non pour  
l e s  p e t i t e s  c h o s e s  d o n t  on a a ccou tu m S de s ' e n t r e -  
t e n i r . "12b
The r e a l  f a u l t ,  t h e n ,  l a y  i n  t h e  c u s to m s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  th e  
i  nd i  v i d u a l .
At t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  S o b i e s k i , t h e  J e s u i t s  
were  n o t  i n  t h e  good  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e .  A l i v e  
h a t r e d  f o r  p r i e s t s  had b een  v i s i b l e  f o r  more t h a n  t e n  y e a r s .  
D 'A r g e n s o n  t e l l s  how t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  on th e  s t r e e t  c a u s e d  
h o o t s  and boos  i n  1 7 5 3 .  how a t t e n d a n c e  a t  c h u r c h  and e n r o l l m e n t  
a t  J e s u i t  s c h o o l s  d i m i n i s h e d .  At c a r n i v a l  t im e  one o f  the
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f a v o r i t e  c o s t u m e s  was a r i d i c u l o u s  m ockery  o f  t h e  h a b i t s  o f
127b i s h o p s ,  a b b o t s ,  monks o r  n u n s .  S a t i r i c a l  c o n t e s  and
12poems a p p e a r e d  c o p i o u s l y  i n  h a r s h  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s .
F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 7 6 2 ,  t h e  P a r l e m e n t  o f  P a r i s ,  c o n f i r m e d  by an
129e d i c t  from t h e  k l n p ,  s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  J e s u s ,
I t  was an u n c o m f o r t a b l e  t im e  f o r  members o f  t h e  J e s u i t  o r ­
d e r s .  I t  was a l s o  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r  C o y e r ,  v l s -&.-v i s  S o b l e s k i . 
T here  e x i s t s  nothin/-:  t o  I n d i c a t e  why he bepan e x t e n s i v e  
t r a v e l s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  but  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  n o t  
t o  s e e k  an e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t em p eram en t  o f  t h e  
t i m e s ,  e s p e c i a l l v  ' 'on cern lnr:  t h e  f i r s t  t r i p ,  w h ic h  f o l l o w e d  
c l o s e l y  b e h in d  h i s  s e l f - i m p o s e u  e x i l e .  I n  1 7 6 3 - b d ,  he went  
t o  I t a l y ,  i n  1 7 6 3  he was i n  London,  and i n  1769 he t r a v e l l e d  
i n  H o l l a n d .
S t i l l  i n  F r a n c e ,  but  n o t  i n  P a r i s ,  i n  1763  C oyer  b e ­
came a member o f  t h e  Academ ic  de f a n c y .  d o u b t l e s s l y  h i s  
a c c e p t a n c e  wa3 i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  rood f a v o r  w h ich  1 1 H i s t o i r e  
de J e a n  S o b i e s k i  b r o u r h t  from t h e  d e p o s e d  P o l i s h  k i n r  S t a n i s ­
l a s ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  a c ad em y .  I t  meant a  l o t  t o  Coyer t o  be 
a i d e  t o  s a y  t h a t  he was an a c a d e m i c i a n .  I t  was a p r e e d  i n  
p e n e r a l  t h a t  t h e  members o f  an academy s h o u l d  be th e  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l l y  e l i t e ,  c h o s e n  by m e r i t ,  d e v o t e d  t o  th e  e x c h a n g e  o f  
i d e a s  and th e  d i f u s i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  With su ch  d e f i n i t e
c r i t e r i a ,  m em b ersh ip  i n  an  academy was a  g u a r a n t e e  o f  p r e s -  
130t i p e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l t h o u g h  m em bersh ip  was t o  be b a s e d
on m e r i t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a c a d e m i e s .
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t r u e  e q u a l i t y  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  I t  was a  t i g ; h t  c i r c l e  w h ic h  
e x c l u d e d  a l l  who d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  means t o  c o n f o r m  w i t h  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  norms t h a t  d e f i n e d  i t .  I t s  l i m i t s  w e re  a l w a y s  i n  
t h e  t a l e n t e d  b o u r g e o i s i e .  O n ly  i n  v e r y  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n  d i d  
t h e  m e r c h a n t s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  o r  a r t i s a n s  a t t a i n  a c a d e m i c  
e n t r y . 1 31
" E l i e s  s o n t  f o n d f i e s  p a r  l a  n o b l e s s e  p r o v i n c i a l e ,  
l a  m a p ; i s t r a t u r e , l e  c l e r ^ S ,  p a r  d e s  p r i v i l S n i e s . "1 32
P r o v i n c i a l  a c a d e m i e s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  number r a p i d l y , 1 ^
i n  f a c t ,  much t o o  r a p i d l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s o m e . .  V o l t a i r e  saw
t h e i r  v i o l e n t  g r o w t h  a s  " f u n e s t e  au proivr&s du bon Rofit"
and e n v i s i o n e d  a i l  o f  F r a n c e  b e c o m in g  o n e  hu^e a cadem y from
1 34?au t o  JJunkirk.  b e s i d e s  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  m e m b e r s h ip ,
m o st  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a g r e e d  w i t h  D i d e r o t  a s  >o t h e  m ain  f a u l t  
o f  p r o v i n c i a l  a c a d e m i e s :  t h e y  w ere  n o t  t h e  A cad em ic  r’r a n -
g a i  s o .
"be s t y l e  de:; a c a d e m i e s  p r o v i n c i a t e s  ne s a u r a i t  
fe tr e  f c e l u i  de 1 ' A c a d S m i e  f r a n g o i s e ,  i l  ne f a u t  
pou r  s ' e n  c o n v a i n c r e  q u e  l i r e  l e s  o u v r a g e s  e t  
l e s  d i s c o u r s  m&mes d e s  p r i n c i p a u x  rnembres q u i  
l e s  c o m p o s e n t . ' * 1 3 b
The abbS  C o y e r 1s s p e e c h  a t  h i s  r e c e p t i o n  i n t o  t h e  AcadSm ie
de Nancy on J u n d a y ,  t h e  e i g h t h  o f  May, 1 / 6 3 ,  f a l l s  s q u a r e l y
i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  I n  a r i ^ i d  c o n s t r u c t i o n
o f  p y r a m id  n a t u r e ,  t h e  ab b €  p r a i s e s  D t a n i s l a s ,  l a u d s  t h e
a n c i e n t s ,  p i v e s  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,
"What i s  a  Man o f  L e t t e r s ? " ,  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t s ,  and
e n d s  w i t h  a  f i n a l  word a b o u t  D t a n i s l a s .  'The s p e e c h  I s  d u l l .
I t  fa w n s  t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c i a n s  who i n d u c t e d  h im .  I t  s a y s
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n o t h i n #  new o r  s t r i k i n # ,  and. i t  i s  p l a t i t u d i n o u s  t o  a  d e c r e e  
w h ic h  h a s  t o  make t h i s  s p e e c h  t h e  m o st  u n o r i g i n a l  p i e c e  
C oyer  c o m p o s e d .  b u t ,  i t  i s  more r e v e a l i n g  o f  Cover t h e  man,  
t h e  " S c r i v a i n  de t r o i s i & m e  o r d r e " ,  t h a n  a n y t h i n #  e l s e  he  
w r o t e ; and i t  i s  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  I s h a l l  s t u d y  i t  i n  
d e t a i l  l a t e r .
Coyer  s e e s  t h e  homme de l e t t r e s  a s  a  s a g e ,  an  e n l i g h t e n e d
i n t e l l e c t u a l  whose  rew ard  i s  g l o r y .  he t e a c h e s  and he
l e a r n s . H is  h a r s h e s t  c r i t i c  i s  t h e  p u b l i c , w h ic h  c o l d l y
d e s p i s e s  m e d i o c r i t y .  How c o u l d  he  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  o b j e c t i v e l y
aw are  o f  h i s  own v i s i o n  i n  th e  p u b l i c  e y e  when he s a i d ,
"Le P u b l i c . e s t  s a n s  m i s £ r i c o r d e . V o l e z  & 
l ' e n t r f i e  de  l a  c a r r i & r e ,  i l  v o u s  a p p l a u d i t .
Tombez au m i l i e u  ou au t e r m e ,  11 v o u s  c o u v r e  
de p o u s s i £ r e .  C ep en d a n t  q u e l  e s t  l e  g f in ie  
t o u j o u r s  s e m b l a b l e  h  l u i - m e m e ? " 1 3 6
K n l i r h t e n m e n t  w a tc h w o r d s  l i k e  r e a s o n ,  n a t u r e ,  i n s t r u l r e .
j u s t i c e ,  e t c .  a p p e a r  f r e q u e n t l y  and p l a c e  him among th e
p h i l o s o p h e s . n u t  th e  o v e r a l l  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t ,  w h i l e  s i n c e r e - -
b e c a u s e  e v e r y t h i n #  C oyer  w r o t e  was h o n e s t ,  f o r t h r i g h t  and
s i n c e r e - - t h e . y  a r e  t h e  shadows o f  what a l l  o t h e r  p h l l o s o p h e s
had s a i d  b e f o r e  h im .  As a l r e a d y  w i t n e s s e d  i n  L e t t r e  & une
Jeu n e  d a m e . D f tc o u v e r te  de  l a  p l e r r e  p h i l o s o p h a l e . 1 1AnnSe
m e r v e l l l e u s e . and p a r t s  o f  t h e  N o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . C o y e r ' s
o r i g i n a l i t y  s o m e t im e s  l a y  i n  t h e  r e s h a p i n g  and r e u s i n g  o f
som eone  e l s e  1s  b a s i c  i d e a s .
Now t h a t  he  was an a c a d e m i c i a n ,  t h e  abb€ c o u l d  add a  
t i t l e  b e h in d  h i s  name i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  "membre de  l ' a c a d f i m i e
1 0 6
d e . . . N . lie was s o o n  t o  be a b l e  t o  add a n o t h e r  t o  t h e  Acad& nie  
de N ancy ,  f o r  d u r i n g  h i s  t r i p  t h r o u g h  I t a l y ,  he  was a s k e d  
t o  . lo in  t h e  AcadSmie d e s  A r c a d e s  i n  Home.
C o y e r 1 s  t r i p  t o  I t a l y  l a s t e d  from 24  A u g u s t  1 7 6 3  u n t i l  
13 O c t o b e r  1 7 6 4 .  fie d i d  n o t  w r i t e  up h i s  t r a v e l  e x p e r i e n c e s  
u n t i l  more th a n  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  ( 1 7 7 3 ) -  When he f i n a l l y  
p u b l i s h e d  t h e  V o y ag es  d 11 t a l i c  e t  de H o i l a n d e , he r a t i o n a l i z e d  
t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  I n t e n t ,  a s  t r a v e l  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  was a n y t h i n g  but new e s p e c i a l l y  t r a v e l  i n  I t a l y .  b i n c e  
I t a l y  had s o  much t o  o f f e r  f o r  e v e r y o n e  from t h e  a r t i s t  t o  
t h e  p o l i u i u i a a  o r  -;ven " I'Lckim 1 r iv e d - .  *.  ■. t - ■ n  -■; ' 1 p i  1
t o g e t h e r  t h e  m ost  i n t e r e s  t i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  what he saw ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  please* a l l  t h e s e  v a r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I f  h i s  r e a d e r s  
w ou ld  a a d  C o y e r ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  t h o s e  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
t r a v e l  w r i t e r s ,  t h e y  would have  a c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  c u s t o m s ,  th e  g o v e r n m e n t , and th e  
c u l t u r e .  As an  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u g a r  c o a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p i l l  o f  
m e d i o c r i t y ,  Coyer  u s e d  an e p i s t o l a r y  s t y l i s t i c  d e v i c e ,  
w r i t i n g  t o  an i m a g i n a r y ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  l a d y  s t i l l  i n  F r a n c e .
These t r a v e l  l e t t e r s  a r e  a s  r e v e a l i n g  a b o u t  C o y e r ' s
p e r s o n a l i  t y  a s  a man n o t  a t  w o r k . a s  t h e  academy s p e e c h  was
a b o u t  h i s  l i t e r a r y  f e a r s  and a m b i t i o n s .  H is  b e s t  s a l o n
t e c h n i q u e  i s  o b v i o u s  i n  h i s  s u c r e r l e s  t o  th e  i m a g in a r y  
137A s p a s i e .
There i s  no o r d e r  i n  th e  a u t h o r ' s  e x p o s i t i o n  e x c e p t  
h i s  i t i n e r a r y .  lie t e n d s  t o  r e c o u n t  t h e  same t o p i c s  w h ic h
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h a ve  a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  h i m : d e p o p u l a t i o n .  J u s t i c e , s a f e t y ,
c e l i b a c y  among t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  a  bu rgeon in g:  
com m erce ,  and t h e n  l o c a l  c u s t o m s  and m ores  s u c h  a s  f e s t i v a l s ,  
fr e e d o m  o f  women, e v e n  t h e  p i e t y  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s .  He r e v e a l s  
p e r s o n a l  f a c t s  s u c h  a s  h i s  e n j o y m e n t  o f  rood  w i n e ,  r o o d  f o o d ,  
and t o b a c c o . H is  u p p e r - c l a s s  t e n d e n c i e s  a r e  n o t  h i d d e n ; he 
t r a v e l s  w i t h  a  l a c k e y  and a  handsome sum o f  money f o r  e x ­
p e n s e s .  He t e l l s  what k i n d s  o f  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  he r e c e i v e s .
He a l s o  d i s p l a y s  h i s  own g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s p i r i t  and i n n a t e  
k i n d n e s s  and h o n e s t y .  A c e r t a i n  p e n c h a n t  f o r  m o r b i d i t y  r e ­
v e a l s  I t s e l f  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  i n c i d e n t s  w h ic h  he r e c o u n t s  a s  
b e i n g  hu m o ro u s .  I'his  was n o t  a r a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  b v e n  L o u i s  XV was s o  f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  
and t o r m e n t e d  by d e a t h  t h a t  he u sed  t o  s e n d  o u t  men t o
118c o u n t  t h e  number o f  new t o m b s t o n e s  i n  P a r i s i a n  c e m e t e r i e s .
D u r in g  t h i s  v o y a r e , t h e  abb£  met a number o f  i m p o r t a n t  
i n d i v i d u a l s :  t h e  Pope (on C h r i s t m a s  d a y ) ,  the; k i n g  o f  S a r ­
d i n i a ,  t h e  duke o f  Parma, t h e  k i n g  o f  N a p l e s ,  t h e  grand  duke  
o f  T u s c a n y ,  and t h e  k in /:  o f  t h e  two S i c i l i e s ,  t o  whom he  
had t h e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  t o  p r e s e n t  a c o p y  o f  h i s  d o b i e s k i .
The y e a r  o f  C o y e r 1s re  t u r n  from 1 t a l y  was t h e  same y e a r  
P a l i s s o t  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  La D u n e i a d e . m o s t  w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  i t s  
a t t a c k s  on V o l t a i r e , but w h ic h  l a s h e s  o u t  a t  many o t h e r  o f  
h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  He m e n t i o n s  C oyer  on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
i n s t a n c e s ,  a l l  o f  w h ich  a r e  r e e k i n g  w i t h  s a r c a s m  and i r o n y  
r e g a r d i n g  th e  a b b S ' s  s t i l l  f r i v o l o u s  r e p u t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f
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1 BQt h e  B a g a t e l l e s . Whereas  Coyer  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  
f e l l o w  s o p h i s t s  who a p p e a r e d  i n  P a l i s s o t ' s  Les  P h i l o s o p h e s , 
he d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f .  In  f a c t ,  s o o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
he l e f t  on a n o t h e r  t r i p .
In 1 78 5  he s p e n t  s e v e r a l  months  i n  E n g l a n d .  T h i s  s t a y  
r e s u l t e d  i n  membersh ip  i n  a t h i r d  ac ademy ,  the  Hoya l  d o c i e t y  
o f  London ,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more i m p r e s s i v e  t h a n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
o n e s ,  and a n o t h e r  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t .  h o u v e l l e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  
A n g l e t e r r e  g i v e  a s e l e c t i v e  v iew  o f  the  c o u n t r y ,  minus  the  
P e r s o n a l  t o u c h ,  i . e . ,  " q u e l q u e s  1 b s e r v a t i o n s  p l u s  u t i l e s  que  
o u r i e u s ^ s . " 1 * As he i s  wont  t o  d o ,  Coyer  r e p o r t s  o n l y  
t h o s e  t i l i n g s  w h ic h  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e a s  and  
b e l i e f s  wh ich  lie has  s e t  f o r t h  e l s e w h e r e  on p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t h e a t e r ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  . j u s t i c e ,  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a n c e ,  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  and t h e  m a r i n e , c l u b s , t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  e t c .
These  l e t t e r s  c o u l d  be compared to  V o l t a i r e ' s  L e t t r e e  a n -  
g l a i s e s . w i t h o u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  V o l t a i r i a n  v e r v e  wh ich  C o y e r  
e m u l a t e d .
The few known p e r s o n a l  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  a b b § 1s v i s i t
c o n c e r n  h i s  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  the  d o y a l  b o d e  ty o f  London.
Coyer  w r o t e  t o  V o l t a i r e  on June  Id r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  o f
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  from a member n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e ,
141wh ich  V o l t a i r e  p r o b a b l y  a c c o r d e d  him.  However ,  Coyer
was n o m i n a t e d  by t h e  due  de  N i v e r n o i s ,  and s u p p o r t e d  by
George  L y t t i e t o n ,  C h a r l e s  G o r t o n ,  'Thomas B i r c h ,  and Matthew
14?iv: n t y - - n o  m e n t i o n  u f  V o l t a i r e ' s  nainf.1.
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The S o c i e t y  was l a r g e ,  p e r h a p s  t o o  l a r g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
l 4 lt h e  abbS L e b l a n c . There  were  900  n a t i o n a l  members and
a b o u t  150  f o r e i g n  o n e s  . I t  rnet i n  a s i m p l e  l e c t u r e  h a l l ,
and t h e  members l i s t e n e d  w i l l i n g l y  t o  a n y o n e ,  member o r  n o t ,
who had a w o r t h w h i l e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  A l l  in  a l l ,  i t  was r a t h e r
a m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  AcadSmie  d e s  i n s c r i p t i o n s  and th e  AcadSmie
d e s  j c i e n c c s  de P a r i s ,  combining,  both h a u t e s  s c i e n c e s  and
n e l l e s  l e t t r e s . J i t h  memters  l iK e  d ' A l e m b e r t ,  r u f f o n ,  J u s -
199s i e u ,  V o l t a i r e ,  r-o.yle,  iJewton,  iJryden,  A d d i s o n  and Pope ,  
t o  m e n t i o n  o n l y  a  f ew ,  i t  i s  no wonder  t h a t  Coyer  was a n x i o u s  
t o  add h i s  own rlaine t o  t h e  r o l l .
i l i e r e  was s t i l l  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  V o l t a i r e  and  
c o y e r  as  t h e  p r o t a n o n i s t s , t h i s  t i m e  due t o  the  o l d  p a t r i a r c h . 
V o l t a i r e  was n e a r l y  a s  famous f o r  d e n y i n g  h i s  works  o f  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  c e n s o r s h i p  p e r m i s s i o n ,  a s  he was f o r  w r i t i n g  
them.  I n  i ? o o ,  V o l t a i r e  t r i e d  t o  a t t a c h  the  Pansophe  l e t t e r s  
t o  C o y e r 1 s p e n .  In November and December* o f  l ? o o ,  he w ro te  
more t h a n  a d o z e n  l e t t e r s  to  h i s  f r i e n d s  and t o  n e w s - s p r e a d i n g  
a c q u a i n t a n c e s  s a y i n g  t h a t  the  abt>£ Coyer was t r y i n g  t o  make 
i t  known t h a t  V o l t a i r e ,  and n o t  t h e  abbfi ,  had w r i t t e n  the  
n e t t r e  au h o c t e u r  P a n s o p h e . He r e p e a t e d l y  m e n t i o n e d  s t y ­
l i s t i c  t r a i t s  o f  "r f i p S t i t i o n s  e t  l o n g u e u r s "  wh ich  were  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  C o y e r . n e s i d e s , Coyer  was i n  Ln g la n d  when 
i t  was p u b l i s h e d  and he had met  t h e  p e o p l e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  the  
l e t t e r .  V o l t a i r e  w r o t e  t o  the  m a r q u i s e  Du D e f f a n d ,
" i 1 e s t  f o r t  ;iial a l u i  qu i  s e  d i t  mon ami , de  
s ' S t r e  s e r v i  dn mon nom, e t  de  f e i n d r e  que  
, 1 ' f icr in une L e t t r ^  & J e a n - J a q u e s  quand j e  d i s
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q u ' i l  y a  s e p t  a n s  que ,1e ne l u i  a i  S c r i t .  Je  
me f e r a i s  s a n s  d o u t e  h o n n e u r  de c e t t e  L e t t r e . . .  
s i  e l l e  S t a i t  de  m o i . I I  y  a d e s  c h o s e s  c h a r -  
m a n te s  e t  de l a  m e i l l e u r e  p l a i s a n t e r i e ; i l  y a  
p o u r - t a n t  d e s  l o n g u e u r s , d e s  r e p e t i t i o n s , e t  
q u e l q u e s  e n d r o i t s  un peu l o u c h e s ." 1 4 5
When Coyer  i n d i g n a n t l y  and v e h e m e n t l y  p r o t e s t e d  the  c h a r g e , 
V o l t a i r e  t r i e d  t o  c ha ng e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  a t t a c k  to  
C h a r l e s  n o r d e s  from Lyon.  Not many p e o p l e  were  f o o l e d  
c who had w r i t t e n  the  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  K o u s s e a u .  Crimm r e c o g ­
n i s e d  t h e  t r u e  a u t h o r  Immedia te !  y , i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  p r o t e s t a t i  u.s 
F u r t h e r m o r e , he c o u l d  n o t  r e s  i s  t the  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  t a k e  a 
lunyre a t  C o ye r .
"11 / ' J o 1 1 a i  r e /  p r ?  *. e r J q u ' e l l e  » ; i : f I . . I ' :  ' ^
d ' p . T .  J e  c o n s e i l l e  \  1 1 a :  C o y e r  in- l.iv ■ ne
V 1 d e c  a u  m o t ,  e t  n o u s  .j i r o n s  q u e  c e t t e  
l e t t r e  (.‘S t  c e  q u o  I1. ,  1 ' a b b f t  C o y e r  a  5 c r i t  d o  
m i e u x . "140
In some r e s p e c t s  t h i s  wou ld  have  been c o r r e c t .  Coyer  was
s u r e l y  p r o f i t i n g  from t h i s  u n r e q u e s t e d  p u b l i c i t y ,  but h i s
h o n e s t y  and h i s  d e s i r e  to  become f r i e n d s ,  wit.n d o u s s e a u
k e p t  him from p l a . y i n y  a l o n p .  To c o r r e c t  the  i n j u s t i c e  Coyer'
w r o t e  to  J o a n - J a c q u e s 1 p u b l i s h e r ,  buy,  on 2 J a n u a r y  17b?
d e n y i n g  what  V o l t a i r e  had a t t r i b u t e d  to  him,  and a s k i n g
buy t o  i n t e r c e d e  w i t h  H ousseau  on h i s  b e h a l f .
"Vous s a v e z  1 1 a d m i r a t i o n  que j ' a i  t o u j o u r s  eue  
pour  l e s  brand s  t a l e n t s  de  M. d o u s s e a u ,  v o t r e  
am i ,  e t  que j ' a i  t o u j o u r s  d § s a p p r o u v €  l e s  p e r ­
s e c u t i o n s  q u ' o n  l u i  s u s c i t e  dans  s o n  m a l h e u r .
J e  s e r a i s  t r S s  f&ch§ q u ' o n  me m i t  au nombre de  
s e s  p e r s S c u t e u r s , e t ,  d ' a i l l e u r s ,  j e  n ' a i  j a m a i s  
emprunt6  l e  nom de  p e r s o n n e .  Je  me s e r s  du m i e n ,  
ou j e  ,yarde 1'  anonyme ." 147
I l l
C o y e r ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon h o n e s t y  i s  bu t  one  o f  t h e  
c o n s t a n c i e s  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  makeup and p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h i s  
c o u l d  be why he  f e l t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  k e e p  a  moral  t h r e a d  
s t i t c h e d  th r o uK h o ut  h i s  w o r k s .  Such c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  bo th  
p e r s o n  and w r i t i n g  i s  a l s o  one r e a s o n  why he rema ine d  a 
s a l o n  bore  and a s e c o n d - r a t e  a u t h o r .  Whi l e  he v a r i e d  s t y ­
l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h  and p;enre , h i s  i d e a s  r em ai ne d  o s s i f i e d ,  and 
s t a u n c h l y  p l o d d e d  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  p a m p h l e t ,  l e t t e r ,  t r e a t i s e ,  
o r  h i s t o r y .  Coyer  was aware  o f  h i s  w e a k n e s s e s .  He r e c e i v e d  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  r emarks  a b o u t  h i s  w r i t i n g  w i t h o u t  r e t o r t .  lie 
was p r a t e f u l  f o r  the  r ew ar ds  w h ic h  h i s  work br o u g h t  and was  
proud o f  the  1 i t e r a r v  l a u r e l s  he had r e c e i v e d .  l i i s  s u c ­
c e s s e s  were  f r e q u e n t  enouph t o  e n e o u r a p e  him t o  c o n t i n u e  
w r i t i n r ; .
What d i d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  chanpo i n  h i s  works  seems t o  be 
t h e  amount o f  i n s p i r a t i o n .  b u f f i c i e n t  p r o o f  i s  v i s i b l e  in  
t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  f i r . v ,  p i t h y ,  e v e n  p a s s i o n a t e  pu td i c a t  i o n s  
s u c h  a s  P l a i s i r  pour  l e  pe u p l e , t h e  L e 1 1 r e  au U. h.  b e r t h l e r . 
and be l a  p r e d i c a t i o n . w i t h  t h e  p a l  id  and f l o w e r y  Le t  t r e  
h. une dame . o r  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h  f o r  the  AcadSmie de  Ua n o y . 
y e  la, p r e d i c a t i o n  i s  a s e rmon  a p a i n s t  s e r m o n s .  I t  r a i s e d  a 
s t o rm  o f  o p i n i o n s ,  bo th  f o r  and a g a i n s t ,  a t  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e .  
J u d p i n d  by i t s  t i t l e ,  one  wou ld  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f i f t y - n i n e  
y e a r  o l d  abb6 had f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  a s sume  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
t h e  c l o t h .  I n s t e a d ,  Coyer  d e v o t e s  t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  h a l f  t o  
imovinK t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t ime  from Adam t o  a n c i e n t  Home
and G r e e c e ,  t o  M a s s i l l o n ,  B o u r d a lo u e  and B o s s u e t ,  no p r e a c h e r  
h a s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  a m e l i o r a t i n g  t h e  m ores  o f  h i s  e r a .  The 
d e i s t s  c h e e r e d  and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a l l e d  him an  a t h e i s t .
Coyer  i s  i n  f a c t  no l e s s  a  b e l i e v e r  t h a n  Vie e v e r  was .  T h i s  
f o r c e f u l  bep;in-nlnr l e a d s  t o  h i s  main t e n e t :  t h a t  i t  i s  up t o
t h e  g o ve rn me nt  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  e v i l s  o f  s o c i e t y  where  C h r i s ­
t i a n i t y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  C a t h o l i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y )  ha s  f a i l e d .  From 
th e  morm r_' h-> p o s e s  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  i d e a ,  t h e  sp a rk  d i s a p p e a r s  
and t h e  s t y l e  r e t u r n s  t o  what h i s  c r i t i c s  c o n s i d e r e d  t y p i c a l  
o f  C o y e r .  H is  p l a n  i s  f o r  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an i d e a l l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  s i m p l i s t i c  g ov e rn m e nt  wh ich  would k e e p  the  
c i t i z e n s  in  l i n e  b.y pu n i sh m en t  and r e w a r d .  The r u l e s  a r e  
s i m p l e :  r e s  to  r a t  i o n  o f  p a t e r n a l  a u t h o r i  t.y , mar i t a l  a u t h o r  i  t y
and a u t h o r i t y  o f  m a s t e r  o v e r  s e r v a n t .  There  must  be a pood  
e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m .  The n o b i l i t y  w i l l  be c o n t r o l l e d  and the  
p e u p l e  r e s p e c t e d .  In t h e  f i n a l  p ar a gr a ph  he r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  
r o l e  o f  t h e  f i s t - s h a k i n n  p r e a c h e r  ami e nds  w i t h  a t h r e a t  
o r  a p r e d i c t i o n  o f  cominn. v i o l e n c e  and i n t e r n a l  u p r i s i n g s .
The t i f f  b e tw e en  Coyer  anti V o l t a i r e  t h a t  same y e a r
d i d  n o t  h u r t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  the  two men.  Coyer d e v o t e s
an e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  o f  Be l a  p r e d i c a t i o n  t o  f l i n g i n g  l a u r e l s
on V o l t a i r e ' s  t r a g e d i e s  and La H e n r la d e  a s  p o w e r f u l  v e h i c l e s
f o r  p r e a c h i n g .  V o l t a i r e  d i s c u s s e s  th e  F r S d i c a t i o n  i n  numerou
l e  t t e r s , n o t  a l w a y s  t o o  f l a t t e r i n g l y .
"Toute  l a  p a r t i e  du l i v r e  oTi i l  s e  rnoque d e s  
s e r m o n n e u r s  e s t  f o r t  b o n n e ,  e t  l a  p a r t i e  ou 
i l  v e u t  S t a b l i  r  d e s  c e n s e u r s  l u i  e n  a t t i r e r a ."1 do
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I t  was a s u b j e c t  w h ic h  a l w a y s  a t t r a c t e d  V o l t a i r e ' s  s a r d o n i c
r e t o r t s ,  and one  w h ic h  he  t r e a t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  h i m s e l f .  I t
i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  h i s  mind r e w o r k i n g  what  t h e  abbS had
w r i t t e n ,  i n t o  what  V o l t a i r e  rnlpht ha ve  d o n e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r
C oy er ,  he pot  no f u r t h e r  thfin e o n s i d o r i n p  i t .
"11 m f i r i t a i t  d ' e t r e  mieux f a i t ,  e t  p o u v a i t  
£ t r e  t r £ s  p l a i s a n t .  I I  f a l l a i t  eonimeneer  
p a r  d i r e  qu'Adam a v a i t  prechft  K v e , e t  q u ' a u  
s o r t i r  du sermon  Eve l e  f i t  c o cu  a v e c  l e  
d i a b l e . 11 f a l l a i  t  c o n t i n u e r  s u r  ce  t o n ,  e t
on s e r a i t  mort  de  r l  r e . "1 / 4 9
In  P r e d i c a t i o n , Coyer  i s  more a p h l l o s o p h e  th an  e v e r .
He c o u l d  e v e n  h a ve  /’; i v en  the  a r t i c l e  t h e  s u b - t i t l e  "A po l o -
■ l e  ( i f i i s t e  e t  p h i l o s o p h i q u e  ue  l a  r e l i g i o n . "  Coyer  s e e s  the
p h i l o s o phe a s  t h e  p o r t e - p a r o l e s  o f  h i s  t h e o r i e s .
"11 S c a r t o  t o u t  i n s t r u m e n t  de  s u r p r i s e ;  i l  
s ' o n  t i e n t  h. l a  s i m p l i c i t y  de  l a  r a i s o n ;  11 
o u v r e  & t o u s  l e s  yeux  l e  l i v r e  de l a  n a t u r e  
q u i  n a r l e  & t o u s  l e s  e s p r i t s  une lan/pue i n -  
t e l 1 i n i b l e ; i l  c h e r c h e  l a  s o u r c e  do l a  mora le1 
da ns  l a  conr  i ; u ’ i ■. 1. * :< ■1 - r  • 1 - iog - ' ; i ) :i':
cuppa:- '  r i i ' . . ;  11 pi'ouve : . . . 11 t r a c e  une l i p n e
b i e n  inarquye '"iLn.1 l e  v i e -  l a  v e r t u .  II re  
f o r c e  p o i n t  l a  n a t u r e ;  i l  permet  d ' u s e r  de  
t o u c  s e s  ( i ons ,  s a n s  on a b u s e r ,  c e  n ' e s t  pas
un homme s a n s  p a s s i o n s  q u ' i l  v e u t  f o r m e r ,  .
rnais un homme h o n n e t e  a v e r  d e s  p a s s i o n s . "  J
I t  i s  no wo tun‘i1 t h a t  Coseph  domain Jo ' l y ,  i n  th e  p r e f a c e  to
h i  s His  t o l r e  de  l a  p r e d i c a t i o n , r e  f *;rs  f o :-,ay 1 e a s  Coy e r 1s
151o r a c l e  aril rna s t e r .
b a y l e  c o u l d  w e l l  have  been the  ab b f i ' s  pruide in  the  
v i o l e n c e  o f  h i s  v e r b a l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  Such  e n e r g y  shows a 
c o u r a p o o u s  e v o l u t i o n  i n  Coyer* s w r i t i n g .  bo th  V o l t a i r e .1 
and :v\chaun:w:it pr f ' f i i e t ed  t h a t  the  wort  weub:  he sei ;n-- ,
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1 d?condemned,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was n o t .  One su ch  v i t r i o l i c
ex a mp le  i s  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  P a r i s .  N o t h i n g  new i s  s a i u ,
hut  he r e g u r g i t a t e s  a l l  i t s  v i c e s  and e v i l s  i n  t h r e e  s m a l l ,
c o m p a c t  p a g e s .  He i s  e q u a l l y  a s  v e n o m o u s  I d  h i s  m o s t
; : l ‘Ujs,yr ■ . h u r s t . .  ■ i q n i n : ; ’ t ! s -  * a r ; ;■ c ’ s - s  .
"Jo ne s u n t  ni  l e s  femme s s g a v a n t c s  , e i  l e s
pr& c i e u s o s  r i d l c u l e s  qu i  n u i s e r i t ;  ce s o r t  c o s
femmes n a r d i e s  q u i  par  l o u r  rang, \ l e u r  l i b e r t y  
dans  i e  d S s o r d r e ,  e a s e  i e n e u t  & l e u r  s e x e  quo 
l a  pu de ur  e s t  i g n o b l e  u h a s s r .  Je s u n t  Ce£ 
b r i l l a n t e s  p r o s t i t u t e s  q u i  nous p a r d o n n e r i u n s  
p e u t - t t r e  ae  r u i n e r  l e s  f o r t u n e s ,  s i  ( d i e s  ne 
r u i n o i e n t  pas  l e s  s e n t i m e n t s ;  ce  s u n t  c e s  meres  
Je  f  ami l i e  S t r a n q & r e s  h. l e u r  f a m i l l e ;  ce  sor. t  
c e s  mar&tres  qu i  ford h.air  h un pore  s e s  jTOini fr s  
eiit’a n t s  , q u i  l e  f  l a t e  a t  pour1 l.e d £pou i 1 1 1 r  . . . M i ; J
Joy er  .nan tuyed w i t h  ; .ovrn'mnciit s 1 r. r e u e r a l  many t im* s 
in  the  p a s t .  j J^couver te  ae  1 1 1 s i c  f r i v u l e  snowed c o r r u p t  
Trench  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  e p i s t o l a r y  t r a v e l s  th ro ug h  I t a l y ,  o d -  
l a n d  and b n g l a n d  no te d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  f a c t s  in  other-  c o u n t r i e s  
( a l  though  he hud n o 1*- v-’ t : m! h i s  r*: 1 < ■ c t  i ous  i n  u n i f i e u
for: , ! ) .  T h e  l i j s t o i r e  up. J(_J-*d o ui j- no i;. ■ t a i l
h i s t o r y  ■’ !' is./ l i e s  V"  r  . T s  i • *  hue nut  y e t  j o i n e d
t h e  abu ndant  group o f  i d e a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and ,-.uvernment  
de p i c  t o r s  ( a i  ong w i t h  r'lon t e s q  ui  e u , :iu us s e a u ,  A n q u e t i l -  
J u p e r r o n ,  e t c . ) .  A l t h o u g h  the aim o f  be l a  p r e d i c a t i o n  
i s  c e r t a l n l y  not  t o  show t h e  1 a t r i c a e i e s  ui' what  Coyer  c o n -  
s i  ae r e d  t o  oe t h e  pe r  f e e t  r o v e r m n e n t , ire l ias n o n e t h e l e s s  
begun t o  d e v e l o p  c e r t a i n  t h e o r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  a n o n - e x i s t e n t  
e n t i t y  d e s i g n e d  t o  r u l e .  The p o l i c i e s  a r e  t>ased on a p u n i s h ­
ment  and reward oyster;: .  Tron h e r e  he e x t e  nds the  p l a n  i n t o
1 '1 b
l u n t  I r p .  K v p r y t h l n t r  m u s t  n p r . p s r n r l l y  t u r n  a r n u n i i  u n  u n r n r -  
r i i n t e h  m o r a l i t y .  T h e  u n r l  e  h n n  r h l f t e h ,  b u t  h r  n o n  t . l  n u n s
w i t h  t h e  l h e n  I n  i r r p T t P r  h o t  a l l  a n  m e n t i o n  o h  a b o v e ,  u n t i l
h e  b a r  n r o t e e t e h  h t r  t h . e n r l e . n  u n b  r r o v p l  t h e i r  p n ^ ' h t l  1 1 -
j v  r , t [ 1 n u  ' ' <"! ' ur t i e ' '  f ’ 'o n * ■ 1 r' * ' ’ r  . I r: 1'r ^ !  1 Qi* 1 on ,
■ ' o v e n  n  c  V e  p  , ' P t  11 f u r t h e r  t h a n  U ■ ' * >'■ 1 e  t 1 I 1 ' e  t o  1 U  U 1 1 r f “ rp O ) ' U -
1 1 t v , 'i 1 i b e p e n  h 1 n v on  m a n ’ '" I n n a t e  r o o h n e r  " , I n  V1 1 '' n '* y t
I i i V- t t a  a  t~ 1 n r ]  h p  t p i ’ t ’ h i  j 1 1 V 1 *' 4 ^ f P p  1 ■* o  '"1  ̂ *' o  e  ' e  t 7  '  ̂ ri ■ "t
i n r i 1 i ■' <i f  r 1 t v 7 ■ 1 a n  n  ' n r ,
'A V> 1 1 e P o y p r  a r’ r  1 t  1 n  i ' u n i  ’ 1; 1 ' 1 1 1 n  r  ! ■ e  ' a  : r  e f 1 1 r' a  -
t ' n  e  V 1 ' 1 P r> 1 1 o ’P ' 1 e  :"j ■1 e 1 o  1 1 1 n  f  l ' 1"1 ^  k ' o  y i  1 5 1  O f  1 P  t V o  1 '
T o  n  j ! o  n  f ' H ’ , v  ' 1 t ”  ( * f ' 1 i . . i i < t > ; * ' ' 1 ' ' ‘ ' ' ’ r t ■ ''  V ' * i 'I t ' u 1 ' ' "  1 ’ I "
1 - 1 r- t ': ■i > ] t- 1 n  i ’ a  ’ 1' 1 e  ' ’ r : t ’ 1 5 >T ' 1 , ' '  a  t i ; a  1 ] V " ’ I ^  ■ a  f 1 n  1
: ■ U U f’ ■ 1 '1 h 1 I.' f 1 1. . fi r\ o y n a' a n * a ■'f * '' P.n | i (’ 7P tp !] t y 1 UU t ' ■
I'pq 1 1 y e y 1 n t. e»'t t J'e '■> r 1 ■ ’-.pi'-'ip o i -en } y t o ■1 1 1 ’ a v f 1 v! f ho ■ 1 o r t o r * r
. ■ 1 ■ i  1 m  ^ ^  ( ', ■-<, -j ci > '  ‘*y a r ’ a r ' ■ 1 1' t» a 1 ’/ * t a  b * ■ 1 : f 1̂ 1 ' ' e e t < ! o f p  n  p
a r h  1 1 n o  i h e  . I n  h 1 "  I o  + t ! ' e  a ■ j : , e  t e ' i r  '-'a t^y r  u r  ! o "  y e ar:  t a
r n t a  y o n  r  I n  1 V  * V , ' In y e  r  n o t  < a  i y u  ! n o  1 •1 r  t t e  p i - p 1  1 K I ! ! t v o f
p i i f '  h  a n  p  X 1 P  t  p n  11 , h i ; t a  1 B r i r  n  n  r  * - 1 r  i - - : : * r. 1 a  | i ( * )■:; n f i  '1 1 *. u r  K
t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  i ! ■ ■ ( < ■. r  v  a  7  a  r 1 * l a  \ *.■ * * ■ ■ • .  ■; e  b r i e f l y  ■ k e  * ■ a  e ; .
out f r o  I t  m nren,  1 nn t 1 t-u t 1 npr , : e. 1 1 e e , law n ,  vn v e rnrr.en t ,
w a y  o  r  j U p ,  n  n ' 1 t  n  e  1 r  n  u  ! 1 f a  1 ,  ■! e  n r  p . p  f h  e  r  a  tti e  1 ■ t '■* a  r- 11 e
’• n n  men! Ion e h  p l p p w h f  r p , b u t  a h  h r  a f ” w new nrip,; at -  w » ‘ ! 1 ,
T f 1 r  I n  t  e r e n  t  1 n  y  t o  n r ' p  t h a t  t h  1 r  u  b b e  , w h o  n e v e r  h m  v  n r
t h e  h u t h t  u n h  n e v e r  r e n o n n e e h  r  1 ^ a  1 t  h ,  h l h  n o t  m u 1-'*'1 a
r 11 a  i-' o  f o r  i ' p  ! 1 y !  n n  1 n  h i ' ’ *■ Y o  f 1 <* <' r~-mm 11 n  i t  y  ,  ̂ ^
S i n c e  a  l a r g e  amount o f  C o d e r ' s  work i s  w r i t t e n  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n ,  one m i g h t  wonder  why he  n e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  
any  drama,  e s p e c i a J  l y  when he c o n s i d e r e d  the  cornfidle l a r -  
moyante  an i d e a l  v e h i c l e  f o r  Yw*ttorment o f  mores  . The 
f a r e  i ca 1 ex a mp le  o f  a model  comedy w’n i e h  Yie I r a c e s  f o r  the  
g i a n t s  i s  o f  m e d i e v a l  s i m p l i c i t y  and c o m p l e t e l y  l a c k i n g  in  
f i n e s s e .  da t h e n  th a n  am us ing  or1 i n s t r u c t i v e  t h e a t e r  f o r  
a d u l t s ,  h i s  comedy wou ld  f>e more a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a c h i l d r e n *  
p u pp e t  show.  As f o r  C o y e r 1s p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  v e r s e ,  he
1 td'ia d m i t t e d  r e a d i l y  t h a t  t h a t  was no t  h i s  t a l e n t ,
I’hir,  a e f e n s *'■ o f  t h e  e x i s t v nee  o f  g i a n t s  wouId have  
be e r  i u e a l  f o r  s a l o n  d i s c u s s i o n ; . ; ,  fhe s t y l e  s u g g e s t s  the  
l i g h t n e s s  o f  t ou c h  ne ed eu  in c u r r e n t  t o p i c s  Wintered around  
a t  a s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  e x o t i c  f l a i r  arm 
the  i n t e r e s  t wh i oh an a be m a t  i f a: i  n hum. an n a t u r e  d rew 
t h r o u g h o u t  a c e n t u r y  v a s t l y  a t t r a c t 1*: n ,  i . .ar.t 1 c a l  l y  p r o ­
p o r t i o n e d  b e i n g s  or  t n i n e s  ( v i z . ,  V o l t a i r e ' s  i f i c romSgas  , 
and e a r l i e r  C y r a n o ' s  Voyage s  dans  l a  1 u n e ) .  As f o r  Coyer*s
1 yts a l o n  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  dr  1 min's l e t t e r  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  ' 
c o n f i r m s  h i s  c o n t i n u e d  p r e s e n c e  a t  the* baronne  d ' i l o l  b a c h ' s  
g a t h e r i n g s - - a  n a t u r a l  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  
L e 11re  au D o c t e u r  M a t y . f o r  the  company would have  known the  
d o c t o r  p e r s o n a l l y .
M e n t i o n e d  b r i e f l y  i n  the  L e t t r e  au D o c t e u r  Maty was  
an i d e a  wh ich  Coyer  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  an anonymous pa m ph le t  
a l l  i t s  own.  T h e  same i d e a  a l s o  a p p e a r s  in  h i s  V o y a g e
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d *I t a l l e . A lways  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  s a l u b r i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y  
and t h e  unmarred p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  good h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
c i t i z e n s ,  Coyer  p r o p o s e d  a  p l a n  wher eby  c e m e t e r i e s  w ou ld  be 
r e l o c a t e d  a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y .  Em­
b a lm in g  and i n h u m a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  b e i n g  a f a r  c r y  from what  
t h e y  a r e  t o d a y ,  i t  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  c e m e t e r i e s  became  
s t o r e h o u s e s  o f  f i l t h ,  s t e n c h  and g e n e r a l l y  u n h e a l t h f u l  a t m o s ­
p h e r e .  'fhey were  handout;;  f o r  bums and an u n f o r t u n a t e  
p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and dog: , who found f emurs  and t i b i a s
d e l i g h t f u l  t o y s .  L a v i s s e  c a l l e i .  the  c i m e t i S r e  d e s  I n n o c e n t s
1  V>a " o h a r n i e r  n a u s e a b o n d . "  d i v e n  C o y e r 1s p e n c h a n t  f o r
morbid humor,  h i s  name e a s i l y  f i l l s  t h e  a n o n y m i ty  o f  K t r e n n e s  
aux .Tiorts e t  aux v i  vans  ou p r o . i e t  u t i l e  p a r t o u t  o& I . 'on  e s t  
m o r t e l ^
Having  a l w a y s  be en  h a r s h  on p j t  i  t s  mat t r e e  and o v e r l y  
made-up women, hoy or  d< or not  i r t  the  c h a n c e  s l i p  by to  
p l a y  upon t h e  t e r r i b l e  odor e  whie  i t h e i r  s u p e r f l u o u s  
p e r fu m e s  and pommades w i l l  no t  b* a b l e  t o  mask a f t e r  the  
d e c o m p o s i t i o n   ̂ f  th . - i r  udi '  r . . i s  hi tuer i ; • i . f i r u s  a 
f a r - e t .  w i t h  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s .  As J oy e r  d e v e l o p s  
the  o u t l i n e  o f  a b e t t er -  p l a n  f o r  the  c a r e  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  he 
f i n d s  room to  sp ea k  o u t  a g a i n s t  h i s  h a b i t u a l  t a r g e t s :  
i n j u s t i c e  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  m i n i s t e r s ,  s o l d i e r s .  He u s e s  
t h e  p a m p h l e t  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  c o r r t c t i n g  m o e u r s . d e f e n d i n g  
the  c o u n t r y ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  t o l e r a n c e .  I f  t h e  r e a d e r  d o e s  n o t  
l i k e  hi:; f i r s t  p l a n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  s u g g e s t s  burn i n s  the  c o r p s e ,
1 1 8
i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n i s h  w i t h  " S c l a t " .  B e s i d e s ,  c r e m a t i o n  wou ld  
be an e a s y  t e s t  f o r  s a i n t h o o d .  H i s  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e  c a n n o t  
<;o w a n t i n c .  As an end t o  the  f i r s t  c h a p t e r ,  Coyer  f i n d s  
c o m m e rc i a l  v a l u e  i n  c r e m a t i o n .  He p r o p o s e s  t o  p;ather  the  
.-■o' i- i : :s < f) vn_' ir in  t ! v  o v e n ,  ml y. i * ve • t 1 w i. • ■ "!■«■ 1 '::a. i i.
u r i n e "  ( t o  y i -  Id a >: o l m ’t. s Lm 1 1 ar  to  Ms e  1 Hmoniac" . i’lie
s e c o n d  find l a s t  c h a p t e r  t e l l s  >i a. t o  make mourri iny l e s s  
f  r i y h t e n i  n y , d i  s a ;; r e e a i d  e , a ;to h a r h a r i  c .
In  S t r e m e s  . Coyer o p e n l y  rvm1 e l  a s e r i o u s  pr y - d  
h u m o r o u s l y .  ' f ie  sa n e  y e a r  ( 1 7 6 - 0  1 e a l s o  used  a  d i f f e r e n t  
teciir.-  put- f o r  h i s  > 0 dac  t i c i c m  . Ch*■ ? 1ci . h i s  t o l r e  c ■ -hiri­
ch i  no i s e  g u i  . "‘Ut. r c rv i r h  d ' a u t r e : , Ly. * '' i s  a p h i i o -
: :o: 'h i ca l  t a t : ,  an o ! h - , - . r \  o f  rrar .ee  w;i<:n  M- t i t u r i - r  ]■.
rcome by tmxe.; ana s e e r  the  !'■■:: Lmict ic  r. i f  • \ n a t  i r e  
I' aii i  1 y P e c a n :  ■ ' I. a e  i : . por' S i ’ IJ i * y o f  h e o o ' n i  ny, a ne.mb* d ‘
a c a ly >■' r a  1 1 o ■ , . . o': n rk a f an ' h ; r
* r,a : : < .
r ,-. w-u- > i* - ve  i‘ any ■puesti.on ' f r> ' ! v i i p e r m i s s i o n  
t.u p r i n t  h i s  han d;  o r i i  r i r;m c f  "mat t r i  nes  e t  ju r a n d e s "  
h»- -.auRe Coyer  wrct  o * h* ] on,.; (.-n comma..-1 and r e c e i v e :  a p a y ­
ment o f  7 , 0 0 6  l i v n ; ;  fro;', th- . in,  h i m s e l f  f i t s -  ie
, ,ra t i  i'i c a t  i o n  pour  c u v r a / y t  c o n c e r n a n t  1 1 ad m i n i s  t  r a t  i o n ,  "
1 toI . e . ,  . i o i d e s s e  cormaerganu- . Crujukd. ' fhe ; ,uvernjneut wai . teo  
t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f i n i n g  r u l e s  o f  t h e  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s h o r t  term c o r r e c t i o n  
a p p e a r e d ,  nut the  o ld  methods  scot:  took o v e r  a y a i n .  The
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f i n a l  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a t t r i s e  was e f f e c t e d  e i g h t  y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  i n  1 7 7 6 .  1 C h l n k i , l i k e  t h e  N o b l e s s e  conunercante
e n j o y e d  s u c c e s s .  There  were  f i v e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  by l f i 2 4 .
Whi le  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  e x o t i c  a l l e g o r y  was a n y t h i n g  but  
new ir: Coyer' :;  o e n t u t y  , he- no- r i. 1 i n  a s l i . - . h t l y  d i f ­
f e r e n t  way.  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  an i d e a l  s o c i e t y ,  
lie shows  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  e f  an i d e a l  s o c i e t y  i n  the  m i c r o -  
o f  C h i u k i ' s  f a m i l y  and h i s  communi ty .  . y  u s i n g  s h o r t  
c h a p t e r s ,  the  a . ; ! ! : , r  , ,i >;< •: a ■ r t n i  u t»*rre;i‘ us  t o  tic- e n ­
v e l o p m e n t  . i t  in .n t i . i c c  o i l  ,oc  1.1 : tic- a l l  t o o  s i m i l a r
e v e n t s ,  and i s  o v e r t l y  d i d a c t i c .
h i s  r<ui ]  w o r k  d e c  i e r r ' d  t o  i n s t r u c t ,  and f o r  once  i n  
g r e a t  d e t a i l  ( a s  upposeu  t o  t h e  n u m e r o u s  s k e t c h e s  he nan 
o u t l i n e d  f o r  someone  "more c a p a b l e "  t o  c a r r y  o u t ) ,  came  
a f t e r  h i s  t r i p  t o  H o l l a n d  ( l ? b o ) ,  C o y e r 1s P l a n  d 1 E d u c a t i o n  
was  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 7  I’d ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  s i x t y - t h r o e .  I t  . is the  
summit o f  h i s  i d e a l i s t i c  a l t r u i s m .  I r .  t h e  p r e f a c e  he n u m i  l e ­
t h a l  h i s  work i s  the  s y n t h e s i s  o f  many o t h e r s ,  but i t  is- 
i n  t h i s  s y n t h e s i s  which l i e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  the  work.  lie 
f e l t  t h a t  the  odds  we r e 1 1 0  0 0  t o  one  t h a t  he would n o t  s u c c e e d ,  
b e c a u s e  h i s  i d e a s  were  f a r  t o o  d i f f e r e n t  from the  c u r r e n t
p r a c t i c e s .  However ,  i n  an a l m o s t  r e l i g i o u s  z e a l ,  lie a d m i t s
t h a t  t h a t  one* o u t  o f  1000  w i l l  s u f f i c e  f o r  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  
wri  t e r  who has  s e r v e d  h i s  c o u n t r y .
Coyer  d i v i d e s  h i s  t r e a t i s e  i n t o  two main s e c t i o n s :  
p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Then he d e a l s  w i t h  
the  makeup o f  the  c o l l e g e  I t s e l f .  In the f i r s t  p a r t  fie
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t r e a t s  t h e  young  c h i l d ,  and how he s h o u l d  be c l o t h e d ,  f e d ,  
t e n d e d ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x e r c i s e ,  f r e s h  a i r ,  r e s t ,  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  
and e n d u r a n c e  o f  a l l  c l i m a t e s .  As u s u a l ,  he i s  a g a i n s t  
c o n s t a n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  by d o c t o r s ,  whom he f i n d s  u s e l e s s  
e x c e y !  i n  ('mop a n i c i e s  —  n a t u r e  doe r  a b e t t e r  j o b .  Hie abb£  
e l v e s  d e t a i l e d  s u g g e s l i o n s  on new to d e v e l o p  t h e  c h i l d ' s  
m u s c l e s  t h r o u g h  e x e r c i s e .  lie i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  
swimming.
The s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  the  P l a n  d 1 E d u c a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  what  
the  c h i l d  w i l l  l e a r n - - h i s  c o u r s e  o f  s t u u y :  n a t u r e ,  the  a r t s ,
l a n g u a g e ,  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  math.maticu; , h i s t o r y ,  many 
s c i e n c e s ,  l o g i c ,  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e l o c u t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
m u s i c ,  and moral  i t y . As a rood p h l l o s o p h e . he  f i n d s  room for1 
v i r t u e ,  j u s t i c e ,  L l e n f a i s a n c e  . c o u r a g e  and h a p p i n e s s  , de_  
y a r d i n / ;  the  c o i l e y e  p l a n t ,  he d i s c u s s e r  l o c a t i o n ,  r a t i o  o f  
s t u d e n t s  t o  t e a c h e r s , who sp, >u!d ' .«• a 1 t. o ' e ac h  , and
t e x t s  , he i n s i s t s  ui; e q u a l i t y  among :: t. s e e n  t. s t (* a c e r t a i n  
do ;rcc , id 31 ■ M e c e i v e r h i m so L f  wir-.n he d l s c.u:a;*-s which s t u ­
d e n t s  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  what  kind. and ex ten t ;  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  
he f a v o r s  the  r u r a l  i t y .  f i n a l l y ,  ;'e ; o e s  y e a r 1 :.y yeai* 
d l s c u s s i u , ;  e v e r y  a s i / v t  o f  e ; icn c l a s s .  A f t e r  t e l  l iny; what  
k i n u s  o f  programs a r e  n e e d e c  by d i f f e r e n t l y  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  
{ i . . e . . ,  c o u n t r y ,  s m a l l  t o w n s ,  c i t i e s )  he p o s e s  a number o f  
o b j e c t i o n s  which he e x p e c t s  t o  a r i s e  in  r e g a r d  t o  h i s  s t u d y .  
I n t o  h i s  t w e l v e  y e a r  p l a n ,  tie i n c o r p o r a t e s  s e v e r a l  t r i p s ,  
which '■ • f i n d s  e d u c a t i o n a l  . e^ns  h.ir s t r l k i n  1 y modern
r a ■ j n e> 1 witt;  a  p a t r i o ' i e  ;w y  : " v e i l  lm ’ aa s a l a t  -a l a  n a t i o n . "
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The c h a n g e s  i n  C o y e r ' s i n t e r e s t s  and h i s  g r a d u a l  e v o l u ­
t i o n  i n  s t y l i s t i c s  w ere  n o t  o b v i o u s  t o  h i s  p u b l i c ,  b e c a u s e  
a s  he became more n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and more d i d a c t i c ,  t h e r e  were  
r e p e a t e d  r e - p r i n t s  o f  h i s  o l d e r 1 m a t e r i a l  in h i s  e a r L i e r  
t o n e s .  In 1 7 f’9 - i  7 7 n , t h e r e  w^re .-hit,  ions, o f  Chink 1 end i ci ; -a - 
t  e 11 e s , Maty wa s t  ran s l a t e d  i n t o  >e rmari, and S o b l e s k  i i n t o  
H u s s i a n .  His  own fame and i m p o r t a n c e  had no t  d i m i n i s h e d ,  
f o r  he s t i l l  met some i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  ( t h - ; p r i n c e  and p r i n ­
c e s s  a t  t h e  H a g u e ) ,  and was r^ad by o t h e r s  ( Marie  A n t o i n e t L e  
m e n t i o n s  i n  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d a n c e  t h a t  s n e  was e n j o y i n g  a net 
b e n e f i t i n g  f r o c  the baga  te  1 l e s  . )  ̂ L nor  was t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
hi:  work uni  V'1 " s a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  m e d i o c r e ,  f o r  Chi nk 1 had
l'iuv1 benri p u b l i s h e d  us p a r t  o f  V o l t a i r e ' s  L 1 Homme aux q u a r a n t e  
^ c u s  (a  r u s e  o f  C o y e r ' s  p u b l i c  her-, the  'widow D u c h e s n e ,  t o
1 d 2 \c raw more c l i e n t s  ~) t and in  1 7 7 7 - 1 7 / 3 *  a n o t h e r 1 o f  h i s  
p i e c e s  was puM i s i n n i  i n  an <‘d i t i  on o f  b i d e  n o '  ' s  Oeuvres ,  ̂ ^
Als .o,  i i i s  lang;uage cont.  ri but  i o n s  wer<" g i v e : i  a t  g r e a t  Length ,  
s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r  w i t h  e x a m p l e s  from the  c e n t u r y ' s  b e s t  
a u t h o r s  i n  the  A l i e t z  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  n e o l o g i s m s . ^ 1 The abb£  
vras s l o w i n g  down.  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  n o t h i n g  e l s e  wh ich  
c o u l d  ue c o n s i d e r e d  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r e d .
In  1 7 7 5 ,  he p u b l i s h e d  t h e  Voyage s  d 11 t a b l e  e t  de  
H o i l a n d e . e l e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  t r i p  t o  I t a l y ,  and f i v e  
y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  v i s i t  t o  H o l l a n d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  h i s  N o u v e l l e s  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  A n g l e t e r r e  i n  1779 came f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  
a f t e r 1 t h e  t r i p .  H i s  t rams  l a t  i o r  o f  B l a c k s  t o n e ' s  Cri m i n a l
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Code o f  E n g la n d 1 ^  s o l d  s o  few  c o p i e s  t h a t  t h e  widow Du­
c h e s n e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  i t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i n c l u d e  i t  i n  h i s
1 C* fp o s th u m ou s  (E u v r e s  c o m p l e t e s .
A l e t t e r  by Henri  L o u i s  L e k a i n  on 5 Au gus t  1??6  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s i x t y - n i n e  y e a r  o l d  a b ’nS had paid  a n o t h e r  
v i s i t  t o  r e r n e y ,  but  no d e t a i l s  d c s c r i t e  h i s  r e c e p t i o n  or* 
s t a y .
Coyer  made h i s  w i l l  on 11 June  1 7 7 H, i n  wh ich  he shows
an i n c r e a s i n g  b i t t e r n e s s  i n  h i s  o u t l o o k  on h i s  p r i v a t e
w o r l d .  He p r e p a r e s  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  v a l u a b l e
and w o r t h l e s s  a l i k e .  I t  i s  h e r e  o n l y  that,  he m e n t i o n s  h i s
r e n a i n i n r  f a m i l y ,  f a v o r i t e  nephews and n i e c e s ,  a c o u s i n ,
none o f  whom were  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n  more d e t a i l .  T y p i c a l  o f
h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h o s e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  tha n  h e ,  t h e  f i r s t
two l e g a t e e s  a r e  h i s  cook a net i d s  v a l e t ,  and t h e  due de
. ’■on i l l  or. i s ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  , t h i r d ,  v i n ;  i h f' p o r t r a i t .
o f  the  k l r y  o f  P r u s s i a ,  C? s ■ p.- . 1 . : ■ 1 ■< la* i.v*‘s
and 'h’1a“':ds i : s !  . d ' s  d . : 1 l i l r a r y ,  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  a p o l d
w a t c h ,  a:i o r i e n t a l  t o p a z r  r i n p ,  anti v a r i o u s  sums o f  money,
Hot hi  rip can  bo t r a c e d  t o d a y .  The abb? had t h e n  d i s p o s e d
u f  h i s  e a r t h l y  po od s ;  t h e r e  rem ained  o n l y  h i s  body and the
memory o f  him and h i s  e n d e a v o r s .  The l a s t  few p a r a g r a p h s
o f  h i s  w i l l  p r o ve  t h a t  e v e n  w h i l e  f a o «  to  f a c e  w i t h  h i s
p o s t e r i t y ,  an a c r i m o n i o u s  s m i l e  must have  a p p e a r e d  as  he
i n d u l g e d  i n  h i s  f i n a l  ex am p le  o f  g r a v e y a r d  humor.
"do nr donne  r i m  h. l ' h q l l s e  q u i  nr m'n t h e n  donnS  
e c ,  d 1 a i l  l o u r s , c e  no son  I. pa: l e s  p r a n i e u r s  Ir
1 T;  1 qul  p i a i s e n t  ?l b l e u .  An r m t ' q  j** qui  ‘ t
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su ns  r e g r e t s  l a  compngnie  dor; f e u s  pour  a l l e r  dans  
1 a  pa *; r  1 n  d e s s a g e . ■.
On r e n d r a  mon c o r  s ft l a  t e r r a  amrue nr; v i ' ab”
r . ( . I I i ■: " u ' ? 1 1 ■* - ■» L . r' < r t f 1 i  f 1 r ; I ' ] ! 1 1 ■ , -
i r s :x cl  : , main 0 * 1 1  preria.it,  e n v i e  ft l a
p a r e n t 6 ou ft I 1 ami t l f t  if e o n c e  r ^ ■ ■ ’ ■' ; ■ u 1 , 
a daume , 1<; 1 i< ie ina n a i s s a n c o  , ;■ .> i t ' • * • ir - t ■: i
'onr a c ; ;i I T‘-‘;; iv; ior’f'r,or.! , v u c i  .jr:;. *: i t n.-hr :
'A l a  i£rnnir>‘ be t a b r i e l  '"Varip-i:; J o y r ,  prftt r> 
nans f o r e  t i or: he pr* !. r l  ' ; i 1 p e n s a  rpi ' i  1 S t a i f
p l u s  i m p o r t a n t  d • fcor i re ;-our son  pays  . 11 o u t  ;..eri
l e  , . . , 1 * at i , ag*  ie . / .  FbLIX 4'bl PO Tb: f liKdUM 
CCGhOGChniK CAUSAG. Ioh
1’h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  about  h a l f  a y e a r  b e f o r e  he l i e d ,  
i t  was a s  though Coyer had a d i r e c t ,  communion w i t h  the  .a?ii^ 
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  the  power " r e  rum c o g n o s c e  re  causa;:" , but  h i s  
f i n a l  v e r b a l  purge  was a n y t h i n ,  tut  hap py .  In 11ssai  s u r  
l a  p r S d j c a t i o h . carerne on t  i c r , on un s e u l  d i  s c o u r s  ̂ '' th 'T"  
■ip! oar::  a n i f f ' - r ' ud .  ahb£ Coyer ,  no t  in '.he s u b j e c t s  h*' 
t r e a t s ,  bib in a p p ro a c h  and in  an o v e r w h e l m ! n r  d i s p l a y  o f  
p i e t y ,  or  a t  i n a r t  a p a i n f u l  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i r  impendin'
1' 1 e l f  r 1 e . t !. i 1 1 l, ;: w i t h  h i s  b> i i y .  C a r d i 1-!' in h i s  1. l ‘v  ir- ; e:;n 
the  pr. ■ bl  - mis o v e r  an I o v e r ,  f i r s , !  , -oh i nn l  y , Urui
s u r  i o u s l y  , a n n o t a t e d  a?.a re  i r f o r c e d  by numerous f o o t n o t e s  
fror: contemporari ' -dj  ana a n t i n u i  t y . tow lie i s  a g i t a t e d  uru
a:,  r./ , s e n t i m e n t s  which lie had a l w a y s  ; re  v i  o u s l y  mi inateu .
ne S'-emr W u a l c u  g,. 1 V  ua.ad ;■ ,1-u; r n"-; s o f  h i s  f e l l o w  man' s
l :r  ; 1 b nr . o n  ; l . t a i  a.;:;: it i o n .  bar  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,
C o y r  ti ie tie i s  t - - n e  v e r  p r o f e s s e d  l i k e  V o l t a i r e , but  o b v i o u s  
i n  h i s  w o r k s - - c a l l s  n o t  o n l y  upon Cod t h e  F a t h e r ,  but  a l s o  
t h e  Cor; and the  h o l y  G h o s t .  At t i m e s  he a p p r o a c h e s  the  
f a n a t i c i s m  which  Ir* had a l w a y s  r o u n d l y  condemned .  do l u i u ' w
]
n a r l n f j -  w h e t h e r  h e  s t e p s  o n  n o b l e  n r  r o y a l  t o e s ,  h e  p a s s i o n ­
a t e !  y  p u i h q y k s  o n  r  m 1 s  s 1 o n  t o  s h a m e  t h e  k  1 n  p- a n d  e v e r y  s  u  h -  
l e e t .  ( e x e e p t  t h e  p e n  p i e  w h o m  h e  s t i l l  p r n t e e t s ) .  He  s  r e  m s  t o  
t p  e p o k l n v  n  p ' l t . h n r s  1 r  t h r n n v h  t h e  r i r i r n t  I n n  o f  o t h e r s .  M a y -  
r i “  f e ] t  r f - n n r ' - e  f o r  " fi v i r ! r » ‘ : w h a t  o t h e r s  i ' n . b v , v ! .
1 iM’h ' i p r  n r  e n ^ n y o ' i  a 1' w e l l ,  ( ' t i e  w n i i l ' m r  w h e r e  t h 1 •' h (‘ 1 1 -
f'1 t‘p a n ' 1 b r i m s t o n e  r p r i ' w  w a r  In  t h e  v n u n r e p  ,
I'h e f t  ‘' “ W T ' a r e o  o r  ' 7  f  1 «. o t pi ; -  1 v ^ i ] , ' j , t ' r t f ' oy t '  r  1 r'
s  t v i e  a n d  \ r v  , p r  . t 1 ;• t ' s r s ' t e n  * ’ y em y. i nyp<) f1 r e y  rr:r t n -
fV] o l- n r  ( i p i n . r p ' t  t o  b O' t 1 v o r  r n  t n n  1 v f i r e ,  I .a t  e r  , w h e n  h. 1 r
1 ) • '  ’ ] ■ i 1 t n  t 1 O 1 1 1' r  ■ I T t e a  r  f e  1 1 1 "  PM ■: 1 j t „-|0  j’M 1 5 t 7 ( I n / ' ; _
* 1 i '  i >  o  o  m  ^  e  i '  s  n  n ’ ' 1 ' l . ' v !  ’ 1 '  + l : I ' O  " i ,  '  n  /  o  I ■ i  1 * ; - e  r j  < \ e  t '  > > n  a  i -
r ■' f * i > e ('ie a O 11 n t 1 r ' ■ n f1 o pmr p ' ’o V I 1 ■ j - (■ ' 1; i -r -' w i t ' :  t h ' 7  , bl i t  i 1'
1 H t PH!: 1 f  1 n l  , 1 ’ 1 S wo l- | a ‘:f’ i ' i ' n n  f  POTT ! l!*’ PR we f; l i k e  t h o s e  o f
r) r r  e a r  h e r  f r o m  t h e  r -i i 1 : 1 t , ’ h i ' ' '  e rm o n  m 1 r  h t I n v ' 1 r l n y e  H
1 * o 1 n O ‘ ' t e I ' a ' ' ' ' 1 1 ' * fl • 1 e ri ‘ ' f > ' ■ 1 ' 1 ( 1 t ; , :> 1 p <' 1 ) i " h <' R t h 1 S
1 1 f  o , b o  ye  r  WR't t n o  r»r,p* ’ * o r  a 1 * p i  f " "  a n  • t b ' n  f a  1 an  o Q .
v“ t s o m e h o w  (ip f ' al  l f ' h .  A -nii'it ' e p i r r '  o e yno i i  r e r n l t r  s a m e
a b o a t  i h u t  a ’ l ‘ o o  f  e W , f n v l n  r.e r e ' - f a t ,  e h  t h e  s a m e  [ r o  p <, -
>■ ( t i n t r  o v e r  a n  ■ ’ r * 1 • > (. f - -, ■ i :' e h r  i • r  a  1 t ' e ■: ri o o p e  w a r  1 1 : ■ t e r i -
1 n t r  h i m ,  Nnw h e  1 ■: a h o i i * 1 n * < ■ r:i a k e h i m s e l f  n e a r  h , 11'
n r  b a r  f a i l e d  f o  r e a f o  j , ! ; '  own r e n i n  n r  a n v 1 t p r ,  h e  ' ‘a n  
• ' t i l l  r  eh  1 r e e  1 1 ■ 1 <■ mo 1 h n h  r  , - ' e r e  h r  a l m o s t  h e n p r  r a  t e J y p r  _
t u r n s  t o  t h e  r r n p n p t -  a r m  ar id  r i j  p v f, n ,i o w e d  t.o a n  o l d  ma n ,
e x p r  r l r n e e h ,  a n d  a man o f  t h e  e h u p e h ,
I n  a n  h o n e s t  i '>,■ b i n  In, . '  h e  t r  j t n h i : ' -  r e  a h  e  p r  t h a t  " l b )
r  r  i I ' f i ’ i ' f fM- ' i  1 m ■ ■ .: a  n  ' ’ 1 e  a ' r m n n  r  e  r  t ■ i 1 r i e  r  f ~ < i r o  i ; 1 p :" ■ >'a * ■ 1 p e  s  ,
i f t
q u a  1  1 n n  r r n U . ,  s a n d  f l o n t p ,  f o r t -  p r o  p r e s  f t  t n u n h e r  I p r  
n o e u i ' R  .  ’ ’  I ? 0  I m m e d i a t e l y  h e  d a m n s  m a n k i n d  f o r  I t s  s i n f u l  n a n s  
e v e r  s i  n e e  A d a m ,  " m a u d  1  t o  / I n  t  e i ' r e y 7  d a n s  s e n  e n t  r a l l i e s
h r u  1 o n  t  e s  ,  o n  r e  p r e m i e r  p e e  h e  r  r e u  r  a  1  *  o n  f  e r  ,  11  ^  ^ W a n  I s .
1 r  ’ w o  r  t  n  V  1  n  < '  a  !  1 n  1  m : e  j f '  ( ■ > ■. i  ■ 1 : :  *  i  t  r  ;  t  - ( r  ■ ;  t . f  ■ ■ O n  11 ] ■ '  p  T  n  i
!  v  1  n  / ■'  a  h n n  ?  H  T o  '■ 1 - , i  * *  e  ] f  a n d  ‘ n  ' ■’ !  P ' v r ’  ,  ' ’ o v e r  P l a c e s  n i T -
; ■ n  1 f  v  l O  y o n  d  t  h  e  S  1 P  f  U  !  t  h  | ' n  p  r  S  ,
" K t  I  P i n t  a  ! d  o  a  a  n o  r i n , i "  ,  1  r .  1 ' '  t  r  o s  d a  ' > 1  . o n  o n  p  ,
n o u s  n  '  ' ' H ' 1 "  )  s i r  a  " m i ' '  r c i ' i ' m ’ p ’ r  a  n o  d o r ;  v a n  1  t . e ' - .  "  '
■v i n P  I p ' 1 n  t  1 i  ■ a n  o  a  i ! n  >.r  i  e  s  ,  t  i  *  ! o ; :  (  :  ■ r  f  - t  e  r  1 o '  n '  ’ ,  l a x * - "  —  m  - a  y  h e
•  i m f i  *  h  > i .  ■ ] '  f  *  ; ■]  p  1 1 r *  t  ' 1 w  o  11 1  ■ * ' . i  ' !  k  |  i .  t o  ■ 1 1/ 1 ■> r  p ;  r  1  f  i  a n  s  o 1 ; * "  o  t
t  i . p i r  t  : n  t  (  > ] 1 '  ■ .  ■ . 1  ;  J  '  j  1 ■ ”  1 ■ 1  V l  /  I ■ (  1  > 1 ■■ ■ /  1  t  t  i  -  r  > i d  e S  '  V
i i  r ’  ■ 1  o  i  ‘ O n  1 l i ' i v  ■ '  *  ’ . i >  »  i  •  * \  l  > i < ■ . .  ■ ( V ] 1 ‘ o '  p ’ l ,  [  1  > '  i n  *  P  ( *
i r  I  . S '  *■ n  C  f  a  c  1  * ” ! 1 ’  v ;  O  *  1 ■ ’ * ■ n  '  ’  ’ ! 1 '  ■ ( , '  1 r '  i ■ "  T r ■ t  ■ ' t r -  . t i  > ) . > \  < > i  ; 1 \  r  , .
■ • 1 1- *■ Ilf' l
" f o p  1  ’ r  f t  t  P  o  : '  i  |  i i  | ' i i  a n  I n V ' -  \  a  j  '  j  > n  n  |  o  ; :  <'  r 1 ,
i  o  r  r  ’ a  1  e  n  f  M  °  n  :  ! ’ i  s  a  ' '  '  * ■ n  • ■ r  ■ i  '  : ■ 1 ■ ! f  ■ ■ 1 ' 1 s i  e  ’ '  _
■ ;  t  i  1 1 o n  r '  ■ 1 o  < ■ |  V  - : ;  ’  1 • - ■ :  ; ,  ’  ' )  I .  d  ■ ’ f  j  o  v  ,  "  1
; 1 L ■ ■ n o w  * 1  ' ■  *  T o  t  n  i i  ■ ■ ■ j , n  i  ■ i  ■ ■ ■ r  ;  <■ '  ' ,  ■ . > , ,  < .  \ ■ . . ,  - ■ a l w a y s  ■ t  f  t  ■ ,  < ■ ■ < • ■ ;
1 > •  '  h  ‘ • T n o w  t  S i  r »  y  I . f  > - ■] 1 '  . ,  V 1 .  ] ' ! ' . ( ■  ;  ;  '  ' ' ,  t  ■ • n  p  '  (  ; .  I ' M  f  * d
■ ■ <• w  i v  t o  ' ■  * 1 ”  1 ' o  i '  o ’ . 1 [ ' ' i n ' :  "  A  > ■ .  ’ ■ ' 1 ; ^ 1 1 1 1  '  ‘ - n  ; '  ' "
( i n  f  i i  • ;  o r i  c .  11 > .  < • y  p n s  o  > •  ” • 1 > t  ;  s  * -  > f  ' i f  t  i r r  a > . ‘ ■ f
,  i  ■ 1 ,  ' - f  r i  l  *  r  1 > 1 p ‘ : ,  t  h  o  i  ■ '] f  ’ h ; t  ^  o  ■ n  i  ■. r i  +  (  t  r , f .  > ; i  n  r 1 1  j  |  ■ o  h  t  *  h o  ;  f  :■ i 1 ■ ; -
■ i  i "  i  T n  y  : -  p i ;  \  } n  o  o  T 1 h o  ; '  ,  ' 1 e  *. S  < ■ ' '  ! o  1 ■ I : 1 v  h  a  I ’ 1 ’ W  1  t  t :  W  o  1 T o  r : '  ,
" A r e  y e n ) m e n " "  ‘ ‘ o  d  r i  n r i n  t  ;  ; •  i  "  e  t o  I  n n i (  h o p e  '  o  f i n d  
e x a m r - l o s  u n s a f e  "  t  r e  e  t  r ;  t  1  1  1  1  t  1  m a  t . e  i d i  I  ! l  r " r :  v :  h e  H e
1  n  , r d ' j  »  o  i  r ;  t  '  . ,  f e  • •  T  • ;  • •  • j  • •  •  r  t  1 t  ■ (  i  ■ ■ . <
K )  •  1 - n  o  ■ ■ < 0 ( 1  T ' l ' M '  ■ r  1 t  .  O  . ; 1 [ ' (  i j  ;  ■ h ' t  r ;  ■ p  ■ y ;  P  t • ■ L > - ,  .  . ■ o  r
t h e i r  f a m i l y  d u t i e s  t o  go  o u t  g a m b l i n g ,  d e c e i v i n g ,  s i n n i n g .
Coyer  t h e  p r e a c h e r ,  a f t e r  a t i r e d  p a u s e ,  a d m i t s  t h a t
he d o e s  n o t  know how t o  end h i s  s erm on .  He c e r t a i n l y  d o e s
no t  i n t e n d  to  b l e s s  his.  l i s t e n e r s  i ri the  name o f  the  F a t h e r ,
the  3 p m , and t h e  h o l y  Chost  . t. .n u i s n i e ri t. arid nrrcti p o t e  ;; t. Cod
has  r e v e a l e d  t o  h i s  m i n i s t e r  what, t h e i r  f’a t e  w i l l  he .  woah' s
s e rmons  b e f o r e  the  f l o o d  must  hav** been o f  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ,
and r e c e i v e r  in  the  same way.
in  oe p t em n ep  'if I d o l ,  t h e r e  was. a rumor that.  Coyer' had 
1d i e d ,  1 hut  in  t r u t h ,  i t  was a y e a r  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  p u t t i n g  
t h e  f i n i s h i i i ; ,  t o u c h e s  on h i s  CLuvreo; c o m p l e t e s  t h a t  C a h r i e l  
F r a n c o i s  J jy‘*r ■•au(,.!!,. a summer . 'old whi'*h im d id  not p r o p e r d y  
* r e a f  and whine  u 1 t i mu t e l  y i ?. • •. h i s  d e a t h  on 1 d u l y  I'.’'1 d, 
a t  age  s e v**: ;t,y -  V  i v . r'e was e s t e e m e d  and r e g r e t t e d  bv h i s  
f r i e n d s . ^ ( "
h.  be s l a r d  re  s "as gos.e.i ■, if i nd an'‘ r f a  ! d C ' S t i n t i  re. arc  in-
the  a l i i /  f  = 'y « r :
"Comment un £ c r i v a i n ,  hre an AVI11^ s i > c J »
par  so n  e s p r i t  '“r t - i l  to,i;b£ dans  un o u b l i
pro  fond , Tie'ii'* aupr^ s  i h  s en  r  om pa t  r i o t e  s ? M 1 7'
I t  in t -me that, t h e  her. t known coii  t emporary  c r i t i c s  -’one iue re .
him m e d i o c r e  and i lu  no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .
r a c h a u m o r t : " O t  e x - j ^ s u i t e  a v a i t  une r e p u t a t i o n  • p he m ^ re ,
\  V  " ’
conune s e c  u u v r a g e s . "  ' 1 La f iarpe : " O ' e s t  une p e r t e  m e d i o c r e
pour  1 e s  l e t  I r e s  , quul  q u 1 i l  ne f t i t  ni  s a n s  rn£ri t e  n i  s a n s  
170e s p r i t . M c u t  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  same o p i n i o n  war
pro f('u o n l y  c o l o r e d  hy C o v e r ' s  f r i v o l o u s  l i t e r a r y  begt  nni  nfgs .
1  i  ?
I n  M n r p p  s " f - J p n  p r p m  1 n  v r :  n n v r n e r r ,  I n i  U i i I p t
B q g n  t e l  1  p e  m o v n l e r  p t  q i i l  [ , n n 1  p n  p f f p i - , q n r
' i n n  I n p - n  t n l  I p t  ,  p t a l p n l  >1 ' n n  h o m m n  n  n  1 r ' >= f -  
f n t - ' n l t  n u n n l  1 r v f ' i '  i n n n  r r r  p p . r l t n  q i m
I n  n n t n i ’ p  1 ' n v n l t  f n l t  I n i n * ' !  1 n r m  I n  r o n l p t n ,  ‘
i ' l l ’ 1 m m  : " n . '  I  I n  r  1 M  n  ’ i °  ' i n  n o p  m n r u  r n  r  t m i v -
♦ ■ o u t  ■!(> i r > f  ) - 1 i r 0   ̂ t  o  1 1 1 ; 1 - i  f o i l  i * n  I 1 1 ■ r  i >- '  ■! 1 (■ ■ ■ >‘ i '
”  I (  ̂ ; t o  ■ ; 1' • ' f i  f-  1' i I "  t t - t .  f  ' * '  i ; i ' ‘ \ rr* . , 1 i . \ ■ \ * ' i ' * _
" r  M  1 n  H 1 I 1 1 n n  ') 1 / n  ' n  f ' ■ i M  '* 1 ‘ t ' I 1 p  * ■ i >, 1 1 11 ' -  r*' n  M f ■
] 1 7 i ' < ’ "  ! f ' r  1 l ,  I n n  : r r r- \  ■■■ r 1' : ■: -
r n i ’ o n t  t i  m o l  n r ’ o r - r l  1 n v ' * r  m r  o n r t . r  i r  I m - p i ’ P t P ;
r-. -) ' - ■ p  ( - 1, t i ■ l o . m p p t p  "  1 p  t o  1 t  r n i r i  < 1 > i ‘ n u t  \ t  -
■ j i ’ t p  i'c-i  i-' ' j t  ’ i n n  i i * i  i p o p  r  t r  1 I .  i n  r  o n  v  r  r  - ■ n  —
* * o  r  j f 1 ; t * r  i ; 1 n  ’ ] 1 ’ '' [ r  ■ ’ - p  ■ I ‘ f- * ; o r  '  ' , | ( t ' t r' *' f '
1 i> I ' t l  i P V  '1 1 1 "  I ' 1 t p  ( ‘ ' ' P m  I i ' i i  ! V , p  p  , j c> p  , ; i f l ' p ,  | q' r nr, , - ? 1 r  p  , ,  p .  • . , t  1 , , ,  . _ "
i m v  r r' - L 4 > ■ 1 f  r i > i ' ' ' - W 1 1 ' ■ - ' * ■ \ . m \ - ' r M *> J ' ■ o  r r 1 t ■' ' 1 J *  ̂ \
t '  ' I T r . ^  . f  ̂ M ' ] t h ■ . * t o  '  ̂ ' \  ■■■ r  ' q n t l  ( T <' * \ i  ̂ \ '
* ... i .j > ■, * ' irr= ' 4 ■' f * ■
i ' * n -  •.•••■■ i ' l » *-j T.r, • i j • i • • i • ' »  ̂ *r-  ̂ • •, ■ • % - - i t |  n r  '-J r' i ' t  i ; V ' '  *' ^
n t  ' r - r ;  ' i  * '  ' I -  p  --I, .  ”  t ( * ' ] * W- >  ■ • . 1 1 p p  v  t 1 ' '
I t  '.-.r ■ t ’ , t f ■ 1 ; 1 + 1 < > •■ — ■ 1 p  *■ > 1 <■■■ 1 1 ri f ■. ■" t , n  rj t ■ ■ ■ p  f  . I ■ ■ ' 1 p  h  1 f ' *■!
1 -  ! ■ ■ ■ ........ .. * , P !  • ■ J' -  ■ ! • i I 1 1 t . f  ̂ v , , ,  . , l ,
* .■ ■, \ t tT ! ■ + r , r, f . N * .  p  ■ * ' h L ■ f ■ ■ ' ■ ' t ■ * * r  ̂ + ■11 ;,  i , . ..  ,
p  i ] * p i i ’ . - r . f i i ’ p -  ■ j i j p  t ■ p  ",  ■ .■, - p i 1 i '' 1 1 1 I ’ ' t t • ■ i 1 r 1 ■ ■ ' ' n r ; p '  n
; "  O ' "  f  F H i  '  I ' T 1 ;  o , , r l  W i r  (  "  : 1 1 '■ i  Y  ■ P  9 < ' '  L i ; p  f - w -  ■ f ■ ,  | , .  t '  ■ , |  ! I ;  ] '  /  ■
-  v  1 ' - 5 "  ■ P! ■ ■ * ' ’ ■- ‘ 1 ' I - ' - r  ■ * P  i p ’i  ■ ' . <■ ' ■ t '■ r v  .
i 1 1 •/ ■ p- ! -P'Oi't 'in • ,. pi
FOOTNOTED 
Ci lAiTKA i I
^ . v ' i i l i a m  r: o r ' t u ! ‘ bu  1 J e r t o r ( 'IV r r c s  f’r a n g a i  !ia a : ■ou!1-
. 1 t r a n c h e - J o m p t f t  ( I ' a r i f . ; :  A.  J o l i n ” I d "  . )  , p p .  Ac - ? - 2 A
V ; t e  ui i h a  1 f Le jJaury1 -L'f
"J i- L ! ur t .  r a i l  wa:i r o u e  : y  J n l s o n ,  a  p a i n t e r
f rui r ,  . m i r r u n u y ,  who wan f o r  f'Oni" f o r t y  y e a r s  t h e  a r t i s t i c  
h a n d y m a n  a t  f n e  c h a t e a u  h e  b o u i l l o n :  a r c h i t e c t ,  ■■. aruner ,
r  c u l  p t  nr*, p.ai n t e i - . J’h r  p u r 1 t r a i t  i e p i  c ts: Jo y e r  a r o m a  a p e  
f j  f t y -  t h  r ' " 1 . h a l l 1 r oa r ,  I 1 At bft J o y e r  , p .  fA.
* fh'1 numerous : i D-ra^h i ;: ■ 1 1 i i • • t : miaj ' i '1;; wh ich ;.:e-.t i j n  
■Joyer1 r a v f  f or  t o e  -:;ort. ] a r t  drawn t h e i r  i r f  oriv.at Ion from 
the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  made by t.he ecii • or  i f  J o y e r 1 s CKuvrcs cun; 
plfe t e s  , 1 a ve uve  o u c l i f m i f  , whore pus thu.mous r^c on r. ti  rip, o f  
J o y rw ' s  l i f e  i r  s * e t c h y  arm:  a t  t i m e s  e r r o n e o u s .  _>ir o 
r e a l  f'ii' r a p , /  war . iuu**, the  wi 1 ■ a*, bur}.'1/ 're i s  a c r e ; ■
a: o: - Wt.u .. :.J*w h m 1 r ■ w»- L 1 , an;  :: i i  ..... .. )’.;f !  ̂ o • . i
f a '  *■ J . . JK .> r  i : ■ >r, 1*1 ' - .  ; I w i :  : / f - .m m r ' ,  1"
I J ) , V o l s  . ( r e f e r r e d  fa  * ft r e a p  e r  us u ,  J .  ) L y f r trie 
most  r ftl i a h l e  arid c o m p l e t e  a c c o u n t  o f  Joyer ' / :  l i f e  was the  
t h o r o u g h  d e t e c t i v e  wi 1 id' ;. I-ial i t.r-an in  i /i .  u r p u b l i s h e d  
o o r b  >’ ne t h e s i s ,  opj. c 1 1 .
*
J i e . . e r ,  b f  • i — i i : i .  J s / i l a f r i  ■. , "l’n h u m o r l s t e
o u t, 11 £ , " flft/noires dtp X ' Acad emir  de_ : gammon ( r  e r' a r ,  . ■ ■ : 5 j  J
s t a n c e  du Id novr .ntr" 1 ° 3 1 , pp .  J0 3 -fA'Ĵ d u i c t i o n n a l r c  ue  
! iup. raphi  -  f r a n e a l s c  ( Par i s :  Li nrai  r i e  Le t c u z e y  e t  an?"7
• 1 ) ,  ec  . human. d 'Ainat ,  p.  I1AJ;  K a l l b r a r ,  1 1 Ah bft J o y e r . 
pp . l h - n  .
L u c h e s r i e ,  ^ d  . O. J A , p .  i ’
i I b i d . ,  p . i  i
a i r . ' 1, “ u . , L e s  J1 i e f s - u  1 opu v i 1"/; i n c o r m m ;  . ; . v i i .
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^Morne t ,  P r i c i n g s , pp .  5 5 ,  135 ;  t h e  Camion o f  S a i n t e  
C-enev i^ve ,  Le C o u r b a y e r ,  In  1 7 2 9 ,  I b i d .
 ̂° I b i d . , p . 2 0 3 .
1 1 1 b i d . ,  p .  1 3 9 .
 ________ __  f j d .
 ̂ -Viut l  i d p e , b s s a i  s u r  I e  r a r a c  t f r r e  e t  l e s  m o e u r s  d e s  
f r a n c a I s  c o m p a r e s  & c e l l e s  d e c  A n r ; l a i s  ( L o n d o n :  17 ? o ) , P* 31
L 3 # *"Par1 I s  nfjt re' i ipl i  d ' a b b e s ,  o l e  r e s  t u n s u r e s , qui. ric
s e r v e r !  n i  I ' S a l i n e  nl  1 ' S t a t ,  qu i  v i v r n l ,  dans  l ' o i s i v e t ?  
l a  p l u s  s u i v i e ,  s q u i  ne s u n t  que u e s  i n u t i l i t ^ s  u d e s  
f a d a i s e s  . . . . Dans n l u s i e u r s  rn&isoris on t r o u v e  un a! ,-b£ 5 qu i  
1 ' on 11 onne l e  noil) d ' A K l ,  ■ q u i  n ' - ' s t  q u ' u n  hurtnete v a l e t  
qu i  ee;>i:nande l a  l i v r ^ e .  n  ~sh l e  u u . n p l a i s a n t  sown i s  de 
[:iauane ( a r s i s t e  i  so. t o i l e t t e ,  c u r v e i l i e  l a  :na i son ,  
u t r l . e  ai: d e h o r s  'Pi; a f f a i r e s  m i ^ u r  . j«*.s p e r s u n n a  ■ e :
& ra iu l ,  s e  rep l e n t  p l u s  ru i n ;  u l t l e r ,  c a r e s  s e n t  l e u r  
pro t e c  t e a r  pend ant  p l u s i e u r r  a n u s e s ,  al'ir; d ' e t r e  mis  su r  
l a  f  i 11 c . . . , La fe::i:ne ue chain f  re  l e u r  l i t  t.uut. r e  p*i yt f-
p a s s e ;  J in so n  I l u s t  m i l s  ne;; s e r r e t u  uu mat i r e ,  ne ].a
mat t  r er . se  . d e s  v a l e t s .  L n s u i t e  v i e n n e n t  P ' t  ; r S e e p t e n r s , 
qu i  s o n t  anus  I set; a n l £ s .  bans  1 er  u a l s o r s  de q u e l  (p i1 i n -  
p o r f a r c e ,  on qe P s ;  u i s t, i ripueut u^re d e ;; u m f p  i q u e s .
L e ru an t  I r  r.>urs m- 1 1 - ed> n ;a ! i ; a . •> l'u; ■ t il| ; ■ :i , ‘*u;
: * s  q  U 1 I 1 ■ ■ m !  P 1 > ]i <"■ , I n M : '  ■ 1 (■: 1 U‘ Ut i e  p e . . r i ( -  ' > > ; q  f
■ uj un l e u r  f a i t  r.o.'ir u:. h S n ^ r i c e ;  p u i s  un Pu; uj'i ,;? a p .
Le pep qu'or:  leur* a o e u r d e ,  e s f  c a u s e  q u ' i l s  n £ r , l i -
-■■eat l e u r ?  * l ^ v e s ;  :nais c ■ 'jTun■ . .1 s ' e s t - u n  li:iaf';in£ q u ' u n  n e r -  
c e r n a i r e ,  pour* do u z e  c e n t s  f r a n c s  par an vous  f > -  r - ; n 
? out r-l  C;;i l u i  a i m p o s t  l a  t S c h e  l a  p l u s  d i f i c i l e  e t  l a  
p l u s  i n c e r t a i n e .  J 1 a i  11 e u r s  , nemo flat  q uob non haneyt." 
M e r r i e r ,  Tab lea u  de Lar i  s . pp .  2 ,io_2r,7.
^ ' A n l r *  K i c h e j  H a m s e y ,  a  a c o t  who s j e r  i a l  i z e d  i n
m a t h  u n u  t h e o l u - , /  a n d  who h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  p u v e r n u r  f o r ’ 
t h e  o r i I d r e n  o f  t h e  k i  rip-; o f  b n , ; ]  a n d  a n u  t n e  d u k e  o f  
J n &t . e au*  l h i e r r y  , "* pu: . . l  i s 1 :eu ;u nimnr* ■ u c h ;  i n  n t h
f r e n c h  a n u  b n p l i s u .  M a l i - r a n ,  t ' A b b ?  C o y e r . p .  1 ' ’ , n o t e  1 ,
1 ft *. J  . H. u z e r a y ,  H i s  t o  i r e  d e s  p a y s . c h a t e a u  e t
v i l i e  de b o u i l l o n  ( Luxembourg,: Lat>ort ,  1 h 27”)V p"* ?31 .
'ai  ! ' ■ran, 1 1 Abn^ d  jy e r .
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J I b i d . .  p .  18;  Roman d 'A m at ,  e d . , d i e t l o r m a i r e  de  
b l o y r a p h l e  f r a n c a l s c . p .  119-2; l a  v e u v e  D u c h e s n e ,  e d . 0 . 0 . ,  
p .  i i i ;  D e s l a n d r e s ,  H u m o r i s b e . p .  209-.
1  dC z e r a y ,  H i s t o i r e  . . . d e  b o u i l l o n , p .  2 2 0 .
Pal  i brut; , 1  1 Abb& Coyer  . p .  I' - .
"da i ’r i n c  i p au t £  (duci:? s o u v e r e i u )  de b o u i l l o n  
e n c l a v S e  e n t r e  l e s  T e r r e s  du bunh£ de Luxembourg, , e e l l e s  o' 
l a  P r i n c i p a l i t y  de  C a r i ^ n an ,  c e l l e s  de l a  D e i y . n u e u r i e  a  
Abbayr de  d t . - H u b e r  1, X c e l l e  de l a  P r i n c i p a u t f t  de DSdan."  
From Idie Lime o f  the  Roman domi n a t i o n ,  t.he b o u i l l o n  t e r r i ­
t o r y  was p a s s e d  back and forth,  bet/wee.u I r e  r o y a l t y  and the  
Church,  was t h e  bounty  o f  s e v e r a l  s k i r m i s h e s  be twe en  the  
D i f b  e o l s  and t h e  l o r d s  o f  b £ d a u .  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  v i c i  a s  i  tuu.es t 
t h e  k i n y  f i n a l l y  pave  the  p r i n c i p a l i t y  to  h in  Orand Cham­
b e r l a i n  ( Code f  r o y - X a u r i c e  '.le l a  Tour,  f i l_ s  de F r S d S r i c -  
[■iaurice,  v rieveu de 7 i c o m t e  be Turerme / p r e a t - y r a n d f a t h e r  
o f  C o y e r 1s w a r d / )  in  1 6 7 b ,  A ub er t  de La Ohesnaye  d e s  1 -oin 
e t  Kra ' 1 9 0  i. n - A l e x a n d r e  u a d i e r ,  Dj c 1 1 o m i a i r e  de l a  ho b l e s s e 
( Pa r i : ; :  .j r ; i ] * s  1 r:. ■ e p , l ' / rb-V .  ) ,  i~l" 70 7_?0u .
ri pi
‘■'''Duchesne , -'d . U . C . , p . l i t .
’i .ai  1 bran , 1 1 AbbS Coyer . p ,  10 ,
' )  I :
' ‘ R , nii v i s s e  , :,i s t u l  re  , ; £ u £ r a l e  p* l_n tjdri :il'/d ( Par i r : 
Cache t t e ( l u b  3 _ 1  '■) j 1  T"( 7 1 1 ,  V \ be or.yep b n y d e r s ,  La PS da,- .0 ; Lje  
en F ra n ce  au XVII* e t  X V1 11 ̂  s i  X c 1 c s ( P a r i s :  I’r e s s e s  D n i v e r -
s i t u i  r e s  de F r a n c e ,  1  O'" fT,  ",  2 3 7 .
" ' " P a r i s  n ’ a v a i t  pas  e n c o d e  \<* j o u r n a l  q u o t  iu i e t i  ■ 
r e v u e s  e t  yyizcf-. t ep p u b l i a i e n t  a v e c  au tur’i s a t  i or. s p e -  
c b i r  e t  par c o n s e q u e n t  S t a l e s t  t e n u e s  5 beaucoup  de p r u ­
d e n c e .  r ia l s  l a  p r e s s e  p o l i t i q u e  u'er.  ex  1st. a i t  pas  mo i n s  
s o u s  une a u t r e  fo r m e .  C ' S t a i t  l a  br oc hur e  d 1a c t u a l  i t ? ,  
l a  c h a n s o n ,  l e  c o u r t  pa m p hl e t  imprimS s u r  une f e u i l l e  
v u l a n t e  e t  q u i  ra i s u i t  f u r e u r  une s e m a i n e .  C r r t a i n e s  
a v a i e n t  1 ' app ro  1 tat i o n  uu c e n s e u r ,  l a  plupurt .  p u r a i s s a i e n l .  
s a n s  nom d ' a u t e u r  m  d ' j mi a* i ur’ •*; *■1 .■ -ooom e d- ] *■*;: feud r e s
• to L' l ' l e i r i eut ,  i “ ] u Dor’bonne o-u d ** l a  n o l i c e ,  F ou d res  
m o u i l l S e s :  quand e l i e s  t o m L a t e n t , 1 ' e f  f e  t £ t a i t  d e p u t e
l o n y t e n i p s  p o r t S ,  e t  l ' o u v r a ^ e  s o l e n n e l l e m e n t  1 su pp r im f t 1 ou 
' b r u l * ' c o n t i n u a i t  & c i r c u l e r  s o u s  l e  n ianteau,  d f a u t a n t  p l u s  
i n  q u ' o n  l e  s a v a l t  i n t e r d i t . "  P i e r r e  b a x o t t e ,  Le d i i c d e  
de  L o u i s  XV ( P a r i s :  L i b r a i r i e  Arfh&me F aya rd ,  19 33 ) , p ■ P't'.
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^ ‘M o r n e t , Or1 d i n e s , p . 1 1 7 .
2 ^ K a l i b r a n ,  1 1abbS G o y e r . pp.  1 7 - 1 9 .
2  C oy er ,  " D i o o u v e r t e  .I*'* l a  "i'l1 .1 i ■ <me j ha! e , " Ir. 
hap.a t e l l e r  moral  , ' h ; •• I ■ . ' bo i : • . 1 1- r i s  : I j u o * n 11*--',
] V rp ) ~ — " j T i  ( h e r e a f t e r  re 1>  rred If' us n i)£ fo: f e " ) .
' Joy err a d m i t s  havinp.  dor’rowed the  .- .eneral  id e a  from 
S w i f t ,  bu t  l o e s  no t  m e n t i o n  that  a t  L imes ,  " D $ c o u v e r t - " 
i s  a v e r b a t  i t L r a n s l n t i  on o f  S w i f t ' s  I n f a l l i b l e  i r u j e c t . 
by M l  Gould I::. , -jwi f  t eii  Fran ce  ( F a r i s :  ii .  Champion,  l u f d > ,
I  ■ . r
I I  J J |
-1' Mai i bran,  1 1 ALL* Coyer . o h m u o l  o- i m l  tat  l e  .
 ̂1 J o y r r ,  Leu dnsq ues  ( s . l . n . d . ) ,  t i t l e  pa- e .
" ‘. 'd i .1 ' Add* .LaLLLi ; * L > l!t;fe  P.
' datd au;i' n t. , M^lduires s e ^ r m ; : , pi /; U i 1 l e t  l / f ,  <’ i t e  :
I - ! i b i d . , p .  Gf , . n o t e  ? .
1 : . , p . 3 , o o f -  J .
tr■ i ;:i; , f o r r e  s p o r d a n c e  , 1 ,
.~>C 1 1 d j . L 1.
. *dir >07'’ Ms. t b y  a r t i c l e s  or  the  :.ore t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  oi 
t h e  a c t u a l  exchan;  e or  combi ria t L on o f  s e x u a l  o r y a n s , com­
p l e t e  wi th d i a g r a m s . hlven m^moires  l i k e  h a r d y ' s  l ies  l o t s  i r s  
c o n t a i n  r a t h e r  s e n s a t i o n a l  r e p e n t s  o f  d i v o r c e s  p r a n t - d  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  hermaphroc  1 1 i sm , or  u p s - t  m o t he rs  who d i s c o v e r  
p h y s i c a l  a b e r r a t  i o n s  In t h e i r  Sr. i Ld ren . f o y e r ' s  d i e  nbSancf  
h o w e v e r ,  p r e v e n t s  hi:n from r e a c h  inc. s e n s a t i o n a l  isi;. ,  m a i n l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  o d d i t y  was m e r e l y  v. s a t i r i c a l  v e h i c l e  f o r  c r i t i ­
c i s m  o f  c u s t o m s  a m  ' o n e s  o f  d r e s s , a f f e c t a t i o n s  in  s p e e c h , 
which he c o n s i d e r e d  unworthy  and u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  what  
males  and f e m a l e s  s h o u l d  l>e.
37 Coyer ,  "1'AnnSe m e r v e 1 I l e u s e ," In  b a g a t e l l e s . p .  33-
7 3J I b i d . . p.  *,5 .
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"Jamai s  b r o c h u r e  n ' a  $ t S  l u e  a v e c  t a n t  d ' a v i d i t S .  
g r a n d s  e t  l e s  p e t i t s ,  l e s  g e n s  d 1e s p r i t  e t  d e s  s o t s ,
P a r i s  e t  l e s  P r o v i n c e s ,  l u i  o n t  f a i t  l e  meme a c c u e i l . "
F r S r o n , AnnSe l i  t t S r a l r e  , I ,  1 e  1 1  r  e 7 , c i t e d  in  do u 1 d i  rig, 
Swl f t  en  France~j p 7 1 2 n .
■r 1 ' ioi .1 J  i n.■., owl  f  t- e r  Fran ce  . p.  l d : .
' ' J p y r ,  "La Fa; h e  d^moiif r^e , " in ia-' ,at e l l »L '  , p .  lied 
I b i d  . , p .  3 3 .
i U i .
l i d  1 . . p .  d d  
^-'I b i d  . . p .  l e d .
V  ■lM)r'i*i , u r i j . 1 ne s  . p.  -V.V .
1 d ’ 1 » ■^ o y e r ,  Lei; Las-] ues  , ■ . 1 .
4  1 1  in . . ; . 1 ' .
do „'No t  rnent io i ie i ;  ay na r t i< - r  or  i^uerard , Lee, bas e  ues
was l i s t e d  unde r  Joyer 1 rs ruvne in  P.  L a c u . - pe ’ t i i  LI 1 op.raphl  
p a r t s  lcr_ne ( P a r i s :  P.  i iouquet  l.e t i s  v ) ,  which g i v e s  t h e
u s u a l  w o r t s  such  as  ' >ap,q t e 1  jp;  aud . i o b 1 r s 1. 1 . d e  i i s o  a t ­
t r i b u t e s  t . , j ; 1 s. a s ;ial 1 j sa.:pi : 1  e I L~ Jabr 1 > d  " 1 : r  i s£  , uu
Les Jour  Laud s huin.i 1 i £ s  ( s . l . n .  ; . 5 ,  which has  . .'■■ith'-r s t y l e  
run- idea . c' t o  s u - y ^ s f  Coy-"r.
;l) J u p T  ( ? } , L 1 As tiulu/ . - .ce a u j our ( ?i 1 1 - u s ^ r  va t u  i i'» , 
ne p/i Jui*'  l ; d ; . ) ,  p . ? .
A L L l d . , p.Vd
■^Lwif t  anc P o p e ,  i n  P i s  c e l  1 a n t e s  . 11 ,  dp; s i  feu i ■_
da 1 i b r a n , 1 1 Abb& Jo.yer , u p . l i d ,  I l f .
d ' I
■''Coyer,  "Let t re S. une ;ui;e a n g l u i s e , "  i n  c a p . a t e l  l e s  .
' C h a r i e s - C  ee  u - F r a n y o  i s c e u a u l t ,  1 or  3-1 ? 7 !d  R e c e i v e d  
a t  the  Orta L o i r e ,  t h e n  became ;* n a p i s t r a f e  and t.xsnnhf a 
c h a r g e  o f  p r e s i d e n t ,  it; the  i ar lemer. t .  he Par i  5;. de 1 i v i !  
wi t h  l e  . ;ranu .noride . and teen:  i'*- s u p e r  i ni e nd at . * • • f * s'* an i s
Les
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dr l a  He ine  {17?,(>-17?.H) . H i n a u l t  was a member o f  Lhr AcadSmie  
d e s  I n s c r i p t i o n s  and t h e  Acad^mie F r a n y a i s e .  He was a 
p h l l o s o p h e . bu t  n o t  a  r a d i c a l  o n e . He w r o t e  p o e t r y , d r a m a , 
and e s p e c i a l l y  h i s t o r y .  A n t o i r e  Adam, Le Mouvcment P h i l  o s  o -  
p h l q u e  dans  l a  p r e m i e r e  rnoi t l&  du XVIITE s l f c c l e  ( P a r i s : 
Go c i* t f t  d ' E d i t i o n  d 1 ense ipnerri en t  s u p £ r i  e u r ” 19^ 7)  , -?59.
, ; ' :;er:ri  on ,  Un Ma/.u; t r a t  homme d** 1 f f.r^c au aV 1 1 1  ̂
s i  £ c 1 e . Le Fr£s  i d e n t  U e r a u l t  Otari  s :  I’l u n e  i ! , lpf  ■j") ,
p .  '■■'r t c i t e d  in  Mai i b r a n , 1 1 AVoft C o y e r . pp . 9 - 7 ' .
r :  f .
J HApr£s l e  d e r n i e r  e t  Le troi s i fcrne  r e f  us que j ' a i  
e s s u y #  5 l 'A o a d A m i e  d e s  I n s c r i p t i o n s ,  j e  ne c o m p t a i s  c e r -  
t a i ne rn en t  pas  a n p i r e r  e n c o r e :  main q u e l q u e s - u n s  de r e s
M e s s i e u r s  qui  'ne v e u l e n t  du h i e n ,  / o y a n t  deux p l a c e s  a c f u e l -  
ler:i<“nt  vacant  e n ,  v eu l en t ,  a h r u l  unirc t me r e p o u s s e r  dans  l ' a v e n -  
t u r e .  Je  l e u r  a i  r^pondu que I 'Ac adE mi e  m ' u y a n t  a s s e z  
s i j ^ n i f i S  q u ' e l l e  ne v o u l a i t .  pas  de mol j e  re c r o y a i s  pas  
q u ' i l  tne c o n v i n t  dr demander  e n c o r e ;  e t  ue f a i t  £ t a n t  i c i  
a v e c  M. I ' 1 Luc de r - o u i l l o n  pour* 1  onr; temps e n  c o r e ,  j e  ne  
p o u r r a i s  pas  f a i r e  d e s  v i s i l e s  que j ’ a i  dS jfc t ant  f a i  t en  .
Maic j ' a i  a j o u ‘ £ que s i  l 'Acu dfc mie ,  s a n s  a t t . e n d r e  ut.c nou-  
v e l l e  demande,  m* f a i s a i t  I ' h o n n e u r  de j e t e r  e n f i r i  l e s  
yeux  s u r  mo i ,  j ' e n  s e r a i u  extr^rnement  f l a t t £ .  L, ur: de res; 
M e s s i e u r s ,  e ' e s t  P .  l e  P r e s i d e n t  H i n a u l t .  i e  vo uf  (Sis :;icr, 
s e c r e t  pour  en  f a i r e  t e l  u s a r e  q u ' i l  vous  p l a i r a ;  ^ t  j e  vuur  
l e  u i s  par  l a  c o n f i a n c e  (pie von bontSfi  m'ont  t o n j o u r s  
i n s p i r S e ,  La d o u b l e  S l f t c t i o n  s ' a p p r o c h e  e t  j ' a t t e n d r u i  
 ̂ T a v a r r e  / r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  dul .es  o r b o u i l l o n /  oonne l e  
p a y s a n  du Danube l a  d e c i s i o n  du r , f n a t , H Letter* from Coyer  
t o  M a le s h e r b e n  , 71 o r t o b r e  1 7 3 9  , hi 1 1  i o f h ^ q u e  ivi t i cn .a le  ,
7 . 3 -7 .  A. f r .  3 3 9 7 ,  f o .  1 Al  ; <• i ‘ *»d i r  i .al  i br a n ,  i b i d . , i •. 9 7 7 .
') 7 Voyare  a u t o u r  du rnomle f a i  t  dans  l e s  ann&es 1 7 9 0 ,
/ ,  2 , 3 , u par  3 c o r r e  A n s o n . . . commandant en che  f  u 1 une  
e s c a d r e  e n v o y $ e  par  3a  Ma j e s  tS Hrl  t a n n i o u e  nans  l a  mer du 
bud , t i r e  d e s  j o u r n a u x  e t a u t r e s  pap ier : ;  de ce  s e i g n e u r  
e t  publ  1 ^ par  R i c ha r d  iVal t e r . f ’- a d u i t  de 1 ' a n g l a i s  par  
E l i e  de  J o n c o u r t  ( Ams terdarn u, L e i p z i  : A r k s t ^ e  e t  Perk u s ,
179-9) ,  c i t e d  i n  P a l i  bran ,  i b i d . . pa^e I d 3 , n o t e  3 . Thi s i s  
t h e  same Anson who i s  o t .  F r e u x ' s  t r a v e l  11 np compan ion  in  
La f o u v e l l e  H & l o t s c .
C Q
J  h o r n e t ,  F e n s S e . O'. qb .
^ H f c i o i r e s  de Tr&voux. a v r i l  1 7 5 9 ,  p .  1 7 0 2 ;  c i t e d  i n  
Mall b r a n ,  1 1 Abb6  Coyer . p .  1 1 2 .
^Cey er ,  " DScuu v e i ‘t.-e te I 1 i s l e  f r i v o l e , "  1. r : VI. .at.fi L i e s .
; . 1 ' . I :. : ■ ‘ u : i ‘ ■; p j * h L ■ ;, ;
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"aophas" and "bijoux". He was surely familiar with two 
other contemporary criticisms by Crfibillon fils and Diderot:
Le Sopha (1742) and Les bl.1 oux Indiscrets (1748), respectively.
6 l I b l d . . p .  1 6 9 .
’ Co ye r ,  "Le C i r c l e  p r e s e n t ,  " in  r a g a t e l l e s . pp.  3 5 - 3 6 .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g :  t o  n o t e  the  . s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  
C h i n e s e  p h i l o s o p h e 1s name,  Ko k i ,  and t h e  Ola b n g l i s h  and  
Old High German f o l c . m ea n in g  p e o p l e .  A l t h o u g h  Coyer  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  n o t  g i v e n  t o  o b s c u r e  a l l u s i o n s  and s y m b o l i s m ,  
t . l i is  p i e c e  i s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  e x c e p t i o n .  Coyer knew L n g l i s h ,  
s o  i t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s e e k  a p a r a l l e l  h e r e .
64 *Ko cq ua in ,  1 1K s o r i t  r e v o l u t j o n n a l r e . p.  5 1 1 .
6  3A g a i n  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  K a k i r  t o  b n g l i s h  f a k e r  i s  
t o o  c l o s e  i n  sound and mean ing  t o  be c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
r e g a r d i n g  a  s t a b  a t  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  r e l i g i o u s .
t)(JCo ye r ,  " P l a i s l r  pour  l e  p e u p l e , "  in  o a g a t e l l e s  . 
pp .  1 0 9 - 1 1 0 .  T h i s  e p i s o d e  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  G u l l i v e r ' s  
prob lem o f  how t o  e a t  a  b o i l e d  e g g ,  wh ich  u l t i m a t e l y  s t a r t e d  
a r e l i g i o u s  war .  Mal i  b r a n ,  1 1 Abbe C o y e r . p.  9 3 ,  n o t e  1 .
7 C oy er ,  " P l a i s i r " ,  p .  I I P .
hr dlie .iut.dn.hood o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r’r a n e e  .
69 C oy er ,  " b l a i s i r " ,  p .  1 1 1 .  Hi i s  method o f  l i t e r a r y  
c r e a t i o n  by d r a w i n g  s m a l l  s c r a p s  o f  pap er  a t  random i s  
c o m p a r a b l e  to  t h a t  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  u ad a i sm .
y f)I b i d . .  p .  1 1 3 .  J o y e r  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h i s  own 
work was i n e l u d e d  i n  th i s  l a s  t  p a r o d y .
7 1 1 b i d . . p .  1 1 5 .
7 2 I b l d . . p .  1 1 8 .
7 ^I b l d . . p .  1 2 0 .
74- In  a  l e t t e r  to  M al e s h e r b e n  on 2b J u l y  17 59 Coyer  
shows how he c o m p e n s a t e s  f o r  h i s  d 1 s a p p o i n t m e n t  in  not  U? inr  
a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  AcadSmie  d e s  I n s c r i p t i o n s ,  by t u r n i n g
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to w a r d s  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  "Je f a i s  un g r a n d  c a s  de t o u s  l e s  
moments de  v c u s  f a i r e  ma c o u r ;  e t  Je c r o y a i s  q u e  j ' e n  a u r a l s  
une o c c a s i o n  f r f t q u e n t e  p a r  l e  moyen de  l ' A c a d S m i e .  Mon 
peu de m # r i t e  ne I 1a p as  v o u l u ;  11 f a u t  s ' e n  c o n s o l e r  en  
t r a v a i l l a n t  pour  l e  p u b l i c . " i d b l i o t h & q u e  N a t i o n a l e ,  N .A .  
f r . ,  3 3 4 7 ,  f o .  1 5 3 ;  c i t e d  i n  M ali  b r a n ,  1 1 Abb£ C o y e r . p .  4 3 6 .
7  r) C o y e r ,  " D i s s e r t a t i o n  s u r  l a  c i f f S r e n c n  de  deux a n ­
c i  e mie s  r e l i / : i o n s , 1
pp . 2 8 - 2 9  .
^ I b i d  . . P- 2 9 .
77.riauz i , L' I d§e
7 b..,c o y e r , "d e l i g
I b i d . . P- 4b .
JlJI b i d . , p. o 4 .
' I b i d  .
P2 /’C o ye r , JJi s s e
l e  v i e u x mot ue  .
P e u p l e .  (La Haye : i
>n
I b i d . , P * d  .
dJ+I b i d  . . P • 41 .
° 5 I b i d . . P- 4 9 .
bf)TV , . I b i d . . P. 5 b .
87.,b o y e r , "La No
Sd . (London e t P a r i s
ti
e s s e  cornmeryante", i n  u . C . ,  n o u v e l l e  
i :  O u c h e s n e ,  1 7 5 5 ) ,  I I ,  5.
ii  B F o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
q u a r r e l :  La t t o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . Coyer  ( 1 7 5 6 ) ;  Lg N o b l e s s e
m i l l t a i r e . ou l e  p a t r l o t e  f r a n c a l s . l e  C h e v a l i e r  d ' A r c q ( 1 7 5 6 ) ;  
be C i t o y e n  p h l l o s o p h e  ou exaraen c r i t i q u e  de l a  n o b l e s s e  m i l l -  
t a i r e . a n o n .  ( 1 7 5 6 ) ; Le Commerce e n n o b l l . S S r a s  { 1 7 5 6 J; Le 
Commerce r e m l s  4  a a  p l a c e , rf iponae  d 1un pfidant de  c o l l e g e  aux  
n o v a t e u r s  p o l l t l a u e . . . .  J .  G. G a r n i e r - T l 7 5 6 ) ;  La N o b l e s s e
1 3 6
com m ercante  ou u b l a u l s t e . J .  H. Marchand ( 1 7 5 6 ) ;  Lq . N o b l e s s e  
m l l l t a l r e  e t  c o m m e r c a n t e . . . .  P S z e r o l s  ( 1 7 5 6 );  La N o b l e a s e  
o i s l v e . Rochon d e  Chabannes ( 1 7 5 6 ) ;  L e t t r e  h  1 ' a u t e u r  de  l a  
N o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . 1 1abb£ B e r t h o u l l C l 7 5 o ) ; L e t t r e  & M .  F .
( F r f tro n ) s a  Examen p o l l t l a u e  d e s  p r S t e n d u e  t n c o n y e n l e n t B  
de l a  f a c u l t e d e  com m ercer  e n  g r o s  s a n s  d S r o g e r  & s a  n o b l e s s e , 
F o r b o n n a i s  ( n . d . ) ;  L 1Une e t  1 1 a u t r e  de  2 a  n o b l e s s e  co m m ercante  
m l l l t a l r e . Hi H a r d  on de  S a u v i  gny TT7 5 6 ) ; L e t t r e  de  M. pxxx  
M. bxxx  au  su . ie  t  de l a  n o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . I 1 a b b ?  de l a  
C o s t e  ( 1 7 5 6 7 :  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u r  l a  n o b l e s s e  de l i r e t a g n e .
P i n z o n  du E e l  d e s  Monts f 17*56; ; b ? v e lo p p e m e n t  e t  d e f e n s e  de  
l a  n o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . C oyer  ( 1 7 5 7 ) :  La N o b l e s s e  ramende  
a  s e s  v r a l s  p r l n c l p e s  ou exam en de d S v e l o p p e m e n t  de  l a  n o b l e s s e  
c o m m e r c a n t e . l e  M arquis  de  P e n n e s  ( 1 7 5 8 ) :  N o u v e l l e s  o b s e r v a ­
t i o n s  s u r  l e s  d e u x  s y s t £ m e s  de  l a  n o b l e s s e  com m ercante  e t  
m l l l t a l r e . A l£ s  de  C o r b e t  (1758T T Lfi N o b l e s s e  t e l l e  a u 1e l l e  
d o l t  e t r e . ou tiioyen de 1 1 e m p l o y e r  u t l l e m e n t  pou r  e l l e - meme 
e t  po u r  l a  p a t r l e . de l a  H a u sse  ( 1 7 5 8 ) :  O b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  l a  
n o b l e s s e  e t  l e  t l e r s - f t t a t  p a r  Nadamex x x . B e l o t ( 1 7 5 8 ) ;  d e ­
f l e x i o n s  s u r  l a  n o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . Anon. ( 1 7 5 9 ) ;  H e c u e l l  
f a c t i c e ,  forme p a r  Fontanieu",  de  p i e c e s  s u r  l a  n o b l e s s e  
com m ercante  p u b l l S e s  de 1 7 5 6  & 1 7 5 9 ,  a v e c  d e s  t a b l e s  manu- 
s c r l t e s .  M all  b r a n ,  1 1 Abb? C o y e r . a p p e n d i x .
89 For a s t u d y  o f  th e  n o b i l i t y  o f  uhe e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
and a p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e i r  p r e c a r i o u s  s t a t e  s e e :  H enri  L £v y -
b r u h l ,  HLa N o b l e s s e  de F r a n c e  e t  l a  com m erce ,"  In  Revue  
d 1h l s t o l r e  moderne ( 1 9 1 8 ) ,  pp.  2 1 1 - 2 1 2 .
9 0 C o y e r , N o b l e s s e . p p . 2 1 2 - 2 1 A.
^ C o y e r ,  D S y e lo p p e m e n t  e t  d e f e n s e  de  l a  n o b l e s s e  com­
m e r c a n t e  (Amsterdam it P a r i s :  b u c h e s n e ,  1 7 5 7 ) .  T h is  a d d i ­
t i o n  t o  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s t a n d  a d o s  l i t t l e  new m a t e r i a l ,  and 
i s  q u i t e  r e d u n d a n t  from b o t h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  i d e a s  
and o f  s t y l e .
92'C o y e r ,  L e t t r e au R. P .  oc r t h l e r  s u r  le  m a t e r i a l l s m e  
(oen& ve:  1 7 9 9 ) ,  p . ” 5*-.
91 The t r a n s l a t i o n  and th e  u n d e r l i n i n g  a r e  my own. I b i d .
9 U l b i d . . p .  10
Q 5
7 J \ n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  1 1A p o l o g j s t e . C oyer  r e t u r n s  to  
h i s  u s u a l  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  th e  i l l s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  a s h o r t  
amount o f  s p a c e .  He t r e a t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  th e  
m a rin e  , r e l  i g i  o u s  o r d e r s  , r n a in ta i  n i  ng p e a c e  and j u s  t i c e  , 
t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  l u x e  and t a x e s ,  h e l p i n g  th e  m i s e r a b l e ,  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  c o r v & e s . e t c .
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^ V o l t a i r e 1s  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . e d .  Th eodore  b e s t e r m a n  
(L e s  D S l i c e s , Gerfeve: I n s t l t u t  e t  HusSe V o l t a i r e ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,
XXXV, 7 7 ,  n o t e  4 .
9 7 Two l e t t e r s  from Coyer t o  M a l e s h e r b e s ,  b i b l i o t h e q u e  
N a t i o n a l e ,  K. A. f r .  3 3 4 ? ,  f o .  133 and 1 4 3 ;  M a l i b r a n ,  L'AbbS  
C o y e r . pp .  2 1 - 2 2 .
98
7 T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  V o l t a i r e  n e v e r  sp ok e  a g a i n s t  
P a l i s s o t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  he a imed h i s  pen a t  P a l i s s o t  
j u s t  a s  he d i d  a t  bompi^nan .
99 "Les P h i l o s o p h e s  ne s e  p l a i n a r o n t  p a s : raais 1 1 bo n­
ne t e t 6  p u b l i q u e  Z i  . e . , C o y e r7  &l£ve  l a  v o i x  po ur  e u x ,  p l u s
e n c o r e  pour  t a n t  de  p e r s o n n a g e s  r S e l l e m e n t  v i c i e u x  i  r i d i ­
c u l e s ,  d o n t  l a  l i c e n c e  du Thf iatre  p o u r r o i t  f a i r e  d e s  b o u f f o n s ,  
s i  l ' a u t o r i t f i  ne I ' a r r e t e . "  C oy e r ,  b l s c o u r s  s u r  l a  s a t v r e  
c o n t r e  l e s  p h l l o s o p h e s  {& A t h ^ n es :  c h e z  l e  L i b r a i r e  A n t i -
phi  1 o s o p h e , 1 7 o 0 ) ,  p . 8 5 .
V o l t a i r e  w r o t e  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  C h i e r i o t  on 29 Au gus t
1 7 5 0 .  "Mai s en  ^ 5 n 6 r a l , on a p r i s  P a l i s s o t  t r o p  s S r i e u s e -
ment;  s i  c e s  p a u v r e s  p h i l o s o p h e s  a v a i e n t  6 t 5  p l u s  t r a n q u i l c s ,  
s i  on a v a i t  l a i s s S  j o u e r  l a  p i ^ c e  de P a l i s s o t  s a n s  s e  
p l a i n d r e ,  e l l e  n ' a u r a i t  pas  eu t r o i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . "  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . X V I I I ,  8 4 .
1 0 1  ̂ . ,ooye  r , ^a t . yre  , p . / .
102TV . ,- I b l u . ■ p .  / 3 .
103 P a l i s s o t , Hfimoires pour  s e r v i r  & 1 ' h i s t o l r e  de  
n o t r e  1 1 t t f i r a t u r e . d e p u l s  F r a n c o i s  I e r  j u s g u 11  nos  j o u r s  
TO en ^v e : Montard ,  1775") , P.  8 1 .  P a l i s s o t  s t r i k e s  s e v e r a l
o t h e r  j i b e s  a t  Coyer  in"La d u n e l a d e ", CLuvres (Li&pe:
C l .  P lo m t e u x ,  1 7 7 7 ) ,  I I I ,  8 8 - 8 9 .
1 0 ^ P o t t i n k e r ,  The F ren ch  nook t r a d e . p .  7 9 .
1 0  9 n-Grimm, C p r r e s p o n d a n c e . 15 a v r i l  1 7 6 1 ; c i t e d  in  M a l i -  
br an ,  1 * Abb$ C o y e r , pp .  5 6 - 5 7 .
1 0 ^Coyer ,  O . C . , p .  v i .  The P r i n c e s s  b o b i e s k a  was a  
h a u g h t y ,  j e a l o u s  woman who f e l t  t h a t  s h e  h a :  m a r r i e d  b e ­
n e a t h  h e r  s t a t i o n  when s h e  wed f i r s t  o f  a l l  F r S d f i r i c -  
h a u r i c e  de l a  Tour d ' A u v e r p n e ,  p r i n c e  de ' i 'urenne, b r o t h e r
138
o f  C h a r l e s - G o d e f r o y  ( C o y e r ' s  b e n e f a c t o r ) ,  Che became a  widow  
s i x  d a y s  a f t e r  h e r  w e d d i n g ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  ( 1 7 2 4 )  
m a r r i e d  C h a r l e s - J o d e f r o y , Che a l w a y s  r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r  husband  
and f a t h e r - i n - l a w  a s  "deux b o u r g e o i s  du q u a l  M a l a q u a i s " .
One d a y ,  e v i d e n t l y  f ed  up by what sh e  c o n s i d e r e d  d u p e r y ,  
t h e  d u c h e s s  pa ck ed  h e r  b a g s  and went  t o  C i l e s i a ,  where  sh e  
s t a y e d  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  ( l ? 4 0 ) .  P u b l i c  rumor had i t  t h a t  in  
1 7 3 0 , j e a l o u s  b e c a u s e  h e r  l o v e r  p r e f e r r e d  a n o t h e r ,  sh e  
p o i s o n e d  t h e  famous a c t r e s s  A d r i e n n e  b e c o u v r e u r  to  g e t  r i d  
o f  he r  c o m p e t i  t i o n . ( b a r b i e r , mars 1 7 3 0 ) ,  Mai i  b r a n , 1 1Abbg 
C o v e r . pp .  4 4 2 - 4 4 3 .
107 J e a n  Fabre  , Ct aril  s l a p - A u g u s t e  P o n i a t o w s k l  e t  1 1 Kurope  
d e s  l u m l ^ r c s  ( P a r i s ;  C o l l e c t i o n  h i s t o r i q u e  de  l ' I n s t i t u t  
d ' £ t u d e s  s l a v e s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  XVI,  2 3 .
h i s  D l s s e n t l o n s  d e s  S g l i s c s  en  P o l o g n e . V o l t a i r e  
o i  ted Coyer  and some t h i r t y  o t h e r s  a s  s o u r c e s . I b i d . ,  p . 3 2 1 .
1  OP
Coyer g i v e s  a s  g e n e r a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  f o r  h i s  h e r o  
rnSmoires ,  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s ,  and an e y e - w i t n e s s  r e c o u n t i n g  
o f  war c a m p a i g n s  by a French s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  army.
Co ye r ,  H i s t o l r e  ae  J e a n  S o b i e s k l . r o i  de P o l o g n e  ( Amsterdam: 
aux d&pens de l a  c o m p a g n i e ,  MDCCLXIL /  s i c  7T.~ I . v i i i - x .  
H e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s  Coyer  s a i d ,  "Je n ' a i  t r o u v f i . . .  
n i  b e a u t e ,  n i  s t y l e ,  n i  p r e c i s i o n ;  j e  n ' y  c h e r c h o i s  que  l a  
v 6 r i t § ;  d s i  a v e c  c e t t e  v o l o n t £  f erme d de t e l s  g u i d e s  j e  
me s u i s  f tgarS ,  d S c h i r o n s  l e s  H i s t o i r e s . "  I b i d . .  pp.  i x - x .
1 1 0  4 .  b.  Ctrornberg,  " h i s t o r y  in t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  Cen­
t u r y  , " J our  rial o f  t h e  Hi s  t o r y  o f  I d e a s  ( s . 1 . 1 1 . p . , Id 31 ) ,
Xi i  , 3 0 0 - 3 0 1 .
^ ^ H i s  good humor i s  o b v i o u s  when he mocks p e d a n t s  who 
do u s e l e s s  r e s e a r c h :  " K a ra -M us ta ph a . . . s 1 6 t o i t  r e t i r f i  h  b u d £ ."
i i o t e  9 a : "Capi  t a l e  du Koyaume de H o n g r i e , On d i s p u t e  s i
c 1e s t  1 1a n c i e n n e  Aqulneum on S t o i t  l a  s e c o n d e  L e g i n n  Ho-  
maine  A d i u t r l x . A n t o n i n ,  dans  l ' e x e m p l a i r e  du V a t i c a n ,  a 
S c r i t  Aqu l n e o . C e t t e  A q u l n e o  ou Aou ln eum . n ' e s t - c e  p o i n t  
p l u t o t  C e p o l s u r  l e  Danube? b ' a u t r e s  e n c o r e  p r ^ t e n d e n t  
que ce  n ' e e t  n i  dude ,  n i  C S p o l , mats  D t r l g o n l e . Ample ma-  
t i & r e  po ur  une b e l l e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  q u i  ne p r o u v e r a  r i e n . "  
D o b l e s k i . I I ,  3 4 3 - 3 4 4 .
1 1 2 Lamoignon pftre w r o t e  t o  h i s  s o n  from V e r s a i l l e s ,
27 f & v r i e r  1  7 6 1 ,  "I I  l i e  rojJ  m'a e s t f i  p a r l $  de  l a  v i e  de  
J o b i e s c k y .  I I  f a u t  commencer par  en a r r e s t e r  l a  v e n t e  . . . .
I I  e s t  b i e n  s u r p r e n a n t  q u ' u n  p a r e i l  l i v r e  a y t  paru e t  s a n s
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p e r m i s s i o n .  L ' a p p r o b a t i o n  m&ri t e  p u n i t i o n .  On s e  p l a i n t  
be au co up  de  c e t  o u v r a g e . *  B i b l i o t h f e q u e  R a t i o n a l e ,  N. A.  f r .  
3 3 9 6 ,  f o l . 1 1 0 .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  M a l e s h e r b e s  q u e s t i o n e d  the  
p u b l i s h e r  and C o ye r ,  b o t h  o f  whom wan ted  a c h a n c e  t o  r e f u t e  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  s e c t i o n s .  R e a l i z i n g  t h e  j u s t i c e  i n  s u c h  a  
r e q u e s t ,  M a l e s h e r b e s  w a n t e d  t o  c o m p l y .  He t o l d  t h i s  t o  h i s  
f a t h e r  on 1 March,  and added t h a t  *11 e s t  t o u j o u r s  j u s t e  
de  ne p o i n t  condamner  l e s  g e n s  ca ns  l e s  e n t e n d r e . *  I b i d . . 
f o l s .  1 1 2 - 1 1 3 .  A b r i e f  bu t  c o m p l e t e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  
t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  d o b l e s k l  a p p e a r s  i n  P i e r r e  G r o s c l a u d e ,  
M a l e s h e r b e s . t f imoln e t  l n t e r p r e t e  de  s o n  temps ( P a r i s :
L i b r a i r i e  F i s e h b a c h e r ,  1 9 6 1 ) , l",~ 87u89  .
^I b i d . .  p .  39 ,  n o t e  13 .
1 1  *4V o l t a i r e  t o  A r g e n t a l  on 1 and 3 A p r i l  and t o  ba m i -  
l a v i l l e  on 6  A p r i l  1 7 6 1 ,  C p r r e s o o n d a n c e . XbV, 2 5 2 ,  2 5 6 - 2 5 7 *  2 6 3 .
-JMercure de  F r a n c e . Mars 1 7 6 1 ,  p.  91 ;  F r S r o n ,  Ann6 e 
l l t t S r a l r e . mars l ? 6 l , p p . 2 3 8 - 2 9 0 ;  c i t e d  in  Mal i  br a n ,  1 1 abb 6  
Co.yer. pp .  3 1 0 - 3 1 1 .
^^Grimm C o r r e s p o n d a n c e . IV,  369;  Pa Harpe ,  Co r r e s -  
nondance  l l t t e r a l r e . IV] 97", l e t t r e  1 7 7 ;  c i t e d  i n  i b i d . .  
pp.  3 1 1 ,  3 1 3 .
1 1 7 derrr)an ( 1 7 6 2 ) ,  E n g l i s h  ( 1 7 ^ 2 ) ,  R u s s i a n  ( 1 7 7 0 - 1 7 7 8 ) ,  
and P o l i s h  ( i B t p ) .  C i t e d  in  1 b i d  . r p.  2 u 6 , n o t e  .
1 1 8 ' o e s t e r n i a n , e d . ,  V o l t a i r e 1n Corre s p o n d e n c e . XLVII , 8 .
*La Harpe,  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e  1 1  t t f i r a i r e a d r e s s ?  &
G. A. I .  Mgr, l e  g r a n d  L u c . a u i o u r d ' h u l  e m o e r e u r de H u s s 1 e . 
e t  S  M. l e  Comte Andre G c h o w a l o w . . . d e p u i s  17 79  i u s a u ' l i  1789  
T P a r i s :  M i ] ^ ^ t 7 ^ 1 ^ l 8 0 7 T , ~ V , 997  “
1 2 0 La Harpe,  1  b i d . :  bac haum ont ,  c i t e d  i n  b e s l a n d r e s ,
Hurnorls t e . pp.  2 1 0 - 2 1 1 ;  Moul ton  t o  M e i s t e r ,  r e p o r t e d  in  
V o l t a l r e 1s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . XCVI1,  l e t t .  1 9 5 6 6 .
1 2 1 The a l l u s i o n  t o  C o y e r 1s w r i t i n g  was c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
b i s c o u r s  s u r  l a  s  a t y r e  c o n t r e  l e s  p h i l o s o p h i e s  .
1 2 ?' C o r r e s p o n d a n c e . 1  j a n v i e r  1 7 6 6 ; c i t e d  i n  Mal i  b r a n ,
1 1Abbg C o y e r . p . 9 6 .
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^ - ^ D i d e r o t  t o  S o p h i e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 7 6 ? ,  I n  CBuvres 
c o m p l e t e s  de D i d e r o t  ( P a r i s :  G a m i e r ,  1 8 7 6 ) ;  c i t e d  i n  i b i d . .
p .  w .
1 2 / | I b l d .  . p .  55 .
1  ° C) +‘ ' Voiser.nri ,  P o n t e s  1 er;crs  . s u i v i s  d e s  a n e c d o t e s  l i  t -
t § r a l r e s  ( P a r i s :  I8fi.5 ) , p . ?~?~4 .
125~ D a p e y r e ,  Des  Moours de P a r i s  (Amsterdam:  Im p r i m e r i e
de d . Cas t e l , 1 7 4 7 )  , p . 13.3 •
i p y J ' A r ^ e n s o n ,  7 1 1 1 ,  i x  and p a s s i m : c i t e d  i n  C h a r l e s  
A u b e r t i n ,  D1E s p r i t  u u b l i c  au X V l I I e  s i m p l e  ( P a r i s :  D i d i e r ,
1 8 7 3 ) ,  pp .  2 8 1 - 2 8 2 .
l r >.{
b e e  d 1 A r d e n s ,  PhSr&se p h i l o s o u h e . p a s s i m ; or  P a l i s s o t ,  
D§1 i m : a : i’i p h a i f q i e , 1 1 Empire  d e s  D g z i r i s  ; D u c h e t ,  Da He i ne  de
D e n n i . c i t e a  in h o r n e t ,  Ur i / f i n e s . p.  1 1 9 .
^2 ^ P i e r r e  J l a r a c ,  "L1 En cy c lo p Sd  i e  e t  l e s  pro  b lames  
d 1 E d u c a t i o n ," A n n a l e s  de  1 1 U n i v e r s l t $  de  P a r i s . numSro 
s p e c i a l ,  Do.  I ,  O c t .  1952  ( P a r i s :  D or bon ne ,  19 5 2 ) ,  p.  2 1 7 .
130J A l p h o n s e  D u p r o n t ,  Li  v r e  e t  s o c i S  t $ . p .  189;  anti 
D a n i e l  Hoche ,  " M i l i e u x  ac a d ^ m iq u e s  p r o v i n c i a u x  e t  s o e i S t ?  
d e s  1 urn r e s , "  i n  i b i d  . . p p . 9 0 - 9 0 , 1 9 1 ,  1 0 4 .  Hoche draws  
his.  c o n c l u s i o n s  front d ’ A l e m b e r t ' s  "Li s c o u r s  prSl  i m i n a i r e ," 
t h e  D i c t i o n n a j r e  de P r S v o u x . F u r r t i ^ r e ,  th e  D n c . y c lo p& di e . e t c .
1 1 1 Hoche,  1 b l d . .  p.  1 7 6 .
‘' h o r n e t ,  Or1 n i n e s . pp .  I 4 a - i 4 7 .
118̂ Frorn a b o u t  t w e n t y  i n  17 4 b ,  t o  ar oun d  f o r t y  i n  1 7 7 0 .  
i i o c h e , " M i l i e u x  a c a d S m i q u e s  p r o v i n c i a u x ," p .  9 6 ,  c i t e s  
Mornet ,  i b i d . ,  p .  1 4 5 .
134.  «V o l t a i r e ,  c i t e d  i n  H o c h e , " M i l i e u x  a e a d e m i q u e s
p r o v i n c i a u x , "  p .  1 0 5 .
P r o u s t ,  D i d e r o t  e t  1 1E n c y c l o p S d l e  ( P a r i s :  1 9 5 4 ) ,
p .  521;  c i t e d  i n  Hoche ,  i b i d . . p ~ 1065,
l d l
" D i s c o u r s  p r o n o n c S  d a n s l 'A c a d f t m ie  R o y a l e  d e s  s c i e n c e s  
e t  b e l l e s - l e t t r e s  de  N a n cy ,  p a r  M. 1 ' a b b S  C o y e r ,  A s a  R S cep -  
t i o n ,  l e  Dimanche 8 Mai 1 ? 6 3 , "  i n  B a g a t e l l e s . p .  2 7 .
1 77̂' A s p a s i e ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  a s  a  r e a l - l i f e  
f r i e n d  o f  P e r i c l e s ,  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  a s p a r k l i n g  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  
t>ei ng v i r t u o u s  . D e s l a n d r n s  , Mumori  s t e  . p . 2 1 1 .
i i n
'Mauzi ,  L ' l d S e  du b o n h e u r . p.  2  a .
^-^"Vous  a c c o u r i e z  s a n s  nu l  f a c h e u x  p r 6 s a g e , / D e  v o t r e  
Hein e  S l o q u e n t  d e f e n s e u r , /Charmant  Abb£,  v ou s  q u i  du p e r s i ­
f l a g e / ,  Dans l a  Mora le  a v e z  montrS 1 ' u s a g e  / a l l u s i o n  t o  b a g a ­
t e l l e s / /  Vous q u ' o n  a vu de  Crayons  s i  b a d i n s /  Pe i n u r e  ce  
Hoy faineux par s o n  c o u r a g e , /  nu i  du C r o i s s a n t  a b a t t i t  l e s  
d e s t i n s , /  l i t  d S l i v r a  l e  r em pa r t  d e s  C e r m a i n s . / a l l u s i o n  t o  
b o b i e s k i / / Nul mieux  que v o u s ,  d ' a i m a b l e s  b a g a t e l l e s /  N ' e u t  
l e  t a l e n t  d 1e n c h a n t e r  l e s  r u e l l e s ; /  Nul mieux que v o u s ,  d ' u n  
j o l i  v e r m i l i o n /  b ' e n l u m i n u  l a  s e v e r e  r a i s o n . /  Par l a  u & e s s c  
or n §  du don de p l a i r e /  bans  s e s  S t a t s  c h a c u n  vous  c o n s i d e r s , /  
Chacun vous  ai tne;  a j ' e n t e n d s  c r i e r - /  De t o u t e s  p a r t s :  p l a c e
& 1 'AbbS Coyer 1" P a l i s s o t ,  La D u n c i a d e . pp .  8 8 - 6 9 . he i s  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  "chant"  among t h e  f o o l s  who a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  the  r e a l  l i t e r a r y  m a s t e r p i e c e s  i n  t h e  
e x e c u t i o n e r 1s f i r e  when t h e  f l a m e s  s u d d e n l y  l i c k  up t h e i r  
own works  and:  " l ' a b h S  Coyer  e x p i r e  a n f i a n t i ." A l s o  i n
"Chant X" where  t h e  Army o f  S t u p i d i  t y  launches a f i n a l  a t t a c k :  
"La peu r  s e  met au q u a r t i e r  d e s  f e m e l l e s . /  L 'a bb S  C o y e r ,  l e u r  
d i s a n t  d e s  f a d e u r s , /  Bn c e  moment r e d o u b l a i t  l o u r s  v a p e u r s ; /
Bt  c e p e n d a n t  l ' a p o t r e  d e s  r u e l l e s /  Meme en f u y a n t  s ' f t g a y a i t  
s u r  l e s  m o e u r s ." I b i d . ,  c i t e d  i n  Mal i  b r a n ,  1 'AbbS C o y e r . 
pp .  1 9 2 - 1 9 3 .
IdO C o y e r ,  d o u v e l l e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  A n g l e t e r r e  o a r  un 
Vo ya ge ur  ( P a r i s :  v e u ve  Duchesne"] 1 7 7 9 )  , p3
1 Al V o l t a i r e ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  C o y e r 1s r e q u e s t  i s  l o s t .  Vhe 
f r a g m e n t  o f  C o y e r ' s  l e t t e r  i s  t p y i c a l l y  f l o w e r y  i n  p r a i s e  
o f  t h e  man he a l w a y s  a d m i r e d .  " J ' a i  vu v o t r e  p o r t r a i t  dans  
ce  museum 5. cot& de  b h a k e s p e a r e ,  de  Pope e t  de  b a i n t - B v r e -  
mo nd. . . " ,  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e . L V I I I ,  l e t t e r  1 1 7 9 6 , p .  1 9 2 .
H i d .  >
1 6 - 8 . B. L e b l a n c ,  L e t t r e s  d ' u n  f r a n c a l s  (La H a y e : 
c h e z  J e a n  Lea u lm e ,  1 7 d fiT] I ,  2 1 ° .
1 ^ P i e r r e - J e a n  G r o s l e y ,  Lo n dr es  ( L a u s a n n e :  1 7 7 0 ) ,
I I ,  2 3 9 - 2 4 3 ;  C o y e r ,  N o u v e l l e g  e n e r v a t i o n s . p .  2 5 0 .  A f t e r  
p o s t i n g  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  main h a l l ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  
member had t o  be a p p f o * « d  a t  t e n  m e e t i n g s ,  and he  had  t© be  
a c c e p t e d  by t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  v o t e r s .  Only two new members  
were  r e c e i v e d  p e r  y e a r .
1 ^ s V o l t a i r e 1s C o r r e s p o n d a n c e . 21 novembre  L X 1 I I ,  1 1 9 . 
O t h e r  l e t t e r s  s a y  the  same t h i n g . ^ee  t h e  f o l l o w i n g : t o
J a c q u e s  Lacombe,  i b i d . .  p .  113» 131;  t o  t h e  c o u n t  and c o u n t e s  
d ' A r g e n t a l ,  pp.  1 1 1 - 1 1 2 ;  t o  D a m i l a v i 1 ] e , pp .  1 1 4 ,  1 1 9 ,  1 3 3 ,  
1 9 2 ,  238;  t o  M o r e l l e t ,  p .  1 27 ;  t o  d ' A l e m b e r t ,  p .  1 1 3 .  8 i n a i l
Vie f r e e s  Coyer  and s a y s  t h a t  i t  must  h av e  been  C h a r l e s  
n o r d e s  who w r o t e  i t .  b e e  l e t t e r s  t o :  h o r d e s ,  pp .  1 3 4 ,  179;
MarmOii tel , p.  20 2 .
^ ° C u r r e s u o n d a n c e . -ovcrrd>er, 1 7 8 6 ; c i t e d  in C a l i  br an ,
1 1 AbbS C o y e r . p . 3 8  .
I d 7' ^k v r . e s  d i v c r s e s  do J . J . . ioMgjieau, c j ; o y o j, ue  
Geneve ( X e u f c h n t e l :  1 7 0 6 ) ,  j I 1 ; f t t ed  i n  i b i d . . ,  p.  34 and 
n o t e  7 , a p p e n d i x .
] dp -V o ] t a i r e  t o  t h e  m ar q u i s  I’] < r i a . ' ., O'1 / 'arch l ? 6 n,
C o r r e s p o n d a n c e , LX, 1 9 9 .
^ ^ ^ V o l t a i r e  t o  d t i o n n e  2 oM L a m i l a v i l i e , 2 Parch  1 7 6 6 ,
i  bid . , n . 1 V ; ,
1  l a  u r S d l c a t i  o n . pp.
1  SI J o l y , H i s  t o l r e  de l a  prSd i c a t i  o n . p.  x x i .
192Ujcc n o t e  2 9? f o r  V o l t a i r e ' s  p r e d i c t i o n ,  and L o u i s  
P e t i t  de t a c h a u m o n t ,  b § m o l r e s  s e c r e t s . I I ,  330 .
1 r)~*b e  l a  p r e d i c a t i o n . p.  v u .
1 99L a i i b r a n ,  1 ' Abbe C o v e r . p.  P>9.
1 On t r a n s l a t i n g  some L a t i n  v e r s e  i n t o  i ' r ench p r o s e ,  
Coyer  a d m i t t e d ,  "Pour l e  r e n d r e  £ n e r g i q u e m e n t  en  K r a n ^ a i s  
i l  f a u d r a i t  l e  t r a d u i r e  en  v e r s ;  j e  n ' e n  a i  n i  l e  terns,  n i  
l e  t a l e n t . "  Voyages  d 1 1 t a l l e  ( P a r i s :  v e u ve  U u c h e s n e ,  1 7 7 9 ) ,
p.  92.
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^  J S e e  n o t e s  1 2 3 ,  1 2 4  a b o v e .
1 j 6 H j s t o l r e  de  France. v i i , 3 6 6 .
1  i"7
C oy er ,  E t r e n n e s  aux  m o r t s  e t  aux v I v a n s  ou  p r o . i e t  
u t i l e  p a r t o u t  I ' o n  e s t  m o r t e l  ( a  l a  va l  l £ o  de J o s a p h a t :
V f m j .  Mov i n g  c e m e t e r i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  I s  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  I-i&ty. PP. 9 6 - 9 7 ;  Voyage  d 1 I t a l i c , I ,  6 3 , 3 0 1 .  In M o y v e l l e s  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  A n r r l e t e r r e . he  found i t  more h e a l t h f u l  t o  
have  h o s p i t a l s  and t h e i r  germs removed t o  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  and 
i n  h i s  P l a n  a 1 E d u c a t i o n  he  found  i t  more h e a l t h f u l  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  t o  be i n  t h e  f r e s h  a i r ,  u n c o r r u p t e d  by c i t y  i n f l u e n c e s .  
These  c i t y - v e r s u s - c o u n t r y  i d e a s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  more  
d e t a i l  l a t e r .  I t  i s  u n u s u a l  t h a t  K a l i  b r a n ' s  s t u d y  o f  Coyer  
n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  E t r e n n e s .
^London: 1 7 6 8 .
1 to"Ment ioned  in  t h e  i n v e n t a i r e . c i t e d  i n  K a l i  bran ,
1 1Abb$ C o v e r . p .  3 2 .
I b i d . . pp .  2 0 8 ,  n o t e  2 , pp .  2 7 9 - 8 0 ,  and W e i s s ,
"Coy er , "  D l c t i o n n a l r e  u n l v e r s e l l e  ( P a r i s :  Michaud ,  1 8 1 1 -
1 8 2 8 ,  p .  4 1 9 .
1 H o r n e t ,  O r l g l n e s . p.  279;  Mali b r a n ,  I * Abb$ C o v e r . p.  1 3 8 ,
n o t e  l .
 ̂h^Mal i bran , 1 1 Abb& C o y e r . [>p. 2  7 8 - 2 7 4 .
l 6 3'■ H o r n e t ,  O r i g i n e s . p .  3 3 0 .
1 ^ ^ P o n s - A u g u s t i n  A l l e t z ,  d i c t i o n n a l r e  d e s  r l c h e s s e s  de  
l a  lai i irue f r a n y o l s e  Slu n 6 o l o g l s m e  a u l  s ' y  e s t  I n t r o d u i t . . . 
( P a r i s :  C a u g r a i n ,  1770  L, P a s s i m .
1  b 5 ,.d o y e r
^ ^ ’C oy er ,  O . C . ,  p .  v l i i .
167 V o l t a i r e ' s  C p r r e s p o n d a n c e . XCV, l u .
1 6 8 Fhere a r e  t h r e e  p l a c e s  wh ich  have  c o p i e s  o f  C o y e r 1,;: 
w i l l  t o d a y :  t h e  A r c h i v e s  D c p a r t e m o n t a l e s  de l a  C-'d i'-1, i/C' -  7 ” 
f o l . 3 v e r s o ;  i n  t h e  W ei s s  p a p e r s  a t  t h e  : d h i i o t h ^ q u e  he  
■esan^ori ( c i t e d  in bes  1 and r e s ,  l i u m o r i s t e . n .  2 1 . 8 ) ,  and a t
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t h e  A r c h i v e s  N a t i o n a l e s ,  c o t e  L X I I I ,  6 0 0 .  l f / 8 / 1 7 8 2 ,  m i n u t i e r ,  
( c i t e d  i n  H a l l b r a n ,  1 1AbbS C o y e r . p .  5 0 . )
i 6 9 C oy er ,  E g s a l  l f l  p r g d l c a t l o n . carem e e n t i e r . e n  
un s e u l  d i s c o u r s  (am Mont S i n a i  e t  s c  t r o u v e  a  P a r i s :  
v e u v e  D u c h e s n e ,  1 7 8 1 ) .
1 7 ° I b i d , , p . 3 .
1 7 1 I « l d . , f>. 4 .
1 7 2 I b i d . , p . 1 3 .
1 7 'i I b i d . > p . 1 6 .
L o t  t e r  f rom j
MVo t r e  M a j e s t g
r;ie p a r l a r i t  d e  l a  p e r t e  de 1 1 abl>g Coyer ,  que j ' i ^ n o r a i s ;  j c  
n ' a i  pu  S c l a i r c i r  u o p u i s  mon r e  t o u r  s i  c e  m al he ur  e s t  a v e r g ;  
j ' a l m e  A me f l a t t e r ,  e t  & d o u t e r  e n c o r e . . . " ;  c i t e d  i n  Mal i  br an ,  
1 ' Abbg C o v e r . p.  4 4 .
17 '’C o y e r , 0 . C . ,  p . i  v .
\ n (
C J e s l a n d r e s ,  H a m o r i s t c . p .  2 0 1 .
] n  n
( ‘ dac h nan o n t , Mgrnojres  s o e r e Is  , Cl C u 1 y  1 7 '■ ■ 2  , c i t e d  i n 
i b i d . .  pp .  2 1 1 - 2 1 ?.
] I V La narpe  t o  t h e  rTarn.i cuke  P e t r o v i c h ,  c i t e d  in  M a l i -  
nran,  1 'Abbg C o y e r . p.  4 6 .
] y<i
' C i t e d  in  Mai i bran , 1 1 Abbg Cover’ . p .  4 r>.
'*''i(,ia ' ) t i ce  n S c r o l o p i q u e , j a n .  1 7 4 3 ,  c i t e d  i n  ■ibid. .  
p p . 4 4 - 4 6 .
i ' ' 1 Des l and  r e s  , f -ujt ioriste  . p . 2 2 0  .
18 2 l b l d .
C H A P  T E H  H I
J O V H d ' b  L I  i 'EuA. i  i r e  I LCoCTH Y
The man o f  l e t t e r ' s ,  sa.vr. Coyer ,  i s  a w i s e  man who 
e m p lo y s  the  t o o l s  a t  h i  s command to  per  fee: t  h i s  lie I ok 
("arne") .  i i i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  k n o w i m n v  i n  i t s  oure  s t a t e ,  
which  he r e f e r s  t o  a s  " the  t ru e  arm t h e  t x r a n t i f u l " ,  p l a c e s  
him beyond the  mundane i l l u s i o n s  o f  the  o r d i n a r y  man. l r -  
norinp.  s o c i a l  s t a n d i  nr and f ; tml lv  f o r t u n e ,  he owes a l l  t o  
h i s  own c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a newer wh i c h  p e r m i t s  h i 1;’ t o  "deminer  
sun l e s  e s p r i t s . "  th o se  who f u l f i l l  t h e s e  s t r i c t  and i d e a l i s ­
t i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  become more wor thy  o f  e s t e e m  when t h e i r  
t a l e n t s ,  l i k e  b e a u t y ,  a r e  tempered by m o d e s t y . ’*'
Ho d t - s  l y  i s  a n  *' SSr-nt .  \ a  1 e ] t -M!t. r i f i >. < ■:. • i r  n ■ ■ t.e r  <b'
t v *  a u t h o r ,  b e c a u s e  i t .  .............  l u l r ;  b i s  w i s d o s :  a n d  h i s  a b i l i ­
t y  t o  v i e w  a l l ,  i n c l u d l n s  h i m s e l f ,  f r o m  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w .  J o . y e r  c a l l s  o n  L o c r a t e s  a s  a  m o d e ]  o f  w i s d o m  a n d  
m o d e s f y .
" 1 1  j c  s u i s  p l u s  sap.e one  v o u s ,  l e u r  d l t - 1 1  
/ L o c r a t e  aux A t h C n i e n s / ,  e ' e s t  en ce  c u e  j e  no 
s a i s  r i e n ,  .. c r o i s  ne rie^i  s a v o i r ;  au l i e u  
j u e  v o u s .  .Mi tic s a c n a n t  r i e n ,  vour croy e / .  t o u t  
s a v o i r . H e
He can be c o n v i n c i r r T y  modes t  b e c a u s e  a l l  w r i t e r s  f l a t t e r  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  I x t l i e v i n p  that,  t h e i r s  w i l l  U- the  prr-M 
■‘ ’o ’ , ‘ 1 e  u - ' v ■ i r . t r u t h ,  or1 t h e  rov e  rumen t rha k in p
1 h f
t r e a t i s e .  At t i m e s  I t  I s  t r u e  t h a t  an a u t h o r ' s  work i s  
s i n g u l a r  i n  i t s  k i n d ,  and a t  s u c h  a  t i m e  he r e c e i v e s  h i s  
r e w a r d ,  h i s  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  and h i s  p a s s i o n :  fame ( " p - l o i r e " ) .
Coyer c o n s i d e r s  i t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  man o f  l e t t e r s ,  Ivefore a l l  
o t h e r s ,  t o  s t a n d  f i r s t  In j . l o r y ,  Penance  It, was. tie who drew 
man o u t  o f  h i s  b a r i v i r i c  s t a t e  and i n t o  a t h i n k i n g  c i v i l i ­
z a t i o n ,  He manari-d to  c u l t i v a t e  man. uy e n l  i p;hteni  np; h im,  
d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  r e a s o n ,  amur, i n ,r and c o r r e c t i n g  h im,  t h e  man 
o f  1 f i t t e r s  r e n d e r e d  h i m  more s o c i a b l e  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  
h a p p i e r . ^
111 i s  same e n l i g h t e n e d  p u b l i c  wh ich  :m has  formed d e t e r ­
mines  h i s  own f a;no- - 11 HI us sec ,  td ; u i . u t i l i p /  1 e m i g r e s  sori t
C
c u r e s ,  . c u n  r o u t .  >1 ^ 1  i e a t . ,  p l u s  5 1 est .  s^v^r f ' ."  > d h i l e  the1 
pu’n l i c  may c o v e r  the  w r i t e r  w i t h  l a u r e l s  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  works  
i t  may a l s o  c o v e r  the  l a u r e l s  w i t h  d u s t  i f  s u c c e e d i r u r works  
a r e  n o t  o f  t h “ same q u a l i t y / ’ tut  i f  the  works come from
t h ' 1 h a n d  o f  a  m a s t e r ,  t h e n  t h e  d o o r s  t o  l o r y  a r e  o p e n  f ' o r -
?e v e r .  Pven , l o r y  i s  o f  unequal  q u a l i t y ,  f o r  t h e  f i c k l e ;  
p u b l i c  i s  h e s i t a n t  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  i t s  p r a i s e ' ;  o v e r  a Ion, '  
t i m e .  P r a i s e  can become p i t y  i f  i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n s t a n t
t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p l o r y .  Coyer  c o n s i d e r s  
moral  y l o r y  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a l l  o t h e r s . ' *  de i n c l u d e s  h e r e  
t h e  pen wh ich  must  be s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h o s e  a g a i n s t  whom i t  
may w r i t e .  A sag;e pen a s s u r e s  K lo r y  and i s  more d e s e r v i n g  
o f  i t  t h a n  “t h e  t o o t h  o f  s a t i r e ” wh ich  i s  e p h e m e r a l  iri i t s  
malirqi  p l e a s u r e . ^ 0  d o y e r ,  l i k e  M o n t a i g n e ,  found wisdom i n
w
m o d e r a t i o n .  bo t h  M o l i S r e  and A r i s t o p h a n e s ,  two o f  C o y e r 1s  
p r e f e r r e d  a u t h o r s ,  w r o t e  w i t h o u t  o f f e n d i n g ,  or  c o r r e c t e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  when t h e y  became aware  o f  what  harm t h e y  c o u l d  
d o . ^  but  e v e n  mesur e  and m o d e s t y  do n o t  a l w a y s  a s s u r e  
g l o r y .  how can t h e  a u t h o r  d e s i g n  h i s  own e n t r y  i n t o  fame?
W i l l  he e v e r  t>r a b l e  t o  draw h i m s e l f  o u t  o f  the  crowd o f
1 ? .m e d i o c r i t y  which t h e  p u b l i c  d o e s  riot t o l e r a t e ?  Th i s  f a t i ­
g u i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y ^  p l a g u e s  h im,  and c r e a t e s  a l i t e r a r y  
c o u r a g e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e n d u r a n c e , or  e l s e  b e a t s  him i n t o  the  
f e a r f u l  ranks  o f  t h e  f o r g o t t e n .
C o ye r ,  d o u b t l e s s l y  o b s e r v i n g  h i s  own p l i g h t  and d e p i c t i n g  
h i s  own f e a r s  and a n x i e t i e s  , s o u g h t  c o n s o l a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y  
and r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s .  Why, Coyer  r e a s s u r e d  h i m s e l f  r h e t o r i ­
c a l l y ,  e v e n  M i l t o n  d i e d  unknown and u n a p p r e c i a t e d T h i s  
l a c k  o f  r e c o g n i  t i o n  a t t e n  t ed  to  th e  puhl  i  c ' s poor  judgment  
more; tha n  t o  th e  i n d o l e n c e  o f  K i l t o n ' s  m u s e s .  Cfripoa,  he  
r e c a l l s ,  was formed "dans l ' e o r r ’e t e  m£d i o c r i  t £ , "  ̂ ’ a n d  y e t .  
became one  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a u t h o r s  o f  a l l  t i m e .  :ie c o n t i n u e s  
t o  s o o t h e  h i s  own wounds .  " d ' e s t  c e p e n d a n t  l a  ; n ? d i o c r i t £  
p u i  est ,  l e  p a r t a p e  l e  p l u s  o r d i n a i r e  a e s  e s p r i t s . "  One 
has  o n l y  t o  w i t n e s s  how many p l a y s  succeed ,  and t h e n  f a i l  i n  
a few d a y s , t o  v i e w  t h i s  w i d e s p r e a d  c h a r a c t e r i s  t i c , and to  
u n d e r s t a n d  the  b i t t e r n e s s  on t h r art.  o f  the  a u t h o r  f o r  
h a v i n g  t r i e d  a t  a l l . ^  Heal  i  z i n g  h i s  s t r u g g l e s  and h a r d ­
s h i p s ,  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  f o r m a t i o n  and t o  f e e l  
t h a t  e v e n  m e d i o c r i t y  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  mcri  t .
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H is  m e d i o c r i t y  e x p l a i n s  i n  p a r t  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  and
t h e  n e e d  f o r  l i t e r a r y  c o u r a g e .  He m ust  h a v e  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o
l a u g h  a t  h i m s e l f  when o t h e r s  l a u g h  a t  h im ,  and l i k e w i s e
when he i n t e n d s  t o  p l a c e  t h o s e  a b o u t  whom he w r i t e s  i n  a
1 kl a u g h a b l e  o r  r i d i c u l o u s  s i t u a t i o n .  ~ > t i l l  more c o u r a g e ,  
mixed w i t h  s a c r i f i c e ,  i s  n e c e s s a r y  when t h e  author'  c o n t e m ­
p l a t e s  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  Coyer  c o n s i d e r s  i t  much 
e a s i e r  t o  co mpete  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  s e e k i n g  c h a r g e s ,  r i c h e s ,
and h o n o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n s ,  th an  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  v u l g a r  d e s i r e s
19and d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  t o  p r o d u c i n g  a good book .  H i s  h e a r t
must  r e m a i n  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  s e d u c t i o n s  o f  f o r t u n e .
" . . , s 1 . . . e x c l u r e  / d e  l a  f o r t u n e /  par  c h o i x ,  par  
l ' e n v i .  e u n i q u e  de p e r f e c t  i o nn er  s a  r a i s o n  & 
c e l l e  d e s  a u t r e s ,  c ! e s t  1 ' e f f o r t  d ' une ame 
£ l e v £ e . H 2 0
■ 'e i t he r  f o r t u n e  nor  i n d i g e n c e  a i d s  t h e  w r i t e r .  f u m i n g
o n l y  t o w a r d s  w e a l t h  and p o s i t i o n  war [is t h e  pen,  w h i l e
i n d i g e n c e  w r e n c h e s  i t  from h i s  hand and e x t i n g u i s h e s  the
f i  re  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  when he s e a r c h e s  t o r  the  n e c e s s i t i e s  f
21i l l s  s i m p l e  e x i s t e n c e .
s i m p l i c i t y  s h o u l d  be a k e y n o d e  r e g a r d i n g  bo th  h i s  
d e s i r e s  and h i s  s t y l e .  0 1  ng l err t indednes s  o f  aim i n  l i f e ;  
w i l l  a l l o w  him t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s o l i t u d e  o f  h i s  s t u d y  and 
u n w a v e r i n g  d e v o t i o n  to  h i s  work .  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  w r i t i n g  
becomes  a  d u t y  to  h i s  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c ,  who must  u n d e r s t a n d
i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a r n .  f o r  t h e  t r u e  aim o f  a l l  a u t h o r s  i s  t o
2 ?i n s t r u c t  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n s i s t s  Coy er . ' '
The abt>£ , )o ins  many o t h e r  d u t i e s  t o  t h i s  o n e ,  and he  
p e r s o n a l l y  a c c e n t s  the  r e s  pom; i h i  1 i t i e s  which f a l l  upon
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e v e r y  man o f  l e t t e r s .  He r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s a v a n t  b u r i e d  i n  h i s
21w o r k s ,  a s  a  d iamond i n  t h e  r o u g h . T h i s  man i s  c h a r g e d
w i t h  d e v o t i n g  h i s  t a l e n t s  t o  b e i n r  a good c i t i z e n .  A s i d e
from t h e  g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  such  a s  e n l i g h t e n i n g ,
p e r f e c t i n g - ,  and a m u s in g  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s p e c i f i c
d u t i e s  wh ich t h e  a u t h o r  must  a s s u m e .  It; i s  up t o  him t o
?4c o r r e c t  v i c e s  and d e m o n s t r a t e  good m o r a l i t y .  ' He must  
a c c e p t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c l a r i t y ,  and f o r  a l l u s i o n s  he  
makes t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  That  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  l i g h t  i n
whic h  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  a c c e p t  t h e s e  a l l u s i o n s  and i t s  u l t i -
2 r)mate  r e a c t i o n  t o  them,"' T a l i s s o t ' s  i-.es Hhl 1 o s o p h c  s ) .
d oy e r  f r e q u e n t l y  found h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  so  r e c o n d i t e  i n
t h e i r  a l l u s i o n s  t h a t  e v e n  t h e y  were  n o t  s u r e  what  t h e y  wanLeu
2 ( .t o  s a y .  '■ Hie homme de  1 e 1 1 r e s  must  l e a r n  t o  be a good
c r i t i c  o f  h i s  t i m e s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  o t h e r  w r i t e r s .
Whil* some a u t h o r s  heau  c r u i s e r  upon (die b e au s  e f  a l l
t h e i r  f e l l o w  w r i t e r s ,  > n o t  or  h a s ,  e t h e r s  f i n e  s a d i s t i c
p l e a s u r e  i n  t o s s i n g  a n o t h e r  a u t h o r  i n t o  U r  a r e n a  f o r  p u b l i c
am usement .  h a v i n g  f e l t  t h e  s h a r p  t e e t h  o f  the  c r i t i c s  in
h i s  own f l e s h ,  J o y e r  a s k s ,
"A q u o i  s e r t . . . d e  r u l t i v e r  son  ajne, de l a  rem-  
p l  i r de l u m i ^ ’e s  .s de s e n t i m e r s ,  s i  1 * on n ' e n  
d e v i e n t  pas  m e i l l e u r ,  s i  ce  n ' s s t  quo pour  se  
j o t t e r  a v e c  p l u s  de rn5chancetS s u r  s e s  p r o p r e s  
f  r ^ r e s  ?"27
H ence ,  c r i t i c i s m  t em p er ed  by j u s t i c e  and human u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  he n e e d s .
A k nowled ge o f  n a t u r e , 1 o  fh p h y s i c a l  and hurnan, i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l . Wi thout  t h i s ,  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  h i s t o r y ,  " l a  moral""
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w i l l  a l l  r l n ^  f a l s e l y ,  and h i s  r e a d e r s  w i l l  s c o f f  a t  h im.
With t h i s  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be o r d e r  and m e r i t ,  and he
? 8w i l l  be u s e f u l  t o  m a n k i n d . ' '
I f  t h e  man o f  l e t t e r s  i s  a l i l e  t o  f u l f i l l  a l l  h i s  d u t i e s ,  
he w i l l  a c h i e v e  e l o q u e n c e ,  d i v e r s i f y  and u t i l i t y  o f  s u b ­
j e c t  m a t t e r ,  and w i l l  r e c e i v e  h i s  r e w a r d s .  J o y e r  c h a r m s  
a l l  homines de l e t  t r e s  ;
" D S t a c h e z - v o u s  de l a  f o r t u n e ;  a imez  l a  g l o i r e ,  
a r m e z - v o u s  de  c o u r a g e ; c o m i o i s s e z  l a  n a t u r e , 
l e s  terns .< l e  monde . Aveo ce  c o e u r  e t  c e t  
e s p r i t ,  vou s  a u r e z  de e  s u c c o r  f i c l a t a n s  dan s  
l e  g e n r e  de  L i t t S r a t u r e  quo vous  a u r e z  
c h o i s i ;  p e u t - e t r e  dans  p l u s i c u r s ,  p e u t - e t r e  
dans  t o n s  . "29
i;ut t h i s  pr o m i se  o f  s u c c e s s  d e l  i vert,  u i n  a t l ^ y  f o r m u l a  
i s  l e s s ,  c o n v i n c i n g  when t h e  abbS p l a c e s  t h e  w r i t e r  i n  h i s  
n l y s i e a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and r e c o u n t s  the  t r i b u l a t i o n s  which  
h a b i t u a l l y  p l a g u e  him,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he i s  anionr the  m e d i o c r e  
m a j o r i t y .  I t  would hr n a t u r a l  t o  su sp ec t ,  id at the  l a t e s t  
h i k e  in t h e  p r i c e  u f p a p er  m ig ht  f end t,o s l o w  mown ;}.<■ o u t ­
put  o f  "ce;; miserable; - ;  a u t e u r s  qu i  ont. l a  rape d 1 f o r  i r e  
u ar o e  q u ' i l s  o n t  c e l l o  de  l a  f a i m . " ^  f h i s  i s  no t  t h e  c a s e  
at. a l l ,  f o r  the  p u b l i c  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  inn rid a t ed  by poor  
q u a l i t y  works  wh ich s a y  l e s s  a trout t h e i r 1 good q u a l i t y  than  
a b o u t  good b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  c o l  p a r t e u r u . ^  c o y e r  has  no 
sympathy  f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  whose  s tomach c o n t r o l s  h i s  pen w h i l e  
h i s  h e a r t  and h i s  e s p r i  t s t a n d  i d l y  a s i d e .  He h a r s h l y  c h a s t i s e s  
them f o r  t h r o w i n g  away t h e i r  t i m e  and t h e i r  s l e e p  on u s e l e s s  
d i t t i e s  t o  bring; i d  a few coi  ns , when t h e y  might  spend t h e s e
1 C>1
same e f f o r t s  on some r r o l p n t  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  and w e l l b e l n y
O O
o f  m a n .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  C o y e r  n a n  e a s i l y  s y m p a t h i s e  
w i t h  t h e  p h 1 1 q s q p h e  who wa s  s c o r n e d  by t h e  r i c h  a n d  famous  
heraii .se o f  t h e  c r u e l  s e p a r a t i o n  w h i c h  r o l d  m a d e  b e t w e e n  
t h e m .  ; n w s a d  t n f h 1 p. k t o u t  1 v I n  ' i e a t r  w i l l  t h e s e  1 n d 1 -
u p n  t c r e a t o r s  s t a n d  or; u a 1 1 V i d  t  ̂ * r  rv'  e w h o r e  f a t  pu ps  e r  w i l l
rm I o n  p e p  be  n f  a n  v u s e ,  a n d  w i t h  1 w h o s e  w o r l d l y  I n ­
f l u e n c e  h a s  S 11 d ■* op  1 v h r  r  nm e o ■ ■ e 1 r  1 r  / i b y  t h a 1 y 1 p 1 n r' pe  a r  -  
a n  n e , 1 1 "i . p i ' p  1 r  n o c o o n  f'n r  ,■ n i d , d i s p l a y ,  t ' * } e s  rip p o s i ­
t i o n s  I n t h e  l i f e  n r  t ' m  d e d ' n a t e u  n a n  o f  l e t t e r s ,  I f  h e  
t a k e s  r. 1 ■ ■ w e  i ■ y r ■ e p 1 n i ; 1 v , t h e r r ■ w 1 1 1 v >*"’ n o  r 1 mop  f o p  h i m  1 r i
1 1  t  * p  1" 1 n  it p e r - '  S' * V , C o  «• h  e  w  1 I 1 a  [ J e « »  p  t i ’ l l ' 1 1 f t  t ] t ■ ■ k j O h  e « '  t  y
he  Co p e  a r  i ' oh p t h a t  p e r  f ty n  1 •’■es o p  1 y f a s  -v-1 e i" a n  d t -pe * e n  r  e s ,
d i r  I m a y e  ma y  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  c h a u i ' e d  py t h e  m i d d l e  o f  h i s
r  a r e  e p h e n  a u s  e 1 t  t. a k e b n  t h t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t  t o  n r o d  u c e a
f  1 yu r  e w h 1f' h n a u s e '■ i e a d .' t o  t ' i ta i a n *  vo  ■ r  e '' f o ' ’a y ,  " i1 h e pe
h r  \ f  y  Id
i t  i i j p  o  t h e  w r i t e r  h, 1 m s  e  1 *'  t o  m a y e  ' ■ 1 r  n  a m e  k n o w n
a n  1 *■ O  o p  r i q  p a  * e  n  1 m  ■ ’ e  i f  e  p o m  t h e  f a  p o n  r  s  o f 1 u n k n o w n . ' ,  : i e
m IJ S  t p  O  t  l o o k  1 ■ e  i 1 1 n  a  i i i p ' . ' ' < ’ l  t  t I : y c t t  t i ; e  t );  \ p  V, a  d  t o
s t e p  on t o  qi’id ” f' a t  h i s  ’l i t  I m a 1 >' u o n  1 , " ' hepe  a d n rw 1 ri _
Ian r’ * I’mi tdp a mono w r i t e r s  n r  t h"re I ' - am ont- men i n  bus 1 -
*f
n e p . a  o p  y o a e  p n  m f ' n  t  ,
A n o m b l n a t  I o n  o f  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t  p r o d u c e  a  wo r t .  tt.V 1 1 -  
t e p a p y  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  'r o b e c o m e  r e a l l y  w e l l  k n o w n ,  a  w r i t ,  l n r  
f i r s t  n u r s e s  arr-onic t h e  '-'a l op, ' '  a n d  In s o c i a l  c i r c l e s .  I f  
o n l y  ' Se w h i v e  p e a ' 1 I t  a n  ’ c a n d i s c u s s  I t s  m e  >■' t ■ ■ t t p e
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o t h e r s  s o o n  b l u s h  a t  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e  and has  t e n  t o  f  i  nd a  
c o p y .  The p r e s s  t u r n s  o u t  more e d i t i o n s .  I t  a p p e a r s  
abroad  and i s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  f o r e i g n  t o n g u e s . '  ’ Here  Coyer  
has  t r a c e d  the  s t e p s  o f  a c c u m u l a t i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  which l e a d  
t o w a r d s  h i s  much d e s i r e d  g l o i r e . Once l a u n c h e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  
s t i l l  p i t f a l l s  t o  t>e aware  o f .  by t h i s  he means the  e n l i g h t e n e d  
p u b l i c  and t h e  g e n s  de  l e t t r o s  who w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c i d e  
t h e  f a t e  o f  h i s  w o r k . Meanwhi l e  t h e  a u t h o r  a w a i t s  t h e  o u t ­
come i n  h i s  c a b i n e t . i s o l a t e d  as  much as  p o s s i b l e  from a l l  
s a v e  h i s  i a s p i r a t i o n s . ne must  ke ep  h i m s e l f  a p a r t  from 
the  p u b l i c ,  a c c e p t  i t s  d e c i s i o n ,  and p r o f i t  from the  c r i t i ­
c i s m he r e c e i v e s .  i f 1 f i l s  work has  p a s s e d  t h e s e  t e s t s ,  the  
man o f  l e t t e r s  i s  w e l l  on h i s  way towards  e a r n i n g  t h e  reward  
o f  fame which  w i l l  be t h e  a l i m e n t  to  s t a r t  him o f f  on f u r ­
t h e r  e n d e a v o r s .
The a u t h o r 1 s f i g h t  f o r  g l u i r e i s  the  s e l f i s h  a spec t ,  
o f  h i s  g o a l s  i n  w r i t i n g , .  lie i s  a l l o w e d  t i n s  t i t  o f  e r o t i s m  
lie c a u s e  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  he makes arm the  r i g o r o u s  i d e a l s  
he m a i n t a i n s .  Coyer  has  a l w a y s  s e e n  p u n i s hm en t  and reward  
f o r  p e r fo r m a n c e  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  l i f e  and o f  j u s t i c e ,  
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l a w s ,  s o c i e t i - e ' ,  i g o v e r n m e n t s .  >.jlory i s  
h i s  a i m ,  and h i s  re*ward . fhe  a u t h o r  must  be c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  h i s  owr fame ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  l a r g e l y  he who c o n t r o l s  i t ,  
by s t i c k i n g  t o  the  d u t i e s  he must  per for in .  I f  h i s  n o u r i s h ­
ment d o e s  no t  come i m m e d i a t e l y ,  lie s t i l l  dreams t h a t  a fu ture  
• tmrat i o n  w i l l  r ' - c opn icn  h i s  m e r i t  and f u r t h e r  h i s  renown
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17e v e n  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h .  f h e r e  i s  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e  p r a i s e s
he  r e c e i v e s .  The more t h e  p e o p l e  r e s p e c t  and hon or  the
1 R
w r i t e r ,  t h e  more t h e y  l i s t e n  t o  what  he has  t o  s a y . '  Then,  
he i s  more p o w e r f u l  and more a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  the  a l t r u i s t i c
a s p e c t  o f  h i s  p o a l s  in l i f e ;  ‘ e be u s e f u l ;  t o  i n s t r u c t .
A w r i t e r  waster ,  h i s  1 umj £ r e s  i f  lie doe:.; no t  u s e  th e n  t o  a 
lbd i d a c t i c  e n d .
Ev e ry th in g :  t h a t  Coyer  w r o t e  war u s e f u l  and i n s t r u c t i v e :  
the a;' .ate l i e s  shew*'’ 1 moral  w e a k n e s s e s  t o  be c o r r e c t e d  , E lan  
d 1 E d u c a t i o n  s e t  up an i n s t i t u t i o n  for1 i n s t r u c t i o n ,  E t r e n n e s  
was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h e a l t h ,  J u l nk i  wi t  h cor 1 roc  t i np; ' o v e r n -  
m en t a l  a b u s e s  . o inr . e  a l l  o f  n i s  work was " u s e f u l " ,  he n e ve r  
u n d e r s t o o d  why s t a r v i n r  a u t h o r s  c o u l d  not p r o v i d e  fui  t h e i r  
support ,  i n  a s i m i l a r  way,  Ju tv  to  o n e ' s  c o u n t r y  must  be 
the  f i r s t  o f  a l l  a i m s .  Whi l e  doyen  remained  c e l i b a t e  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e ,  and was not. e v en  wed to  r.b<’ dhurr.h a s  
i s  c. t n - r . d l y  > r e t s - ;  t o an ubb^ (a  ( : t b  and I'lii.u'uu-rital 
r’e l i r i o u r  c o n :  wh ich he never* a b a n d o n : ! ) ,  h i s  i d e a l  s p o u s e  
was c e r t a i n l y  h i s  c o u n t r y ; he n e v e r  d e c e i v e s  h e r .  On the  
o t h e r  han d ,  one can s a y  t h a t ,  r i s o r o u s  a s  he was in  ab id in r .  
by h i s  s t a n d a r d s ,  Joyer  was f r e q u e n t l y  d e c e i v e r  by t h o s e  f o r  
whom tie was w r i t i m , .
ill i s  d e c e p t i o n  proU ab ly  e x p l a i n s  why the  abbS d i d  not  
have  much f a i t r i  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  he d i d  r e s p e c t  
t h e  power  i t  w i e l d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s  or  f a i l u r e .  he saw t h e  
publ ic:  a s  an a u t h o r ' s  m e n a c e .  h ot  at. a l l  t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e
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m o d  1 o n i ' p  m n n  o f  l p f t e r ? ,  t h e  r u h l  I n  i / a r .  1 1 1 I n  I t . 1’ r i o -
r  1 I ' p r  , t h p v p f n i ' p  I n  w h a t  I t  o  o n  u  1 d  p r o d  t r o o d  n r  b u d .  ( ] t  
h e r .  1 t  a t .  m u  o h  t o o  l o n ^  h p t w o o n  h m ' 1  n n  a n d  ' - i R O l n o  w h f i n  t r v -  
h u r t" n  n 1  o k  '! f n v n r l  t . p  P h o d  i*p ,  ) H o  t n r t n  w m  a i i p f t  I n n a M p ,
I y p p r  t t f' 1 i r i 1 t h n  w  ] !’ ' i r  ' P p n  y-.i' i ] m : m  1 ■ 11 r t ; ] <■■ i t  i t  ] l  p  r (f w n 1"
f ' n  r o  t n  1*1 i n  I , n  M p ' i p p l n  m n  1 o  r  Q l u l  o  n  1 ri •* *'■ . o m fi } 1 1 * 11 ■ r  -
' ■ t ; v p  h  1 r nr’ o  1 O n f  u n  n ’ t > 1 1 n n  r .  p  . ) '1’h r  r n > -  1 1 O 1 r  n  u  r  1 * I r  ' n i  r '  . I t .
- ! ; ■ 1 ; i i 1 ' h *  ' i n  - h  1 ■ ■ * h  n  U U t h  O 1* W H  h  ' i t ' i r i ' l n n  ,  [ m  1 v  1 n  f '
"  O f )  ] ] i .r V- f  o r i  n ,  I "  n i  ] 1 1 ' '' 1 •• n  n  | ' 0  ' ] n  n  f  '  ■ I- 1 P  1 H O  0  f) n  °  ■ ' + 1 V ' i r l 1 ‘ t : i c ’ —
f i i | ( t f n  1 : H  n  n  o  * V | (» ] 1 f  C' r  1"( t  I ; 1 ■ 1 y. r> n p  <' r  1 n i  ] y  n  f  t U p  wVl  1 m t:
. f  i-1 n  r' U "o 1 1 '"*  ̂  ̂ ■ ' ' : ' ’ h  * 1 '■ I 1 ) 1 h  n  r  h  1 m 7  n  1 f' *" n  I"1 h  n  r; <- r ■ i 1
• - , y ] , '  n  * i | ’ ! :,r .  ̂r, H i 1 ■ ■ ■ ! i; I p  ■-•■■, ■ , • ' * n  jj 1 1 I h '  W *1 ' '
W 1 1 ! n  r  n  n f * :') 1 ’ ’ ' ' ( 1 ’ ' 1 ' ■ o  *■ W ’5 * ’ ’ ''  1 P" 1 *"' ■J M 1 1 f ' ■ i ! ‘ ' ,
■ 1 : '  n  w n  f ' l v n i - ] t c  t ' u  1 p  w i 1' ’■ r  ■ 1 y i o  o  .  r ’ n  ’ p p  | y  f ■ h  n  u  v  1 n  1 u  -
* 1 o  o  n  r  h  1 r  o  n ' j p i  * p  v  ( h o  u  I " ' f  n  \ r< * ! " '  o  1 n  (' p n  t  ' i !' y  u  b n  v  n
; I ' i h ' p H  ] !>,■ ■- i t w  ■ # /.  ■ ; * 1 n  1- ■ t  i i ■; t 1 1 I * ’ 1 r i J ‘- n  \ e ’ \ ' ' r - 1 : i r i ■ j / . f ■ * .
I n  t Mf.  . | r, r  1 f>n t i - > -.ij t * V; ( ■ i ; ■ ; e - v - ; . i • ■ i ■ ■ n  >■ * ’ ! ‘ r  ‘ r'i ! ' 1 1 *''
* n  ■■* n  i r  ”  O r\ t  f  r n n  ’ f - m | n  r i |  ri .r y ’ i ■ | t < • i " ■ f ■ I ■ i ’ ' f ’ : ' ’ i O ' t ' ' ’ ' ’ ' '  f
• i . i i  p - i p r t  r t i r i t  h  p f i n t  i ; r v  ' i u  * ’ n  r '' * i * ■ w o  o  t P' n  ’ ' t r  : i ! n  * ■ v  1 ’ ■>'
II  ̂ Vi * 11 f’. r| t P r' pr ’ l | v V . '  ̂ *
! | - f i  P e i ' i h  I| | , r Vi  ̂ <• n  P »1 t  1 I V v  * f ' ' P>  r i t v I f'  I' • I f ' «•»1 • n  rl t r i ' - | n  * r;;) t
' ’ n  v o  r  w o ' "  v } 1 n d ‘‘ d  t n  t h *  1 1 ‘■“ v i ' i v v  w * 1 u k n o o  ■’ f i  ’ f  ’ ■ * f ' ■"■■w1'! . A p
I n  u  u  v o  t i o  r* h  1 o  n r )  p: p  1 ! m 1 r r i  t ( ’■■!  ̂ h  r  o  ; i m  r  t  p  r *’ ' i t  '* 1 ! x  1 " t -
1 n  rj  h o o k n  , t . v i p  q i m v t . p v  t h u t  r f j m x i l n e d  w o u l d  u t i l 1 r u ’ o d  r u r -
11 <"■)
1 n / .  'r' t i P  m u  o u  o f  w o r t h !  o r ' *  o u  t >1 1 o n  t  1 o n  o  w f l n h  I n u n d a t  p p  
t i i “  : ■ ) ] > ' 1 l o  ( ' V ’ r v  I j 1 v  1 ' '  o f  1 I t t  1 p  ' ' n n p p ' t ' i p n r p  , 1 -*a o n ,  i u  ( 1 ' ■ i i r  n
w r * v h  1 1 ]  ; i n  ■ - ■: f  r o "  "  1 t o . |  ■ , r" o n  1 p  K 1 V u  '  * h o  V n  t t o  u  r o  ! . ' * <
1 ^
T h e  w o r k s  w h i c h  r e m a i n  w i l l  h e  s t r o n v  e n o u p h  t n  d e f e n d  t h e m -  
r p ! v e r t ,  T h e i r  a u t h o r s  w i l l  h a v e  w r i t t e n  w i t h  a  p u r p o s e ,  
t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  a r m e d  t h e i r  p l e r . e s  w i t h  r e a s o n ,  t h e  d e f e n s e
nn r  e x c e l l e n c e  —  e y e n  a r a l n s t  p> g 1 1 nr; o p h e n  . H e n s o n  b a s e d
op a t h o  r n i j i ’-V] kn p;-i 1 ed ;-o n f  p h y s i c a l  a n d  huma n  n a t  u i’p w i l l  
l e a d  t o  t . he  urid e i 'c t a re  ■ 1 n r  o f  ma n ,  h i ' "  n r n H p  h i s  p a s s i o n s ,  
" I r o n ,  v i r t u e s ,  h t s  f r e e d o m ,  a n d  h i s  1 e a  rrt 1 n r . ^ ’ T h e r e  1 s
no  f o r c e  M - e a t e r  t h a n  w l s - ' o ^  a n a  k n  o w 1 eh a-e ,
1 h e  ■' 1renv1.1i  o f  t h e 1 a s. t 1 n v l u m h '  vj 111 he h a r e d  on.
1 h r  1 v p i a n  1 i v , e t o e n  r*n e e  f nn h ' p r s  a 1 1 1 v i n  4 nn r  1 t v , T t 1 ■ ■
n e t  1 m po t't a n 1 1 ^ ' * 1 o .; i ] f*n e n 1 r - >1] eU r> 1 f1 d i f '1 <‘v t h 1’ :)t1f  ! f'n* ,
f,n  r  " 1 ml  l e t * ,  ’ I ‘ ■ t _ > > e  n ' 1 e  r  , " 1 * ' ' : a  n  <" 1 e n t ■ - 1 h  oi r  a  , ■  I ■ • ,■> . ■
11 ' ‘ <1;1 1 11 °  1 r  i ’ a r ■ 1 e  1 -' ■ a t - i m  h - t  a n t r| e . ' i '  ' m - r ' 1 nn  '1 r 1 1T 1 f 1 a 1 1 1 . y
a n d  1 "i n o  r  t  a n  c e  e  n t h e l p  o w n .  r r  i v e p s a  11 t v T" a p r o d u c t  o f  
t l*, J t h  a n d  n n n e k  v ,  ■ ■ ' u r ' a t i n n  I n  , - r n r e f' a n d  1 v 1 f> i i o e s  n o t  
"i a r  a U n 1 ’’ e r :' a ! ‘ r u l e ,  /, * a :' 1 < ■ ■ > f , 1 ; ■ ■ h t ' ■ ph a n d  h l " t : i '
r<>n • * e t v  a v;or'-' " ' n r ' ’ o»- h v a 1 1 e 1 ■ 111 ■ i * ■/ ' vi 1 o n , ■ 1 ] a s *'■ is. a n
1 m 11 ’ 1 e n t 1 n a a t ' 1 < ■ n e n e s ■" 1 t V , M C <" O r ' ’ 1 a ; " t o  ho  y f * r  , : I e r  X t. o n d f’ ■ i
* v 1 1 c- .,<1 1 * 1  h v 1 o  e  to ■ c  i' ] a n - a s a r  e  ■■ n s  vi e  1 * a s  h i s  o w n  , A ! t h o t  i r h
1' n ' j 1 * 'T r' t) f \ 1' ‘ t >■ j 1 1 ,n t t ( 1 -  ̂t j r.p 1 ■ 1 (1 o \r * <\ t n '■/ ' M ' r 1  ̂>'1 ̂  y \(' f"
* 'n  t* 1 1 t P V H ' V  m ' l f ' t  o | ‘ n  q  p  1 r |  ^  ^  , * '■ 0  V f ' r . f * r ( t p r |  t h °  \  T I 1J )*f '  ̂ f ~ W \
o f  l-'i’nm n r’ \ y\ t r-t r>. t |t > f.* y t e>r| trn ] ^ 11 - j tr i r’1 n p ^ \ 1 j P V*1 f \ I t  I Of 1 ]‘i) t | VP ('■ 0 e , t 11 1 c 1 n o  < ; e a  1 n , ' ' n r  r °  m 1 o c ■'’e  r  r r e  ( i on  d on * 1 ond  ' - a •: ) ,
A d a r t l n r  I t a l i a n  o r  o t h e r  n a m e s  a n d  p l a c e s  t o  F r e n c h  p r o ­
n u n c i a t i o n  a n d  s. r-e 11 1 n v wa s  n o n e t h e l e s s  a n  e v i l  he  t o j e -
r a  t ed a n d  t o  w h ' e h  ho a l w a y s  f ' on f  o  r^i ed .
1 s f
T h e r e  w e r p  o t h e r  l i t e r a r y  t r a i t s  w h i c h  h e  c r i t i c i z e d  
a n d  d i d  n o t  t o l e r a t » .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  s 1 1 p n e d  I n t o  t h e s e  s a m e  
w e a k n e s s e s  h i m s e l f  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  
a d m i t " .  I n  t h e  s a m e  p a m p h l e t  I n  w h i c h  f o y e r  a d m o n i s h e s  a n  
a u t h o r  f o r  h a  v 1 n r  ' o n  mnn v f o i ; 1 ''' ‘ ■ I n  cri  p w r  1 t. 1 n v , ! n*'
a h b e  C a l l s  r r e v  t o  h i s  own  c r i t i c i s m .  d e  I n f o r m s  ! m r t  h h r n  
*■ h q t h i s  c h o  1 c a o f  t m : t h r  t o  p r o  v a  a m i n t  1s t i  1 f p  h a n  d y
I n d e e d ,  f  n p tif> Vias f o f a 1 1 v 1 e e-t a s  1 i »> h m  a x 1 s r 1 n s  Ca r  I r
w h i c h  w mi  i a i i s  p m  ■ ’ e  v> \  * i i u o r v , 11 ‘ ' ' o y e  -' ho  i i 1 * h a v e
t >m' izVi t a b o u t  * n a *  w h m  h r’ w r '  w r i t  Im-- J.I1 f  r  ed  1 r.a  t I o n .
( Wi e  1: S o 1 1 1 ■ 1 r f v r  h r f  f1 ' t '] e  1 1 ►; ( '  C t ; *  f n  i '  n  1 ! m * i '  * ■ 1 1 * n  * o  -'  ' i  !/ ' :  o  rn c  —
t i-, 1 ti a p e w a ' -ou * ai  a I r  e a ■1 v w o t-t- -  ■■ a t * -^; i i’ , f  ' n r  a v '■ I v
r ank** t >: 1 ‘■ i-i t 1 *' , a n d  w V i'1 n h>‘ ; 1 d , h 1* r  a t 1 i 'in a ! 1 1 * ;  h i ' -  a t -
1 r>m pt  i-a t h e r  e f  * '  1 o a r  1 o'  ] ■ ■ ! v ( e , p , ( o i ■■ t r a v e l  1 1 f m ' a t u r * ’ ) ,
: e w a s  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e d a n t  1 c ,
' ’o  v e  r  ' ■ ■ ' e ■ h  1»- * '■ v w a ■' s  *' t m ■ ' 1 t : 1 v ■ ■ - a ' {. 1 n  •’ 1 f a  s i r  a  1 ’ u  -  
' ' t a r e :  a » v *  e  1 ;'  • <"■' i y  e  e  t ' i * ( ' r  ' a  ; a r :  1 w a 1' *>o  ? . ■ "  11 r 1 ' c a  r  1 n  s  . •: 1 ”
S  e  a  ' 1 I n r  a  ’ 1 * '  f> >-■ r .  n  w  a  1 a  m n  p  p  * e  < ■ e  * 1J r  ' i t r  -1 , w ‘ : 1 I — t ' * ’ a  d  U P  ' 1 o  n  -
1 ' i:r»'  ̂ n r  1 ( r n r  y -y c  l ‘ e *1 a n"i  ̂ 1 1 -1 t * W  ̂ t r ■ + k ■ r ■ a rp ' ] f1 r; t Via e 1 ’ e i ,
' 1 V e 1' W a ’ ' p c r i e r  r 11 ] r' ! I' f 1 ' ■ > - e a ’ e i•'' V Y 1 n ' 1 1 C ' i t 1 r, e \  • ■ ( ! 1 ' 1 d '  -
w u p V i y  t a  t p<'n I n  t h e  r j*e f a c e  a*"! * 1 n f o o t n o t e s -  o f  «' v i' r  v
s c h o l a r l y  w o r k  h e  w r o t e  (  r  • '  , , '  m  x a n c  1 e n n  e s  r e  1 1 y 1 o n s  , ! a
■; v e r  q u e a_f Jja d n ma  1 n e ; ; 1 1 r  i e  v 1 mj  x mo t d e t a t  r  1 e ; . , , s n r  i a
n a t u r e  -In t m i  r  l p  ; l_u N o b l e s s e  c o m m e r  ?an  t  e a n d  t h e  b e  f  e n a  o :
S o b  1 e s k  1 ; I 1 a n  d ' e d  n c a 1 1 o n  ) . :;e w a s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  to* 1 1 -
I n .  1 'I (- rr- a  h o u  t h 1 ■1 T ' d  f*>-  ̂ i d . v v  I n  * h e  v a r i o u s  r i 1 1 ' c  a  f 1 < n s  ,
1  s ?
w e t h o d  o 1 opry , hp  b e l i e v e d ,  r h o u l d  n l w a y R  be  p i n  a t  t h e  
v a r y  b e p ' l n n l n p ' ,  t h a t  1 r  , i t  s h o u l d  t vRp. e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h e  t o n i c ,  o n  t h e  w o r d ,  f r o m  l t c  b i r t h  u p  t o  t h e  c h a p e  
w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  w i l l  t r e a t ,  ( e , r , , .So h l p s k l  ) . 'The f a c i l e  
w <1 v 1c n o t  t o  ft'1 c h u r n e d ,  f o r  I t  1c o f t e n  t h e  e a-’ 1 e c t t o
i l
i m d  e y e  h a n d  . i n  t e c h n i c a l  w o r k c ,  c u c h  nc  t h  n e e  I n v o l v i n g
c ? a t 1 r t 1 c F, w h i c h  a  r e  e i t h e r  c o n  f  1 1 c t 1 np  o r  u n o b t a i n a b l e ,  
Snye-y s u p y e c t c  m o<l e r a  t I o n  arid a n d  e r - r a  1 nu I a  1.1 nri r a t h e r  t h a n
m 1 c r e  u r e r  on  t. a t 1 on  t h r o u r h  p o c ' M b l y  u n r e a l  l e t  i n  n r  e x a ^ r e r a t -
r >r> 1 f  1 yu p p fh . I n  n o t  M ^ n l n r  t. r o ^ H  l r w  l n t . p l  1 l ^ e n t .
f ir u  e c  r a f t e r  n - t ye  f  u 1 --1 nd y o f f lie p y b ' t  I n u  f  a r t c , v p t hod -
0 ! O  iX V m a r t  rvy; f n i ' - T i  t o  r U e  ': u b 1 e  r  t I i ' fr | 1 f1' 1 , ;\ ‘ ■ v n t 11 e c 1 ' c a n
fie ne w a n d  d«i ’d r i c  u ! + h o u y h  t tie a u t h o r  u c e y  m a t e y l a l c  a n d h - r  
l i i e a c  a l r e a d y  c u r r e n t ,  ed by n t h c r r  , A r v n t h e s l r  1c o f t e n  
a r o o d  1um r l  n r - n  r f  m i n t  f o r  f x c l  t l t i c  a n d  ud v on  t u r o u e  1 y
1 ti a y 1 n a t 1 ’r e c t i i ■ m e ■ ■ , 1 t '" < i v e > - ’ ' ■ f l a n  S '  e d u c a t i o n  w a r  o n e
n '' t h e  moot  ' i md > r n  a f  d u d vuri r  ' ■ rl • ■ t i j rj t p y. 1 rj t tit- i )>n f ) pin o f
a n  e n  f l r e  1 o m  ! "  v ' ‘ t r p ’ ,  ) I n  d I n c u r  c l  n r  h 1 r  rr , j t h n d n -
1 f i r r v o f  h o w  t o  o )■ 1 t 1 r. 1 e  , ' ; n v < ' | '  o f f o y y  y e t  y o u r  n e e  f o y  w h a *
r i o t  t o  d o ,  1 fl r  t e a d  a * ’ ' ’ ’ I i r y y  t 1 n y  c o m e  t h 1 n r  nm r e  | Y)S ) I i y e  ,
h e r a  yd I n  r c r l t l r l r m  a c  a  y e n  r e ,  S o y e y ' r ;  o i i ' d l r i a ]  r u l e
t  I
i c  k I n d n c s H  , bo n o t  a r e  c a t  I r e ;  t o n o t  o f f e n d , T h e  r u r -
Ooc e  o f  c r  1 t 1 r  1 -  1 n P c f iou I d be  b e n e  f  1 c 1 n 1 , not .  d e n t  r u e  t. 1 ve  , 
S r i  mm, H l d e y n t ,  a n d  bar.  h u u m o n t  mu.at, h a v e  c h u c k l e d  u:> t h e y  
m u d  t h 1 r  c u r r e n t  I o n ,  f o y  enef i  o n e  h a d  b r u  t n 1 1 y d i r e c t e d  
n l c  '.fen  on  a a l n r t  t h i n  a n r n o r  l e  1 u r t  t. h e  m a n n e r  r on d f‘im ed ,
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As f o r  o t h e r  t. ;onron,  ouch  a s  h i s t o r y  o r  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  Coyer  
v;as more p r e c i s e .
In c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  t h e a t e r ,  Coyer  found the  
French t h e a t e r  ‘- r o s s l y  underch'-voT opped i n  the  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  i t s  faro* anii t ̂  r e s  wh i eh r e n t  i nut  -d un t i  I 
t h e  f o l l o w i n ' ,  c e n t u r y .  ' dh i 1 <■ l . r u v d h i ; ,  in  C op lan d ,  ho 
a l s o  saw a b n o i c h  o f  t h e a t e r  w'-moh i n i r -res  t.ei 1 him f o r  i n c o r ­
p o r a t i o n  in i> nn rr *< • , ;h i. r; war; a 1 i.(,ht e n t e r  t a l  nme ut  in  sm a l l  
t h e a t e r s  d e v o t e d  t o  f a r c e s ,  m a r i o n e t t e s ,  pantomime,  and 
" t o u r s  de f o r c e  e t  d 1a d r e s  so" e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  the
1 y" p e t i t  p e u p l ' ", one  o f  t h e  abbA 1 s c o n s t a n t  i n t e r e s t s  . 
dot- f a r  r e m o v e p  f  roin the-  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i h i  s p e o p l e 1 s t h e a t e r  , 
i s  the  ex am p le  t h e a t e r  w h i c h  Coyer  i m a g in e d  f o r  t h e  am use ­
ment o f  the  P a t a s o n i a n  p l a n t s .  He would ha ve  ran o p e r a  o f :  
n a t u r e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o n j u r a l  b l i s s ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  d e v o t i o n  
t o  o n e 1:' e< mrit.ry , .-r r o e ,  an-! -i> o n l y  * - vf t v  hh i r ip e l s e  which, 
he h a b i t u a l l y  o r i l  i o lr . ed  us  Tv-odin'  hr j r ,ov ' ,:!!sril in  F r a n c e ,  
Once a p a i n ,  he s hi owed l i t e r a t u r e  a s  i n n r u s L t v o .  fra; paly 
would show,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  puni  semen i o f  the  s t r on r .  who 
w a n t e d  t o  t y r a n n i z e  tin.- wo a t  . lone.dy w>m 1 i ■ a p o od -
r V >
n a t u i ’e d ,  s l a p s t i c k  f a r c e .  "
At th e  same t i m e ,  Coyer s k e t c h e d  o u t  what su ch  a 
comedy mi ph t  be l i k e .  .Vhile he a d m i t t e d  o p e n l y  t h a t  he had 
no t a l e n t  f o r  v e r s e ,  t h i s  model  comedy i s  ample  e v i d e n c e  
a s  t o  why he  n e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  any p l a y s .  I t  i s  a s i m p l i s t i c  
seen** rje twe en  a , i a n t  ( Pa t  a,, y n  i ar i ) and a d w a r f  C an o r d i n a r y
ma n) .  The g i a n t  woman r i d i c u l e s  t h e  s m a l l e r  man who p l a y s
t h e  f o o l  i n  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s .  The woman i s  t h e  a g g r e s s o r ,
t h e  one  who d e a l s  t h e  b l o w s ,  p r o p o s e s  humorous e s c a p a d e s ,
and who f i n a l l y  s a v e s  t h e  man from d a n g e r  by t u c k i n g  him
to
n e a t l y  un de r  her  arm and f l e e i n g .  T h i s  i s  in no way 
d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  other-  f a n t a s i e s ,  a b o u t  the  r e v e r s a l  o f  
t h e  male  and f e m a l e  r o l e s  i n  s o c i e t y .  I'here i s  a s e c o n d  
s k e t c h  which he p r o p o s e s  im tween an o r d i n a r y  man and a 
baby g i a n t .  b i m i l a r  t o  the  f i r s t  s k e t c h ,  the  dwar f  f a l l s  
i n t o  p u d d l e s ,  g e t s  a n g r y ,  and i s  s l a p p e d  around by t h e  one  
o f  s u p e r i o r  s i z e  anti a i d  l i t  i e s  ,' ^  domed y s h o u l d  n o t  no an 
i n j u r i o u s  s a t i r e  l ike-  Jsal i s s o t 1 s Los P h l l o s o p h e s  r which i s  
made o f  o n l y  t.no foam or- s h e l l ,  o f  r e a l  c o m e d y T h e  abb£  
p r e f e r s  s i t u a t i o n s  from wh ich  moral  and o t h e r  l e s s o n s  can  
l>e g l e a n e r i .
Coy n r  g c ' ’s t h e  d r m . y  o r  fh>- c omft i i (1 1 a m o y a n t e a s  t h e  
i u e a l  h i  d a r t  i n  v ’- d t 1] 11 . h e  f i n d s  t i g-  the-atc* r  w a s t e d  f o r  
a  l a r g e  p a r t ,  b e c a u s e  i ‘ s - n u . h ,  u* ■ o p e n  f o r  twin e n j o y m e n t  
and hi  ■. * I .i. f ' > i n . - uul e  c - l l  a s  1 h -  ’-•"St  , , f  pp<. p m  d i e .
A n o t h e r  l e v e l  u f  >-*n f " r t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  d r ams . w i t h  t h e  s u m -  
p u r p o s e ,  woi d- i  ’oe i n  s c h o o l ,  p e r f o r m e d  t y  m a s t e r s  a n d  s t u ­
d e n t s .  W h a t  l e t t e r  wa y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  p r o p e r  m o r e s  a n d
f  d
a c t i v e  v i r t u e ?  V i s u a l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h ­
n i q u e s  h a s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  t e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  Th i s  i s  one ex ample  o f  hoiw Coyer  was i n  t h e  vanguard  
o f  h i s  c e n t u r y ' s  i d e a s .  W h e r e a s  he n e v e r  put  h i s  own i d e a s
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t o  work f o r  him i n  t h e  re a l m  o f  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  i t  was j u s t  
t h e  o p p o s i  t e  i n  h i s  t o r y .
B a r e l y  a i d  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C o y e r ' s  a p p e a r  t h a t  d i d  
n o t  have  an . important  s e c t i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a 
c o u n t r y ,  a man, a word,  a e ■ a if , on ur i d e a .  Coyer i. rr e: 
w i t h  C u l l y  tha l  the  c o n t e m p o r a r y  h i s t o r i a n  f i l l s  h i s  paye r  
w i t h  p e t t y  d e t a i l s ,  u s e l e s s  s t u p i d i t i e s ,  and w a s t e d  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n s .  the h i s t o r i a n  i s  q u i d :  t o  t e l l  o f  t h ' 1 c a n n o n s , " l i n e s ,  
and s a u s a y e s  i n a c e r t a i n  c i t y ,  and c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  
but  n e e l e c t s  t o  d e p i c t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r y  o r  y o v -  
ern inent ,  or- the  ' e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c o l o n y ,  A h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  
e n r i c h  the  f o u n t r . y ' s  l i i - ' - ru ry  re s t  ur'ces w h i l e  dolm-,  j u s t i c e
i
t o  i t s  most  i m p o r t a n t  ' a s s e t s .  Che h i s t o r i a n  j 1 a y s  a
r o l e  e v e n  mure i m p o r t a n t  th a n  the  a r t i s t ,  o r  the  s c u l p t o r .
The l a t t e r  p lace: ;  p. famous man c o n c r e t e l y ,  but. s t a t i c a l l y  
in the  e y e s  0 5 - a d m i r e r s .  i’li-- h i s ' e - r i a n  ear- show many 
f a c e s ,  moods ,  a: is1 n e t  i nn s  whir!; w i l l  * ndure  ' . f p  u  ;h th'- 
o e n t u r  i e*s, w h i l e  marb le  c h i p s  and p a i n t  c r a c k s  away.  ' 
whorl the  abt>£ w r o t e  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  d o i d e s k i  arul l o l a n u ,  
he h-as t e  tied to i m l h r i  i d s  r e a d e r s  o f  hi s tur io . - . raph i e a l  
d e t a i l s  t o  p r o ve  h i s  sound 1:10 t h o n o l  ory  .
Boyer  ‘;fiv" the  car’c f u l l v  c h o s e n  s o u r c e s  he- u s e d ,  t h e i r
back , ' round ,  t h e i r  a c c u r a c y ,  and d id  a l l  he c o u l d  t o  show
what  the  r o l e  o f  t h e  pood h i s t o r i a n  w as .
" A i n s l  1 1 M i s t o r i c n ,  s a n s  e t r e  o b l i ^ S  de d e v i n e r  
en t rompant  l a  p o s t S r i t S ,  apr&s s ' e t r e  tromp£
In i -memo,  n ' a  q u ' u n  c o i n ,  o e l u i  de oho i s  i r  de  
buns moi re  s . " Ad
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He m ust  l i m i t  h i m s e l f  t o  what he k n o w s ,  and i g n o r e  a l l  t h e  
r e s t ,  no m a t t e r  how e n t e r t a i n i n g  i t  may b e .  H e r e ,  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  w orks  o f  o t h e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g l e a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  
and t r u t h ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  m ust  l e a r n  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  d o u b t .  
Once t h e  t r u t h  i s  a p p a r e n t ,  he must  l e a r n  t h a t  o b j e c t i v i t y  
and h o n e s t y  f o l l o w  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h ere  must  
be n e i t h e r  p a r t i a l i t y  f o r  a  n a t i o n ,  n o r  b l i n d  a d m i r a t i o n - ’f o r  
a h e r o .  I t  i s  h i s  d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  th e  good  and t h e  badf 7
a l i k e .  I t  was e a s y  f o r  C oyer  t o  f o r m u l a t e  r u l e s  o f  h i s ­
t o r i o g r a p h y ,  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  o r  t o  s t a t e  what t h e  i d e a l  a u t h o r  
o r  l i t e r a t u r e  s h o u l d  be l i k e ,  b e c a u s e  he q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  
drew up t h e s e  o u t l i n e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  what h i s  own p r a c t i c e s  
w e r e .
S t a t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  and s e t t i n g  up m o d e l s  s e r v e d  
s e v e r a l  p u r p o s e s  f o r  t h e  a b b 5 .  I f  he made them a f t e r  h i s  
own t e c h n i q u e s ,  t h e n  he c o u l d  a l w a y s  s t i c k  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a e  
w i t h  e a s e .  I n  s o  d o i n g ,  he a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  work was 
w e l l  d o n e ,  and w o r th y  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  Not o n l y  was he  
a t t e n d i n g  t o  h i s  d u t y  a s  one who mus t i n s  t r u e t , bu t  he was  
a l s o  e n v e l o p i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  s o l i d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n s u l a t i o n  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  from t h e  o n s l a u g h t  o f  t h o s e  c r i ­
t i c s  who p e r p e t u a l l y  wounded h im .  T h ere  a r e  no e a s i e r  r u l e s  
t o  l i v e  by t h a n  o n e ' s  own. He n e e d e d  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  from h i s  
f e l l o w  a u t h o r s .
P a i n f u l l y  aware  t h a t  h i s  works  would  n e v e r  be o f  th e  
c a l i b e r  o f  V o l t a i r e ' s ,  M o n t e s q u i e u ' s  o r  R o u s s e a u ' s ,  Coyer  
h o n e s t l y  g a v e  h i s  s e l f ' e v a l u a t i o n  i n  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h
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t o  t h e  AcadSmle  de  Haney.  M e r i t  i n  m e d i o c r i t y ,  t h e  f r u s t r a ­
t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r e j e c t i o n ,  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  c r i t i c ,  t h e  
s t u p i d i t y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  were  t o p i c s  t h a t  r e a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  s p e e c h .  He was p r a t e f u l  f o r  h i s  e n t r y  i n t o  the
company o f  famous l i t e r a r y  names .  !’e hoped t h a t  t h i s  a c ­
c e p t a n c e  would r a i s e  h i s  e s t e e m  and t h a t  h e r e  he would f i n d  
p r o t e c t i o n  from h i s  e n e m i e s .  d i s  s e t f - d e n i p r a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  
t y p i c a l l y  hones t ,  and n a r r a t i v e ,  must  have  r e a p e d  more p i t y  
tha n  a d m i r a t i o n .  Coyer  made i t  c lear -  t h a t  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  
and u n c e r t a i n t y  wh ich  were  a p a r t  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d -  
o r  t n i r d - r a t e  a u t h o r  were  a p a r t  o f  h i s  own e x i s t e n c e .  de  
c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  a p h l l o s o p h e  in  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  the  t e r m ,  
de f e l t ,  aide- and c a l l e d  upon t o  p r o t e c t  anti d e f e n d  h i s  f e l l o w  
p h i l o s o p h e s . hut. w i t h  t h e  d o o n - r o o t e d  s e n s e  o f  j u s t i c e  and 
e q u a l i t y  wh ich  he  e x h i b i t e d  i n  a l l  ne w r o t e ,  he c o u l d  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  why e v e r y o n e  d id  not jump to  h i s  d e f e n s e  a s  he  
d id  t o  t h e ! r s  .
b u t y ,  j u s t i c e  and e q u a l i t y  were  o n l y  a few o f  the* 
t r a i t s  w h ic h  had been  i n s t i l l e d  in  t h e  a b b § .  fhe  Church  
and h i s  u p - b r i n p i n r  had s t r o n y l y  shaped  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  
l i f e .  had Coyer  rem ai ne d  a p r a c t i c i n g  r e l l  p i o u s ,  lie would  
have b e e n  a z e a l o u s  o n e ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  s i n ^ l e m i n d e d n e s s  o f  
p u r p o s e  would ha v e  d i r e c t e d  him s o l i d l y  i n t o  t h e  p r i e s t l y  
p a t h .  I n s t e a d ,  f o r  t a n g e n t i a l  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  u n i t y  and s i m p l i c i t y  o f  h i s  a i m s ,  he  d e v o t e d  e v e r y  a s p e c t  
o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  b e i n r  a model  w r i t e r .  H i s  c a l l  f o r  d u t y ,
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s a c r i f i c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  d e v o t i o n ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  and  
h u m a n i t y  a r e  a l l  i d e a l s  e a r - m a r k e d  by a d i s c i p l i n e  e m a n a t i n g  
f rom h i s  s i n c e r e ,  r e l i g i o u s  f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  same t r a i n i n g  
had a p a r a l l e l ,  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s p r i n g  o f  a c t i o n ,  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  put  th e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i e s  t o  work.
The abbfi Coyer  was modest  i n  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  
and h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  b u t  b o l d  o n c e  he t o o k  h i s  pen i n  han d .
An a u t h o r  c o u l d  c o m f o r t a b l y  be m o d e s t  b e c a u s e  he a l w a y s  f e l t  
he was r i g h t .  c o u l d  t ê bo ld  f o r  th e  same r e a s o n .  C o y e r ' s
pen became a sword when he f o u g h t  f o r  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  and i t s  p e o p l e .  He f e l t  c a p a b l e  o f  d e f e n d i n g  the  
p h i l o s o p h e c  b e c a u s e  he was one o f  them.  lie was t o l d  on the  
o f f e n s i v e  a s  w e l l .  tie a t t a c k e d  a b u s e s ,  m o c u r s . r e l i g i o n  and 
p e r s o n a l  e n m i t y .  I t  was i n  h i s  w r i t i n g  t h a t  Coyer  v i c a r i o u s l y  
l i v e d  th e  k in d  o f  l i f e  he would have  l i k e d  t o  e n j o y  p e r ­
s o n a l  l y  .
In h i s  pub I i ca  t; i a  us n p p - u n ' s  a rharmi n, p e r s o n a l  i Ly , 
who d e l i g h t s  and e n t e r t a i n s  t h e  women w h i l e  v i v a c i o u s l y  
d i s c u s s i n g  and a r g u i n g  w i ' b  t h e  men.  lie has  l a d y - f r i e n d s  
w i t h  whom lie o o r r e s t • in,  and who ape i n t e r e s t e d  i i  ' 
s l i g h t 1 s t  th  i n {; he u o e s  d u r i n g  an a v e r a g e  h a y .  His. g e n t l e ­
men comp an ion s  a r e  w e l l - r e a e ,  w e l l  _ t r a v e l e d  s c h o l a r ' s  whom 
ho* knows i n t i m a t e l y ,  and whose  names a l o n e  c a u s e  e a r s  to  
t a k e  n o t i c e .  A l t h o u g h  i n  r e a l i t y  he had made a c q u a i n t a n c e s  
such a s  V o l t a i r e ,  d o u s s e a u ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  H S n a u l t ,  and a t t e n d e d  
s a l e n s ,  r o y a l  h o u s e s ,  and a c a d e m i c  U a n q u e t s ,  the  1 a m e u s
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men we re  n o t  w i l d  w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n ,  the  s a l o n s  t o l e r a t e d  
r a t h e r  tha n  e n c o u r a g e d  hi;; p r e s e n c e ,  and a t  a b a n qu e t  o f  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  i n  London,  he v;as t o o  t i m id  t o  r a i s e  h i e  p l a n s
r \
a n d  m a k e  a  t o a s t  h o n o r i n g  t h e 1 d r e n c h  am bar ,  r a d  o r .
' .dm w r i t e r s  whom h e  knovj  1..!'-e p e r t  w w 1 f h . v '  who
h a '  b e e n  d e a d  s i n c e  . a n c i e n t  h i " 1' ' . ' ' ,  h i t .  c o a t *  i
who h a d  b e e n  w i d e l y  l u b l i r h e d .  I n  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  h i s  p e r ­
s o n a l  l i b r a r y  i n  h i r  n e a r  t n e n t n  a t  t h e  : o u i l  l o t  r e s i d e n c e ,  
■ l e v e r  w a r  i n t i m a t e l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c o m e r ,  V i r p i l ,  J i o e r u ,  
c t s s o  a n d  L l u t a r o h ,  a n  w e l l  a s  w i t h  M i l t o n ,  M o n t a i  p n e  ,
M o l i ^ r e ,  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  V o l t a i r e ,  whom he  c o n -
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s i d e r e ( !  t h e  r i n <  l e  a n i  v e r n a l  • • v i i un  o f  h i r ;  c e n t a r y .  '
I t  r  r d i  i l l u s t r i o u s  c o m p a n y  J oy  v r  war. p r e p a r e d  t o  N- b o l d ,  
ci V i f i d r  a i t , a n d  t o  h a v e  a  r a t h e r  h i ^ h  o p i n i o n  o f  h i m r e l f .
h e  f e l l ,  q u a l i f i e d  t o  u n d e r  f a k e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s  o f
h i s  p r e f e r  r; i o n  '’>0 c a u s e  hr- w a r  worth' . - '  ' i f  i. ' , !!<■ war'  a n<- a-i1 #*r
0 f  * h , • c 1 e  r  " y , 1 h * '' ! ! a ' i a  ; a t ' - , r  1 a  r  r  e ■ ; o v • ■ ■,} ■ < i i ■ ■ b l  1 i t y
a n d  t h e  p e o p l  e  .  : : e  h a d  1  a  i u  n r n s  t j ’ a l r  a t .  ( d u e  f e , . | ,  n f  ( . h e
L o p e ,  i n  no  l e r r  i i. ■< a i i  f  i.e.: i a  p o s i M n r  t h a n  k i r .  f; a n d  e m p e r o r s
w' i ' i  " ; t  o e r u p i e . ,  t h e  s a m e  p i  ac . e  h e f o i v  t] i p . : ' e  f e l t  r ; p a . , f 1
o f  t . a w i n p ;  u p  w h e r e  u  t h e  i n;  h a d  I f f ! ,  . i f  r ,  o f  s u c c e e d  i r i p  w h e r > -
71t i i*.y h a d  f a i l e d ,  o f  e r e a t i u p  new a n d  u s e f u l  t h i n p s ,  o f
1 >e1 1 e r i n y  h i s  c e n t u r y  .
o e c a u s e  he was a m i n i s t e r  o f  Clod, Joy or  was q u a l i f i e d  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  moral  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . He c o u l d  
s e e  t h e  !
165
" v a n l t S s  dans  vo s  g S n S a l o g i e s ,  d an s  v os  t i t r e s ,  
d an s  vos  p r e t e n t i o n s ,  da n s  l e s  a d u l a t i o n s  q u ' o n  
vou s  p r o d i g u e ,  dans  v o s  r i c h e s s e s , . . . f e t e s . 
v o t r e  l u x e  . . . 72
'Pi ierefore  he c o u l d  s t a n d  a s i d e  a f t e r  o b s e r v i n g  them and
r■ i . d1 1 f u l l y  i\'d 1 I. t ■ i'■ ■ ; 11 e v f ■ 5 ■:.*h '* ■11 v , Ion-:, ■ ■ ■1 s t ji > > • t.  ̂ , oi ■ u i1 ■ - ,
■ -i."; w ■ t. f f ■ " , e to  . '
Coyer  was nt t a f r a i d  to  ,j e o p a r d i z e  a i s  own p o s i t i o n ,  
de a t t a c k e d  f a l s e  p r o t e c t o r s .  On the  day  o f  h i s  r e c e p t i o n
i n t o  the' Academic  urn A r r a s e s ,  he i r a t e l y  Id r» - ■. to r I to
r e p o r t  t o  t ’-e : r* neb ambfu’.UMtior i n dome ; be  i n s u l t  he ren> • i v> . 
we.-.tj a p m n  p( i- t showed brun ce  h u.r:i i L i a t,e( i a t  t h e  l ' e e t  o f  
a v i c t o r i o u s  Cng lnmi ,  in a p o m  m-nd . ; ' n.nd wherev- a
i.rav»‘l f" i , Coyer  t e e  a u t h o r  war proud t o  p r e s e n t  cop i t  s
7  do f  h i s  pu 1 1 i e n f i  uns t o  the  <[ i :'nL t a r  i e s  he  v i s i t e d .  he  
war riot r e l u c t a n t  t o  c r i t i c : . . t h f  poor  t a s t e  of' the  same  
r e n d i n g  p u b l i c  wh ich g r p t - d  h i s  w o r t s .  .r e a s e  ■ V- wanted  
h i r  op i f  ' r i so  t ■ be e f'f i*e t. i - , hr *’ough t  .nc eye- ibw a ’’, eye  
a r a i n s f  t h 1' a u t h o r  o f  1 1 Aiai d e s  bommes . and put a s i d e  f l o w ° r y  
t u c i ’e r l e s  t o  hurl.  "Irusqu-* e v a n g e l  Leal ohunderbo l  tr>11 whim
t,he :;innr-r was to  know t h a t  he wa. i fi tdie wrung. ' f ’ Juy sr ’hi
v o r b i l  b r a v e r y ,  however' ,  was o f t e n  o n l y  s u p e r f i  e I a l l y  p e r ­
s u a s i v e .  do was no re c o n v i n c i n g  when he a d m i n i s t e r e d  s e l f -  
c r i t i c i s m ,  f o r  i i i s  w e a k n e s s e s  wore a l l  t o o  a p p a r e n t  to  him,  
and h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  h o n e s t y  c o m p e l l e d  him to  h i d e  n o t h i n g .
I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  Coyer  was h i s  own h i s t o r i a n ,  f o r  he 
p o i n t e d  out. h i s  >vud s i d e s  as  r e a d i l y  a s  t h e  good o n e s .  An 
unde r e u r  run t. o f  l a r k  o f  :v> 1 f - r  cm ; f  1 d price shows up t h r r u g 1:wuf
lbb
th e  a b b a ' s  c a r e e r .  rhe most  o b v i o u s  s w a l l o w i n g  o f  h i s  p r i d e ,  
co mbi ne d  w i t h  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  and y e t  p e r n e r v e r a n c e  i s  i n  
s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  he w r o te  t o  M a l e s h c r b e s  repardirsp the  Acad£-
rtij e  t i e s  I  nr: o r  i  p t  i o  j is . h e  h a d  p e t i t i o n e d  a n d  f a i l e d  t h r e e  
t i m e r  t o  . . a i r i  f' n t r ; i i n v ,  I n  h i r  own w o r d s  h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  
wa s  o b v i o u s l y  h i s  l a c k  o f  m e r i t  wh. i. e h  h a d  k e p t ,  h i m  o u t .  
h o w e v e r ,  i f ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  i i f r i t r r r  o f  t h i s  o r p a n i z n t  i o n  w o u l d  
r o n e  t o  r ibu w i t h  a n  i n v i t a t i o n ,  t h e n  l ie w o u l d  be  h o n o r e d  
t o  a c c e p t  s u c h  a  k i n d n e s s . ^  I t  n e v e r -  h a p p e n e ( i  . L e s s  
u I s a p p o i n t i n g  w a s  Vi i r; s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  R o y a l  A c a d e m y  o f  L o n u o n ,  a l t h o a p h  h e  ap; a i  r  b e l i t t l e d  
a i r .  w o r  t h  i n- : r  t o  r  i t  r e s i d e  s u c h  s a v a n t s  . 1 Hr* r e  i s  a  
c e r - t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  b o l d u ' * s s  a n d  e o u r a p e  i n  a d m i t t i n g  o n e  1 s f a i l ­
u r e s  p u o l l c l y .
d o y e r ’ r. L r a n s l a t  i o n  o f  i l a c k s ,  t u n e  f a i l e d  t o  fire e x t e n t  
t ! : rit  h i s  p u b l i s h e r  f u s e -1 p .  ;-uf ; t  p .  u j_ ■ J ^ u i ' r - s  c (up i t * . .
l ie  a ’ *be r v ' t t. * <; t'> ■ : s  ;”■ < .i 1 ur* ■ ■ s s i r c i . r b  y ,  ' - > r ■ o ■ i - ■, ■ it 1
■ h e  1' r a n c h  p o v e r  n t  c o u l d  p r o f i t  f r o m  a  s t u d y  a n d  c o  j a r i -
s o n  o f  f n p l a n d ' s  c r i m i n a l  c o d e .  O o p m  f e l t ,  t h a t  he  n e v e r  
P ■' ; * ' ■ : i.; ao c > ; to  h 1 s (’• so, b ■ r ., ■ [' ■ i , ■ .nr'* t >
h o  b l  e s s e  corni:ier 9 a n t * . . a  no it .  o i l  b i s  c r i  I. i c i s ms  o n  th* 
e o r r u p t  m o r e s  cj f  h i s  p o n e  r a t  i m  . be  la.  p r f i u i  c a t  i  or.  i s  
d e d i c a t e e  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  i n e f f i c a c i o u s  a t t e mp t . . : ;  t o  
c o n v i n c e  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  i t  war; s i n f u l ,  f u r t h e r m o r e , a l l  
p r e a c h e r s  f r o m  t h e  b e p i n n i n p  o f  t i m e  h a d  f a i l e d  j u s t  a s  he.- 
h a d .  A1 t h o u  h - l o v e r  f e l t  t he  p u b l i c  h a d  t r e a t ' - p  hi ;n u n j u s t , l y
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oy g i v i n g  him hiR c o v e t e d  " f i l o i r e "  o n l y  t o  s n a t c h  i t  away  
a f ew y e a r s  l a t e r ,  and t h a t  s e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  were  f a r  t o o  
h a r s h  i n  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m ,  he  was s t i l l  aware  o f  h i s  own 
weak n e s s e s .
I n  1 ’i e  r r e ph i  1  o s o  ni ial  e the  an If - o r  tor," not, t r y  i c . hi .h
the  f a c t  t h a t  t>ie i d e a s  a t ' 1 -ud. ’ l i s  ova. . ' de makes no
c l a i m s  f o r  ori> i nal  i t y  in  hir; e d u c a t i o n a l  s y n t h e s i s ,  and
i - r e f e r s  ho q u o t e  a no t  tier a u t h o r  d i r e c t l y  i f  he  f e e l s  t h a t  he
cannot.  Improve m. t h e  pi’.rafi c o l o n y  or1 i d e a s . ^  doyep accept s ;
the  ret; pons  i  la 1 i t.y f o r  l a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  in h i s  K o b l  e s s e
c Oi inner can te*. 1 f o r  he f e . - i n  t h a t  t h a t  i s  s u r e l y  what- c a u s e d
so  many r e t o r t s  which r* n i l  n o  in  the  wue r e l i c  go l a  h o L l e s s o
c-ommergant1 . Ariii he r i ;  h i t ,  f u l l y  e f face . - ,  v-, i uir; f * 1 T b e f o r e  the
t o w e r  in,*: a . ’ ‘ 'Cess i ve i u a y c  e f  l o n t r n q u i  nu , one  o f  t i n
c o n t e m p o r a r* y 1  i t e r ■ a ry v i e ro  s .
V ! o r t  /_\< \ ' . J  (jnh-iii r-e s g a u r e ? ;  ' roj p i e  ;r*-r:
o n e l  J e  c r ; t  i n  h n s s  -i, 1 ' h t u d  , p i e ]  n ‘ 1 a
f a t i  on p-i ' ft i i t  pas  perdu 1 r, irs 1 V- ', u - i ?- rc
ilu If* are  i s i ;ii;d ;u ^natr ’e l i  -nr:; d r  e, .  prune ho.mm 
a u r o i e n t  f a i t ,  p l u s  d 1 i n p r e s  s i on -pie ‘ e n t e r  l e e  
t >a ?  ' e s  q u e  j  1 £ o p i  r: .  M
Ad m i s s i et .s l i k e  the  p r e c e ' i n p  p ; i r e  t r , .-q t 3,y t on  T 
h: 0  i:e:-'tv on the  p a r t  if the  p- 'r .nt  who is. e x p o s  i n  ’d s  ewn 
f a u l t s  and w e a k n e s s e .
h o n e s t y  was a funda.mental  b u i l d  inc. b l o c k  in  the  compo­
s i t i o n  o f  l a b r i e l  krartgoii;  J o y e r . t.e was ab/unarit ly r iu n e s t .
To c l e a r  h i m s e l f  o f  a f a l s e  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  V o l t a i r e  had  
made i n  a t  t r i h u t  in;-, t h e  a n t i - b o u s s e a u  Panroph'- l e t t e r s  t o  
J o y e r ,  tr;e uht>£ 1 - sc i  1 i a t* ly wroi  ■■ to  h e a n - f  acu u e :; * p u l -1 i s h e p
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s t a t i n g  t h a t  w h en ev e r  he w r o t e ,  he alwayr,  u s ed  h i s  own name,  
o r  r em ai ne d  anonymous ,  n e v e r  e a s t i n g  blame o n  o t h e r s  f o r  
what  was h i s  own,  '''’ Coyer  f e l t ,  t h a t  i t  was an e s p e c i a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  d u t y  f o r  a n  a u t h o r  n o t  t o  d e c e i v e  t h e  p u b l i c ,
■-'von i f  t h e  a u d i o - n c o  mi - h i  t u r d  si ,  h i m f o r  bo  i n . -  t o o  h u n t s * . ,  
do s o m e t i m e s  f o l  t t empted  to  urn i t o r  r e a r r a n g e  what  the
r e a d e r s  d i d  n u t  w a n t  t o  h e a r ,  Cu t  w h e n  t h e  t i m e  o;une t o  p u t
' ’■ ‘ji t  down mu p a p e r ,  ht- a l w a y s  c o n v e n i e n t l y  f o r ; , o t .  the
i i i s  jr' i.  a n  m u s t  ;«■ let'- ,  o l . j - . a l i  v*di a n u  : u n i t  a l l y  i i o n c . t  o r
8 '
t ie i n  d c - o e i v i n , , r; i mse l  f  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who  read h i m .
"eyi  t., ; h o n e s t y  , a/it! s t n n d i n n  a b o v e  r i l l  o t h r . i f Jt y e r 1 s  
q u a l i t i e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  was the  c a l l  he f e l t  t o  s e r v e  
h i s  c o u n t r y  .
There  were  v e r y  few t h i n g s  which d o y e r  w ro te  t h a t  
d i d  n o t  have  t o  do p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y .  
Even i n  Ids: t r  iv<d 1 1 f e r n t u r e  en h u p l a n d ,  I t a l y  arm in -1 In?! '■ , 
he n e v e r  miss.ed a oh as o -  t.o p o i n t  ',ut where  f r a n c o  hud some­
t h i n g  b e t l . e r , o r  where  he lackf^'  r o m o t h l n r  wiiirdi tie c o u l d  
no t  o b t a i  n i f the  f o r e i  -n c o u n t r y .  Coyer  was auamaut  in
i ns i s 1 1 Tiy t h a t  l o v e  o f ,  and d u t y  t.o o n e ' s  c o u n t r y  must  be
8 7t h e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a l l  a u t h o r s . '  Every  w r i t e r  s h o u l d
HH
f e e l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f o o d  c i t i z e n s h i p .
T h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  and c h a u v i n i s m  were  mixed w i t h  an u n s u r ­
p r i s i n g  a l t r u i s m .
On s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  h i s  t r a v e l s ,  
Coyer  d e m o n s t r a t e d  mercy and k i n d n e s s  a s  he turned  th e  o t h e r
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c h e e k  t o  p e o p l e  who had done  him wronp;. In  I t a l y  he r e q u e s t e d
90mercy f o r  a t h i e f  who had run  o f f  w i t h  h i s  f u n d s .  A n o t h e r
t im e  he hepped f o r  a l e s s e n i n g  o f  s e n t e n c e  f o r  one who had
0 1
d e c e i v e d  h i m  a t  a  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  i n  H o l l a n d . '  At  a  
t h i r d  e v e n t ,  l o y ' T ,  m o r e  t h a n  n i d d l e - a y o d , mot  o u t  ' i f  h i s  
c o a c h :  w h i c h  wa s  ' l e i n . r  l e d  by  a n  o l d  a n d  u n w e l l  I t a l i a n  i n  
a  v e r y  b a d  r a i n - s t o r m ,  i n s i s t i n g ;  t h a t  t h e  o l d  d r i v e r  t a k e  
h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  o n r r . i a . n o  w h i l e  t h e  a h b £  h i m s e l f  l e d  t h e
- - b
v e h i c l e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  u t  t h e  d i  s t a r e * *  i u ‘ o 1 h e  u r x f  I ' a m .  
C o y e r ’ r  v- ; a l k i nr ;  t h e  e x t r a  m i l e  w a s  not ,  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
h i s  n a t u r e  o r  o f  h i . e  p o s i t i o n .
P r i e s t l y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  m o r e  v e r b a l  t h a n  
a c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  a b b ? .  T h e m  wa s  a  d e f i n i t e  e v o l u t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  man  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o w a r d s  t in* m l i p i o u s  i n  C o y e r 1s l i f e ,  
b u t  t h e  c u r v e ,  w h i l e  r i s i r t . p  s h a r p l y  a s  h e  a p e d ,  p l u m m e t e d  
t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  p r a p h  h i s  t e s t a m e n t  i n  what ,  a p p e a r s  
t o  be  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t .  be  wa s  e o n : ;  t a n  t  i n  
h i s  t t e l l e f  i n  o r i g i n a l  s i n .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n s  h i s  
o v e r w h e l m !  n r  s e n s e  o f  r o s p o . i .  bn I i p  p  ,::e c o c a s  L o n a l  1 y 
f o u n d  i t  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  b o a s t  t h a t ,  t h e  '-’I 1' r r . y  was  ' r e  - i. r:  1 
a s  i n i ' - , n l t h o u - d i  h e  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  ts ■ h i • 1 u s  a n  " u b o £ . . .
- n H * i  ̂ ► ■ *s a n s  u s i v i y e  s i r ;  c r u u i  wa s  r e ,  j u r e a  t o  o n e  m-i .  s i  i s  s - a . f '  r . c
11 J f j t ' .Ltmloi i : ;  n o u s  do  d £ ;nuii L r e  r  ?i n o s  s i e v e s  , 
que b iu n  e x i s t s ,  quo l e  nonde e s t  s o n  o u v r a p c ,  
q u ’ i  1  l e  i ; ouvernc  par  c a  p u i s s a n c e  i  s a  s a p e s s e , 
que,* l e  b i e n  v i e n t  de l u i ,  -1 l e  mal de  n o u s .  "9 ?
I f  a n y  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  vru-o n e c e s s a r y ,  C o y e r '  r e f c r s ' i  1
t h e  r p r  ■ s 1 1 o ne  r  t:. o " La  i e  n r  i  uo > ■ " : " L i e u  t . ’ a  f a i t ,  n o u r  I ' a b m r
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b. non pour  l e  c o m p r e n d r e ."  A n y t h i n g  coin ing from t h e  hand
o f  God must  be a c c e p t e d  on f a i t h ,  u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y : dogmas ,
m i r a c l e s , d o c t r i n e . b u t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d o n h t  a n d  ] m r / m
97w h a t  i s  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  o r  s u p e r f i c i a l . '  Ooy- - r  n f \ " T  o ' ’ -  
f ' -u’o i  a n y  r u l e s  f l i p  I > s f. i ■ i ■ u i s  h : n, 1 ■> ■ i. w' -e .  ̂ t h e  a r - e e t .  a b l e  
a n d  t h e  d o u b t ,  f u l .  I s  f a c t ,  h e  f  >um; i- n u p r r : ;  t  i t  i r u n . 
u s e f u l  for -  t h e  p c u  p i c . a s  d i d  V o l t a i r e .  c o y e r 1 b e g u n  t o
d e m o n s t r a t e  ,-t Mon t a i  s ; n e _  1 id' e norl  <• r a t  i on  i n  how many  mi r a c i e r
9  ■v -  ; 1 t  o n e  c o u l d  a c c e p t .  b u r i n s ,  h i s  t r i p  t o  I t a l y ,  ne
a l s o  f o u n d  i t  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  s o  ma n y  M a d o n n a s  is.  s u c h  a
o o
s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e , '  m s  own  b e l i e f s  a  no ’a i s  a t t a c h m e n t  
t o  t h e  e l o p h  n e v e r  . : a u u s  t i ■ s l i  h t e s t  h e s i t a n c y  o n  h i s  
p a r t  w h e n  he  fou. uu s o m " t h  i n g  t o  c r i t i c i s e .
O n c e  a  ; a i r  t iv* ' 0 ( d  h i s t o r i a n  c o n s i d e r e d  i t ,  n e c e s n a r y  
t o  r e p o r t ,  t l i e  b a d  s i d e  o f  what' ,  h e  snv;  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g o o d .  
J o y c »’ 1 i r  t e p  ' • v i 1 pop' -s-  wl i r  ; uad ■ d. n s ' i r - '  ’b r  r  t < - r u n a  . ‘ v ■ i • * 
pu i " ' .e ■ ■’i : h e w t :. i ■ s u p e r  a l  - us.  ■ t:.' ■ f  ■ ■s ' 1 s s  a. : , '  k j p . h  i d  .
d r . a i n e d  n o t  (in l y  H o l y ' s  f u a i s ,  I u  . : l s o  s a p p ' d  brie- l i f e b l u o u  
f r o m  i n n '  f u t u r - ' -  by e o n d e m n i . .( h e r  y o u t d i  t o  t h e  f r o c  o n l y  t o
p e e  t h e m  s p e n d  u s ' 1 l e s s ,  i n a c t i v e  i i y e s  . H e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  m o t h e r s  a  an f a t h e r s ,  i u c r e u s i r y .  t h e  p o p u l  a  t. i  o w a  no 
a d d  I up t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  w e a l t h  .and h . a p p i  riesa;  , ^ ^  J o y e r  war; 
a g a i n s t  t h e  J a s u i s t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b r o u g h t  mu c h  e r r o r  a n d  
u s e l e s s  s u b t l e t i e s  i n t o  r e l i g i o n . ^ * '  He wa s  a g a i n s t  t h e
u r . e l e s s  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  w h o s e  o n l y  p u r p o s e  wa s  t o  a r o u s e
1 01p a s s  i i i s ,  nb e  s i p " ■ rd' i  c i a l  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  s o  a b u n d a n t  i ri I t a l y
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10Ac o n t r i b u t e d  n o t h i n g  to  t h e  b e t t e r i n g  o f  h e r  m o r e s .
C o y e r 1s f r e q u e n t  d o u b t s  p l a c e  him s o l i d l y  i n  the  d e l s  t i c  
camp,  I f  the  Emperor A u g u s t u s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a nn oun cem ent  o f  
t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  s o n  o f  Cod from the  Oracl  >■ o f  D e l p h i ,  why 
‘ iii c o t  : O ' ; : : " act .  “ 1 u u  pr- -m 1 1 ■ r u^ i u o i " ? ^
IV. i s d o u b t  becomes  mor1- r ^r dn i :  oht ci h y • • r 1. rea.l  i s  t i c  n-i-
l i o n a l  i sm o p p o s e s  h i s  r e l i  p i o u s  f a i t ! ' . .  d e p l a c i n q  the  s t a t u e  
o f  Joan  o f  Arc a t  O r l e a n s  should,  b*’ a ' • u n c ,r!! f o r  rail o f  
od-ance , he  s t a t e d ;  " on i . ■ qu 1 ° c f  i c e« • t i e  f i l J e  ( so  L t m i r a c l e  , 
s o l t .  s t ral .apeme p o l i t i q u e )  a f u r l  c o u t  r i b u £  A s a u v m  l e  
.iOyau::.e . "  ̂^ : 1 ;  q u e :: 1.1 o n i  ru a i r  P i s  ■ i • ■ i.:; r:; ar e  a t  f l o e s
q u i t e  w u r l  i l y .  v / u n r - " ;  >,.)>. s m ' s , f  i . p i s  wa s  r ^ n f s r n i  I
. a t ; ,  ,'r. f e l l o w  ; >hi l os  j h e s  . or  a s i m p l e  e x p e d i e n c y  o f  the
moment .
P r e c i s e  u n p r i e r t l y  ■ mples  s u r p r i s e  the  r e a d e r  who i s
e x p e c t  i n / ’ model o p i n i o n s  and b ' t a v i n i ' .  Jhr abb£ s eems  to
t a k e  ple as u re '  in  p r o e m s  t  i n a t  inn  i n h \ s h o i ; ,  a ! f i .
107s.e b e l i e v e d  t n n t  d e v o t i o n  came w i t h  a p e .  s e  s a i d  he
d id  n o t  make t h e  p i  1  pr im ag e  t,n a c e r t a i n  h o l y  s i t e  b e c a u s e
he c o u l d  pray  a s  w e l l  from a f a r  a s  from up c l o s e .  tie a d m i t t e d
t h a t  he wou ld  o n l y  have  s e e n  a m o t t o .  tie c o n t i n u e d ,  repard iny;
a m i r a c l e  wh ich  took  p l a c e  t h e r e ,
" C e t t e  p i e u s e  f a b l e ,  d S t r u i t e  d e p u i s  l o r i y - t e m p s , 
e s t  e n c o r e  une v S r i t S  pour  l e  p e u p l e ;  h e u r e u s e -  
ment e l l e  ne s 9 a u r a i t  l u i  n u i r e . " 1 0 8
The c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  abbf t ' s  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  Church ,
i* 1 c a u s e  he  f e l t  t h a t  a 1  i f e t i  me o f  g e n u i n e  e f f o r t s  had i»een
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c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d  and u n a p p r e c i a t e d ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  h i s  T e s ­
ta m e n t  . 1’o r g e t t i n g  t h e  "do u n t o  o t h e r s "  commandment, Coyer  
s a i d ,  "I l e a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  Church,  w h ic h  g a v e  me n o t h i n g ,
a v ar y  mundane o p i n i o n ,  a s  thoug h  he had e x p e c t e d  m a t e r i a l
- i f  t  s from the  hand o f  Cod.
M a t e r i a l l y ,  J o y  a* had eo-i f> r ’i a l d  v s i t u a t e d  d u r i n g
h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  As a  c h i l d ,  he  had a " n o u r r i e e "  and a
se rv a n t : ,  wno spent  a l o t  o f  t i n e  w i t h  h i m , ^ ^  he was a lwayf
a s s u r e d  o f  an ap a r tm en t  w i t h  the  i.oui Lion f a m i l y .  His  war ­
d ro be  wan a m p l e ,  he had I n s  own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  cook and
1 1 1  1 1 2m a n s e r v a n t . ho a l s o  t r a v e l e d  w i t h  a v a l e t .  In f a c t ,
one o f  th e  r e a s o n s  hr* was a n x i o u s  to  r e t u r n  home q u i c k l y
from h i s  v n y a y e s ,  was that: lie war. fed t o  r e t  hack to  h i s  "c a ­
n i n e  t" and ' u s  f r i e n d s . ^ ’* Hi s  l i f e  was c o m f o r t a b l e ,  but
S i M p l e  .
J o y e r  a l  w a y s  e r!,if>,ye: : *. ’■ o - >d c< t i e r  o f  1 ' f e  y ; mo d -■ rn. i l o r
He smoked enough l.n b* ■ annoyerj vdi-uj the  cim tor is o f f i c i o 1
c o n f i s c a t e d  h i s  t o b a f m o , ^   ̂ He n r e f e r r e t i  go or w>ne to  e a u -
d e - v i e  . and c o m p l a in e d  t o  h i s  i m a g i n a r y  e o r r e s p o n a a n t  o f
the  poor  q u a l i t y  o f  I t a l i a n  c o o k i n g  and b r e a d . ^  He was
a l s o  d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  poor  t r a v e l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  he had t o  en-  
117d u r e .  nor  th e  most  p a r t ,  Coyer  [ i r e f e r r e d  to  t r a v e l  a s
e c o n o m i c a l l y  at; p o s s i b l e .  He s a v e d  money by e a t i n g  t a b l e  
d 1 h o t e  a t  i n n s  l i k e  any m e r c h a n t ,  and p r o f i t e d  by 1  earn inr ;  
more a b o u t  c u s t o m s  and mores  t o  wh ich  he  was n o t  a c c u s t o m e d .  




b e i n g  g e n e r o u s  t o  h i s  o wn  s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  b u y i n g  c u r i o s  a n d
119s o u v e n i r s  t o  t a k e  b a c k  h o m e .  '  h e  a l s o  t r a v e l e d  i n  m o d e r a t e
c i r c l e s  i n  F r a n c e .  H i s  d r e s s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  k i n d  o f  s o c i e t y
h e  f r e q u e n t e d .  C o y e r  a t t e n d e d  a n d  wa s  f a m i l i a r  wi  ' ' f ' a r i s i a n
s a l o n  l i f e  a n d  a  , 7 ' i i t d  1 s o i : '  r  ' M i n u e t  . ‘ f i e  s o c i a l
.■-races,  w o r e  e ‘ ' s a t i n . . ,  !*■ h r  <-i I j  a y e ,  ! wo a i d  ■ t h - a ' C
c a n o e  i f  t h e y  h i 1 i t  vs ■ 11 , f e  we "  . e -: 11 n f l e -  r a t h e r  h o e e d
1 °1at ,  1 *a1 1. r  . m s  won!  d  ii:- ■ c h ■, r ! ' i  ii 'M ■ ■. ■ - a s  a(.  t, i -
7 i t, L er,  a.ml n i e c e .
C h o r e  wa s  a  w o r l d l y  s i d e  {■-. ! ' r  - n a / t r  i d e a s  a n d  anc. ro-
d o s a t  t  i  .'le: ,  t -ha t. ' c u d s  t ■ ; s o r ;  r  i e ■ ■ , ' v n  s i a  >ok , w i. 11. i f c
a s  r  i e i 1 :at  u r  . to r ■. j. ■ ■ !'■ i1!;' o o e a e i  iiS h* d ■ ■ s c  r  i. 1 > ':
t > • a- s i s .  i t s  I y wi t h :  a  e s a l  !t l . t  id,  . ‘ ‘ ' oh a;  s s ‘‘■ o i a  ts a
* a ' s l a l  o l ■ : e 1 s phyr :  L o a l  h r a u t y ,  'not f e l t  * ! : a t  t.’n e  s c u l  o t o r
s h o u l d  h a v f ■ .! e . ■ i a f . d h e r  a s  r 1 1 a  S' 1 wo r n  .  ̂ h r  ad m i r^t i  
ha t : ■ ‘ I ’a a r l  e s  r > r r ; m^r- v. f  < ■" 1 d c ' ■ c a  - ■ ‘ ; ■ L f  h i :
i
■. - - a  v. u. i  y qwal .  L t. is -: . ‘ ’ Ac a  . h e 1 , ; ,■ '■ I ' ■ A I .. i i
T h a l i a i -  r: o n ]  ; ■ t. u r e  v;.as e a r r i ' - h  L l i t .  f a r ,  a " . 1 c a r  oTt ' o n  a r a n
i n  r e  1 i  j_ oi (c a r e a s  w h e r e  c h e i ’ l wo n l  ; h a v e  h. - r j .  ■ ; o r e  ;r.
1 ° "
' : ' ha  I s 1 . Li. t ! c  o t h e r  h a n d  , ! b 1 i , ;h t  c : i n  1 <>■. ■; : . a t
h r  e  p r e t t y  i r i s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t , , - * ' '  o n e  c a n  a l m o s t  s e e  t h e
: r  1 n o n  i . i s  f a r e  w h e n  h e  r s - c o u r t c  a  s hur - h  i n p  a n e r o o t e  a b o u t
oh  a s  i n- ;  t h e  p r o s  t i L u t e s  out .  o f  F l o r e n c e  , a n d  t h e n  c a l  1 t u p
1 y n
t h e m  b a c k  a p y i i n .
F o l l o w i n g .  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  wheat h e  r e f e r s  t o  a s  
M 1 ' s on . ]  e r ^ e  1 " , h e  r  ‘ -1 t e  s ;
1  ?k
I.es p r e m i e r s  hommes n ' o n t  vu qup "Ip Monde 
p h y s i q u e i  1 ' a c t l o n  v l v l f l a n t e  du S o l e l l ,  l e  
Tour Sr l e s  t e n e b r e s ,  l e  c e r c l e  des  s a l s o n s ,  l a  
f e o o n d l t e  In ep u l  s a b l e  de l a  t e r r e ,  l e s  eaux qul  
1 ' a r r o s e n t  & l a  p e n e t p e n t ,  l e s  hommes & l e s  n u t r e s  
anlinaux qul  n a l s s e n t  a s u r f a c e  pour tnour l r .  
comme l e s  f eu 1 1 1 es  y l e s  f r u i t s  pour tomhpr.  "
■ifp-p i s  rou s ‘ ■ eau 1 s1. 1 r  t a t h f  t 1 r  f a l l a c y ,  ■ lownr rad 1 n r man t o
t h e  j / l n r y  n f  n a t u r e ;  t r a r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  man s t r e s s i n g
h i s  I m n o t . e n o e  b e f o r e  o m  \ po f .-Jfl t rfiy-:  h - . i l  s u r r o u n d i n g s .
Th 1 s u n u s u a l  hurs t  o f  t - re-homant  Is  i sm e m a n a t i n g  f rom a
p e a  } 1 ■' t 1 s  M i i ./ n r 1 e n  f e d  , It' n o t  s i o < i „* v , w r i t e r  I s  u n e x  p e e  t. e d
a n d  mak e s o n r:' w o n l  °  r  w h e t h e r  he we no w r o n  v 1 ft h 1 r s e 1 f . j e -
r-pee a M o p  r e r a r h l n r  [’Of-*t r v .
An nt . t i ’ v f a r e '  f i f  1 to ■ po 1 a t 1 o n :' u ' i w i t h  1 h e l'»'R I
w o r l d  was more h u mo r o u s ,  - ■ e r  e a 1 1 ;r ed t h e  v a l u e  o f  ) 1 rh t. -
n e s s  o f  s p i r i t ,  and s t y l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  r e a d e y ' s  I n t e r e s t .
T h e r e  w a s  s l a p s t i c k  h u m o r  I n  t h e  a n e c d o t e  I n  w h i c h  o n e  o f
the  t i n n i t u s l e s  who met t pe l o p e  a 1 one w i t h  f o y e r  on ’h r i s t -
mes d a v ,  f e  1 1 on h i s  f a c e  b e c a u s e  pe was pot  a r r u t. n m e . 1 to
t n e  c e r e m o n i e s ,  1 J More 1 ■ u r i a' 1 e 1n*r we r e  hit- a n e c d o t e s  p e -
smi’d I n r  *hp d p f i n w e r l n r  o *' a m.a 1 d i’n , 1 ‘(i and a n o t h e r  s t n r v
i j ]whoop humor d e r -en ■ * ed nr *'o e a 1 ma f ? e p , 1 ■; p handl e ' *  no f h
t n r ■* Opi i v . dome a t t em Pr :1 at humnr c n 11 u t t e r l y ,  a n 11 nn 1 v
p p p i f p  t-n r e i n C p r o e  t h e  b a r o n  r e  d ' 11 c r u n c h ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  f i ­
v e r  w a s  "ml  e l  d e  \ ' a r  b o n n e  f o u r n e . "  A l w a y s  o n  t h e  l o o k o u t ,  
f o r  I n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  u n u s u a l  a n e c d o t e s  t o  r e p o r t ,  t h e  a h  be  
o f t e n  ’ e a v e s  a s i d e  l l r h t n e s s  a n d ,  l i k e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r s  1 n t i l s  
c e n t u r y ,  t u r n s  t o w a r d s  r r u v e v a r d  .burner ' ,  a n d  m o r b i d  r - r  r o p y  
t a 1 a s  .
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" I f  I had found the- g o l d e n  o a r , ” he  w r o t e ,  "I would  
have  d e s c e n d e d  i n t o  h e l l  t o  f i n d  more news f o r  y o u .  hut  I 
■'■;uf-3 R y o u ' l l  have  t o  be c o n t e n t  w i t h  V e r g i l ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f
Ant’ a; in t h e r  t ime  he  s a i d  l a u r h i n p l y ,  " I  h a d  h o p e d
* : n t V c s u v  Luc wo o l  • ■ > v • i.r: a  f ^ w i : ‘ i u"  c ! ) ■ ".: '  y i . '  t  < ■
1 i .■ t ’■: I Of1 th> V \ ' i * \ ' . ” . ,' ■ > ■: 11o : < • o . p p p ,  C i > 1 —
i e c  t, i ri; e ■ d t u p h s  .
" ! ' ] (■ i 11 ■ t ■ ' i : ’ i\; i < ■ , . • w ' o ' , :
:: i •.k>;• • i i r: ' •■unc , a h ]  t o  . ”
And fd'.u■ t hf p u e  ’. /a,y ;
" L a  v i e  u ' e r d .  p u ' u n  i ,  t ou t .  1 ^ [ ' I ' m v  ,
J 1 ■ n i n s i  p u e  j e  l e  c o u p y  o n u n  i r  , 
b o r c q u '  j 1 e  n j < u i n r a : c . 1 ul.
A p r ^ r u ' . d  , j  1 e n  : ; i d : :  t mr ’ t . a i  n . B
A i l . h i n  t wo  pa.  p m o f  i d - r c i n ,  t . i u n  u f  . . a i l e u ,  t h e  a h : /  i i :  t o
f o u r  v i o l e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  d e a t h s  c o .t:;,s ' wo r a t e d  h.y f u n e r e a l  
1 a c
m o n u m e n t s .  ' A'h : i r  i *; - t h e  c r u c i f i x  -r11 t h e  e r  r! ' Bn p p a  1 a o c
I ■ do^’e 11 e r e c o u n t s  t h a t  : d r ’h e i n r  ■ 11 e waft s n L b  *"0 h a v e
n a i l * 1': a  "! i. t, ■ i a  c ;  ; ■. u i ’d f  r  t. , h a v e  '■,■■,] u f p  i ' i  n,. 1
ni.ij.iy .  ̂  ̂ d o  : t c t  n u r  i >r i r  i a; . noc . . wi . t  o f  a l l  i s  o n e  w h i c h
J o y e r  l a b e l s  a s  ” u u  t. r a  i t  d 1 h n  - l ani  t £  d e  s a v e  sen* d a mn  l a  
1 1 ’1 1 s< 1 f 1 f  i ' n . ” h e r e  d -  w \  t  race > n  , t * ;- > ■ x e e u t i u n  o f  a  c a r -
r  i -i; p  b r i v ' - r  who h a d  h i l l e d  h i e  w i f e .
"L ' i . u n ’o i u ,  u n ; i £  1 ' u n e  n a s s u o ,  _ d ' u . ' .  c o u t .  ; i u ,
l i  f r a p p e  l a  t e m p o ,  1 ' firrOm.ii' ,- , s o  j e t ,  t e  c u r
l u i ,  l e  s a i p u i e ,  l e  c o u p e  . a r  m o r c e a u ,  | u ' i l  s u s ­
p e n d  h d e c  c r o c h e  ts> . " 1 1
C o y e r  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  e x e c u t i o n  1*?c a u s e  i t
c h i l l e d  t r i o n l o o d  o f  t h e  r; t ih (; f a  t, o r 1 w h i l e  5 uj  n ’c s s 1 rp uj jOu h i m
1 I f
t h r *  l p q n n n  n o t  t o  k i l l ,  n n h  y o  t. t  h o  m i l  I t :  y  m a n  s u f f o p o h  
n n t h l r i f ,  T t. w n r  t v  n i t  I n f  n y n m p l o s  o f  w h a t  h o  s a w  I n  o t .  h o i '  
o o u n  1 1- 1 or? a n h  o o n  a  1 h  o p n h  t a a n h  o r  h a h ,  h ' M r f u l  n i '  r h !  1 n i  1 m m  ,
t h a f  'r’o  y * '  r  h o r o ' 1 +  o  n p w  l " p  h i "  o w n  r a i n t . r v  ?>r  p l a n t
~  p  f ■ 1  ' '  1 1 f  h  i ’ t  f j 1 w
. ! ,  j t . ■ r-. , j p (i i "1 r i - f ' 1 ' 1 a ' ' ’ ? Tilt lii'-H 11 * r ■ I - ; , ■ c vii 1 I ri j ’ I J f1 ■ I '
f o r  r p f n i ' T ' ,  i n h i b i t  i  v t ’  o f  h  5 "  " .  °  '  1  , f  1 '  * n  1 n  a  v  a  r * ‘  *  h °  ■ '  o  r f * r  a  1
' 11 ] ? 1 i y i o  r 1 t > ■. a  + : ’r 1 7 o  l * i i ■' ’ 1' 1 ’ o  t n ' j M t ' l - t  i ■■ , . ■ a  i r  h , n  1 ■ ' 1 <' h ? ! V
t i  '  ■ f 11 j  ̂ '  - 1 1 , i i ■ \ t  f  '  o  t ] f - . n  ,  11 ?■ f'"’ f  a  o  * t  > ; a  * i j  ■ ? ■! 0  a  I ' a  r 1 ! ■'' n  ■ 1 y t
: ~ 1/ p  ]  ( 1 1- ' j  1 t ’ f \  j«tt-  • a  p '  ■ p i ' n » ’ a  1 1 * V n o ?  i i n  ' I V  O  f  1 t  • •  o  ]  f
' >,; ? > > ■ ■ ■ r , ", * > . i ' a ■1 t ' 1 ' i * ? 11 ■, i ■ ■ ( * n  i <" i o i • ■, 1 ■ o i j: ■ ■ ■ i > a ’; , w ? i <'
■ ( . ’ i I 1 |  '  • , ! I : • t  ■ ; > , O  t  1 ,  .  r  ’■ . I I ■ ■ I ; , . r  '  , . > J f '  f .  J ■ '  - j f  ; f  f  •
1 a  V ' *  t : ■ ( 1  1 - i ’ f i ’-J >■ * ' o  . , I ] , ' i > f i ]  1 r -  1 , ' r '  j  r  1 a '  ‘ ! '  ,  I *  ■
o  ? ■1 r  1 n i  : p  w  n a  ' !  n  ° a  r ‘ f ' ‘ ’ a  ?" p o a  p  ' . a  ? h  f  ’ a  ' 1 a  p 1' • : 1 t  n  a  t  f o i l  n w  »>,  1 p
i'h ■ I pt  t pp a n  ’ :o r ? o 11 p lv* ,a t y 11 «■' * " f  o  v  ? n a n  I r i 'u  iri '' ''  r f>nt ! p (
t  n , j '  r  i i f i  l ^ i  n u a  ? '  )  ? 7  t  a  ' '  J u p  t * ,  , ' t  '■ * k i t i . i i  I  ■■ p ' V ,  1 a n a  j  m L O  ? a
* a  P  *>-■(-' I ) ' )  t 1 f V ;  ' "  t , ’ I ■ j r ' 1 | 1 ■ 1 f I i; } 1 i ■ j ■ ’> i 1 ) r\ ’ ' f \ t a ' ■ , 1 i ■ - t f  I ■
tnor t o r i g i n a l  ■'iri'1 a ’o i ■ ■ 1 » i i - '  t; ‘ i 1 n** , ‘"it ' h:  r poa » o p \ ' f t
an i* no* '"ov*--p, h t r^'nn o ;■ ( \ p " n o o op r ft i v?1 M a 1 r h t n  1 r'iriy
a  f  i ' , i " o  <■ i , i-' a  i ' ' : ' 1 1 o k i 11 ? i j t , j i" s j ■- j j i ' t  i j ?" 11 a  n r i ' : i  •  f  * *" ? ' '  ? 1 1 <  ■
n  O o h  f o  p i a n o  '• i - n  ? r> p 1 p r>t j ). p ) ' h i  ? o a  ?' t t y I t ' l ' P l  t n r y  , lr,
a not  hoi- vn 1 r, f | jf ■ 1 i-j i'poi| l o a t  Ion ,1 »•<-: opt? .or a pi .an har oh c)n
I’nn 1 i-aipnl anh r r’w o r h ,  m! 1 v rk ot nh w til on < In yo p h 1 m;:o 1 f
a a 1 1 oh  a n  o n  t 1 1 n o W'P t h fi n om r 1 n t o t h p t n 1 1 oh ( wo 1 1 -  pp;i a o n  oh
t'l a n  h 1 o h n r ,n f  1 o n  , ■1 o pp h o  h o 1 1 ho  p a  t.o 1 v k i’ pt  ti i r; i 11 a n  1 ri
• ■ * i* 1 p t n 111 1 1 n f' f  o  pm t 'f* r■ a ’ i*" *. t, ,, w■ t n t h t *i 1 f>a '1 f' t pi> a !■ t 11 ■, '
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working t>asis to so:neone more able  than he.  Where the abb£ 
f e l t  most capable was In n i s  r o l e  as an e r u d i t e  and :noral 
di r e c t o r .  These two a r eas  ro hand in hand with Lover the 
n i s t o r i a n ;  and the h i s t o r i a n  is present  in near ly  every
] ■ i t ■ 1 I j .,!•] i I # "r ■ Hire ft I 1 1 ;/ f1' : UHil ’ Cl ; < d ■"'! I jd f I’. IOC f
the c-ri "ins -if a l l  tils, t op i c s .  ' ‘c -1 up-Lei in i n: i ancon
where a f ac t  was no:, as ho ‘’el!, if should be. ::e ques t ioned 
r-very *.h in,,, as a -.o< ■ •' L ude • 1 1 o'* ' a ’/I und a ,-ood ph j lo.jopht- .
■Jo;.’1 r1 can . t V e t ■ y  ole.-; i • ■. ■ 1. ; ■ a i if v/1 'at ;.t pi. i 1 OS p p i  id
was, h i r  f i r :  t duty nas Li' fpp-r f i o n  e\-ay/ I t  i n, . and be l i eve  
■.oily t. a proof a: id a f t e r 1 ' f.iroii; j * ■ > as: i na t i or:.  ̂ u  muSl.
v-e;- . x ■] til' or-j! "par lop quaiiL^i,  o o i i l h ' f d  J  ^ ib*-
; - a van t can f r »r-:: !; i r> o; • i u i or.s i an pet id e n t 1 y wl thou* i ’ f 1 pence
f ro,n e x i s t  inp. 1 ie 1 : .-fr or  cus tuns . re i s above • • 1 1 u se f u l ;
1 ■ i ’ ’"o ' - ' s t  lu i  t (i a prfiilui*. four l o r  1kv.s ouvra,- ■ ' iu s i ^ c l e . "
" 7* - r t  1 Hi - 1 u i. do. .>0 - ?i 1 -t p.,ml-- p] us b* Id.r-a 
i - r r ' i - i r  i w , '  1 h . i r l r l  vo : ins i f  v^ r i f*  i ' ' i n ­
s t r u c t i o n ,  an ‘ h^nt r r  ,r:>- .dun b ' i n h e r e * .  J ' - ■ ■ ■ r 
l u i  nui , dam Lous le s pays , r r,nd 1 cr  r rands ; 1 nr 
tr.ai t a b l e s  , l es  pep i t s  plus cor: f 1 ■ w is , le - j o r r t  i' 
plus humaiu, I ' hurme li't,- ii: ;o yd us Jit.i y^'i, b  
n a ' i s t r a t  plus ^ola i  r? . M1 ■; P
J i n o  l a  mora le  in " l a  d i l l o u n l : : -  par 1 ' !!•-:  1 " , ! '
in up to !;h" phi l oss  tone t a l l  l: ;i 1 t. . to hi, tl in he j.ushnu
as-ide the a r t i f i c e s  of  piv-cf ip- ,  s a t i r e ,  e \  (Jq no r ic* "■ , and t he
.jiarvelous, and rel i ' -n  or. the s i m p l i c i t y  of  dear;on and ..at ro,
1_ ̂  I' ̂which, sneak Lous l e s  o s p r i t s  uno lanyue i n t e l l i g i b l e , "
oe i nr, i n t e g r a l l y  as sec 1 af^d vj i t,r. d i s cover !  up- and Leach in,, 
aural  t t y,  Mo ; >hil o:;o;,hr bar; i n f l u ’ .iced r<*l i -Ion,
1 7 ^
Tn s p e a k i n g  o f  h o d  , t h e  ph 11  o n o p h e  dnpf i  n o t  u s e  h i m  r-ts 
o n  . ' i r M t i m i ’ .v l e p - l s l n t n r .  I n s t e a d  o f  s a . v l n y ,  " h o n o r  y o u r  
f a t h e r  a m i  m o t h p r  h e  r o u s e  7 or) n r r i e v s  I t , "  h e  s a y s ,  " h o d  o r ­
d e r  I t  t e r m i r e  w i t h o u t  t h i s  p r i m a r y  n a i l  o f  n a t u r e ,  whom
\ ] 1 y n  u 1 o, '.r r* " " I i t "Oc i d  f  I 1 r  ! ■ 1 , ■ ■ ■ y I n  1 Op (■ O t " hi  1 f " ■' , I i , ) t 'n | - _
I ; 1 ' 1 s  It  l i e  r 'i i ). ■ n I t  t i) p p  r  ! t 1 < ■ s  a n ' * ' ■ ' H i n t  r v l d e : '  1 n t n t h fl a  -
1 h rt f'l"’ o f  I 1’ot i t  - ! e  , h o  r  ri i  r  , a u ■ i h ] n o  r i , " 1 ; 'h e  a h s  e n  o o f  ( t i e
"r h 1 1 l v 1 o ! e a r  . ; 1'1 < e  ph. 1 ! q r h o  i s  a *1 °  i s  t , t \  n ' i t h < * i u I * 1 1 r'
W  o 1 ) 1 J ■ 1 ' ' f '  ] } t o  1 1 ' '  ■ 1 ’  P  ’ ■ n  I ; i  l "  o p . )  f o l l o w  h  1 e  Y  r I r p  ;  ■ ] f > ,  ! r 1 f '
'*■’ ) 1 n s  o  r - h o r~ • f  ' i ' s  •' o t  n f ’ i * r i p p l e  ’ ■ o ' n r  , n o t  s  o '. .* r * p • ] 1 t who
. r t ‘ o'. ■ p i t  * - * , ‘ '—  ■ i > r I r ■ v-i *; j i"!1 * * i ’** 1 ) 1 ; i*vi [ - ■ r  * | * r  '  ̂f i  '/ f1 ]' 1 ' i -> wy '
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op'" ) o v o i j  ' t o 1 1 ] a  ̂ | o  > * o  fV> ]-*m *"■ ] p t o o  ■* 1 p 1 i |* (* 11 ; y i r\ *1* o  i ' e  j t P h
y .1 i i \ *i p  , m p  ^ n v f i  p ) 1  - i*1 rn]  ^ o c 1 -t p  ) 1 o t t o e  t n  pi  ] | p fOj n |  "] | o  e  •
*'■■<"■ o  'o , ] l ’ e  t o  o r ,  O i n - o  p - t - ■ , V , r- f- , j . I p y f  r, , ■ ' ] h  tt ) vm, 1  ̂ y, r ■ , - O O tl
■ i t * ’ I p M 1 i * ■ ’ 1 l l \ o ■' t f i, . , r,. f  1 O", 1 t * Y t ■ 1 t ' ’ ; y ,  y » .. ■ W J  t  ! J t  ̂ ^
I; a r  o v t 1 n > *■ i : ) r: v o  ■ I t * -a * : v r ' ■ ■ ■ h  t o o  I u ' u i ’ : ■ i t 1 o n , i 1 ' ■ a prr <1 - j | t , -
I n j n I'Mnpr ( a o ■ 1 ■ ■ -p j < ■, > a i i j p t t r* o f ■ ■. a a o ; f pio p h ' i rrL a f* * * o t >■ \ —
O.o-.  . ] j ' t ■ j ;■■ p * .o . i o  t r > o i i t i . i  : o  > r  1 1 1 ■ i r  i :" i f i f ' n < > * '' o  v f' r  1 ''
1 j j n  n ] o  1 r * i } i > y o  1 11 * l o p ,  ' • o ) p t ' i d  h ) , 1 t o  wh a t tie op 1 ■ i o pe  , I
t I j e.ri |  v n r h l n n ,  a fi ■ i t o o  ■, j ri i ,r o p r o , ) o h '  K ’n 1 I o n  f o p  v * ) ni _
o o 1 f  'pi 1 i l l 1 ’’ i * 1 '' ‘'n r  , 1 , o . , i u 1 ■ I ! e n e r v U ' f ‘ , t h e  a h he  1 f'
r o n f l h p n t .  t . h a t  t ho  p h i  1 n r  o p h e  i s  e a p a  h i e  o f  d e l  1 v e p l n r  t h e
n a t i o n  f r o m  s t i l l  o y l s t ' n v  w r o n g s  In  hi  r  1 s  t 'r u d  e n  a e  , f l r m n e e ,
p o  t 11 1 e 1, ( a n  -1 t 11 o n  1 o ■ v . ■ J*'' 1 ' 1 :1 ri n won 7 e  r  t h a t  h e  f m i r i l
t t - o p h  j i n a o  | h e  ‘' * o o,i ■ a . ' m a i l ,  e  ■ • * i * - 1 p , r p o  ’ i I .
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A l t h o u g h  e x t r e m e l y  s e l e c t  In i t s  m em b er sh ip ,  t h i s  
c r o u p , by h i s  own dfef i n i  1 1 o n , i n c l u d e d  Co ye r .  The abb?  
n e v e r  h e s i t a t e d  t o  c a l l  h i m s e l f  a o h l l o s o p h e . In h i s  s e l f  
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ,  he d e m o n s t r a t e d  the  same b o l d n e s s  o f  pen  
blp t, i n i l i t y  o f  p e r s o n  t .ho 1 s' heuc  1 i n  n y t 1)'-“ ' s. 1 ' - 1’1 S nib
bb'-is  . As 1 r L i j i r 'parat ,  i on i t s ’ b p - p u ' e  > f ’’i s  t ; 'd ",  M “ 
a ■ - s tamen t in*  t h e r e  were  y t r y in;" d e . re  e s o f  on i I o s u p h e s  , 
but o n l y  c o v e r t l y  suy;oes two that.  nr war; ar.orv t h e  l e s s e r  
oi ipt  ^  tot.  o n l y  was !m proud t o  be a member o f  the- a c a d e ­
m i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in bond on and .‘i .anry, but he a l s o  needed  
them f o r  p e r s o n a l  • p . j o r t ,  1 ■ th *c ■ c r a p e  has  r.-p arm to
. wf^t id  ! ; i s  worst  . 1 1  1: ew i s < ■ , i n  ^n ! t o u a l l f b  'o
• e r r  who : .ore the  .dial  1 -• ,y.i on, s a 1 w -i f : ! ; i l u r , i :n> . " Le r
1": i i 1 os  o pu es  ;.c .s : 1 u i . : r .  - - . ;.a.' : . s i s  1 1 h ; : .i .* t e  t £ i n bJ i pw
1 r c
t- l ^ v  In v o i s  ; .k',ir . " ■' In y o '  a l w a y s  s ■. t i ‘ : i s
r o l -  f* p n ' - M  ' b r - ; > p .  ’h. s j . f c  f , s -  ‘ f . -  ; r u ’ . f '  . "■ . s d r .
. , f o r  ' h. un: ; - '  Is 1 ' s i c  S: ,d - 1 1  : b i t s  ■ i r r  is r ;
r a l  ; a: ; wh w.  b- wa s  s '  - . s o b r  : , a i  c  1
f a t s / ,  a c  r  o r  1 i n  t s* a  l " t t " r  vf i . c  J l ; v r  r  ' ' i t e s ,  i i n  r ^ , ;
'-■in d e f e n s e  in sa 'V ban '"  wb- s  t ' s' 1  ̂ wanted t o  j u s t i f y
j
n i s  r e p o r t  o n  ra t . a tjo s i a r  i s t i ! , ; ;  , ‘ 1; , ;  o r  c o n s  i l e r e , . h i . : ; -
s e l f  a  u h l l o s o p h e  i . bobs  wo n !  so l e a d .
Ii; ail a l . so sv  o /  i n t e  at. i a l  f  ■ r ; ■ .m o f  c h o i s -  , 1 i - >.
by tfric o' - i i los .orhy that, he set.  up.  b i s  ,,>re f** r*e y, t  in ' i. P'rvi-
1  r-r-b o r e  wa s  far* n o r o  ph i 1 o s o p h  i o a l  t h a n  t h e o l o g i c a l .  '  " h e  
'■hi >s e  h i s  f r i ’ss-. Is ' . irs-n ■ t h o s - -  who h a d  "u i - " f r i t ,  o u l t i v ^ ,
1 8 0
* * I f  p
uiip amp b o n n e t c ,  dec  moeurs  s i m p l e s " .  ' To t h e  g r e a t e s t
p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t  he a l s o  c h o s e  hi i s  r e a d i n g  a u d i e n c e ,  b e c a u s e
r n
v.rote  f o r  "der re  nr; S e a l i r £ s ".  ’ 'Joy^r p l a c e ' 1 h i m s e l f
on an r o u a l  p l a n e  w i b 1 -’a t y  whan ' r  ’. / r o l e  in h i s  f a v o r .
' v h i s  c h o i c e o f  a ■' ■ ■ i ■'u: s , 1 V: o a 1 !  ̂ f 11 r 1 ■ " 1 r : ■ 1  y by t h o s e
l i n e r  wh i ch r i d e  a l l  oh i l o s e  p. s r : bo sou,  .t.t ; m* »<j fb ■, 1
he an tori v; iM: lea:a • , he l e t  d a t a r e  be hi:.; g u i d e . He e v e n
1 V)d e v e l o p e d  a p1 ■ i 1 o r o p h i c a l  p r o -; ■;d i ;m f o r  s e a s i c k n e s s .
b o y c r  was a oh 1 1  oS opne . sn s  a i r . ;  a t e a c h e r ,  an
ii i s t o r  i a r  , r urad ' a i e i a n , a Ko\a] . abide ,  a pro ac.he r , an  
* ■:; s ay i s : La . • a. ,, :Vi 1: j  ;m.s _:_p l e t!. P C  w i t.h a ppofuuru:
1 e .. i ■ m *h ■. ■:. ! ; '"rvi  : ia ; a in.! . His  ha : ms t.y na u se a  a 1 ' t ...
report ,  e v e r y  t l . i : -  L n c l u n ia y  h iti .sel  f j art. as  he saw i t .
;. e ;.iade r.o pro Ionises a b o u t  b i s  p e l  f -  j ud • emeu I.. !b» eu.rr i 0 :1'*’
' . i m s e l f  a ■uni’ ' 1 than a 7e q u a t e  wr i imr f whose  t a l e n t .  r p l a c e d  
Id'i  a no te '  rp] \ \ ,  fa. saw -  : :u. s a d  i" r"  o f  h i s  .
"• . i s  s e eo j .  ; any ' i • in  : s u :n rf"; h i ; ; .  . 1 . • • ■ r * :■ 1 f f V s e i
the  f i ’us t.. ra 1. 1 . ai no ..man 'u  s ■■a no or  th i rd - r a t e  a r i l f - s :  whose
a m b i t i o n  and r e a l  have  ■ i vc . r j , :i ■ oa l  r wh ich  t h e y  w i l l  
n e v e r  a t t a i n .  I f  the.;  h n v  onc e  !ast..ed g lcy ipe  , t hr-; !!;i 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  i n t e n s i f i e d .  Jo ye r  was r r a t e f n l  t o  a 
f a u l t  f o r  the  hotiom; he each a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  an
academy v/as a m l  f  _c  f  fai  ■ i ny; and hu m bl i ng  e x p e r i e n c e ,  f i l s  
it ode s t y  was a t  t i m e s  t i n g e d  w i t h  1 i  t t e r n e s s . fie saw i n j u s t i c e  
i n  the  unequa l  a b i l i t y  o f  tb^ p u b l i c  w h ic h  jud ged  him,  in  
p rr .!!. i 1 :pi ; i"i'.hi;:;'  I’r ; ■; h i s  f e l l o w  a u t h o r s ,  anu La ; f  -
; ;■ ( ■; a 1 s > y ub  o''  who: • ■ i ’: f 1 u*1 s' ■ “ m u l  i ‘sa v ** >,, , , ■ , .  1 -
i b i
t o  h im.  V a c i l l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  b o l d n e s s  and t e m e r i t y ,  s e l f -  
a s B u r a n c e  and l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e ,  s u c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  in  
v i s i b l e  i n  h i e  s t y l e ,  wh ich in an u n e v e n  in  q u a l i t y  a;; 
were  i;i t moodc,  A el 'v- i  p ''-xamir.at i on o f  Coy  r h ;  s i y l e  and
] ' t 1 . i l l  '  . ; i i ’ ■ 1 '  ■ ■ ' ” 1 ' ' 1 e ■ W ■ ■ ■' I ! !. ' i r- ■ : '■ ' ' ■ j
1 i n  • >v;-; t i n e  '  ■ ■ ’ " . •> f ‘ - •: l v  u i  n  1 ■ 1 ( ■ i n i '  ' o  ! ! ' f ‘ . "
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CHAPTER IV 
AN EXAMINATION OF COYER'S STYLE
During more than three decades, the abb£ Coyer turned, 
out twenty-five literary works. They were all in prose.
The majority appeared first in short, pamphlet form, as If 
to test the public before their publication in a more uni­
fied edition. Some were daring and were suppressed, if not 
condemned, and often did not endure. Others lived dignified 
lives as works written on commission and endured both time 
and criticism. Still others, although nobly intended, were 
less interesting and faded unnoticed with each passing year.
If one looks at Coyer's work as a unit, a rather obvious 
evolution in style becomes apparent.
There are three periods in Coyer's writing which 
show the changes that took place in his approach, language, 
and ideas. The first period covers thoe e pamphle ts wh i oh 
eventually composed the Bagatelles morales. They were all 
successful from the very first. He wrote four of the seven 
feullles volantes the first year. Two were suppressed and 
were not included in the collection.^ The other two enjoyed 
immediate popularity but were so close to the works of several
other authcrs, that their success is due only in part to
2Coyer. As a unit appearing over a seven year period,
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i n ; ;
t h e s e  f r i v o l o u s  p a m p h l e t s  a r e  l l w h t ,  w a y ,  anr!  w i t h o u t ,  r e a l
s u b s t a n c e .  F r o m a  s a l  o n - l i k e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  C o y e r  move d  I n t o  a  
m o r e  s e r i o u s ,  m o r e  s o l i d  s t a w e  o f  w r l t l n w  w h i c h  l a s t e d  t w i c e  
a s  l o r i v  a s  h i s  f i r s t  p e p l n d .  f t  s h o w e d  a peri r l  eerier]  t V p » -  
i -f' r  1 ' *n c (> • i rv ' <•’ n s o 11 r a v e . | t V ■ '; I' i ■ e ; ■c' . . h < ’ ' Che  was more ■' 1 -
v o  r  s  r’ . ■ 1 s  o p  i d  n  i 1 : ■ ! ■ t r  ■' ' c  o  ] y i r i  t I o t i  I h i t  i c a n d  " ph  1 l o r n -
nh 1 c a 1 ” , ( I . e . ,  1 n f  i u r̂; c o . ! ’ ■ v t he r r op <'i! c #■ aru 1 w r i t i n g s  of'
t ho ph 1 1 o s  o r-h e s. , ) ■:o re 1 '' ' h v ‘'i' * h *1 ' T ^ n i n r  anil 1 *a ’ h 1 s t <i r -
l an o f  h'1 r ovri  nrr1 a n c i e n t  t i tpT' . ' I 'nci - i '  rut Mo o t  h'ri" '‘h'""ild 
h«i i/o y e t h e  op op w h 1 eh ee pane  e< \ h i 1' pop 1 t l on Ip t h»‘ ran k s
ri f t l i p -.j fi 1 l > n o, yjf | v/ i ' ]  t i m"'  * -l i t * I i o  f ' r  ' vt '  1 n l  r' r ■ 1 ; c  o e  p p o f  t mo
: • • h ■ ■ ' t '  e  1 1 i ' ' ■ > ■ a  1 P r : > ; i '  ' i ' i i  1 * i o  ’ i ] 1 I ' ■■' f 1 ' r t • a r i d  1 ’ w a  " p. r > T | 1 ■ f ’ —
t a r ’ p ■ ‘ *■ n o ' i r\ n ,' o "lie ' ' is* * » ■ n v'>'i >-r o *' I i i 11 i ’ f e show ' ‘ o y e p
1 * h a t 1 c ) ed 1 >n a 1 n a + 1 on , fC '' r h'iri;s'.|  1 ri '■ r ' r 1 t and
’.a f a n 1 1 t v , :;e can d n no f  o pr t h a n  po f  ] er  t u : on t -r i n m  h i e
l a s t  o v r ■, * p 1 e f i ' ■ e r; ’ ■ i' v a «■ <" ’ ‘ o f , o r ■ a n * r 1 ■. ■ t a > ' f r  a n 1 -
a t o o t i .,. v an T ' p p. , a ■ Is  > ■ • • r  , -a j t 1 n , • --e . < < , : ■ ,
n l s  t'Pn i p o r t  tail 1 e 1 t ■ v ■ ' " ope  o Pan r e d  ! ( ‘r"n'i  : 1 ' * y . ;\n
u n  c h a  r n c  t. e p  1 s  M  c ‘T d  t o  a f  a * 1 ri r  e a p e e p  a r  i i m r P  i ^ 1: 1 ' f  1 -
T i l  t -i I i -1 1 c a t 1 on , a 1 t hre; n t t - \ a t o t o  t tii i pes  s ■: : 1 i r : 1 o a n-
1 -a pep f l y  M c l n s  n (' n 1 1  ! t 'a"i rv p p e p e n r e .  C o v e r  t . a f e p  ap a 
f  1 pe v p e n  I n  a n  * ‘ I ’ 1 r d1 a n v o f  1 n ” ’ 1 1 va f 1 fin f e d  b y  •! 1 s  i 1 1 u s  1 o n  -
men f , a n d  d n v n  s  n l s  per-p! 1 ri >r fi ud 1 e n  c  e  a s  tie d . . e - . t h e  d i r n s d i
In  h i s  T e n  t a m e r  t , W h i l e  f a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  
a n d  I d e a s  e a-inrun pk  e d  h i s  " n  t  1 r f 1 ! I 1 f’ t a r v  c a r e e r ,  t h e  r e m i t . ; :
o f  t h e  r  h a n  v  1 n r 1 ’o  y e  p  a  p »■ ( " d C ' i d  I n  t h ' 1 t h r e e  t r  1 c i h ' ,
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D ftc o u v e r te  de  l a  p l e r r e  p h l l o s o p h a l e  s y m b o l i z e s  t h e  
body o f  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s . The i d e a  o f  d i s c o v e r y  was e x c i t i n g  
f o r  C o y e r ' s  c e n t u r y .  I t  w ou ld  n a t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t  h i s  c o n ­
t e m p o r a r i e s .  What C oyer  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s c o v e r  f o r  h i s  r e a d e r s - -  
b e c a u s e  f o r  him i t  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  but  o f  
r e v e a l i n g  a known f a c t - - i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h ich  e x i s t s ,  n o t  
h i d d e n  b u t  d i s g u i s e d ,  i n  and a r o u n d  a l l  t h o s e  who w i l l  r e a d  
th e  B a g a t e l l e s . The p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  s t o n e  i s  a way o f  l i f e  
b u i l t  upon t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  an u n o b t a i n a b l e  h a p p i n e s s .  E v e r y ­
one b e l i e v e s  he  knows what i t  i s , and s e t s  a b o u t  f i n d i n g  
t h a t  i n t a n g i b l e  q u a l i t y  composed o f  f a c a d e s ,  d i s g u i s e s ,  
d i s h o n e s t y ,  weak m oral  c h a r a c t e r ,  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  and w a s t e ­
f u l n e s s .  Coyer  c h o s e  h i s  t i t l e  c a r e f u l l y .  The B a g a t e l l e s  
a r e  i m a g i n a t i v e  f a n t a s y  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  aim o f  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h e  d e f e c t s  i n  " l a  m o r a l e " .  They charm t h e  r e a d e r  by t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  f l a v o r . They a r e  a tnusing  and h u m o r o u s . T h e i r  s t y l e  
i s  s i m i l a r  t o  s a l o n  g a m e s ,  d e v l n e t t e s . and t h e  s u c r e r l e s  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  a t t r a c t  and p l e a s e  t h e  s o c i a l l y  S l i t e  a r e  a b u n d a n t .
As a  g r o u p ,  t h e s e  p a m p h l e t s  s h a r e  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
f r e q u e n t l y  t o o  s i m i l a r .
Each one r e p e a t s  t h e  same l i s t s  o f  c r i t i c i s m s .  W hile  
Coyer u n d o u b t e d l y  saw r e p e t i t i o n  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  g u i s e s  a s  
sou nd  p e d o g o g i c a l  t e c h n i q u e - - d r i l l i n g  o v e r  and o v e r  up t o  
t h e  p o i n t  o f  s a t u r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l e s s o n  t a u g h t - - m a n y  t i m e s  
he d i d  n o t  v a r y  t h e  g u i s e s  enough  t o  a v o i d  r e d u n d a n c y .
E e t t r e  & pp g r a n d  and Le 1 1  re  & une j e u n e  dame n o u v e l l e m e n t
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m a r lS e  a r e  c a r b o n  c o p i e s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e i n g  t h e  a d d r e s s e e . They b o t h  sp e a k  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  
i n  a t f e t e - & - t S t e  i n  w h ic h  Coyer r e p e a t s  w i t h o u t  any  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  what s h o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  a good c i t i z e n ,  a model  
s p o u s e  and p a r e n t ,  a  magnanimous n o b l e ,  and p r o p e r  c o m p o r t ­
m e n t .  Each u s e s  t h e  same l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e s :  r h e t o r i c a l
q u e s t i o n s ,  p r e c i o u s  l a n g u a g e ,  k n o w le d g e  o f  c u r r e n t  s a l o n  
am usem ents  and r e p e a t e d  i m p e r a t i v e s .  Most s i m i l a r  i s  t h e  
r e v e r s a l  t e c h n i q u e  where th e  a u t h o r  i r o n i c a l l y  s t a t e s  one  
t h i n g  w h i l e  o b v i o u s l y  m ea n in g  a n o t h e r .  N o t i c e  t h e  s i m i ­
l a r i t y  i n  s t y l e ,  i d e a s ,  and l a n g u a g e :
( G ran d):  "Vous n ' a v e z  que q u a t r e  v a l e t s  de
chambre q u i  ne s o n t  p a s  mieux m is  que d e s  Gen-  
t i l s h o m m e s  de P r o v i n c e  un peu £ t o f f $ s .  Vous  
d e v r i e z  du m oins  l e u r  a p p r e n d r e  q u ' i l  n ' e s t  
p a s  j o u r  & h u i t  h e u r e s . " ^
{ Dame):  "Si  i e  v o u l o i s ,  Madame, Je v ou s
p e r d r o i s  de r e p u t a t i o n  s u r  v o t r e  v i e  du ma­
t i n .  On vous  t r o u v e  l e v ^ e  & h u i t  h e u r e s . . .
Vos femmes s o n t  S t o n n l e s  d ' e m p l o y e r  p l u s  de
temps & s ' a j u s t e r  e l l e s - m & m e s , q u ' 2i p a r e r
l e u r  M a ? t r e s s e . " 5
A n o t h e r  s h a r e d  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  i s  th e  e l e ­
ment o f  c h an g e  o r  d i s g u i s e ,  s o m e t h i n g  r e n d e r e d  more e x c i t i n g  
by a s u p e r l a t i v e  w h ich  s u g g e s t s  a  f l e e t i n g  t h r i l l .  T h e i r
t i t l e s  d e c e i v i n g l y  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  m a r v e l o u s  ( 1 1Ann&e m e r v e l l -
l e u s e ) .  m a g ic  (La Magie  d f o o n t r S e ) .  raascarade  ( Leg M a s q u e s ) .  
e n j o y m e n t  ( P l a i s l r  Pour  l e  p e u p l e ) .  and an  e x o t i c  p l a y l a n d  
( D f tc o u v e r te  de 1 1 i s l e  f r i v o l e ) .  The d i B g u i s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  
a s  t r a n s p a r e n t  a s  " th e  e m p e r o r ' s  new c l o t h e s "  i n  w h ic h  e v e r y ­
one s e e s  t h e  r e a l  p e r s o n ,  n a k e d l y  v i s i b l e  down t o  t h e  s k i n ,
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b e c a u s e  h i s  g a r m e n t s  a r e  o n l y  a n  i m a g i n a r y  f a c a d e ,  c o v e r i n g  
up g r o t e s q u e  t r a i t s  f o r  h i m s e l f  a l o n e .  I n  a t h i r d  e p i s t o ­
l a r y  p a m p h l e t ,  La Magle  d&montr&e. a  J e w i s h  t r a v e l e r  a l l  
t o o  n a i v e l y  c a l l s  "magic" what a r e  b l a t a n t  f o i b l e s  i n  
s o c i e t y ^  m akeup. The e l e m e n t  o f  c h a n ge  i s i m p o r t a n t  a s  
a  r e c u r r i n g  them e:  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  d i s g u i s e  ( M a s q u e s . M a g l e )
and r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  r o l e s  o f  men and women, w h ic h  he c a l l s  
h e r m a p h r o d i t i s m  o n l y  i n  A s t r o l o g u e . a l t h o u g h  t h e  t o p i c  a p ­
p e a r s  i n  1 1Ann&e m e r v e l l l e u s e . M a g le . P l a l s l r  pou r  l e  p e u p l e . 
and D & couverte  de  1 1 I s l e  f r l v o l e . One b e g i n s  t o  wonder  
why C oyer  was s o  r e d u n d a n t  i n  theme and s t y l e ,  and c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y ,  why t h e  p u b l i c  t o l e r a t e d  i t ,  s i n c e  i t  was t h e  
B a g a t e l l e s  w h ic h  h o i s t e d  t h e  a b b A 's  name and p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  
t h e  f o r e f r o n t .
The p a m p h l e t s  were  l e s s  n o t i c e a b l y  r e p e t i t i o u s  b e f o r e  
t h e y  w ere  p u b l i s h e d  a s  a u n i t .  As th e  p u b l i c  r e a d  them 
one by o n e ,  by an anonymous a u t h o r ,  t h e  r e a d e r s  r e f l e c t e d  
l e s s  upon t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  w o r th  t h a n  upon t h e i r  t o p i c a l i t y .
They w ere  l i g h t  r e a d i n g  i n  a p r e f e r r e d  g e n r e , ^  s o m e t h i n g  
o f t e n  d i s c u s s e d  a t  s o c i A l  g a t h e r i n g s .  To d i s c o v e r  why 
Coyer  c h o s e  t h i s  s t y l e  and g e n r e  w i t h  a l l  i t s  d e f e c t s ,  i t  i s  
o n l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  b l a z i n g  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  f i r s t .
L 1Ann&e m e r v e l l l e u s e  had t h r e e  im m ed ia te  e d i t i o n s .  When t h e  
abb& saw t h a t  t h i s  was what c o u l d  rew ard  him w i t h  h i s  d e s i r e d  
" g l o i r e " , h e  saw no r e a s o n  t o  c h a n g e .  The r e a s o n  a l l  t h e  p i e c e s  
a r e  m o r a l i z i n g  i s  s t i l l  more o b v i o u s :  C o y e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h
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the J e s u i t  brothers had d e a lt  In te g r a l ly  with 1ft m orale.
For ten or f i f t e e n  years he had been p ass in g  on the 
duke's ch ild ren  what he h im se lf  had thoroughly learn ed .
T h is  e v o l u t i o n  f o l l o w s  e a s i l y  i n t o  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  when we 
know t h a t  e v e r y  one  o f  Coyer* s p u b l i  c a t  I o n s  had a d i d a c t i c  
e n d .  The abb® was f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  h i s  f o r t e  h a p p e n e d  t o  be 
w here  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  l a y .  From t h e  t im e  t h e  p a m p h l e t s  
a p p e a r e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  B a g a t e l l e s  m o r a l e s . a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  
g e n e r a l  p o p u l a r i t y  c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e  c r i t i c s  b e g a n  t o  f i n d  t h e  
a u t h o r ' s  w e a k n e s s e s .
The g o o d  and bad q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  B a g a t e l l e s  a r e  w e l l  
m ix ed  t h r o u g h o u t  e a c h  p a m p h l e t .  A l l  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  h a v e  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a t t e n t i o n - d r a w i n g  b e g i n n i n g s .  F i v e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  
p a m p h l e t s  i n  t h e  1 7 5 ^ e d i t i o n  b e g i n  w i t h  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
T h is  t e c h n i q u e  i s  e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  q u e s t i o n s  t e n d  t o  s p e a k  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  e v e n  when t h e y  a r e  o f  a g e n e r a l  n a ­
t u r e .  A l s o ,  a  q u e s t i o n  n e e d s  an a n s w e r ,  and t h e  r e a d e r
must  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  he i s  s a t i s f i e d .
( P i e r r e  D h l l o s o p h a l e ):  * 1 1  y a un m o is  que j e
b a l a n c e ;  t r a v a i l l e r a i - j e  & p e r f e c t ! o n n e r  l e s  
P a n t i n s . ou & m e t t r e  l a  F r a n c e  h  s o n  a i s e ? “7
“What i s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  F r a n c e  7 “ t h e  r e a d e r  a s k s  h i m s e l f .
( M a g l e ):  “Que f a i s - t u ,  Ben Josu®?"^
"Who i s  t h i s  f o r e i g n e r ,  and who i s  w r i t i n g  t o  him?* s a y s  th e
reader.
( P l a l s l r  pour  l e  p e u p l e ) :  "Le p e u p l e  q u i  par
s e s  t r a v a u x  e s t  l e  s o u t l e n  de l ' E t a t ,  n ' a - t - i l
pas  d r o i t  aux d ® l a s s e m e n t s ? " 9
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"What kind o f re laxation ?*  asks the nobleman.
( Grand) : "Oubliez-vous que vous fctes n#
g r a n d ? " 10
Here i s  f o o d  f o r  s c a n d a l .
( 1 1 I s l e  f r l v o l e ):  "L 'A m ira l  Anson v i e n t  de  
d o n n e r  au P u b l i c  l f H i s t o i r e  i n t e r e s s a n t e  de 
s o n  v o y a g e  a u t o u r  du Monde; m ais  p o u r q u o i  a -  
t - i l  v o u l u  r e u s  d f tr o b e r  l a  c o n n a i s s a n c e  d ' u n e  
I s l e  que l a  N a tu r e  a  formfte pou r  nous comme 
p o u r  l u i  ?"11
T h is  l a s t  o p e n i n g  r e g a r d s  a t o p i c  o f  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t ,  and
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  b e i n g  m i s t r e a t e d .  He w i l l  r e a d
on t o  f i n d  o u t  w hat  t h e  w r i t e r  i n t e n d s  t o  do a b o u t  i t .  An
e x a m p le  o f  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  C o y e r ' s  work i s  o b v i o u s  i n  a
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e s e  o p e n i n g s  w i t h  t h e i r  d u l l ,  f o r c e d  e n d i n g s .
( P i e r r e  p h i l o s o p h a l e ):  "Je demande & p r S s e n t
s i  une s o u r c e  d* a r g e n t  t o u j o u r s  c o u l a n t e ,  n ' e s t  
p a s  l a  v r a i e  P i e r r e  p h i l o s o p h a l e 7*12
f 1 1Annfte m e r v e l l l e u s e ):  *Tous l e s  s i f i c l e s  s e n -  
t i r o n t  l e  b i e n f a i t  i n e f f a b l e  de l 'A n n f te  m e r v e i l -  
l e u s e . " 1 3
( P l a l s l r  po u r  l e  p e u p l e ) : "Et e n  s ' o c c u p a n t  pour
l e _ P e u p l e , i  1 [_ F o k i l  t r a v a i l l  e pou r  l a  p o r t i o n  du 
P u b l i c  l a  p l u s  v f t r i d i q u e ,  & q u i  d i t  l e  p l u s  b r u s q u e -  
ment c e  q u ' e l l e  p e n s e . " l 4
S i n c e  t h e  t i t l e s  h a v e  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  body o f  t h e  pamph­
l e t ,  and t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  o n l y  i n  th e  
o p e n i n g  and c l o s i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  w h ic h  s a n d w ic h  C o y er* s  
m o r a l i z i n g ,  t h e  f i n a l  s e n t e n c e  becom es  a d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  
t o  u n i f y  t h e  l e a f l e t  and r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t i t l e .
J u s t  a s  Coyer* s  o p e n i n g  and c l o s i n g  s e n t e n c e s  and p a r a g r a p h s  
t e n d  t o w a r d s  a s e t  p a t t e r n ,  s o  do t h e  form atB o f  t h e  
f e u l l l e s  v o l & n t e s .
The e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  u s e e  o n l y  t h r e e  b a s i c  
p l a n s .  The l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  Grand and t h e  J e u n e  dame n o u v e l l e -  
ment m a r in e  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  e p i s t o l a r y ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  p r o b i n g ,  
and c h i d i n g .  He h a s  d i v i d e d  t h e  P i e r r e  p h i l o s o p h a l e  and P l a l  
s i r  p o u r  l e  p e u p l e  i n t o  c o n v e n i e n t  l i t t l e  p a c k a g e s ,  e a c h  
t i n y  c h a p t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  a s i n g l e , s i m p l e  i d e a ,  s o m e t im e s  
o n l y  a s  l o n g  a s  a  p a r a g r a p h .  T h is  i s  h i s  m ost  w e l l - p o l i s h e d  
a p p r o a c h ,  w i t h  l e s s  r e d u n d a n c y  and more t i g h t l y  k n d t  com­
p o s i t i o n .  T 1Ann&e m e r v e l l l e u s e  and La Magle d fa ion tr f te  h a v e  
n o t  e v e n  t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  a  p a t t e r n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y  ram b le  
r e p e a t ,  d r a g ,  and a r e  more a r t i f i c i a l .  I have  p u r p o s e l y  
o m i t t e d  1 1 I s l e  f r l v o l e  and Le S l & c l e  p r e s e n t . The fo r m e r  i s  
an  a b e r r a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  by i t s  q u a l i t y ,  
q u a n t i t y  and f o r m , C o n s i d e r e d  by some a s  t h e  b e s t  o f  th e  
g r o u p ,  1 1 I s l e  f r l v o l e  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t a l e  i n  
s t y l e  and l e n g t h .  The m o r a l i z i n g  i s  more c o v e r t ,  and t h e  
u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t  u n u s u a l  and i m a g i n a t i v e .  Le S j > c l e  p r e s e n t . 
t h e  o n l y  b a g a t e l l e  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  a s  a f e u l l l e  v o l a n t e  b e f o r e  
t h e  1754  e d i t i o n ,  i s  t h e  l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  C oyer  t h e  f r i v o l o u s ,  
s u g a r y  a u t h o r  and C oyer  t h e  f o r t h r i g h t ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c r i t i c .  
I t s  t i t l e  d i s g u i s e s  n o t h i n g .  A l t h o u g h  o n c e  a g a i n  b e g i n n i n g  
i n t e r r o g a t i v e l y ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t s  p l a n  d i f f e r s  from t h e  s t a n ­
d a r d  Coyer  a p p r o a c h .  He o p e n l y  p r e s e n t s  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on  
e v e r y  f a c e t  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  1 i f e  from c i t y  p l a n n i n g ,  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  t o  m u s i c ,  r e l i g i o n  add l u x e . 
C l e a r l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k in d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  w hat  C oyer
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had p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d ,  t h i s  p a m p h le t  i n  I t s  t u r n  s e t s  
t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  w hat  f o l l o w s .  H ow ever ,  I n  t h e  body  o f  t h e  
p i e c e ,  a s  i n  p r e c e d i n g  and f o l l o w i n g  p a m p h l e t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  t e l l t a l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i t s  a u t h o r  r e g a r d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  l a n g u a g e  and i m a g e s .
Two i t e m s  s t a n d  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r s  when we l o o k  a t  t h e  
d e t a i l s  o f  C o y e r ' s  s t y l e :  s i m p l i c i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  s t e r i ­
l i t y ,  and a  n e c e s s i t y  t o  r e m a in  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  The 
l a t t e r  i s  a l s o  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  f o r m e r . Coyer* s s e n t e n c e s  
a r e  l o n g  i n  n a r r a t i v e  form and s h o r t  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  e x ­
p o s i t i o n .  A l l  v e r b s  a r e  s i m p l e  and u n m o d i f i e d .  Most a r e  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  I n d i c a t i v e  or  f u t u r e , w h ic h  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  
f e e l i n g  o f  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  H is  u s e  o f  i m p e r a t i v e s  and i n f i n i ­
t i v e s  i s  p r o d i g i o u s .  They a l s o  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t .  A l l  
f o u r  t y p e s  o f  v e r b s  add t o  t h e  p r e c i s i o n ,  c l a r i t y ,  and s t a c c a t o  
e f f e c t ,  w h ich  he  u n d e r l i n e s  by f r e q u e n t l y  u s i n g  them i n  l i s t s .  
Such  l i s t s  have  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  e f f e c t  o f  r e d u n d a n c y ,  e v e n  
i f  what  h e  l i s t s  i s  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  m ean in g  and f e e l i n g .  
The r e a d e r  has  t h e  I m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  was i n  a  h u r r y  
t o  g e t  a l 1 h i s  i d e a s  down a t  o n c e , w l t h o u t  t a k i n g  t h e  t im e  
t o  co u ch  them i n  r i c h e r  s u r r o u n d i n g s . So many i n f i n i t i v e s  
remove t h e  p e r s o n a l  e l e m e n t  and add t o  t h e  s t a r k , p r e a c h i n g  
e f f e c t .  More l i s t s  o f  i m p e r a t i v e s  and i n t e r r o g a t i v e s  r e s u l t  
i n  a c e r t a i n  b r u s q u e n e s s  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s t a c c a t o .
He h e a p s  up nouns i n  t h e  same m anner.
( I n f i n i t i v e s ) :  " E s t - o n  e n c o r e  f t t o n n i  de l e s
v o i r  / l e s  femmes7 , l a  s p h e r e  d a n s  une m ain  & 
l e  compas dan s  1 *a u t r e ,  m e s u r e r  ou a r r a n g e r  l e
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Monde, de l e s  v o i r  a n a t o m l s e r  l ' a m e ,  ou f o u l l l e r  
d a n s  l e  s e l n  de  l a  m a t i S r e  pour  y  t r o u v e r  d e s  
M onades ,  & a c c r S d l t e r  L e i b n i t z ? " 1 5
C I n t e r r o g a t i v e s ) :  "Que f a i s l e z - v o u s  d im an ch e
d e r n i e r  d a n s  v o t r e  P a r o l s s e ,  & d l x  h e u r e s  du 
m a t i n ?  DijS.  h a b i l l & e ' .  Et  q u i  l e  c r o l r a ?  S a n s  
s a c 1. E s t - c e  a l n s i ,  e s t - c e  a d i x  h e u r e s ,  e s t - c e  
dans  s a  P a r o l s s e  q u ' u n e  femme de c o n d i t i o n  e n t e n d  
l a  M esse?  E s t - i l  b i e n  v r a i  que v o u s  a s s l s t e z  
aux v £ p r e s ? " l 6
( I m p e r a t i v e ) :  "C ela  f t t a n t ,  com p tons  l e s  g r a n ­
d e u r s ,  l e s  e x c e l l e n c e s ,  l e s  e m i n e n c e s , t o u s  l e s  
M o n s e l g n e u r s , . . .N ' e n  p o r t o n s  l e  nombre qu'& deux  
c e n t  m i l l e .  S u p p o n s o n s  f a v o r a b l e m e n t  q u ' l l  n ' y  
e n  a i t  q u ' u n e  m o i t i ®  chargfte  de d e t t e s . . . . T a x o n s -  
l e s  & d i x  s o l s  p a r  j o u r . "17
( S i m p l e  t e n s e  v e r b s ) :  "Vous a v e z  l u  q u ' i l s  f t t o l e n t
mod®r®s d a n s  l e u r s  m a i s o n s  A p r o d i g u e s  pou r  l e  b i e n  
commun, q u ' i l s  p a y o l e n t  l e s  d e t t e s  d e s  p a u v r e s ,  
q u ' i l s  d o t o l e n t  l e s  f i l l e s ,  q u ' i l s  f a l s o l e n t  d e s  
l a r g e s s e s  au p e u p l e  pour  s o u l a g e r  l e  p o i d s  du t r a ­
v a i l  Sr. de l ' i n # g a l l t i ;  & q u ' i l  l e u r  a r r i T o l t  de  
f i n i r  p a r  t e s t e r  e n  s a  f a v e u r . . . " 1 8
( N o u n s ) :  " C ' e s t  a l o r s  q u ' o n  v e r r a  d e s  changem ens
de c o u l e u r s . d e s  b a l l l e m e n s . de  s f t tW y if les  v i o -  
l e n t e s ,  d e s  s u f f o c a t i o n s ."
o r :  "On v e r r a  j a i l l i r  de  l a  s o u r c e  du f e u  d e s  b o n n e t s
de D o c t e u r . . . :  q u a n t i t ®  de  c a s q u e s  s u r  d e s  g l r o u -
e t t e s  r d e s  b&tons c e  commandement q u i  c h e r c h e r o n t  
d e s  m ains ,  d e s  c o u r o n n e s  q u i  s ' e n t r e c h o q u e r o n t  en  
p ® t a r d s . . . ,  d e s  e n c e n a o l r s  pour  l a  C o u r . . . " 1 9
The r a p i d i t y  a c h i e v e d  i s  u n d e r c u t  by o v e r u s e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i q u e .  
As i f  s i m p l e ,  u n m o d i f i e d  v e r b s ,  l i s t s  w h ic h  r e s e m b l e  o u t ­
l i n e s ,  and nouns  u n t r o u b l e d  by a d j e c t i v e s  and by few  m e t a ­
p h o r s  o r  l i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n s ,  were  n o t  enough  t o  make h i s  
s u b j e c t  c l e a r ,  C oyer  c a r r i e s  h i s  d i d a c t i c  m ethod e v e n  f a r t h e r  
by t a k i n g  away any p o s s i b l e  work from t h e  r e a d e r :  he  a s k s
and a n s w e r s  h i s  own q u e s t i o n s ,  and o v e r - e x p l a i n s  any a l l u s i o n
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w h ic h  w o u ld  n e e d  t h o u g h t  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
" P a r i s  r e s t e r a - t - i l  e n  a r r i f c r e ?  On s ' e n  a p p e r -  
y o i t  t r o p . " 2 0
"La femme p i q u S e  e ' a d r e s s e  au p r e m i e r  e n c h a n t e u r  
q u i  s e  p r 4 s e n t e ,  & com pose  a v e c  l u i  un s i g n e  
i n e f f a 9 a b l e  q u i  s e  p l a c e  s u r  l a  t e t e  du M a r i ; & 
ce  s i g n e , . . . s i g n i f i e  & t o u t  l e  monde q u * e l l e  e s t  
v e n g fte . " 2 1
22Coyer  r e p e a t s ,  and w a r n s ,  HJe l e  r S p S t e " ,  a n n o u n c e s  when  
he i s  c o m in g  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  i n f o r m s  t h e  r e a d e r
when he i s  e x a g g e r a t i n g ,  and g i v e s  p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  t o
21a v o i d  an y  e q u i v o c a t i o n .  He e x p l a i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  a  
f o o t n o t e  one o f  t h e  few  l i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n s  he made i n  t h e  
b a g a t e l l e s . The s i n g l e  a r e a  i n  w h ic h  t h e  abbe  a l l o w s  
h i m s e l f  a l i t t l e  fr e e d o m  and d e c o r a t i o n  i s  i n  h i s  I m a g e s .
He i s  fo n d  o f  c o n c r e t e  m e ta p h o r s  t o  make h i s  i d e a  more 
c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , n o t  u n l i k e  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  m i r a c l e s , t h e  s a i n t s  
and God, g r a p h i c a l l y  d e p i c t e d  i n  c a t h e d r a l s  i n  t h e  M id d le  
Ages .
"Nos j e u n e s  g e n s  ne s o n t  que d e s  p e n d u l e s  ou 
l e s  femmes m arq uent  l e s  h e u r e s . " 2 5
T h is  c i t a t i o n  a l s o  h a s  a s e x u a l  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  a t e n d e n c y  w h ich
shows up f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y  i n  C o y e r ,  a l t h o u g h  he was p r o b a b l y
unaware o f  i t  f o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t .
"Les e n f a n s . , , c e s  j o l i e s  m a c h in e s  a v o i e n t  a p -  
portf t  du s e i n  de  l e u r s  m eres  d e s  r e s s o r t s  e x -  
tr&memerit d f t l l c a t s . " 2 6
La M e t t r i e  and. B e r t h i e r  must c e r t a i n l y  h av e  b e e n  on o p p o ­
s i t e  s i d e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  o f  t h i s  i m a g e . C o y e r 1s 
d e f e n s e  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m  some y e a r s  l a t e r  pr o v e d  h i s  p r e d i ­
l e c t i o n  f o r  the  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  branch  o f  t h e  p h l l o s o p h e s .
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The abb& 's  preferred  f ig u res  o f speech seen to be metonymy
and synechdoche. There are p len ty  of examples sc a tte r e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s :
( D e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p a r l u r e " ) :  "Nous e n t e n d o n s
un m en son ge  c o n f i r m *  p a r  s e r m e n t ,  s o i t  d e v a n t  
un M agis  t r a t , , . . ou d e v a n t  deux  beaux yeuut . " 2 7
" I l s  s o n t  r f t d u i t s  & p a y e r  d e s  m a in s  pour  l e s  
h a b i l l e r ." 2 8
29"La f a im  d a n s e  b i e n  m a l ."
Even w i t h  t h e  s t e r i l i t y  w h ich  r e i g n s  i n  h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  h i s  
im a g es  s o m e t im e s  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  same p r e c i o u s  f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
he c r i t i c i z e d  i n  o t h e r s .  For C o y e r ,  bread  was t h e  m eta p h o r  
f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  Here i t  t a k e s  on a i r s ;  but r e m a in s  i n ­
o f f e n s i v e  .
"Le p a i n  a v o i t  l a  l S g e r e t S  de nos o u b l i s . " ^
E l s e w h e r e  h i s  c i r c u m l o c u t i o n  s e r v e d  a p u r p o s e :  i t  g a v e  ph y­
s i c a l  o r  s e x u a l  i d e a s  p r o p e r  dem eanor:
"Dans n o t r e  I s l e  l a  N a tu r e  f o u r n i t  aux meres  
d eu x  s o u r c e s  de  l a i t  pour  n o u r r l r  l e u r s  e n f a n s . "
" L ' a u t r e  / r e f e r e n c e  t o  Les  B1 jo u x  I n d i s c r e t e /  
a v e c  un B i ,1 oux a r r a c h o i t  aux  femmes l e  s e c r e t  
1mpSnft t  r a b l e . M3 2
He d e v o t e s  an  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  o f  P i e r r e  p h l l o s o o h a l e  t o  t h e
d e f l o w e r i n g  o f  m a i d e n s .  The t i t l e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  c h a p t e r  i s
"Taxe du L a r c i n  de  l*H on neur"  and c o n c e r n s  how e a s y  i t  i s
f o r  one  s e x  t o  s t e a l  " c e t t e  e s p e c e  d ^ o n n e u r "  from t h e  o t h e r ,
e s p e c ia l ly  "dans une Nation o& i l  y a tant de voleurB &.
33p o i n t  de v e r r o u x . " ^  Once a g a i n  one o f  h i s  im a g e s  h a s  s e x u a l  
i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e  Coyer  was
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conscious o f  the metaphors he chose .  He e x p lo i t s  the f i r e
metaphor in  a l l  p o s s ib le  connotations:  the f i r e  in  women*s
"14 35manly courage, the consuming f i r e  o f  r e l ig io u s  devot ion ,
and t h e  e n d u r i n g  f l a m e  o f  l i t e r a r y  g l o r y .  T h i s  im age  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  burn t h r o u g h o u t  e v e r y  p u b l i c a t i o n  up t o  t h e  f i r e s
o f  d a m n a t io n  i n  Carem e. A lo n g  w i t h  r e c u r r i n g  i m a g e s ,  Coyer
h a s  many r e a p p e a r i n g  n o u n s .
The r e p e t i t i o n  o f  n o u n s ,  s e e n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a r k  
s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  s y n t a x  and c h o i c e  o f  v e r b s ,  
b r i n g s  h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e v e n  c l o s e r  t o  a  s k e l e t a l  f o r m ,  
c l o t h e d  o n l y  i n  s t i n g i l y  g i v e n  i m a g e s .  H is  r e p e a t e d  u s e  o f  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  b od y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h e a d ,  f e e t  and h a n d a ,  l a c k s  
o n l y  t h e  h e a r t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t o t a l  d e v o t i o n ,  a  magnanimous  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  man n o t  a t  a l l  u n u s u a l  c o m in g  from an  a b b # .  
R e a l i z i n g  C o y e r ' s  p e n c h a n t  f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  r e c u r r e n c e s  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l l y  i n t a n g i b l e  
p h i l o s o p h e  j a r g o n :  j u s t i c e ,  l i b e r t y ,  p e a c e ,  n a t u r e ,  h u m a n i t y ,
and h o n o r . T h ese  words w ou ld  be e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  C o y e r ,  f o r  n e a r l y  a l l  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l t  i n t e g r a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  Im provem ent  o f  P r a n c e  a s  a p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n .  More 
s u r p r i s i n g  a r e  f a v o r i t e  words l i k e  m i r r o r  o r  p o w d e r .  M ir­
r o r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  s e x u a l ,  was more a sym bol  f o r  t r u t h ,  
o r  l a c k  o f  t r u t h ,  i n  s o c i e t y .  Powder i s  t h a t  l i g h t ,  p r e c i o u s  
a r t i f a c t  w h ic h  was w i d e l y  u s e d  t o  d i s g u i s e  and h i d e  t h e  
u g l i n e s s  a p p a r e n t  i n  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  word f i r e  w h ich  p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  a b b # ' s  i m a g e s .
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Le f e u  s e e m s  t o  be C o y e r 1s u n i v e r s a l  m e t a p h o r .  I t  
c h a n g e s  f a c e s  and  n u a n c e s  w i t h  c h a m e l e o n - l i k e  f a c i l i t y .
B e c a u s e  o f  I t s  l o n g - t e r m  u s a g e  and t h e  broad  i n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n s  h *  g i v e s  t h i s  w ord ,  i t  i s  C o y e r ' s  m ost  r e v e a l i n g  e x ­
p r e s s i o n .  For t h e  same r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  v i e w  i t  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r .  By h i s  i m a g e s ,  th e  a u t h o r  
p r e s e n t s  f i r e  a s  e i t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  o r  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  ,
t h e  g i v e r  o f  l i f e  or  p u n is h m e n t  and d e a t h . In  both  s e n s e s  
I t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  o v e r w h e l m i n g  power and p a s s i o n .  Coyer  u s e s  
l e  f e u  i  n b o th  d e r o g a t o r y  and f l a t t e r i n g  w a y s .  I t  a p p e a r s  
i n  v e r b a l  ( e g . ,  " a l l u r a e r " , " s ' e n f l a r a m e r " , " b r u l e r " ,  " § t e i n -  
d r e " ) and n o m in a l  forms ( ^ . ,  " f lam m e",  " f la m b e a u " ,  " f e u " ,  
" f a g o t " ,  " i n c e n d i e " ,  " c e n d r e s  s o u f f r S e s " ) .  Most o f t e n  i t  
h a s  t o  do w i t h  r e l i g i o n .  Coyer  s p e a k s  o f  " l e  f e u  du c i e l " ,
" l e  f e u  de l a  P a r o l e " ,  " l e  f e u  A p o s t o l i q u e ". Godly  f i r e  
i s  p u r i f y i n g .  In  h i s  own m f t t i e r ,  " l e  f e u  de l ' a u t e u r "  
r e p r e s e n t e d  l i t e r a r y  z e a l ,  w h i l e  " l e  f la m b e a u  de  1 ' h i s t o i r e "  
was t h e  1 i g h t  ( e n l l g h t e n m e n t ) o f  k n o w l e d g e , i n d l s p t n s i b l e  
t o  t h e  p h l l o s o p ^ e s . S t i l l  a r t i s t i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  on two  
o c c a s i o n s  Coyer m e n t i o n s  a t a t u e s  a n i m a t e d  by t h e  f i r e  o f  t h e i r  
s c u l p t o r s .  F i r e  was t h e  a n i m a t i o n  o f  y o u t h  ( " l e  f e u  de  
l » * g e " ) .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  p h y s i c a l l y  more n a t u r a l ,
" l e  f eu "  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  w ar ,  d i s c o r d ,  f i r e a r m s  and b a t t l e .
As f o r  man, t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o m p l im e n t  was t o  h a v e  e y e s ,  tem ­
p e r a m e n t ,  o r  s t r e n g t h  o f  f i r e .  S o b i e s k i  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  t h r e e ,  
p l u s  v i g o r o u s  p h y s i c a l  a c t i o n .  "Sa marche r e s s e m b l e  & un
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f e u  d i n r o r a n t ." ^  The I n q u i s i t i o n  p u n i s h e d  w i t h  f i r e .  I t  
s y m b o l i s e d  h e a v e n l y  and human a n g e r .  H ere  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s ­
t i o n  o f  p r e c i o s i t y  o r  c i r c u m l o c u t i o n .  I f  h i s  w i  work c o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  same f i r e  he  p u t  i n t o  h i s  m e t a ­
p h o r s ,  i t s  q u a l i t y  w o u ld  be o f  a n o t h e r  n a t u r e .  I n  t h e  
numerous f i r e  m e t a p h o r s  w h ich  C oyer  u s e d ,  he showed h i s  m ost  
I m a g i n a t i v e  b e n t .
R e l i g i o u s  f i r e  was o f  u l t i m a t e  Im p o r ta n c e  t o  C o y e r .
I f  e x p o s e d  t o  a t h e i s m ,  l e  p e u p l e . by i t s  b l i n d  p a s s i o n
'I Q
"se  f e r o i t  b r f t l e r  ou b r u l e r o i t  l e s  a u t r e s .  "Le Verbe i n -
39c a r  n ' a  pas  p u r i f i S  l a  t e r r e  par  l e  f e u  de s a  p a r o l e , "
( S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  S a i n t  B a r th o lo m ew  M a s s a c r e ) :
"Ah, un c o e u r  H u g u e n o t ,  c ' e s t  de  l a  c e n d r e  s o u f f r & e . . .  
Le p r i n c i p e  q u ' e l l e  c o u v r e ,  c ' e s t  l e  f e u . Les  
m a t l S r e s  c o m b u s t i b l e s  q u i  d o l v e n t  l ' i r r i t e r ,  c ' e s t  
l e  m e u r t r e  de  V a s s y  A c e n t  a u t r e s . "40
I t  i s  t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h e  i m a g e s ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  r e p e t i t i v e ,
t h a t  makes t h e  p h r a s e s  i m a g i n a t i v e  and o r i g i n a l .  A l th o u g h
he - ' v a c i l l a t e d  b e t w e e n  h i s  d i s g u s t  w i t h  war and i t s  u t i l i t y
i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e ,  h i s  m e t a p h o r s  i n d i c a t e
t h e  fo r m e r  t o  be s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  l a t t e r .  S t i l l  s p e a k i n g
o f  th e  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  E d i t  de N a n t e s ,  th e  abb§  c o n t i n u e d
w i t h  t h e  same c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  m e t a p h o r s .
"Le m e u r t r e  de  V a s sy  n ' a u r o i t  Jam a is  a l l u m& l e  
d e s  g u e r r e s  c l v i l e s ,  s ' 11 n ' e u t  c o u v e  d e p u l s  
l o n g t e m s  d an s  l e  c o e u r  d e s  H u g u e n o t s .  On n ' e s t  
p a s  s i  prom pt & « ' e n f l a m e r  quand on ne p a r t e  pas  
a v e c  s o l  l e  p r i n c i p e  de  1 1I n c e n d l e ."41
I n  C o y e r ' s  own c e n t u r y ,  A l l e t z  p i c k e d  o u t  c o p i o u s  exam­
p l e s  from t h e  a b b A 's  w r i t i n g s  t o  show n e o l o g i s m s  and s t r i k ­
i n g l y  new m e t a p h o r s  i n  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . He i n c l u d e d
2 0 6
many n u a n c e s  o f  C o y e r 1s  f i r e  m e t a p h o r s .  A l l e t z  m e n t i o n s  th e  
" S t i n c e l l e  de v i e " ,  t h e  a n g e r  o f  k i n g s  a s  "un f e u  dfrvorant  
q u i  consum e t o u t  d a n s  s a  p r e m i e r e  c h a l e u r , "  t h e  " f e u  de 
g e n i e " ,  a n d ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  a  man w i t h  a b ro a d  k n o w le d g e  and
much s p i r i t ,  he q u o t e d ,  " C ' S t o i t  un Prom£thSe q u i  a v o i t  vol&
2l e  f e u  de  d e l . "  I t  I s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  s i n g l e  i d e a  t o  
h a ve  s o  many f a c e s .
The v a r i a t i o n s  on h i s  theme redeem  t h e i r  r e a p p e a r a n c e  
and s a v e  them from r e d u n d a n c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  B e r t h l e r  and  
S o b l e s k l . In  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  p a s s i o n ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  c r e a t i o n  
and d i s c o r d ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  C oyer  r e p r e s e n t e d  by f l a m e ,  one  
can  s e e  t h e  p r i e s t l y  t r a i n i n g ,  but i t  i s  tem p ered  by p h i l o s o ­
p h i c a l  and w o r l d l y  i n f l u e n c e s .  A l t h o u g h  a  d e i s t ,  h i s  b a s i c  
C a t h o l i c  t r a i n i n g  r e m a i n e d .  W h i le  he d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  f o i b l e s  
o f  t h e  c l e r i c s  i n  s e e r i n g  i r o n y ,  he d i d  i t  t h r o u g h  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  f i n e s s e  and s o c i a l  r e s p e c t .  As a man, he was n o t  
a l l o w e d  t h e  s e n s u a l  p a s s i o n  w h ic h  h i s  words v i c a r i o u s l y  c o u l d  
d e s c r i b e .  The p a s s i o n  from h i s  p e n  was a s  u n t o u c h a b l e  a s  
t h e  f i r e  t h a t  p o r t r a y e d  i t .  He saw f i r e  i n  a l l  i t s  c o n n o ­
t a t i o n s :  h e a t  ( p a s s i o n ,  a n g e r ,  w ar ,  p u n i s h m e n t ) ,  l i g h t
( k n o w l e d g e ,  w isd o m ,  e v e n  humor / E t r e n n e s 7 ) .  o f  i n t a n g i b l e ,  
i n e x p l i c a b l e ,  u n c a p t u r a b l e  q u a l i t y  ( r e l i g i o n ,  l i f e ,  i n s p i r a ­
t i o n ) ,  a nd  c o v e r i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  he saw i t s  n e c e s s i t y .  
T h is  f i r e  f o r  C oyer  was a  dream , a  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and a w e a p o n .
I t  was u s e f u l ,  one  o f  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  th e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y t h i n g .  What f o l l o w e d  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  was 
s t i l l  more u s e f u l .
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A fter  seven  years o f  fr iT o lo u s  pamphlets which p o inted  
o u t  s o c i e t y ' s  moral weaknesses ,  Coyer was encouraged and 
ready to  attempt more s o l i d  m a te r ia l .  His p reface  to  the  
B a g a te l l e s  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  Le Sj&cle present began to  
r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  i n  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  a  w r i t e r .  
S j& c le . he  s a y s ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  p a m p h l e t  "qui  a i t  l ' a v a n t a g e  
de l a  nouveaut# s a n s  a v o i r  p l u s  de  c o r p s  q u e  s e s  s o e u r s . "
I t  a c t s  a s  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  f r i v o l o u s  and t h e  
s e r i o u s .  He I m p l o r e s  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  f o r  t h e  
l i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  s e v e n  “t r i f l e s " .  To c o m p e n s a t e ,  a d d s  
C o y e r ,  " j e  m * en g a ge  ( f o i  d 1a u t e u r )  A l e  dAdommager p a r  d e s  
o u v r a g e s  t r f e s - u t i l e s . . . "  , a f t e r  w h ic h  he  i n c l u d e s  t h e
s c h o l a r l y  w o r k s  on P a t r l e  and  l e .  P e u p l e . and  t h e  d i s ­
s e r t a t i o n  o n  G reek  and Roman r e l i g i o n s .  C o y e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  Le S l f e c l e  p r e s e n t  i s  c o r r e c t .  The "nouveautA " i s  i n  
i d e a s  and t h e  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h .  He t o u c h e s  on an  e x t r e m e l y  
w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  u s e s  no d e v i c e ,  e i t h e r  c l e v e r  
o r  e r u d i t e ,  t o  d i s g u i s e  h i s  m e s s a g e .  S j f e c l e  f o r e s h a d o w s  
l a t e r  w o r k s  on e d u c a t i o n ,  commerce and m a n u f a c t u r e ,  an d  t h e  
i n d i g e n t  n o b i l i t y .  The t i t l e  I n d i c a t e s  t h e  body o f  t h e  w o r k .  
T h i s  o p e n n e s s  i n  t e c h n i q u e  i s  t h e  germ o f  e v e r y  f o l l o w i n g  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  S t y l e w l s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  C oy er  h a s  a c c u m u l a t e d  a l l  
t h e  bad t r a i t s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  B a g a t e l l e s  and e x j i o l t e d  them  
i n  a  s i n g l e  p a m p h l e t .  'There a r e  l i s t s  o f  n o u n s , v e r b s ,  
c o n j u n c t i o n s ,  p r e p o s i t i o n s  and  a d j e c t i v e s  on  e v e r y  p a g e .
The r e a d e r  i s  o u t  o f  b r e a t h  a t  t h e  end b e c a u s e  t h e  a u t h o r
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h a s  h u r r i e d  s o ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  cram a l l  h i s  e x a m p l e s  I n t o  one
s e n t e n c e  o r  p a r a g r a p h .  On a s i n g l e  p a g e  Coyer  s t a t e s
t h a t  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  h a d :
“de  p l u s  b e l l e s  p e r r u q u e s , d e s  h a b i t s  p l u s  
S l o g a n s ,  d e s  m e u b l e s  p l u s  r e c h e r c h S s ,  d e s  
E q u i p a g e s  p l u s  l e s t e s ,  une d a n ce  p l u s  l S g S r e ,  
un m e i l l e u r  t o n  de com p l im ens  . . . “m-5
One l o n g  s e n t e n c e  l a t e r  he  t a l k s  a b o u t :
“l e u r  A r c h i t e c t u r e  S t o i t  p l u s  n o b l e ,  l e u r  
P i n c e a u  p l u f  f o r t ,  l e u r  E l o q u e n c e  p l u s  m a l e ,  
l e u r  p o & s ie  p l u s  n a t u r e l l e ,  l e u r  Commerce 
p l u s  f l o r i s s a n t , l e u r s  e n t r e p r i s e s  p l u s  
v a s t e s , l e u r  g f tn ie  p l u s  # l e v $ , l e u r s  h ^ r o s  
p l u s  g r a n d s . . . " ^ 6
S o m e t im e s  th e  r e p e a t e d  e l e m e n t s  a r e  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  s t a c c a t o
s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e s .
"Leurs hommes d* E t a t . . . .L e u r s  E v e q u e s . . . .
L e u r s  P r S d l c a t e u r s . . . . L e u r s  M J d e c i n s . . . .
L e u r s  C h i r u g l e n s . . . . “^7
The l a t t e r  m ethod p r o d u c e s  a h a p p i e r  r e s u l t .  But when 
t w e n t y - t h r e e  s u c h  l i s t s  com pose  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  a  
page  e a c h ,  i n  a  t o t a l  o f  t h i r t y - s i x  p a g e s ,  f u s s y ,  cumbersome  
h e a p s  o v e r s h a d o w  t h e  d e s i r e d  s i m p l i c i t y .
From now o n ,  Coyer  p u t s  a s i d e  th e  m e t r o n o m i c a l l y  s o p o ­
r i f i c  s t y l e .  H is  s u b j e c t s  a r e  l e s s  broad  and more c l e a r l y  
d e f i n e d .  He t a k e s  a p a s s i o n a t e  I n t e r e s t  In  t h e s e  t o p i c s  
w h ic h  he c o n s i d e r s  o f  u l t i m a t e  i m p o r t a n c e  and u r g e n c y .  They  
a r e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  Most a r e  e r u d i t e , and n o t  i n t e n d e d  
t o  a m u s e .  H is  a u d i e n c e  i s  more s p e c i a l i z e d .  H is  a r g u m e n ts  
a r e  more c o n v i n c i n g .  C o y e r * s  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  
B a g a t e l l e s  m o r a l e s  t e s t e d  o u t  h i s  new fou nd  h i s t o r i c a l  l e g s .
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The D ls e e r ta t lo n  sur l a  d i f f e r e n c e  de deux anolennes  
CeliKlfiJlfi.» l £  Grecaue e t  l a  Hoaalne Is  l e a r n id ,  and would 
h a v e  i n t e r e s t e d  few o f  those who a v i d l y  devoured the Baga­
t e l l e s  i f  Coyer had n o t  u s e d  a  s t y l e  d e s i g n e d  t o  h o l d  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t .  He made few c h a n g e s  i n  h i s  o v e r a l l  a p p r o a c h ,  but  
t h e  c h a n g e s  he made p l u s  t h e  s o b r i e t y  w h ic h  i s  h i s ,  a r e  more  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  s e r i o u s ,  d i d a c t i c  s u b j e c t s .  W hile  t h e  r e p e t i ­
t i o n s  r e m a i n ,  t h e y  a r e  much f e w e r  i n  number,  and f i t  i n  w e l l  
a s  a v a r i a n t  i n  h i s  s o b e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  The m ajor  p a r t s  o f  
s p e e c h  a r e  s t i l l  u n m o d i f i e d  and t h e  v e r b s  a r e  s t i l l  s i m p l e .
The c o n c r e t e  im a g e s  and metynomy have  d i s a p p e a r e d .  He 
l a r g e l y  u s e s  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  t e n s e ,  n a t u r a l  f o r  t h e  c o p i o u s  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  a n a r r a t i v e  p a s t ,  and t h e  p a s s 8 s i m p l e  a l ­
t e r n a t e d  a t  t i m e s  w i t h  t h e  s i m p l e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e .  The e f f e c t  
o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  i s  g o o d , a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  makes t h e  
h i s t o r y  more a l i v e  f o r  h i s  r e a d e r s .  The abb8 h a s  o t h e r  d e ­
v i c e s  t o  make t h e  r e a d e r  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  o f  h i s  n a r r a t i o n .
One i s  t h e  f r e q u e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  v e r b ,  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  com in g  from a  t e a c h e r .  A n o t h e r  i s  t h e  s t r a n g e  
m i x t u r e  o f  v u l g a r i z a t i o n  and e r u d i t i o n .  Both d e v i c e s  w ere  
n e c e s s a r y  a s  a  l i t e r a r y  c o v e r  f o r  what i s  a  good o u t l i n e  o f  
C o y e r* s  d e i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h y .  Not on ce  d o e s  he s t r a y  from  
h i s t o r y  t o  p r e a c h .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  
a r e  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  f o o t n o t e s ,  and o f t e n  q u o t e d  i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  L a t i n  f o r m .  C l a r i t y  and h i s t o r i c a l  form a r e  a t  o n c e  
o b v i o u s .  At t i m e s  he o v e r s i m p l i f i e s  a s  he d i d  e a r l i e r ,  but
d i n
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P o l i s h  n a t i o n ,  he  c a n n o t  r e s i s t  a n  o p e n  s t r i k e  a t  i n h e r i t e d  
m o n a r c h y .
aD i s  l e  q u a t o r z i e m e  s i c e l e  e l l e  a  f a i t  d e s  H o i s : 
c e  ne s o n t  p a s  d e s  e n f a n s  q u i  n a i s s e n t  a v e c  l a  
Couronne a v a n t  que  d h iv o i f  d e s  v e r t u e ,  & q u i ,  
d a n s  l a  m a t u r i t a  de  l ^ g e , p e u v e n t  e n c o r e  som -  
m e i l l e r  s u r  l e  T r i n e . "  57
The abb $  a l s o  s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s .  As i f
q u o t i n g  a n o t h e r  a u t h o r  d i s g u i s e d  h i s  a im ,  C oyer  c i t e s  a
fellow F r e n c h  religious; b u t  paraphrasing someone elBe did
n o t  t a k e  away t h e  s t i n g  o f  h i s  a t t a c k .
"NS F i l s  de  Roi / T n  t h e  P o l i s h  l i n e  o f  J a g e l l o n 7 ,  
i l  ne p u t  r i s i s t e r  & l ' e n v i e  d ' f c t r e  R e l i g i e u x ,  
e s p e c e  de  m a l a d l e  q u i  a t t a q u e  l a  J e u n e s s e ,  d i t  
l ' A b b i  de S a i n t - P i e r r e ,  & q u ' i l  a p p e l l o i t  l a  
p e t i t e  v f t r o l e  de  1 ' e s p r i t . " 5 8
W hile  t h e  c o u r t  was c r y i n g  o u t  f o r  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  
S o b i e s k l  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  V o l t a i r e  and o t h e r s  r e c o g ­
n i z e d  i t s  l i t e r a r y  m e r i t s .
The l o n g  p r e f a c e  t o  S o b i e s k l  i s  a n u t s h e l l  h i s t o r y  o f  
P o la n d  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  up t o  t h e  t im e  
o f  C o y e r ' s  h e r o .  W e l l  d o c u m e n te d  and s u c c i n c t ,  i t  was t h e  
s o u r c e  book f o r  o t h e r  w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
A s i n g l e  p a r a g r a p h  c a n  g i v e  t h e  makeup o f  th e  P o l i s h  g o ­
vern m ent  and t h e  r o l e s  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s  f o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  No 
w a s t e d  w o r d s ,  no r e d u n d a n c i e s .  Once i n t o  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  
man, t h e  s t y l e  c h a n g e s  t o  n a r r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n s t e a d  
o f  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f a c t s .
L 1H j s t o i r e  de  J e a n  S o b i e s k l  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a n e c d o t a l ,  
t h a t  m ethod  o f  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  f o r  w h ic h  V o l t a i r e  and t h o s e
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who f o l l o w e d  c r i t i c i s e d  h im .  But t h e r e  was m e r i t  In  h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n s .  Coyer  g i v e s  r e a l i s t i c  and e x c i t i n g  a c c o u n t s  
o f  b a t t l e s  and makes m o v i n g ,  p e r s o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  
m ain  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y .  He m e n t i o n s  c o l o r s  and  
b l o o d  i n  b a t t l e s ,  t e r r i f y i n g  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  I n f i ­
d e l s ,  and c o n t r a s t s  S o b i e s k l * s  I m p e r i a l  c h a r a c t e r  and p u b l i c  
f i g u r e .  T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  P o l i s h  c a v a l r y  s o l d i e r  i s  
w o r t h y  o f  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  e q u e s t r i a n  p a i n t i n g  o f  N a p o le o n  
by D a v i d .  Had t h e  a r t i s t  p a i n t e d  t h i s  s o l d i e r  a s  w e l l ,  
N a p o e l o n ' s  p o r t r a i t  w o u ld  h a v e  s u f f e r e d .
"Les P o l o n o i s  s o n t  n a t u r e l l e r a e n t  g r a n d s  & b i e n  
f a i t s .  Q u 'o n  i m a g in e  do n e  un C a v a l i e r  d ' u n e  t a i l l e  
a v a n t a g e u s e ,  c o u v e r t  d ' u n e  c u i r a s s e  e m b e l l i e ,  un  
c a s q u e  s u r  l a  t & t e ,  une p e a u  de p a n t h e r e  d o n t  l e  
m u f l e  s ' a t t a c h e  au d e v a n t  de  l ' A p a u l e  g a u c h e ,  l e  
r e s t e  p a s s a n t  p a r  d e r r i e r e  j u s q u ' l t  l a  h a n ch e  d r o i t e ,  
une l a n c e  dorAe d e  14  & 1 3  p i e d s ,  p e r t a n t  & s a  
p o i n t e  une b a n d e r o l e  p o u r  A p o u v a n t e r  l e s  c h e v a u x  
e n n e m i s ,  d eu x  p i s t o l e t s  4  d eu x  s a b r e s ,  l ' u n  & 
s o n  cfttA , 1 *a u t r e  s o u s  s a  c u i s s e  g a u c h e ,  a t t a c h A  
l e  l o n g  de  l a  s e l l e .  Get homme a l n s i  armA monte  
un beau  c h e v a l  d o n t  l e  h a r n o i s  e s t  e n r i c h i  de 
p l a q u e s  d ' o r  A m a i l lA ,  & s o u v e n t  de p i e r r e r i e s ,  rq
L o u i s  XIV. en  v l t  un q u i  l u i  f u t  amenA, & l ' a d m i r a . "
The p a t t e r n  he u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  C o y e r ' s
style; he formed a verbal pyramid. A short sentence, simple
and u n a d o r n e d ,  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  t o p i c .  One l o n g  s e n t e n c e
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s o l d i e r .  I t  i s  d e t a i l e d .  I t  g i v e s  p h y s i c a l
m a t e r i a l s  i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  he
c a n  f e e l  them ( f i g . ,  t h e  p a n t h e r  s k i n ,  t h e  h o r s e ' s  s a d d l e ) .
Some words  h a v e  a n  o n o m a t o p o e t i c  e f f e c t :  "p l a q u e  d ' o r " ,
o r  " l e  r e s t e  p a s s a n t  p a r  d e r r i e r e  . lu s a u 1 A l l a  ha n ch e  d £ o i t e "
w i t h  an  abu n d an ce  o f  l i q u i d  and s i b i l a n t  c o n s o n a n t s  s u g g e s t i n g
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t h e  s l i d i n g ,  s l e e k  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p a n t h e r  w h i l e  s t i l l  a l i v e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  same t r a n s f e r r e d  q u a l i t y  a s  s y m b o l i c  o r n a ­
m e n t a t i o n  t o  a  s o l d i e r * s  a p p e a r a n c e .  The p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  e a c h  d e t a i l  on  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  body a d d s  t o  t h e  v i s u a l  
q u a l i t y . The l e n g t h  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  h e i g h t e n s  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  
p y r a m id .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h o r s e ,  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  
l e s s  l o n g .  The f i n a l  s e n t e n c e ,  n e a r l y  a s  s h o r t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  
o n e ,  i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t .  I t  m e n t i o n s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  
t h e  r e c e n t  Fre nch k i n g s ,  r e s p e c t e d  and known t o  be e x t r a v a ­
g a n t  I n  h i s  own t a s t e s .  To s a y  t h a t  L o u i s  XIV saw one o f  
t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  and adJhired h im ,  i s  more e f f e c t i v e  i n  i t s  
u n d e r s t a t e m e n t ,  th a n  a n o t h e r  o p i n i o n  m ig h t  h a v e  b een  i n  
h y p e r b o l e .  In  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h i d e o u s l y  f r i g h t e n i n g  
p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  T a r t a r s ,  d r e a d e d  e n e m i e s  o f  th e  
P o l e s ,  Coyer  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  u g l i n e s s  o f  t h e i r  f a c e s  by 
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t ,  " P e u t - $ t r e  S t o i e n t - i l s  e n c o r e  p l u s  h l d e u x  
au terns d 1 A l e x a n d r e . " ^  C oyer  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e s  t h i s  t e c h ­
n i q u e  o f  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  t o  a c h i e v e  a h e i g h t e n e d  e f f e c t .
Note  t h e  h o r r o r  o f  t h e  a c c e p t e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  P o l i s h  p e a s a n t s .
"La P o l o g n e  f r a p p e  s e s  p r o p r e s  e n f a n t s . Chaque 
S e i g n e u r  e s t  o b l i g S  de l o g e r  s o n  S e r f .  C ' e s t  
d a n s  une trfcs  p a u v r e  c a b a n e ,  o5  d e s  e n f a n s  n u d s , 
s o u s  l a  r i g u e u r  d ' u n  c l i m a t  g l a c f t ,  p e l e - m f c l e  a v e c  
l e  b $ t a i l ,  s e m b l e n t  r e p r o c h e r  & l a  n a t u r e  de ne 
l e s  a v o i r  p a s  h a b i l l S s  de  meme. L ' E s c l a v e  q u i  
l e u r  a  donn4  l e  J o u r ,  v e r r o i t  t r a n q u i l l e m e n t  b r u -  
l e r  s a  c h a u m l e r e ,  p a r c e  q u e  r l e n  n ' e s t  % l u i .  I I  
ne s c a u r o i t  d i r e ,  'mon champ, mes e n f a n s ,  ma 
f em m e. '  Tout  a p p a r t i e n t  au S e i g n e u r ,  q u i  p e u t  
v e n d r e  I g a l e m e n t  l e  l a b o u r e u r  & l e  b o e u f .  I I  e s t  
r a r e  de v e n d r e  d e s  femmes; p a r c e  que  c e  s o n t  e l l e s  
q u i  m u l t i p l i e n t  l e  t r o u p e a u ; p o p u l a t i o n  m i s e r a b l e ;  
l e  f r o i d  e n  t u e  une g r a n d e  p a r t i e . " 6 l
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The f i r s t  p i c t u r e ,  t h a t  o f  s t r i k i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  c h i l l s  t h e  
r e a d e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  P o la n d  i n  a  m o t h e r  image who 
i s  b e i n g  c r u e l .  T h e i r  p o v e r t y  I s  g r a p h i c a l l y  u n d e r l i n e d  by 
m e n t i o n i n g  b a r e  f e e t  i n  s e v e r e  c l i m a t e ,  u n p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  
rough  h u t . S e v e r a l  p a r a l l e l  im a g e s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  and  
b e a s t s  c l e a r l y  show t h e i r  m i s e r a b l e  e x i s t a n c e :  " b A t a i l " ,
s e l l i n g  " l e  l a b o u r e u r  e t  l e  b o e u f ,  t h e  women m u l t i p l y  “l e  
t r o u p e a u " . The a b s e n c e  o f  p o s s e s s i o n s  seem s  t o  s t r e s s  th e  
I m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c h a n g i n g  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t r a t a ,  and t o  t a k e  
away a n y  d e s i r e  f o r  w o r k .  The i n c o m p l e t e  p h r a s e ,  “m i s e r a b l e  
p o p u l a t i o n " ,  a u d i b l y  c o n f i r m s  what i s  a l r e a d y  a p p a r e n t .  The 
f i n a l  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o l d  k i l l s  o f f  t h o s e  w h ic h  t h e  
l o r d  d o e s  n o t  c l o s e s  t h e  p a r a g r a p h  w i t h  an  u g l y  image i n  
t h e  r e a d e r ' s  m in d .  C r u e l t y  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  and k i c k i n g  a  
h e l p l e s s  man a r e  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g ,  p i t i f u l  s c e n e s  p a i n t e d .
R e a l i t y  i n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  came e a s i l y  t o  h i s  p e n .  Coyer  
u s e d  l o n g  o r  s h o r t  s e n t e n c e s  t o  a c h i e v e  a p a s s i o n a t e  o r  a  
c h i l l i n g l y  d ry  e f f e c t .  He u s e d  t h e  p a s s 6  s i m p l e  t o  p a s s  
r a p i d l y  o v e r  f a c t s .  B a t t l e  s c e n e s  jumped t o  l i f e  i n  a 
p r e s e n t  t e n s e .  M o d i f i e r s  f o r  v e r b s  and n o u n s ,  more f r e ­
q u e n t  t h a n  i n  p r e v i o u s  works but  s t i  1 1  u s e d  s p a r i n g l y ,  
r e n d e r  t h e  word m o d i f i e d  more a l i v e  by d i n t  o f  t h e i r  r a r i t y  
o f  a p p e a r a n c e .
A l s o  u s e d  w i t h  m o d e r a t i o n  a r e  C o y e r 1s m e t a p h o r s .  He 
u s e s  f i r e  im a g e s  t h r o u g h o u t .  They p r i m a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  w a r .  
Only a few m e t a p h o r s  w ere  p r f t c l e u x .
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"Deux anclennes Maisons...ont posfr les pre­
mieres plerres dans la nult des Biecles."62
For t h e  m o st  p a r t ,  t h e  a b b #  sh o w e d  o r i g i n a l i t y  I n  p e r s o n i ­
f i c a t i o n ,  m e t a p h o r ,  s i m i l e ,  s y n e c d o c h e ,  and o t h e r  p o e t i c  
m eth o ds  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .
( s i m i l e ) :  "O n . . . r e g a r d o l t  / T a q u e s  3 o b i e s k i 7
comme l e  b o u c l i e r  de l a  l i b e r t i . " 6 3
( m e t a p h o r ) :  "Les homines r e s s e m b l e n t  aux
f r u i t s  q u i  a t t e n d e n t  l a  s a l s o n  pour  s e  d e ­
v e l o p e r .  " 64
"Leurs c o r p s  s e r v l r e n t  de  p a t u r e  aux  Vau-  
t o u r s . " 6 5
( p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n ) :  "Dis  q u ' i l  e u t  r e c o u v  r £
s e s  f o r c e s ,  l a  v e n g e a n c e  & l a  g l o i r e  l u i  
p a r l e r e n t  e g a l e m e n t ." 6 6
"Chaque j o u r  b r i s o i t  q u e l q u ' a n n ea u  d e s  
c h a i n e s  de l a  N a t i o n . "67
( s y n e s t h e s i a ) :  "Une n o i r e  m f t l a n c o l i e  l e
c o n s o m o i t ." 6 8
The c i r c u m l o c u t i o n  w h ic h  he u s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p le
was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  b l e n s S a n c e  i n  h i s  r e c o u n t i n g  o f  a  t a l e
a l r e a d y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p o l i t e  s o c i e t y
by i t s  g o r y ,  h o r r i f i c  n a t u r e .
"On a r r a c h o i t  l e s  d e n t s  & c e u x  q u i  a v o i e n t  mangS 
l a  v i a n d e  d a n s  l e  Car&me; q u ' o n  s u s p e n d o i t  un 
a d u l t e r e  ou un f o r n i c a t e u r  & un c l o u  p a r  1 ' i n s t r u ­
ment de s o n  c r i m e ,  & q u ' o n  m e t t o i t  un r a s o l r  a u -  
p r ^ s  de l u i ,  a v e c  l a  l i b e r t #  de s ' e n  s e r v i r  pour  
s e  d S g a g e r  ou de  m o u r ir  d a n s  c e t t e  t o r t u r e . " 6 9
For o n c e ,  Coyer  d i d  n o t  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  o v e r s i m p l i f y
through excessive explanation.
O t h e r  t r a c e s  o f  p r e v i o u s  s t y l i s t i c  d e v i c e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t .
The two v o lu m e s  o f  S o b i e s k l  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  n i n e  s m a l l
s e c t i o n s  w h ich  he c a l l s  b o o k s .  T h is  m ethod  a l w a y s  worked
w e l l  f o r  C o y e r ,  w h e t h e r  i n  s h o r t  p a m p h le t s  w h ic h  he e v e n t u a l l y
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t u r n e d  i n t o  a u n i t ,  o r  w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e  work ( e g . ,  P l a l s l r
d o t  l e  p e u p l e . )  Some t r a i t s ,  w h ic h  ca n  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s
d i d a c t i c ,  w ere  f o u n d  h e r e  t o o .  The a u t h o r  o f t e n  warns
"I t e l l  you  t h i s  b e c a u s e , , , "  o r  "I o m i t  t h i s  b e c a u s e , , . "
I jeem in g ly  i n  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  m e t h o d o l o g y .  Over and
o v e r  he t r i e s  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  h i s  v e r a c i t y  and n o n -
o p l n i o n a t e d  f a c t u a l  e x p o s i t i o n .  The fo r m e r  m o r a l i s t i c
p r e a c h i n g  i s  g o n e ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  c o n d e n s e d  t o  a p h o r i s t i c  p h r a s e s
o r  s i m p l e  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s :
" , , , l e s  C o s a q u e s :  c e u x - c l  p l u s  a c a r n S s , p a r c e
que l e  r e s s e n t i m e n t  d ' u n e  g r a n d e  i n j u r e  e s t  
p l u s  d i v o r a n t  que l ' e n v i e  d e s  c o n q u e t e s ," 7 0
"Les R o i s  o u b l i e r o i e n t  q u , i l s  s o n t  hommes,  
s ' i l s  S t o i e n t  t o u j o u r s  h e u r e u a , " 7 1
"Les hommes d e v r o i e n t  a p p r e n d r e  & s e  l i v r e r  de  
m e i l l e u r e  g r a c e  & l a  d e s t i n S e . " 7 2
T h is  h i s t o r y  was p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Coyer  
t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  b e c a u s e  i t  p r a i s e d  and c r i t i c i z e d  t h r e e  
i m p o r t a n t  a r e a s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  He l a u d e d  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  L e c z i n s k i s ,  t h e  T u r e n n e s ,  and i n  g e n e r a l  
n o b l e  e x p r e s s i o n  and c o m p o r tm e n t ,  y e t  he  n e v e r  m i s s e d  a  
c h a n c e  t o  show i n j u s t i c e  i n  th e  n o b l e s .  By r a i s i n g  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  and g i v i n g  them r u l i n g  
power t h r o u g h  s u f f r a g e , he w o u ld  t a k e  away from t h e  n o b i l i t y ,
At e v e r y  s t e p  he r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  C hurch ,  b u t  i n  h i s  own
l i f e  he n e v e r  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  h a b i t ,  d o u b t l e s s l y  b e c a u s e  i t
was u s e f u l  t o  h i m .  In  v i e w  o f  t h e  number o f  t o e s  he  s t e p p e d
on i n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  S o b i e s k l ,  one  c a n  s a y  t h a t  he was much
s a f e r  i n  h i s  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p i e c e s ,  e v e n  th ou g h  t h e y  were  h i s t o r i c a l ,
? 1 H
Wr  1 t 1 ? n  b e 1 w n  e n  H e  1 1 y  1 o n r  H r e c  g a  e  e  1: H o m e  1 n e  a n <1
o o h j  n s k  1 n j p r a  t h ^  t w o  n m a ' H  I )t  n n p r  t  a  1 1 o n e  a n r  1 e  v  1 x m o t  
a e  P n t r l r ;  e t  H V ’ r  a  r t . a t   ̂ o n  a i r  J_n_ n n t n r p  ■! n  e o n  p  1 p . T h e y
., ,-n i , ) <■ t o  t  1 r m ] 1 n 1 ►1 ' i f >»a a h t r a  r - 1*>■ t ' ip ■'1 o  r  1 v  'i t  1 n n  o f  t h a
t . > | ■ T’ ■ ■ 1)1 . 1 > 1 / I ' ’ t ' ■ 1 t ' t ' 1 . : 1 1 ’T- '")>'■ I 1 1 ' ;■ 1 r ' * ■ > . . ' < J 1 J ■ ■ , > 1 ’ r i  V P' I '
■ ■ t )' ! n  i 1 v 1 'D ] M ; n  l ■■ i ’ i f 7 t * << / • n y  nvi . ■ ’ ' ■ ' Ol m  * V 7 . i ' r ‘ V
■i i 'P r j -■ | 1 i n  n ': ! 1 ' ’ 1 ) ('  t v  t I ■ 1  t  1 w  >' v ■ ’ i ■ f ' i v' i 1 '] rs f ; ' ’ . ; h  P V ■ ■ h O Vf 1 h p
, ■ g .  , f , ■ (-■ ■ i r, ■ Vi v 1 v ' ' ■ ' : " ’ \ ‘ ' m  ' i V *' l'-' M  Ir' ; i .■' ' I -
* , ■. i j , 11 ■ ■ i m v i r -, i ] : ■ 1 ■- - r.;, ( I-, i ■ y  o  h i n :' v ' , "1 ■ <1 1 '' : ' a  i < ■ <' t t “ ]■
- i ; ■ ■ o  i- f ' - W h  '! ‘ V.’ '  1 1 1 ‘ V P  1 '  * ' '  *' h " '  1 I '  '  ' " ' I  r  V ■ i f '  ' r p. t 1 r i f ;  j n  1 ■ ■
, ■ . -i . ),, i 1' ” ,
1 T  , t  f,  t  •• ; '  • '  t 1 p > , > '  —  1 • • ’ •  ̂ 1 f f * f '  i '  ' ’ r I > i '  . •  ̂ t  i s ' r •, r  | • - *  - , y ) t
w : • s ♦ ' r   ̂ o  p ’ * » . * -b > *' ■ f - .  > ' ' ’ ■■ l n  r i ) 1 <; i* ■ . v • i * 1 1 ] r 1 | 1 • j t 1  ̂ • . ] r > . ’• l j f • f '
'■’mo p' ^  ̂ i'j r1 t p-g *' i W ■ i ' f. p; ri1  ̂-j' f' V i  ̂ ■ ’ f’vrg ) y " 1 ; * f ■< 1' 4 L W ■ ) ■ : | 1  / t < i > i j | 1 + ̂ y*
)  p  i O  - -  i  ^  |  i  t  V '  f  ■ * i '  i '  r r’i r '  1 1 ^ ^  • * < •' \ ' '  ► i r  i p '  * •  ̂ '  • ■ ■ ♦ t  1 1 .• > < -  >-•. > '  i j i • r  ■ o
. ,  , ( '  ’ * * - , >  ■ ’ r  o  ;  f  - '  1 * '  ■ i - ■ ■ ■ t  ■ y  ’ :  i + ■ f ■ 1 ; ■ ■ ■ r '  t  r '  + p  ̂ r  i ■ y  o  ■ '
, i  t j r  | 1 ] ! t f ■ 1'' i "  y  ■ t 1 1 1 ;: ’ A ^  + ) r ' * ' 1 tt f *: ^  «, »i-  ̂ ■ y  , ' - • ’ j y  ^» t k  »» y
’. i p  i * p  ur ^ ' 1  l i ■ v  r I ‘ i  ] f ] '  J  ,  --i t r ' - *   ̂ t •  ̂ 'i * • t : ‘ o f >  |  V ' i n  * * ^ | ! : t Tr —
[ i ] p  t ( 1 I f * f ] 1;  ̂ \  : ' f’p' ‘ V : i f f  rg i ] ri f I '  ’• * • ■ • • * t ■ ► - »,,->*• t ^  I i j I ' O  [ <■• W i M ] 1
- ■, i , I f  1 t  ̂ , ■ i ri ( j p  t "  ■ ; i « 1>1 i : ' I - I V 1 f ■ , [ r v  i r  ; 1 j ' . '  r , '  ‘ I ' l l "
‘I f
i i ' o  j v  ! i ' " < n t '  ?  "  ' i ' h fi f i ’ r < ■ r ' i  ! ! ' 1 f  f * '  ^  * "i ■ n  v  p  r ' ' 1 " ' a  ! i f 1 f ■ * 1 n r i  ,
' i i p '  r  ' )  t i p  f (i i ’ n- 1 ■: r  i t * i pi . • t •■' I f ' '  r- v  | r ' t I ; "  ■ n  r; i ! y  /  ‘  r  - I j f ' r i o n
" 1 p npi] [>1 (i " | i/T h i r- i i 11ft'’ '’ f’: ’ '’ <1 v t 1 .f 1 ■1 'itt' ! ’ i 1! 1 * i: > I ' ’ t*(*'i ''■11 m — 
I n * '  ' ' p - i h i y p  I n  1 h ' 1 ' ‘n H 1 n r  ! p I i  s n p - v i ' r t  i 1 a  v n  1 t. n  1 r  1 a n  t . w  1 r 1 1 
t h a t  1 e  u s p !  1 a  t  h  °  1 a i v  o f  * h ^ n v k  , m 1 f-1’1'! t h  a  ' r °  ' !  l r  e  n  * v f  1H 
t t  r . " ' i v v r v  f ' l i l  p r i r : - ' :  a  v ■) » < ' j i | ' | i i t  ■ ’ i  V \ ‘  ■ ,
219
"Le p e u p l e  e s t  d o n e  c o m p o st  d 'h om m es .  Mals  11 
• s t  i  p r o p o s  q u ' i l  I 1i g n o r e  t o u j o u r s ,  A Je ne l e  
d l s  q u ' a u x  r i c h e s ,  aux  g r a n d s  A a u x  m i n i s  t r e e ,  
q u l  p o u r r o n t  oomme a u p a r a v a n t  a b u s e r  de  1 * i g n o r a n c e  
du p e u p l e . "7*+
T h e se  s m a l l  p a m p h l e t s ,  w h i l e  p i c k i n g  up some o f  t h e  
w o r s t  t r a i t s  Coyer  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  b a g a t e l l e s  s t i l l  
b e l o n g  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  In  a l l  a s p e c t s .  They l e d  
t o  f u l l - b o d i e d ,  w e l l  w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  i n  S o b l e s k l . They a r e  
e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  b u r n i n g  d r i v e  t o  h e l p  h i s  n a t i o n  w h ic h  sp a n s  
C o y e r 1s  w h o le  c a r e e r .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  P a t r l e  and  
P e u p l e  a r e  t h e  N o b l e s s e  com m ercan te  and i t s  D e f e n s e ,  e a s i l y  
C o y e r ' s  k e y  t o  w hat  s m a l l  amount o f  g l o l r e  e n d u r e d  p a s t  h i s  
own c e n t u r y .  B e tw e e n  t h e  M o b l e s s e  and Be l a
p r > d l c a t i o n . C h l n k l . E t r e n n e s . P l a n  d ‘ E d u c a t i o n ,  and t h e  
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  B l a c k s t o n e ' s  c r i m i n a l  c o d e  o f  E n g la n d  (w h ic h  
t o g e t h e r  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  body  o f  t h e  a b b # ' s  p a t r i o t i c  w o r k s ) ,  
a p p e a r  more " p h i l o s o p h i c a l " p u b l 1 c a t i o n s . At t h e  end o f  
h i s  c a r e e r ,  he r e t u r n s  t o  m o r a l i s i n g .  I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  
h i s  c a r e e r  and  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o l l o w  c l o s e l y  t h e  pyram id  
p a t t e r n  w h ic h  he s o  o f t e n  u s e d  i n  h i s  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e ,  t h e  
" p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  p e r i o d  b e i n g  a t  t h e  a p e x  o f  a l l  h i s  d e s i r e s  
and a c h i e v e m e n t s .
A l l  s i x  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o l l o w  t h e  same 
b a s i c  a p p r o a c h .  They t e l l ,  m o s t l y  I n  d e t a i l ,  w hat  i s  wrong  
w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m s ,  and p r o p o s e  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e i r  
a m e l i o r a t i o n .  A s i d e  from  t h a t  p o i n t ,  e a o h  one  i s  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  i t s  p a t t e r n  and s t y l e .  N o b l e s s e  and i t s  D e f e n s e
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a r e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  i n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  a l w a y s  s e r i o u s ,  
r a t h e r  a p o l o g e t i c  a t  t i m e s ,  and b i t l n g l y  c a u s t i c  a t  o t h e r s .  
P r e d i c a t i o n  p r e t e n d s  t o  be a serm o n  and i t  p r e a c h e s ,  e n d i n g  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  w i t h  a  v e r y  i n c o m p l e t e  and u n r e a l i s a b l e  p l a n  
w h ereb y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  and c o r r e c t  
t h e  m ores  o f  a  n a t i o n .  C h in k l  i s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t a l e  w hich  
p a r a b o l l c a l l y  show s what i s  wrong w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o n t r o l - g r o u p s . S o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b le m s  I s  o n l y  h i n t e d ,  
but  c r i t i c i s m  a b o u n d s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  P l a n  d 1 E d u c a t i o n  
i s  o n l y  a  s k e t c h ,  but  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a way w h ic h  s u g g e s t s  what  
prom pted  t h e  o u t l i n e .  Et  r e  l ines  i s  hum orou s ,  s a r c a s t i c  and  
w h i l e  o f f e r i n g  r i d i c u l o u s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r i n g  o f  what  
i t  c r i t i c i z e d ,  makes s e r i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  w e l l .  B l a c k s t o n e  
i s  m e r e l y  a t r a n s l a t i o n ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by t h e  hope  t h a t  t h e  
r e a d e r  w i l l  u s e  t h i s  m ode l  t o  make h i s  own t a b l e  o f  r e f o r m .
The s u b j e c t s  e a c h  t r e a t s  a r e  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h :  
com m erce ,  m o r a l i t y ,  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  s a l u b r i t y ,  
and p e n a l  c o d e .  As a g r o u p ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  works a r e  
more a d m i r a b l e  l i t e r a r i l y  t h a n  t n e  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  o n e s .  
S p e a k i n g  o n l y  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  i n  s t y l e ,  t h e  d i i 'p r * p e r t e io n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  on  " p a t r i e "  and " p eu p le"  and t h e  
N o b l e s s e  n omnia r  c a n t  e la I n c o m p a r a b l e .  I t  i s  a m a z in g  t h a t  
s u c h  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  l i t e r a r y  a b i l i t y  c a n  a p p e a r  i n  c o n t i g u o u s  
w o r k s ,  s e p a r a t e d  by o n l y  a  y e a r ' s  t i m e .
The N o b l e s s e  com m ercante  r e p r e s e n t s  C o y e r ' s  b e s t  w r i t ­
t e n ,  m ost  c o n v i n c i n g  and m ost  c o n f i d e n t  p i e c e .  He a v o i d s
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a l l  humor and s a r c a s m .  The m o st  i m p o r t a n t  s t y l i s t i c  q u e s ­
t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h e  m eth o d s  he  u s e s  t o  p o s e  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  and  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n v i n c e  t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r s  w h ic h  he  
h a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  them a r e  t h e  c o r r e c t  o n e s .  To a c h i e v e  t h i s ,
t h e  abb #  h a s  skimmed t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  d e v i c e s  from p r e v i o u s  
w orks  t h a t  a l s o  s h a r e d  num erous s t y l i s t i c  f a u l t s .  The r e p e ­
t i t i o n s  and l i s t s  a r e  h e l d  t o  an  a b s o l u t e  minimum and u s e d  
t o  r e i n f o r c e ,  add s p e e d ,  o r  n a i l  home a  d i f f i c u l t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  
Q u e s t i o n s ,  r h e t o r i c a l  and a n s w e r e d ,  a r e  a s  a b u n d a n t  a s  e v e r ,  
b u t  a r e  n o t  o u t  o f  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  e x p o s i t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
r e s u l t  i s  a  c o n v i n c i n g  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a u t h o r  and im a­
g i n a r y  a d v e r s a r i e s  (who s o o n  became r e a l ) .  The d i a l o g u e s  
and q u e s t i o n s  and a n s w e r s  c a n  be c o n v i n c i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
C oyer  h i m s e l f  who c h o s e  th em ,  and t h e r e f o r e  had a l l  t h e  
t i m e .h e  n e e d e d  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o r  a t t a c k s ,  w h ic h  
a l w a y s  end i n  h i s  f a v o r .  A new t e c h n i q u e  i s  t h a t  he o f t e n  
a l l o w s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  h i m s e l f .  He u s e s  
a n c i e n t  and B i b l i c a l  a l l u r i o n s  s p a r i n g l y  and c h o o s e s  c a r e ­
f u l l y  t h e  o n e s  he u s e s .  Coyer  h a s  by now r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  
b e s t  t e c h n i q u e  i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  s m a l l  
m a n a g e a b le  c o m p a r t m e n t s ,  w h ich  he  u s e s  i n  t h e  M o b l e s s e  and  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  D e f e n s e . A l t h o u g h  t o t a l  d e p a r t u r e  from  
l a  m o r a le  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  o n l y  i n  r e l a ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  m a in  q u e s t i o n :  com m erce .  J o i n e d  t o  t h i s  n e e d
t o  pu rg e  i s  h i s  u s e  o f  a d a g e s — h e r e  a g a i n  u s e d  m i n i m a l l y .
A l l  a r e  d e v i c e s  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  r e a d e r .
2 2 2
“Le p r e m i e r  q u i  a l t  d l t ,  q u ' i l  v a u d r o i t  m ieu x  
f a l r e  d e s  r l e n a  que  de ne r l e n  f a l r e ,  c o n n o l s -  
s o l t  b i e n  l e s  d a n g e r s  de  1 1 o l s l v e t $ .  75
" C * 4 t o l t  une maxime d e s  a n c i e n s  c h l n o l s  q u e ,  
s ' 11 y  a v o i t  un homme q u i  ne l a b o u r a t  p o i n t ,  
q u e l q u ' u n  s o u f f r o i t  l a  f a l m  dans 1 • e m p i r e ? 6
"Qui e s t  l e  M a t t r e  de l a  m er,  e s t  l e  M a l t r e  de  
t o u t ." 7 7
A l s o  p r e v i o u s l y  u s e d ,  and h e r e  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n ,  a r e  th e  
p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  t e n s e s  w h ic h  m a i n t a i n  a  s e n s e  o f  imme­
d i a c y  and t o p i c a l i t y .  They a l s o  ten d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c l o s e r  
r a p p o r t  b e t w e e n  a u t h o r  and r e a d e r ,  when com b ined  w i t h  a  
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e .
The f r i e n d l y  a t m o s p h e r e  v e r y  o b v i o u s l y  p r o j e c t e d ,  i s  
one o f  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  Coyer  u s e s  t o  c o n v i n c e .  He t a l k s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  He i n c l u d e s  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p e r s o n  p l u r a l  v e r b s  t h r o u g h o u t .  J u s t  a s  f r e q u e n t  a r e  f i r s t  
p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  v e r b s .  He r e n d e r s  h i s  e x p o s i t i o n  more p e r ­
s o n a l  w i t h  p a r e n t h e t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  and c o n v e r s a t i o n a l
7 8e x c l a m a t i o n s  s u c h  a s :  "La G u e r r e ,  i l  e s t  v r a i , . . . "  o r
79 HO" , , , u n  c o e u r  C i t o y e n ,  ( q u a l i t S  b i e n  r a r e ) , . . , "  o r  "Eh b i e n ! "
C oyer  a l s o  add s  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  a t m o s p h e r e  by p r e s e n t i n g
f i c t i t i o u s  d i a l o g u e s  b e t w e e n  a f a t h e r  and s o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,
and by d i r e c t l y  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  q u o t a t i o n s  he h a s  c i t e d ,  a s
th o u g h  t h e  o t h e r  a u t h o r  were  m a kin g  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  p e r s o n .
T h ese  a u t h o r s  w ere  f a m i l i a r  t o  C o y e r ,  b e c a u s e  he had w i d e l y
r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  w r i t e .  I f  he
c o u l d  back up h i s  own s t a t e m e n t  by a s i m i l a r  i d e a  from
som eone  fa m o u s ,  t h e n  h i s  own was more c r e d i b l e .
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C oyer  c h o s e  h i s  e x a m p l e s  a s  c a r e f u l l y  a s  h i s  c i t a t i o n s ,  
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  t o  w in  h i s  a r g u m e n t :  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  E n g la n d ,  H o l l a n d  and I t a l y ,  w hose  commerce  
e n r i c h e d  t h e i r  n a t i o n ,  s t a n d  a s  an  e x a m p le  f o r  F r a n c e ,  whom 
he c o n s i d e r s  i n f i n i t e l y  r i c h e r  i n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The 
a b b i ' s  d e v i c e s  f o r  d r a w i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  h i s  s i d e  a r e  c l e v e r .  
He s t a t e s  what  he  c o u l d  d o ,  i f  he  w a n t e d ,  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  
o b s e r v e r .  He c o u l d  u s e  t h e  o b s e r v e r ' s  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  h im .  
C oyer  i n s i s t s  he  w i l l  n o t  r e s o r t  t o  t h i s ,  but  In  r e a l i t y  
t h a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what he d o e s .  A n o t h e r  d e v i c e  i s  p s y c h o ­
l o g i c a l l y  t o  c o u c h  t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  i n  p l e a s i n g  v o c a b u ­
l a r y  .
" / l a  N o b l e s s £ 7  t r o u v e r a  / d a n s  l e  c o m m e r c e /  l a
c o n s e r v a t i o n  & 1 ' a m e l i o r a t i o n  de  s e s  t e r r e s ,
1 ' a g r a n d i s s e m e n t  de  s e s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  l ' a f f e r -  
m i s s e m e n t  de  s e s  d r o i t s ,  l a  s u r e t ®  de s e s  p r i ­
v i l e g e s ,  l a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  de  s e s  v a s s a u x ,  
l * l » d u c a t i o n  e t  1 1 f t t a b l i s s e m e n t  de  s e s  e n f a n s .
Que f a u t - i l  po u r  t o u t  c e l a ?  Des r i c h e s s e s .
Le Commerce l e s  d o n n e ." 82
The s i m p l e , s h o r t  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h e  f i n a l  and n e c e s s a r y  
p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  n e e d s  t o  a d m it  t o  h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h a t  i s
w hat  he had b e e n  w a n t i n g  a l l  a l o n g .  rtR i c h e s s e "  i s  a  c o n ­
s t a n t  p l o y ,  t a n t a l i z i n g  t h e  p o o r  n o b le m a n .  A n o t h e r  c o n ­
v i n c i n g  m ethod i s  t o  a ssum e  an  u n d e s i r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n ,  l i k e  
w a r ,  and p r o v e  how t h e  n o b i l i t y  c o u l d  p r o f i t  more from
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co m m erce ,  J C oyer  p r o v e d  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  by s t a t i s t i c s  from  
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Vauban and f i g u r e s  t h a t  he c a l c u l a t e d  h i m s e l f .
" S u p p o so n s  done  que  t r e n t e  m i l l e  G e n t i l sh o m m e s  
s e u l e m e n t ,  e n r i c h i s  p a r  l e  Commerce, d f p e n s e n t  
t r o i s  l i v r e s  de  p l u s  c h a q u e  J o u r ,  v o i l i  une c o n -  
e o m m a tio n  po u r  c e n t  n e u f  m i l l i o n s  c i n q  c e n s  m i l l e  
l i v r e s  p a r  an;  & de  c e t t e  c o n s o m m a t io n  q u e l  a c -  
c r o i s e e m e n t  de s u b s i s t e n c e  po u r  un p e u p l e  de 
c u l t i v a t e u r s  & d * a r t i s a n s ?"85
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C o y e r ,  n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  h i s  own a r g u m e n t s  and f i c t i t i o u s  o n e s ,
p i t s  M o n t e s q u ie u  and  Vauban a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and draw s
86c o n c l u s i o n s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  h i s  own d i s c u s s i o n .  A f o r c e d
d e v i c e ,  w h ic h  n o n e t h e l e s s  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  was i n  s t a t i n g
what  som eone  d i d  n o t  s a y , a s  p r o o f  t o  h i s  a r g u m e n t .
"Ni l e  M arquis  de L a s s a y ,  n i  l e  P r e s i d e n t  
de M o n t e s q u i e u ,  n ' o n t  avancA  q u e  l e  Commerce 
d A s h o n o r e r o i t  l a  N o b l e s s e . "87
The m ost  s u r p r i s i n g  and e f f i c a c i o u s  m ethod  o f  a l l  was i n
p r o v i n g  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ,  he who o p p o s e d  C o y e r ' s  p l a n ,  t h a t
he  was a l r e a d y  e n g a g e d  i n  com m erce .
"Mais oubl iA -je  que vous commercez dAj& 
sans vous en appercevoir?"88
Most o f  t h e s e  m eth o d s  a r e  new t o  C o y e r ' s  s t y l e .  T h e i r  
b a s e s ,  i n  e a c h  c a s e ,  a r e  r e a s o n  and l o g i c .  When o p p o s i t i o n  
b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r ,  C oyer  was p r e p a r e d  f o r  i t ,  and was more  
c o n f i d e n t  t h a n  e v e r  i n  h i s  t e a c h e r - l i k e  r e t o r t s .
C oyer  h a s  d i v i d e d  t h e  D A fen se  i n t o  s m a l 1 s e c t i o n s  a c ­
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r im a r y  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  t o  h i s  p l a n .  He a n s w e r s  
th em ,  n o t  s u c c i n c t l y ,  i n  a  more i m p e r s o n a l  way,  more "on" and  
l e s s  "nous" and " j e " .  The s e n t e n c e s  a r e  l o n g e r ,  d e v o i d  o f  
c o l o r f u l  i m a g e s ,  and t e n d  t o  r a m b l e ,  r a r e l y  a d d i n g  a n y t h i n g  
new t o  t h e  N o b l e s s e . L o o k in g  a t  t h e  N o b l e s s e  and t h e  DA­
f e n s e  a s  a  u n i t ,  a s i d e  from t h e  a d v a n c e s  C oyer  made i n  
v a r i e t y  o f  a p p r o a c h ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s l a n t s  i n  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
and t h e  g e n e r a l  t i d y i n g  up o f  c a r e l e s s  r e d u n d a n c i e s ,  t h r e e  
s t y l i s t i c  d e v i c e s  s t a n d  o u t  a s  im p r o v e m e n ts  i n  hl& l i t e r a r y  
e v o l u t i o n .
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l The author seemed brusquely to  recognize  the value
of  d e s c r ip t iv e  a d je c t iv e s  to render h is  images more s t r i k i n g .
■ 89He opposed a “Noblesse b r i l la n te "  to a "Noblesse obscure" 
to ex p la in  v i s u a l l y  how the n o b i l i t y  was f a l l i n g  in to  ru ins ,
9  0in  other words, "cette  Noblesse enchain$e par 1 1 in d ig e n c e . . . "  
The idea of  being in  chains made the n ot ion  of m ob il i ty  im­
p o s s ib l e ,  and Coyer cemented h i s  notion  by a p a ss iv e  con-
91s t r u c t io n .  He showed them in a "indigne serv itud e" .  both 
noun and a d je c t iv e  were counter to everyth ing  the nobleman 
was supposed to sym bolise .  Coyer c a p i t a l i z e s  on the fa c t  
that r ich es  were o f te n  the pjfece de r l s i s t e n c e  for  a c la s s  
s lowly  lo s in g  a l l  grasp on i t s  remaining wealth. To prevent  
the idea "commerce y i e ld s  wealth" from descending to the 
crass  f in a n c ia l  debasement of f i l t h y  lu c r e ,  Coyer made sure
h is  readers understood that commerce "amfcne des r ic h e s s e s
9 2innocentes que personne ne censure," He made the noble*s
9 3sapped power v i s i b l e  in  "<rp4e i n u t i l e " .  Deceiving nature
so as not to have any o f f s p r in g ,  Coyer c a l l e d  "funeste l e 9on
9dde l a  miserel" C lose ly  r e la ted  to these  ex p ress ive  a d jec ­
t i v e s  are the images and metaphors in  which they are found.
The abb4 uses h is  metaphors e i t h e r  to crown commerce 
or to d ep ic t  gra p h ica l ly  the miserable s t a t e  o f  the n o b i l i t y .
Q c
Commerce becomes "une planche dans le  naufrage ,"77 the tree  
96o f  l i f e , 7 a tree  whose branches are so prodigious that
97they are w ith in  •veryman, s reach. Along with the powerful,  
p ro te c t in g  t r e e .  Coyer p a ints  h is  su b jec t  as the everflowing
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98m i l k  from t h e  b r e a s t  o f  a n o u r r i c e . I t  I s  o u r i o u s  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  s u g g e s t  a  m o t h e r ' s  m i lk  I n s t e a d ,  s i n c e )  he c o n ­
s i d e r e d  I t  h a r m f u l  t o  b o t h  m o th e r  and  c h i l d  when a  w e t -
n u r s e  was c a l l e d  i n  t o  s u c k l e  a  b a b y .  The m e ta p h o r  o f
99"une m ine  q u i  don ne  t o u j o u r s  a  c eu x  q u i  f o u i l l e n t ,  f i t s  
i n  w i t h  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  r i c h e s ,  but  i s  w eaker  and l e s s  
p i c t u r e s q u e  t h a n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  o n e s .  He i s  more g r a p h i c  
i n  s h o w i n g  a  m i s e r a b l e ,  h e l p l e s s  n o b i l i t y .
With p i q u a n t ,  u n e x a g g e r a t e d  s c e n e s ,  Coyer  i s  t h e  m ost  
c o n v i n c i n g .
" . . . c e t t e  N o b l e s s e  e n c h a i n # e  p a r  I 1I n d i g e n c e ,  
s u r  q u i  l e  s o l e i l  ne s e  l # v e  que  pour  # c l a l r e r  
s a  m i s e r e ,  & q u i  rfe p o i n t  d ' a i l e s  po u r  v o l e r  
aux r e c o m p e n s e s  . . . N100
" . . . c e s  a r m o i r i e s  r o n g # e s  p a r  l e  t e m p s . . . "
At t i m e s  he  m e r e l y  d e s c r i b e s .
“E f l t - i l  m ieu x  v a l u  que c e  G enti lhom m e f u t  
r e s  t *  d a n s  l a  f a n g e  d ' u n  p e t i t  F i e f ,  a v e c  
une #p#e  i n u t i l e  4  dan s  un C e l l  b a t  f o r e #  
q u i  n ' a u r o i t  p a s  meme l e  m f ir i t e  de  p s a l m o d i e r  
p o u r  l e s  F i d & l e s ." 1 0 2
In  one s e n t e n c e  t h e  abb #  h a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them t h e  d i s a d v a n ­
t a g e s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t h e  C h u r ch , and a t  t h e  same t im e  
c o u c h e d  what r e m a i n e d ,  t h e i r  l a n d ,  i n  a  s t r o n g ,  u n p l e a s a n t  
l i g h t ,  f i n a l i z e d  by t h e  i m p e r f e c t  s u b j u n c t i v e .  Most o f  t h e  
t im e  he  s p e a k s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n o b l e s  who a r e  a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t  
d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  him on t h e  s p o t .
“Vos femmes v o u s  dem and en t  une s u b s i s t a n c e  
d $ c e n t e ,  v o s  e n f a n s  de l ' # d u c a t i o n  & d e s  # t a -  
b l i s s e m e n s :  e s t - c e  e n  rem uant  l e s  c e n d r e s  de v o s
a n c e t r e s  que v o u s  t r o u v e r e z  d e s  t r # s o r s  pour  
r e m p l i r  c e s  d e v o i r s  s a c r # s ? " 1 0 3
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Home, f o o d ,  and  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  were  t h e  n o b l e ' s  
p r i n c i p l e  c o n c e r n s *  C oyer  show ed  him h e l p l e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  
g h o s t s  o f  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  b e f o r e  h i s  own f a m i l y .
H is  main c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  commerce was t h e  m i l i ­
t a r y .  R a t h e r  u n f a i r l y , h e  p r e s e n t s  a s p e e c h  by t h e  s o n s  who 
a r e  l e f t  a t  home when t h e  f a t h e r  can o n l y  a f f o r d  a  m i l i ­
t a r y  p o s t  f o r  h i s  e l d e s t .
"Vous nous  a v e z  prechft  d i e  l e  b e r c e a u  que nous  
ne d e v i o n s  e s p i r e r  n i  b i e n  n i  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  que  
p a r  l a  g u e r r e  & l e s  p A r i l s :  nous  a v o n s  a p p r i s
de bonne h e u r e  & j u r e r ,  & q u e r e l l e r ,  5. i n s u l t e r  
t o u t  c e  q u i  n ' e s t  pas  n o b l e ,  & m a n i e r  l e s  a r m e s ,
% t i r e r  s u r  l e s  g a r d e s  de l a  c h a s s e  v o i s i n e ,  h  
d f t v a e t e r  d e s  b l e d s ,  & e s t r o p i e r  d e s  p a y s a n s ,  & 
c o n f o n d r e  l e  d r o l t  a v e c  l a  f o r c e ; nous nous  sommes 
f a i t  d e s  ames de  t i g r e s ,  nous v o i l &  t o u t  formAs  
p o u r  l a  g u e r r e . . . Q u e  f a i r e  de nos  ftpftes,  t a n d i s  
que nou s  n ' a v o n s  d ' a u t r e  ennemi que  l a  f a im ? " 1 0 4
Here i s  a  g oo d  e x a m p le  o f  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  what had p r e ­
v i o u s l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  s i n g s o n g  d u l l n e s s ,  R e p e t l t i n n  o f  th e  
p r e p o s i t i o n  & f o l l o w e d  by an i n f i n i t i v e  f i x e s  t h e  i d e a s ,  
i n t e n s i f i e s  t h e i r  e f f e c t ,  and m a i n t a i n s  an  u n c h a n g e a b l e  
a t t i t u d e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i m p e r s o n a l n e s s . The c h o i c e  o f  p e ­
j o r a t i v e  v e r b s  ( s w e a r ,  q u a r r e l ,  i n s u l t ,  d e v a s t a t e ) ,  f o l l o w e d  
t h e  r u i n  o f  what  s h o u l d  h a v e  r e m a in e d  d e s i r a b l e  and b e n e f i c i a l  
( " b l e d s " ,  " p a y s a n s " ,  " d r o i t " ) ,  was more c o n v i n c i n g ,  n e g a t i v e l y ,  
t h a n  p r e a c h i n g  o r  m o r a l i z i n g  w o u ld  have  b e e n .
The s t y l e  o f  Dg i a  p r e d i c a t i o n  i s  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  H o b l c s s e  p.oim?rypni;.** f e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  p r e a c h i n g  
and m o r a l i z i n g  p l a y  t h e  m ajo r  r o l e s .  H is  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  
e n t i r e l y  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p a m p h l e t .  They
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f e l t  I t  was a n  o p e n  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  any e f f o r t  t o w a r d s  
p r e a c h i n g  s i n c e  C oy er  p o i n t e d  o u t  how no p r e a c h e r  from  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t*me had  e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  t o  make a n y  p r o g r e s s  
to w a r d s  c o r r e c t i n g  m an k in d .
C oyer  h i m s e l f  p r e a c h e s ,  and a d m i t s  i t .  He a l t e r n a t e s  
b e t w e e n  b e i n g  d r y ,  s e e m i n g l y  f r i g h t e n i n g  i n  t h e  c o l d  r e p o r t i n g  
o f  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  e v i l  t h a t  had t a k e n  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n ­
t u r i e s ,  and b e i n g  p a s s i o n a t e  and t h r e a t e n i n g .  For h i s  h i s ­
t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  c h o s e  t h e  m ost  e v i l  e p o c h s  
i n  B i b l i c a l  h i s t o r y .  The o v e r a l l  a t m o s p h e r e  i s  p e s s i m i s t i c .
He d o e s  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  debunk any c a t e g o r y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
from p o e t s  t o  p r o p h e t s .  In  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  o u t l i n e  by e x a m p le s  
t h e  e v i l  o f  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  he c h a n n e l s  h i s  l i n e  o f  t h i n k i n g  
i n t o  F r e n c h  h i s t o r y  ( a £ . ,  C l o v i s ,  C h a r le m a g n e)  and p a r a l l e l s  
t h e s e  l i v e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  famous l e a d e r s  from o t h e r s  c o u n t r i e s ,  
a s  i f  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i t  was n o t  h i s  c o u n t r y  a l o n e  w h ic h  c o u l d  
n o t  s u c c e e d .  The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r e a c h i n g  ( o r  l a c k  o f  i t )  
t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  a g e s  up t o  h i s  own i s  a  s e c t i o n  by I t s e l f .
The f o l l o w i n g  com partm ent  t r e a t s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  p r e a c h i n g
i n  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s .  A v e r y  s t r o n g l y  worded p e r s o n a l  s t a t e -
ment makes i t  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why h i s  r e a d e r s  c a l l e d  him
an  a t h e i s t  a f t e r  t h i s .
"Je v o u d r o i s  b i e n  s a v o i r  p a r  q u e l l e  f a t a l i t ®  
i l  e s t  a r r i v l i ,  que  l a  p r e d i c a t i o n  ou p l u s  
d ' e n e r g i e  p o u r  l e  mal que  pour  l e  b i e n  dan s  
t o u t e s  l e s  R e l i g i o n s .  "105
He d o e s  n o t  l e a v e  t h i s  a s  an  em pty  c l u c k i n g  o f  t h e  t o n g u e ;
r a t h e r ,  he  f i n d s  p r o o f  i n  h i s  own r e l i g i o n :  t h e  c r u s a d e s ,  t h e
A 1 b l g e n s  I a n s , League  m a s s a c r e s - - a l l  i n s p i r e d  by p r e a c h i n g .
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The t h i r d  s e c t i o n  w h ic h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  i n e f f i c a c y  
o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r  o o v e r s  l i t e r a t u r e .  P o e t s  w ere  d i v i n e l y  
i n s p i r e d ,  but  t h e y  f a i l e d ,  a s  d i d  t r a g e d i a n s .  H e r e ,  t h o u g h ,  
he has  l e s s  p a t i e n c e ,  f o r  w r i t e r s  o f  t r a g e d y  h a v e  two e l e m e n t s  
a t  t h e i r  command w h ic h  Coyer c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l ,  t e r r o r  
and p i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a b u n d a n t  i n  the  com&dle l a r m o y a n t e .
Coyer t r i e s  b o th  e l e m e n t s  i n  h i s  e s s a y  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n v i n c e . 
For t e r r o r ,  he t h r e a t e n s  th e  r e a d e r s  w i t h  d a m n a t io n .  H is  
p i t y  i s  m o s t l y  f o r  t h e  p e u p l e . who r e c e i v e  no b e n e f i t s  a t  
a l l  from s o c i e t y .  S t i l l  g o i n g  from t h e  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  s p e ­
c i f i c ,  C oyer  c o n c e r n s  h i s  n e x t  s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p h l l o s o p h e s .
W h i le  t h e  P h l lo B Q P h e s  h a v e  f a i l e d  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  p r e ­
v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  g r o u p s  t o  i n s t i l l  g o o d n e s s ,  t h e y  r e m a in  
p r i s t i n e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  f o r  t h e s e  men w i l l  be t h e  a b b $ * s  
t o o l  i n  h i s  u l t i m a t e  p l a n .  He d u l l y  l i s t s  t h e i r  c a p a b i l i ­
t i e s ,  a l l  p h r a s e s  s i m p l e ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  and f o l l o w e d  
by a  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  v e r b .  The r e s u l t  i s  a s  u n adorned  a s  an  
o u t l i n e ,  and h a r d l y  more i n t e r e s t i n g .  A l t h o u g h  C oyer  w r o t e  
De p r e d i c a t i o n  n e a r l y  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  N o b l e s s e . 
he h a s  l a p s e d  back i n t o  f o r m e r  bad h a b i t s ,  and h a s  n o t  
p r o f i t e d  from t h e  new d e v i c e s  he had u s e d  s i n c e  t h e  N o b l e s s e . 
One t r a i t ,  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  i n  h i s  i n t e r v e n i n g  "p h i l o s o p h i c a l " 
p i e c e s ,  i s  a p p a r e n t j - c a u s t i c i t y j - b u t  i s  i s  w i t h o u t  s t i n g .
Now t h a t  he  has  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p h l l o s o p h e s  a s  t h a t  body he 
c o n s i d e r s  c a p a b l e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e a c h i n g ,  he  i s  r e a d y  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h e  main q u e s t i o n ,  a r o u n d  w h ic h  he  s h o u l d  h a v e  b u i l t
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h i s  e n t i r e  e s s a y ,  b u t  w h i c h ,  i n s t e a d ,  was t o t a l l y  o b f u s ­
c a t e d  t y  a  m i s u n d e r s t o o d ,  e x a g g e r a t e d  i n t r o d u c t i o n .
"Quel s e r a  d o n e  l e  v r a i  P r f t d i c a t e u r ?  Le GOUVERNEMENT.
E ven  a t  t h e  a p e x  o f  h i s  b u i l d u p ,  Coyer r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r
s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  q u e s t i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  by h i s  own a n s w e r ,
t h e  same o v e r e x t e n d e d  e f f e c t  r e m a i n i n g  from t h e  B a g a t e l l e s .
He s h o u l d  now be a c t i v e l y  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  p l a n ,  b u t  i n s t e a d
he h a s  fo u n d  a n o t h e r  o u t l e t  f o r  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  m o r e s ,  more
b i t t e r ,  l e s s  a m u s in g  t h a n  b e f o r e .  When he r e s o r t e d  t o  h i s
u s u a l  t e c h n i q u e  o f  p r o o f  by c i t i n g  t h e  a n c i e n t s ,  he w e a k l y
i n s e r t s  an  i m a g i n a r y  c o m p i a i n t ,  and h i s  a n s w e r  t o  i t ,
n e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  i s  a s  c l e v e r  a s  he w o u ld  h a v e  w a n t e d ,
"Q uoi l  t o u j o u r s  d e s  Romains & d e s  Grecs"  
ne c e s s e r a - t - o n  p a s  de nous  e n n u y e r  de  
l e u r  s a g e s s e ?  P a r d o n ,  Je c r o y a i s , & v o s  
m o e u r s ,  que  j a m a i s  on ne v o u s  e n  a v o i t  p a r l f t ."
C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  t r i t e n e s s  o f  t h e  a b o v e  c i t a t i o n  i s
h i s  r e c o u n t i n g  o f  an  i m a g i n a r y  dream . I t  a p p e a r s  t o  be a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  l e  R$ve de d 1A le m b e r t  and
t h e  v i s u a l  f o r m a t i o n  o f  V o l t a i r e ' s  Le S j f e c l e  de L o u i s  X IV .
"Gccup# p r o f o n d i r a e n t , i l  y a q u e l q u e s  J o u r s ,  &, 
f a t i g u 4  de l ' o b j e t  qu e  j e  t r a i t e ,  j e  m ' e n d o r m i s ;
& Je v i s  e n  r&ve une p y r a m id e  v i v a n t e .  La b a s e  
e n  f t t o l t  im m en se ,  C ' i t o i t  un g r a n d  p e u p l e .  Les  
a u t r e s  O r d r e s , l a  d i m i n u a n t  de s u p e r f i c i e ,  4  e n  
a u g m e n t a n t  de s p l e n d e u r , s e  s u r m o n t o i e n t  e n  d i s ­
t a n c e s  m a r q u i e s  p a r  l e  m i r i t e .  Le G ouvernem ent  
d o m l n o l t  au  som m et.  Tout  8>to lt  d a n s  un m ouve-  
ment r i g u l i e r ,  t o u t  s ' a g i t o i t  p o u r  s ' C l e v e r  & 
un d f g r e  s u p i r i e u r  ou p o u r  ne p a s  t o m b e r . . . C e  q u i  
me c h a r m o i t  l e  p l u s  d a n s  c e  g r a n d  s p e c t a o l e ,  
e ' e s t  que  l a  s o u r c e  d e s  b i e n s  c o u l o i t  s a n s  c e s s e ,  
t a n d i s  que  c e l l e  d e s  maux f t t o i t  p r e s q u ' a r r f c t 4 e .
Je  m ' ^ v e i l l a i  & t o u t  d i s p a r u t . " 1 0 8
1 0 6
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T h i s  dream s t a n d s  a s  one  o f  two h i g h l i g h t s  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  
h a l f  o f  t h e  e s s a y ,  d m  e f  trtiftoh t h e  e n d i n g .  And y e t
t h i s  t o o  f a i l s  t o  s a v e  t h e  work from d e s e r v e d  h a r s h  c r i t i ­
c i s m .  I t  l a c k s  D i d e r o t * s  v i v a c i o u s  c o m p l e x i t y ,  and t h e  
b r o a d - s w e e p i n g  panorama o f  V o l t a i r e ' s  s t u d i e d  h i s t o r i c a l  
m a s t e r p i e c e .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  C o y e r ' s  id eaB  
w h ic h  a r e  r e p r e h e n s i b l e ,  but  r a t h e r  t h e i r  u n i m a g i n a t i v e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p a r a g r a p h ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  I s  
a n  i n c e s s a n t  u n d u l a t i o n  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  e l s e w h e r e ,  ( e g . .  
"pyram ide  v i v a n t e " , "un mouvement r e g u l i e r " ,  " t o u t  s ' a g i t o i t 11, 
"s ' I d  e v e r " ,  " to m b er" ,  " p r e n o i t  d e s  f o r c e s " ,  " r f p a n d u " . )
C oyer  s h o u l d  h av e  l e a r n e d  t o  r e p l a c e  h i s  s t a b l e  i n f i n i t i v e s  
by c o n j u g a t e d  v e r b s ,  and h i s  i n t a n g i b l e  c o n c e p t s  by more  
m e t a p h o r s  l i k e  t h e  few  w h ic h  l e a p e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  e y e  by 
t h e i r  s i n g u l a r i t y  i n  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  w o r k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S o b l e s k l . 
H is  f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  i s  h i s  b e s t  b e c a u s e  i t  a c h i e v e s  t h e s e  
two t h i n g s :  t h e  mood he  s e t  o u t  t o  p o r t r a y  bounds f o r w a r d
s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  and h i s  s t y l e  i s  i t s  m ost  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  two  
h u n d re d  p a g e s ,
H is  w ords  embody a  p a s s i o n  and p o r t r a y  and p r e v i e w  a  
r e v o l u t i o n  b o t h  by t h e i r  a c t i o n  and i d e a s .
“ . . . J u s q u ' A  c e  que  l e  p e u p l e  ne  v o y a n t  p l u s  r i e n  
A r e s p e c t e r  d a n s  l e s  r i c h e s  A d a n s  l e s  g r a n d s ,  
l e s  i n s u l t e ,  l e s  t r o u b l e  dan s  l e u r s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,
A l e s  d t p o u i l l e ;  ju s q u 'S .  c e  que  t o u s  l e s  O rd re s  de  
l ' E t a t  s e  h e u r t e n t  l e s  u n s  c o n t r e  l e s  a u t r e s  a v e c  
l e  p o i& s  de  t o u s  l e s  v i c e s ,  b r i s e n t  t o u s  l e s  l i e n s  
d e s  l o i x  A de l a  c o n c o r d e ,  J u s q u ' a u  moment e n f i n  
oft i l  ne  r e B t e r a  n i  J u s t i c e ,  n i  h o n n fe te tA ,  n i  c o n -  
s e l l ,  n i  f o r c e ,  n i  c o u r a g e ,  C ' e s t  a l o r s  p e u t - f c t r e  
q u ' u n e  N a t i o n  b a r b a r e  ou p o l i c f t e  d e p u i s  p e u ,  m a is
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moins corrom pue, v ie n d r a  l e  f a r  & l a  s a i n ,  tous 
donner s e s  l o l z  e t  s e s  n o e u r s .  Tel f u t  l e  s o r t  
de 1 'E a p lr e  Hoaaln & de to u s  l e s  E t& ts , lo r sq u e  
t o u t  f u t  corrom p u .“109
The c e n t r a l  t h e n e  I s  t h a t  c o r r u p t i o n  l e a d s  t o  r u i n  b e c a u s e  
p r e v e n t i v e  m e a s u r e s  become i m p o s s i b l e .  T here  i s  a  c r e s ­
c e n d o  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  l e d  by t h r e e  " j u s q u ! &" c o n j u n c t i o n s .
He g o e s  from t h e  g e n e r a l  ( " l e  p e u p l e " )  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
( " l ' S t a t " ) ,  t o  t h e  a b s t r a c t  ( " J u s t i c e " ,  " h o n n e t e t # " ,  " c o u r ­
a g e " ,  e t c . ) .  The v i o l e n c e  b e g i n s  s l o w l y  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p a r t i c i p l e  "ne v o y a n t  p l u s  r i e n " ,  and h u r l s  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h r e e  
p r e s e n t  t e n s e  v e r b B ,  a l l  p r e c e d e d  by t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  
p ro n o u n  " l e s " ,  w h ic h  s u g g e s t  i n c r e a s e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n :  
" i n s u l t e "  " t r o u b l e "  " d S p o u i l l e " .  The m i d d le  p h r a s e  
begun by "Jusqu*&" shows t r o u b l e  i n  t o t a l  command b e c a u s e  
t h e  c e n t r a l  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a l o w e r  c l a s s  
t o  an  u p p e r .  H is  m e ta p h o r  a t t r i b u t i n g  w e i g h t  t o  v i c e s ,  
c a r r i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  i d e a  o f  v i o l e n c e  by b r e a k i n g  th e  bonds w h ic h  
u n i t e  l a w ,  J u s t i c e ,  and o r d e r ,  and m e t a m o r p h o s in g  them i n t o  
d i s c o r d .  The t h i r d  s e c t i o n  s l o w s  down t h e  a c t i o n  by a  
brea k  w i t h  " e n f i n " ,  and b r i n g s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  a  g r a d u a l  
s t o p  by t h e  r e p e a t e d  n e g a t i v e s  "ni" ( f i v e  t i m e s ) .  At a  
dead  h a l t ,  Coyer  p r o j e c t s  a  t h o u g h t f u l  and t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  
h a l f - t h r e a t ,  h a l f - p r e d i c t i o n ,  t h a t  a b a r b a r o u s  and p o l i c e d  
n a t i o n ,  b o th  f r i g h t e n i n g  c o n c e p t s  f o r  h i s  F r a n c e ,  m ig h t  f o r c e  
s u b j u g a t i o n ,  t h e i r  power b e i n g  t h e i r  p u r i t y ,  i . e . ,  l a c k  o f  
c o r r u p t i o n .  The r e a l  t h r e a t  i s  i n  a  m o r a l i s t i c  r u m i n a t i o n
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o f  what  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d  t o  o t h e r s  In  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h e  p a s t ,  f a c t u a l l y  s t a t e d  i n  a  p a s s S  s i m p l e . I t  was u n d o u b t ­
e d l y  M o n t e s q u i e u ' s  De lja g r a n d e u r  e t  d e c a d e n c e  d e s  Homalns  
t h a t  i n s p i r e d  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m p l e ,  and i t  was w e l l  c h o s e n ,  f o r  
many o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  w o u ld  be f a m i l i a r  enough  w i t h  t h e  c o n ­
te m p o r a r y  work s o  t h a t  f u r t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  and e x p l a n a t i o n  
w ere  u n n e c e s s a r y .
An o v e r a l l  l o o k  a t  De l a  p r e d i c a t i o n  shows two d i s ­
t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  and u n e q u a l  p o r t i o n s .  The f i r s t  was m o r a l i s -  
t i c a l l y  p a s s i o n a t e  and d a m n in g .  The s e c o n d  was p l a c i d  i n  
c o n t r a s t ,  and n o t  c o n v i n c i n g  i n  i t s  u n i n s p i r i n g  and u n r e a l i ­
z a b l e  p l a n .  H is  n e x t  a t t e m p t  a t  r e fo r m  was a g a i n  i n  a 
w h o l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h .  C h l n k I . 1 1h l s t o l r e  c o c h i n c h l n o i s e  
i s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t a l e  d e s i g n e d  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  by e x p o s i n g  
i n  a  p a r a b l e .  He d o e s  n o t  p r o p o s e  a c o r r e c t i v e  o u t l i n e ,  
b ut  sow s t h e  s e e d s  f o r  r e f o r m  n e g a t i v e l y .
The n e g a t i v e  p i c t u r e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  a 
w i s e ,  c o n s i d e r a t e  f a t h e r  who, s e e k i n g  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  h i s  s o n  
and d a u g h t e r ,  a c c o m p a n i e s  them from j o b  t o  Job and p o i n t s  
o u t  I n  e a c h  t h e  p r o b le m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  b r e a k i n g  I n t o  a  a £  t i e r .
I n  Chir fr11 C oyer  has  r e a l i z e d  and put  t o  work h i s  b e s t  s t y ­
l i s t i c  q u a l i t i e s .  He d i v i d e s  t h e  s t o r y  i n t o  s m a l l  c h a p t e r s  
o f  a  c o u p l e  o f  p a g e s  e a c h ,  w i t h  one p r o b le m  p e r  c h a p t e r .  The 
s t o r y  a d v a n c e s  r a p i d l y .  There  i s  much p h y s i c a l  a c t i o n  and  
much d i a l o g u e ,  b o th  o f  w h ic h  add l i f e  t o  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n .  A l ­
t e r n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  and n a r r a t i v e
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pass&  s i m p l e  g i v e s  t h e  s t r a n g e  e f f e c t  o f  c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d i n g  
t h e  re a d e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  t a l e ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t im e  f o r c i n g  
h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i a l o g u e s .  The j>assft s i m p l e  o s s i ­
f i e s  t h e  w rongs  t h a t  C oyer  i s  d e p i c t i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t e n s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  c a u s e s  them t o  be more c r e d i b l e ,  more  
r e a l  and u r g e n t . The abb$ has  n o t  p u t  a s i d e  h i s  r e p e t i t i o n s . 
By r e p e a t i n g  t h e  same p h r a s e ,  he s t r e s s e s  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l l t y  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b e g i n n i n g  e a c h  s p e e c h  w i t h  t h e  Marchande de  
m o d e s ,  "M audite  m a i t r l s e " .  Near t h e  end  o f  h i s  p a m p h l e t ,  
he p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  u r g e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  him by 
c o n t i n u a l l y  s t a t i n g  h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e .
A n o t h e r  r e p e t i t i o n ,  but one w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  s u c c e e d ,  
becom es t i r e s o m e  by t h e  end  o f  t h e  p a m p h l e t . As C h in k i  and  
h i s  c h i l d r e n  v i s i t  one p r o f e s s i o n  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  p r o b le m s  
and c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a l l  become s i m i l a r .  R a t h e r  t h a n  f o r c e  
l i k e  s i t u a t i o n s  upon h i s  r e a d e r ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o f e s s i o n s  had  
c h a n g e d , Coyer  s h o u l d  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  t e r s e n e s s  w i t h  
w h ic h  he s t a r t e d  o u t ,  and worked i n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s  
i n  a  s i n g l e  c h a p t e r  u s i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h .
R e g a r d i n g  s y n t a x ,  C h ln k l  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  D & couverte  de 
1 1 i s l e  f r l v o l e . Unadorned nou ns  and v e r b s  h a s t e n  th e  e x ­
p o s i t i o n .
" II  f u t  c h e r c h S , a i s f t m e n t  d S c o u v e r t , c a r  i 1 
ne s e  c a c h o i t  p a s ,  & e m p r i s o n n S ." 1 1 0
I n  one  s i n g l e  s e n t e n c e  C oyer  h a s  p a i n t e d  v e r y  s i m p l y , b y
v e r b s  a l o n e - - n o  i m a g e s ,  no d i g r e s s i o n s ,  no d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  no
d e t a i l s - - a n  a c t i o n  t h a t  to o k  p l a c e  o v e r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e
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amount o f  t im e .  The la c k  o f  m e ta p h o r ic a l  c o lo r  i s  c o n s t a n t .
In  one o f  few im ages he g i v e s , Coyer once a g a in  b e tr a y s
o v e r to n e s  o f  s e x u a l  p r e o c c u p a t io n .
" C * e s t  d o n n e r  aux  femmes l e  m a rte a u  4 1 ' a i ­
g u i l l e  aux  homines ." 111
The o p p o s i t e  o f  C h l n k l . c o n c e r n i n g  m o d i f i e r s ,  s t y l e  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  and mood I s  E t r e n n e s  aux  m o r t s  e t  aux v I v a n s  ou 
P ro . le t  u t i l e  p a r t o u t  oyi 1 1 on  e s t  m o r t a l .
T h is  p a m p h le t  i s  com posed  o f  two s m a l l  c h a p t e r s  o f  
u n e q u a l  s i z e  and I m p o r t a n c e .  I t  I s  humorous and s t r a i g h t ­
f o r w a r d .  The f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  s e t s  up t h e  s c a f f o l d i n g  f o r  
what w i 11 f o l l o w :
"Tout l e  raonde c o n n o l t  l e s  I n c o n v e n i e n t s  q u i  
r f c s u l t e n t  d e  1 1i t a b l i s s e m e n t  d e s  c i m e t i f c r e s  au 
m i l i e u  de P a r i s ;  e t  l e  v o eu  gftnftral  d e s  Vi vans  
e s t  qu *on  c h o i s i s s e  l o i n  de  c e t t e  V i l l e  une r e ­
s i d e n c e  p o u r  l e s  M o r t s . "112
From t h e n  o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  s e t s  a b o u t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t
s i t u a t i o n  i n  a humorous manner and t e l l s  how i t  c o u l d  be
m o d i f i e d  o r  c h a n g e d .  Humor i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  t o p i c  o f  d e a t h .
The v e h i c l e  f o r  C o y e r 1s humor i s  c i r c u m l o c u t i o n  or
r i d u c u l o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  and p r o p o s a l s .  With h i s  h a b i t u a l
m o l i e r e s q u e  o p i n i o n s  on d o c t o r s ,  Coyer d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  m ain
d u t y :
"Comae i l  s e r o i t  dangfcreux. . ,de d i s t r f c l r e  l e s  
a n c ie n s  M tdecins de l e u r s  travaw x, qui te n d e n t  
san s  c e s s e  & e x p ld ie r  des Voyageurs par l e  
Coche f u n i r a i r e . . . " 1 1 3
A n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  humorous m eta p h o r  I s  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f
p r i e s t s  a s  "dee E t r e s  accoutum fts  au r e p o s  4 % 1 ' i n a c t i o n
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P e r h a p s  t h e  m ost  b i t i n g  j i b e  a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i s  a t  t h e  
P o p e .  To a v o i d  t h e  d e l a y  o f  t im e  and t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  e n e r ­
g i e s ,  C oy e r  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  a n  e a s i e r  way t o  t e l l  i f  a  p e r s o n  
w ere  w o r t h y  o f  s a i n t h o o d ,  w o u ld  be i f  t h e i r  b o d i e s  r e m a in e d  
u n t o u c h e d  a f t e r  an  ho u r  i n  t h e  c r e m a t i o n  o v e n .
"Car l e  t f a o i g n a g e  de q u a t r e  P h i l o s o p h e s  
m o d e m e s ,  q u i  a t t e s t e r o i e n t  l e  f a i t ,  v o u -  
d r o i t  b i e n  l ' a s s e r t i o n  d ' u n  s e u l  homme q u i
Se u t  fetre f a i l l i b l e  e n  j u g e a n t  l e s  c h o s e s  c i n q  c e n t  l i e u e s  de l u i . " 1 1 5
Both a d j e c t i v e s  a n d  a d v e r b s  add t o  t h e  c o l o r  o f  h i s  e x p o s i ­
t i o n .  W h i le  he  a c h i e v e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h e r e  a s  q u i c k l y  
a s  he d i d  i n  C h l n k l . t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  o v e r a l l  
p i c t u r e  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m o d i f i e r s .
"Les S q u e l e t t e s  ne d o i v e n t  f t t r e  adm is  que  d a n s  
l e s  C l o l t r e s  de  C h a r t r e u x ,  de C a p u c l n s ,  & d a n s  
d ' a u t r e s  m a i s o n s  c o n t e m p l a t j . v e s , o& l ' o n  f a i t  
p r o f e s s i o n  de  m o u r ir  de  s o n  v i v a n t ,  p o u r  1 ' E d i f i ­
c a t i o n  d ' u n  P u b l i c  i n g r a t  q u i  t r a l t e  c e t t e  r e ­
s o l u t i o n  d * e x t r a v a g a n c e , & ne v o i t  dan s  c e s  
s o l i t u d e s ,  que l e s  tom beaux  du bon s e n s ,  ou l e s  
a n t r e s  de  1 1 i g n o r a n c e ." 1 1 6
I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  a n t i  t h e t i  c a l  i d e a s  s u c h  a s  s k e l e t o n s  and
monks,  "m ourir  de  s o n  v i v a n t " ,  tombs f o r  g o o d  s e n s e ,  t h a t
make t h e  p a s s a g e  r e m a r k a b l e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f
im a g es  t i n g e d  w i t h  h i s  g r a v e y a r d  humor,  and t h e  r i d i c u l o u s
s u g g e s t i o n  he i s  m a k in g .  He o b v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e s  h i m s e l f  i n
t h e  u n g r a t e f u l  p u b l i c  who d o e s  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w a s t e d ,
s e q u e s t e r e d  e x i s t e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  c e l i b a t e s  who c o u l d  be
s e r v i n g  t h e i r  f e l l o w m a n .
P o k i n g  fu n  a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i s  n o t  new f o r  C o y e r ,  
but q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  more c o v e r t l y
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b u t  more p r o f o u n d l y  t h a n  he  d i d  I n  t h e  L e t t r e  au  H. £ .
B e r t h i e r . l a  s u r p r i s i n g  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  I n  h i s  l i f e ,  when he
b e g i n s  t o  l o o k  back on h i s  p a s t  and s e e k  o u t  more r o u t i n e l y
a c c e p t a b l e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s .  C oyer  r e f e r s
t o  t h e  s o u l  a s  " c e t t e  s u b s t a n c e  v o l a t i l e ,  d o n t  t o u t  l e  monde
117p a r l e , & que p e r s o n n e  n ' a  ja m a i s  v u e , tt The c o n t r a s t
a p p e a r s  a g a i n  i n  t h i s  m e ta p h o r  when he r e f e r s  t o  th e  s o u l  
a s  a  s u b s t a n c e ,  b u t  one w h ic h  i s  e v a p o r a t i n g .  'That he c a l l s  
i t  m a t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  h i s  c e n t u r y ' s  u s u a l  s c i e n t i f i c  v i e w  o f  
t h i n g s .  When he q u e s t i o n s  i t s  r e a l  e x i s t e n c e - - n o  one h a s  
e v e r  s e e n  i t - - C o y e r  i s  e x a m i n i n g  i n  h a b i t u a l  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p y r r h o n i s m .  The manner i n  w h ic h  he  
d o u b t s  i s  p a r t i a l  p r o o f  t h a t  h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t  
(n o  one  h a s  s e e n  i t ,  t h e r e f o r e . . . ) .  He b u i l d s  t h e  e n t i r e  
im age  a r o u n d  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  " v o l a t i l e " .  On o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  
he a c c u m u l a t e s  m o d i f i e r s  t o  com pose  a mood.
In  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e  C oyer  r e p e a t s  t h r e e  s u p e r l a ­
t i v e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  s i m i l a r l y  i n  words and i d e a s  ( l e .  p l u s  + o d o r ) ,  
and d e s t r o y s  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  p i c t u r e  by t h e  same words ( p l u s  + 
o d o r )  t u r n e d  n e g a t i v e .
"La C o q u e t t e  £ a  p l u s  m u s q u l e . l e  P e t i t - M a i t r e  
l £  &U& p a r  f u l l , l e  C o u r t i s a n  l £  Plus c h a r g *  
d 'amare & d ' eaux de s e n t e u r . ne e o n s e r v e n t  p l u s  
r i e n  de  l e u r s  b o n n e s  o d e u rs , aprfcs l a  d i s s o ­
l u t i o n  de l e u r s  p a r t i e s , "110
Coyer  had  l i t t l e  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  i n j u s t i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  w h ic h  he c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f
a  member. In  one s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  u s e d  more a d j e c t i v e s
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than i n  e n t i r e  pages o f  p r e c e d in g  w orks. His c h o ic e  o f  words 
(nou ns , a d j e c t i v e s  and v e r b s )  shows h i s  p a s s io n  and th e  v i o ­
le n c e  o f  h i s  con v io tifcn a*
" L ' o r g u e i l  du P h l l o s o p h e  i n d i g e n t  h u m i l i ®  par  
c e t t e  c r u e l l e  i n $ g a l i t $ ,  q u i  m et e n t r e  l e s  
homnes un  i n t e r v a l l e  q u ' o n  ne p e u t  c o m b ie r  q u '& v ec  
de l ' o r ,  s e  p l a i r o i t  d a n s  l a  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  de l a  
ba rqu e  f a t a l e ," 1 1 9
He o p p o s e s  p r i d e  and h u m i l i a t i o n  and i n t r o d u c e s  a  c a u s e  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  e f f e c t s ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  com pose  a  k i n d  o f  onoma-  
t o p o e t i c ,  v i s c e r a l  r e a c t i o n .  C oyer  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  k e e n  
e a r  f o r  p h o n e t i c  e f f e c t .  A l l  t h e  p r im a r y  words b e g i n  w i t h  
v o w e l s  and c o u l d  o r a l l y  be r e n d e r e d  s t a c c a t o  by a g l o t t a l  
s t o p ;  ( * o r g u e  1 1 " ,  " i n d i g e n t " , " h u m i l i i " ,  " i n f t g a l i  t$" , 
" i n t e r v a l l e " ,  " o r " ) .  The f i r s t  and l a s t  a r e  t e m p e r e d  by 
t h e  e l i d i n g  d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e ,  and b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  l i q u i d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  " o r - " ,  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  v e r b a l  p y r a m id .  The 
c a u s e  ( " i n d i g e n t " )  and t h e  e f f e c t s  ( " i n S g a l i t ® " , " i n t e r ­
v a l l e " )  a r e  i n  a l l i t e r a t i o n  a l s o ,  and a g a i n  form a  p a r a l l e l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  two l i k e  n a s a l s  ( ' i n - " )  w h ic h  fencompass an  
o r a l  v o w e l  o f  t h e  same o r t h o g r a p h y ,  a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  c o n ­
t r a s t  ( " i - n S - " ) .  The a d j e c t i v e  " c r u e l l e " ,  a s  i t  p r e c e d e s  
"i n S g a l i t f t " , a d d s  s t r e n g t h  t o  i t s  m ea n in g  by i t s  p o s i t i o n  
and by t h e  h a r s h  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o p  c o m b i n a t i o n  " c r -"  
p l u s  t h e  s h r i l l ,  h i g h  v o w e l  [ y ] .  The a d j e c t i v e  " f a t a l e "  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f u n e r a l  b o a t  p r e p a r e s  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i m n  
and a c h a n g e  o f  m e t a p h o r s ,  d e a t h  a s  an  u n r e a l ,  s t a g e - l i k e  
q u a l i t y .
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" I I  n ' y  d A c o u v r i r o i t  q u ' u n  som bre  t h I A t r e ,  
ovi l a  N a t u r e  a n e n e  d e s  a c t e u r s  p o u r  l e s  
d A p o u i l l e r  d e  l e u r s  r & l e s  que l e  h a z a r d  
don ne  & d ' a u t r e s ,  a u x q u e l s  e l l e  p r e p a r e  
l e  mime d e n o u e m e n t 120
The im a g e s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  ( t h e a t e r , a c t o r s ,  r o l e s ,  d e n o u e m e n t ) .
But t h e  words " som b re11 and " d A p o u i l l e r "  a r e  i n c o n g r u o u s
w i t h  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  w h i l e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  d e a t h .  Coya" s h o u l d
h a ve  e n d e d  h i s  p a r a g r a p h  h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  r e a d e r  d i v i n i n g  t h e
f i n a l  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  m i s t r e a t e d  and m i s u n d e r s t o o d .  I n s t e a d ,
he  o o n t l n u e s  w i t h  h i s  c u s t o m a r y  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  e n d s
I n  an u n n e c e s s a r y  p i t y i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r e c u p e r a t i o n  o f
l o s t  d i g n i t y .
" II  n ' y  v e r r o i t  q u ' u n e  d o u c e  v o i t u r e  p o u r  
p a s s e r  d a n s  un p a y s  i n c o n n u ,  & s o u r i r o i t  
a  l a  pensA e q u ' i l  l ' h a b i t e r a  q u e l q u e  j o u r  
a v e c  l e s  g r a n d s  & l e s  r i c h e s  q u i  l ' o n t  peu  
c o n s i d e r # ,  & q u ' i l  y a u r a  s u r e m e n t  l a  prA-  
i n e n c e  s u r  e u x ." 1 2 1
T h is  f i n a l  t h o u g h t  i s  b i t t e r  and c h i l d l i k e ,  a l i t t l e  t o o  much 
t h e  im age  o f  "L1Embarquement pou r  Cyth&re" t o  an  u n d e r w o r ld  
w i t h  a g l o r i f i e d  Charon and a  s y m b o l i c a l  S t y x  w h ic h  r e s e m b l e s  
more c l o s e l y  t h e  b l u e  D an ub e .  As i f  on a s e e - s a w  o f  o r i ­
g i n a l i t y  and r e d u n d a n c y ,  Coyer  c o m p l e t e l y  c h a n g e s  i n  P l a n
d ' Aducatlon p ub l laue .
The P l a n  i s  d u l l ,  u n o r i g i n a l ,  and m o r a l i z i n g ,  but  
u s e f u l  and n e c e s s a r y .  I n  h i s  g e n e r a l  v i e w s  on  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
C oyer  b e g i n s  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h  h i m s e l f .  He
d i v i d e s  h i s  p l a n  i n t o  two m ain  s e c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  body
{ p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n )  and s o u l  (m o ra l  i n s t r u c t i o n ) .  The
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l a r g e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  w h ic h  he had  p r e v i o u s l y  q u e s t i o n e d  
i f  n o t  d e n i e d ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  The s e c o n d  i n ­
v o l v e s  n a t u r e .
" . . . s e s  f a c u l t f t s ,  c o r p o r e l l e s  & s p i r i t u e l l e s , 
dem and en t  & s o r t i r  de  1 l e n g o u r d i s s e m e n t  oil l a  
N a t u r e ,  q u i  ne f a i t  r i e n  t o u t - & - c o u p , l e s  p r o d u i t . "
F o r m e r l y ,  N a tu r e  was f o r  C oyer  t h e  u n t o u c h a b l e  p u r i t y  w h ic h
f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  and y i e l d e d
wisdom and common s e n s e .  As a  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  e a r l y  t r a i t s
a s  a  w r i t e r ,  t h e  P l a n  i s  e x c e s s i v e l y  m o r a l i z i n g  and p r o l i x .
The l o n g  work c o u l d  be c u t  t o  o n e - t h i r d  and s t i l l  be
a u s e f u l  s y n t h e s i s .  Whole p a r a g r a p h s  a r e  p r e a c h i n g  and
v e r b o s e ,  and s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d .
"M eres ,  q u i  n ' & t e s  p o i n t  M er es ,  p u i s q u e  v ou s  
r e f u s e z  & v o s  e n f a n s  l e  l a i t  que  l a  N a tu r e  v o u s  
donna  p o u r  l e s  n o u r r i r ;  p u i s q u e  du m oins  v o u s  
ne l e s  f a i t e s  p a s  a l l a i t e r  s o u s  v o s  y e u x ,  l o r s -  
que l a  f o r t u n e  v o u s  l e  permAt; N o u r r l c e s  iraba-  
c i l l e s ,  q u i  p a r  l e s  e n t r a v e s  oii v o u b l e s  m e t t r e z ,  
empfcchez l e  Jeu de l a  m ach ine  h u m a in e ,  & l e  
d f tv e lo p p e m e n t  d e s  f o r c e s ;  P e r e s  n o n c h a l a n s  ou 
f a i b l e s ,  q u i  n ' a v e z  n i  l e  z l l e ,  n i  l e  c o u r a g e  de 
p r e s c r i r e  Sl d e s  A p o u ses  ou d e s  n o u r r l c e s  ce  
qu* e l l e s  d o i v e n t  f a i r e ,  v o u s  v o u s  a v e r t i s s e z  
de h& ter  1 f i n s t i t u t i o n  p u b l i q u e  pou r  a r r S t e r  l e  
m a l . " 1 2 3
T h is  h a r a n g u e ,  one  s i n g l e  s e n t e n c e ,  h a s  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  the  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C o y e r ' s  p l a n .  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  a g i n g  
a b b f t ' s  I m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  he c o n s i d e r s  w r o n g ,  and h i s  
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  c o u c h  t h e s e  same c o m p l a i n t s ,  now some t w e n t y -  
f i v e  y e a r s  o l d  f o r  h im ,  i n  h i s  f o r m e r  f l o w e r y ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  
d i s g u i s e s .  The p r e c e d i n g  two s e n t e n c e s  a r e  e q u a l l y  a s  ramb­
l i n g ,  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  r e d u n d a n c y  o f  t h e  l i s t s  w h ic h  p l a g u e d
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t h e  B a g a t e l l e s . W i t h i n  t h e  s h o r t  s p a n  o f  one  p a g e ,  Coyer  
l i s t s  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e s :  " s a n s  m a i l l o t ,  s a n s  b a n d a g e s ,
s a n s  l i g a t u r e ,  s a n s  g e n e ,  s a n s  c o m p r e s s i o n *; i n f i n i t i v e s  p r e ­
c e d e d  by d e :  "de s e  t o u r n e r , . . ,  d ' S t e n d r e . . . ,  de  ra m p er ,
d e  n ' f i t r e . . . " ;  s u b j e c t s :  " t o u t  c e l a . . . t o u t  c e l a " ; and
n e g a t i v e s :  " . . . n i  b o s s u s ,  n i  b o i t e u x ,  n i  c a g n e u x ,  n i  n o u S s ,
1 2 4n i  r a c h l t i q u e s ." A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  o l d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  he
shows some new o n e s ,
I n  t r u e  o u t l i n e  form Coyer  d i v i d e s  t h e  P l a n  i n t o  t h r e e  
p a r t s ,  e a c h  w i t h  c h a p t e r s ,  and a r t i c l e s .  S o m e t im e s  th e  
d i v i s i o n s  a r e  e v e n  s m a l l e r  and a r e  d e n o t e d  by n u m b ers .  The 
l a s t  s e c t i o n ,  on t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y  
by c l a s s ,  t h e  form i s  a l m o s t  s t r i c t l y  e l a b o r a t e d  o u t l i n e .  
H e r e ,  f i n a l l y ,  d i g r e s s i o n s ,  h a r a n g u e s ,  and p e r s o n a l  comments  
a r e  k e p t  t o  a  minimum. T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a n ,  Coyer  I n s e r t s  
q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  o n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  when he  
f e e l s  he c a n n o t  im p rov e  on  t h e  c i t a t i o n  by p a r a p h r a s i n g .
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  abbA w i l l i n g l y  u s e s  l a r g e  numbers o f  
q u o t a t i o n s  i s  s i g n i f l e a n t . In  h i s  f i r s t  p a m p h l e t s  he o f t e n  
borro w ed  from o t h e r  a u t h o r s ,  and j u s t  a s  o f t e n  d i d  n o t  
m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  w ere  n o t  h i s  own. In  t h e  p r e f a c e  
t o  t h e  P l a n , he  s t a t e s  o p e n l y  t h a t  he w i l l  q u o t e  o t h e r s  
when he f e e l s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s t a t e d  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  
he c o u l d .  I n  t h e  body o f  t h e  q u o t a t i o n , h e  t e l l s  who t h e  
a u t h o r  i s ,  and from w h ic h  work i t  cam e.  I t  i s  a l m o s t  w i t h  
r e s i g n a t i o n  m i n g l e d  w i t h  h u m i l i t y  t h a t  he o p e n l y  r e n o u n c e s
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o r i g i n a l i t y *  This method p rep ares  the  way f o r  h i s  f i n a l  
work on p u b l ic  s e r v i c e ,  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  B la c k s to n e ,  where 
the e n t i r e  work i s  th a t  o f  a n o th er  a u th o r .
B e c a u s e  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  n o t  C o y e r* s  
work p e r  s e . I s h a l l  n o t  t r e a t  i t  from t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  
s t y l e ,  b u t  s h a l l  m e n t i o n  i t  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  
c h a n g e s  i n  h i s  a p p r o a c h .  A p p e a r i n g  n e a r l y  a t  t h e  end o f  
h i s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r ,  i t  shows a d i s c o u r a g e d  b u t  s t i l l  d e ­
t e r m i n e d  w r i t e r ,  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  w rongs  o f  F r a n c e ' s  
p e n a l  s y s t e m ,  b u t  n o t  e n e r g e t i c  enough  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  h i s  
t h o u g h t s  i n t o  a more o r i g i n a l  fo rm .
T h is  p u b l i c a t i o n  p l u s  C o y e r* s  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t r a v e l s  
t o  I t a l y  and H o l l a n d ,  and h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on E n g la n d  a l l  
r e f l e c t  p a s s i v e l y  on t h i n g s  p a s t ,  o b s e r v e d  and rem em bered ,  
and f i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  c o n c r e t e  f o r m .  The e p i s t o l a r y  
t r a v e l  a c c o u n t s  show a y o u n g e r  man, e v e n  th ou g h  t h e y  were  
p u b l i s h e d  many y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  t r i p s .  He p r o b a b l y  w r o t e  
them i n  rough form a t  t h e  t im e  o f  o c c u r r e n c e , and m e r e l y  
e d i t e d  and p u b l i s h e d  them as  an  o l d  man, a t  a t im e  when more 
o r i g i n a l  p i e c e s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  show a 
s t r a n g e  a g g l o m e r a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  p r e v i o u s  s t a g e  i n  C o y e r ' s  
s t y l i s t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and o f f e r  n o t h i n g  s t r i k i n g  e i t h e r  i n  
i d e a s  o r  i m a g e s .  He i s  s o m e t im e s  s e r i o u s ,  s o m e t im e s  p u c k i s h ;  
now m o r a l i z i n g ,  now r i s q u # 1. There  a r e  f i r e  m e ta p h o r s  and  
e x a m p l e s  o f  p r e c i o s i t y ,  c o l o r f u l  m o d i f i e r s  f o l l o w e d  by s t a i d  
p a r a g r a p h s  o f  p u re  n a r r a t i o n .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e s e
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p u b l i c a t i o n s  g i v e  a  f a l s e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  man who w r o t e  
th em ,  a n  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p e n u l t i m a t e  a p p e a r a n c e .
H is  l a s t  p i e c e ,  Carfeme e n t l e r . show s t h e  f i n a l  c h a n g e s ,  
t h e  end  o f  h i s  c a r e e r .  With t h i s  e x c e p t i o n ,  a  s w e e p i n g  
g l a n c e  a t  C o y e r 1s works sh ow s a  b e g i n n i n g  and an end  t h a t  
were  f r i v o l o u s  and l i g h t l y  m o r a l i z i n g .  H is  h i s t o r i c a l  
works w ere  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  m i d d le  p e r i o d . B e s i d e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  and e h d ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i e s ,  w ere  h i s  
works s h o w in g  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s e r v i c e  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y .  They  
w ere  o f  more s o l i d  c o m p o s i t i o n  and showed im p r o v em e n ts  i n  
w r i t i n g .  At t h e  a p e x  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  a r e  t h e  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  
p a m p h l e t s .  I t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  a w h o l l y  d i f f e r e n t  Coyer e m e r g e s ,  
and d e m o n s t r a t e s  an  a b i l i t y  t o  c om p ete  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  
t h o s e  who bo re  h i s  c o v e t e d  t i t l e .
I n  e a c h  o f  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  works C oyer  s t a n d s  f a c e  
t o  f a c e  w i t h  c e l e b r a t e d  p h l l o s o p h e s . The Le t t r e  au R. P .  
B e r t h l e r  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  p r e t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  two a r e  f r i e n d s ,  
w h i l e  C oyer  c h i p s  away a t  h i s  f e l l o w  r e l i g i o u s *  d e b u n k i n g  
o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .  I t  i s  an  a t t a c k .  D l s c o u r s  s u r  l a  s a t y r e  
c o n t r e  l e g  p h l l o s o p h e s  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  f e i g n  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  
P & l i s s o t .  I n s t e a d ,  Coyer  w ages  s e r i o u s  and r e a s o n a b l e  a r ­
gum ents  a g a i n s t  t h e  e v i l  e f f e c t s  o f  P a l l s s o t ' s  Leg P h l l o ­
s o p h e s  . T h i s  p a m p h le t  i s  l i k e w i s e  an  a t t a c k .  L e t t r e  au  
D o c t e u r  Maty i s  a  d e f e n s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  an  a t t a c k .  L i k e  B e r ­
t h l e r  . i t  p r e t e n d s  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  one p h a s e ,  i . e . ,  
d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  D o c t o r ' s  v e r a c i t y  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  on t h e  g i a n t s ,
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w h i l e  i n  r e a l i t y  C o y e r * s  m ain  c o n c e r n  i s  t o  f a b r i c a t e  a n  
i d e a l  s o c i e t y  w h ic h  p o r t r a y s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  h a v e n .  Maty  
i s  c o m p a r a b le  t o  I s l e  f r i v o l e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  c o n t r a r y  i n  
i d e a s .  A l l  t h r e e  show a  b o l d n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  
B e r t h l e r  and Maty w ere  p u b l i s h e d  a b r o a d ,  b u t  S a t y r e  a p p e a r e d  
i n  t h e  (E u y r e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 7 5 8 .  'The c e n s o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  
B e r t h l e r  s o  d a n g e r o u s  t h a t  i t  was condemned and bu rn ed  by 
t h e  p u b l i c  e x e c u t i o n e r .  T h is  s e v e r e  r e p r im a n d  c o o l e d  o f f  
C o y e r ' s  p e n  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I t  i s  a p i t y ,  f o r  B e r t h l e r  i s  
t h e  m o st  V o l t a i r i a n  and t h e  m o st  c l e v e r l y  w r i t t e n  o f  a l l  t h r e e .
P u s h i n g  a s i d e  o c c a s i o n a l  o v e r e x p l a n a t i o n  and o v e r e x ­
t e n s i o n  o f  a  g o o d  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  an  a s t u t e l y  
h a n d l e d ,  a l m o s t  d a d a i s t i c  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  d i s c o n n e c t e d  
w ords  and i d e a s  t o  y i e l d  a  s i n g l e  t r a i n  o f  t h o u g h t .  What 
i s  l i t e r a r i l y  a r t i s t i c  i s  t h e  t o t a l  m a s t e r y  o f  a f a s t - m o v i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  o r  r a t h e r  m o n o l o g u e ,  f o r  Coyer  n e v e r  g i v e s  B e r -  
t h i e r  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e p l y  o r  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f .  The a u t h o r  d u p e s  
and r i d i c u l e s  B e r t h l e r  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  l o g i c a l l y  f a l s e ,  
a l t h o u g h  c o n v i n c i n g  r e a s o n i n g s . As u s u a l , C oyer  c a l l s  on  
t h e  a n c i e n t s  a s  he b e g i n s  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .  T h is  
t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  he  u s e s  a l l  q u o t a t i o n s  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  a s  
d i d  B e r t h l e r ,  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  m a t e r i a l i s m  h a s  e x i s t e d  
s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t im e  and i s  l o c a t e d  e v e r y w h e r e .
Greek p h i l o s o p h e r s  fo u n d  t h e  s o u l  i n  a t o m s ,  t h e  h e a r t ,  
t h e  b l o o d ,  t h e  b r a i n ,  I n  f i r e ,  a i r  and n u m b e r s .  A r i s t o x S n e ,  
a  " p h i l o s o p h e  m u s i c i a n " ,  l o c a t e d  i t  i n  t h e  human o r g a n s ,
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"dans l ' h a n n o n i e . "  " M u s ic ien "  and  "harmonic" l e a d  t o  a  
d i g r e s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  m u s i c ,  t h a t  m a t e r i a l i s m  u n d e r  L o u i s  
XIV was a  v i o l i n  b e c a u s e  one a c a d e m i c i a n  s u p p o s e d l y  s a i d
12 5t o  a n o t h e r ,  " C o l l e t e t l  j e  v o u s  t r o u v e  un p l a i s a n t  v i o l o n l "  
E x t e n d i n g  t h e  v lo l in*=m an t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n in g  and c e n t u r y ,  
t h e  a u t h o r  c i t e s  an  e x a m p le  o f  metonymy i n  w h ich  he r e f e r s
t o  t h e  m u s i c i a n  a s  h i s  i n s t r u m e n t .  "Cupis  e s t  un e x c e l l e n t
126v i o l o n . "  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y e r ,  Coyer  t a l k s  a b o u t  th e
s o u l  o f  t h e  v i o l i n .  Here he h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  h i s  
t h o u g h t  by r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  s o u l ,  now a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h e  s e c o n d a r y  i d e a ,  v i o l i n .  H is  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  e v e n  
i n  h i s  own c e n t u r y  t h e  "harm onie  d 1A r i s t o x & n e " e x i s t s .
C h a n g in g  t o  a n o t h e r  a p p r o a c h ,  C oyer  a g a i n  f i n d s  s a f e t y  
from c e n s o r s h i p  i n  c i t i n g  e x a m p l e s  from t h e  a n c i e n t s  t o  
c r i t i c i z e  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  bound t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  
k i n d  o f  f a l s e  l o g i c .  He c o n t i n u e s  a P a r i s / A t h e n s  a n a l o g y  
w h ic h  he b e g a n  e a r l i e r  t o  u n i f y  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The abb#  
c i t e s  f i c t l ' t i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  w h ic h  p r o v e  t h e  bond b e t w e e n  th e  
s o u l  and m a t e r i a l i s m ,  and s u b t l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  s p e ­
c i f i c  Greek a u t h o r s  m ig h t  have  s a i d  them .  He c o n t i n u e s  f a l s e l y  
t o  p r o v e  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  one  c a n n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  man 
and a t r u m p e t ,  woman and a  m a ch in e  o r  a  s t a t u e .  From t h i s  
t r e n d  o f  t h o u g h t ,  he  o p e n s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a n i m a t i o n ,  o f  
a t t r i b u t i n g  a s o u l  t o  a  p a i n t i n g  o r  a  s t a t u e .  S e m a n t i c s  
beco m es  an  I n t e g r a l  p a r t  i n  h i s  b a t t l e .  He a s k s  w h e t h e r  i t  
i s  n o t  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  t o  r e f e r  t o  an  a u t h o r  a s  "un d ia m a n t
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b r u t  e n c h a sa f t  d a n s  du p lom b " ,  o r  f o r  a  m o th er  t o  c a l l  h e r  
c h i l d  "un b i j o u " *  He l i s t s  num erous e x p r e s s i o n s  w h ic h  d e p i c t
man a s  a n  a n i m a l ,  f t g . ,  "un p o l t r o n "  a s  "un l i i v r e " ,  o r
127"un i g n o r a n t "  a s  "un a s n e " .  S t i l l  p o u n d in g  i n  h i s  t o p i c
by a c c e p t e d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x a m p l e s ,  Coyer  r e c a l l s  a p l a y  i n  
w h ic h  a  f a i r y  and a  g i r l  s e e  s t a t u e s ,  c l o c k s ,  and a n i m a l s  
a l l  i n  a c t i o n .  He p u t s  words i n  M i r a b e a u ' s  mouth r e g a r d i n g  
h i s  1 1 Ami d e s  hommes. when he s a y s  t h a t  M irabeau  c a l l e d  t h e
w h o le  F r e n c h  n a t i o n  " A u to m a te s " .  "Si I 1A u t e u r  n ' a r t i c u l e  pas
X 2 £3l e  mot d 1 A u t o m a t e . i l  i n d i q u e  l a  c h o s e . "
Coyer  has  g o t t e n  more and more e x c i t e d  i n  h i s  p r o o f s .
F i n a l l y  he f o r g e t s  h i s  l o g i c a l  ( o r  i l l o g i c a l )  d e v e lo p m e n t
and h a r a n g u e s  f i r s t  h i s  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e n  t h e  a u t h o r  he
was c r i t i c i z i n g ,  and f i n a l l y  a n y o n e  who w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  h im .
I n  h i s  p a s s i o n  h i s  t o n g u e  becom es  q u i t e  s h a r p .  C o y e r ,  who
h a s  a l w a y s  d e f e n d e d  t h e  J e w s ,  makes an  a n t i - J e w i s h  j i b e
a t  t h e  a u t h o r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  Old T e s t a m e n t
e x a m p l e s  t h e  man h a s  u s e d .
" II  a un go&t d i c i d i  pou r  1 1A n c l e n  T e s t a m e n t  
d a n s  t o u t e  s a  v i g u e u r ,  p r i f i r a b l e m e n t  au 
N o u v e a u . I I  J u d a i z e  c o m p l i t e m e n t . Qui e s t -  
c e  q u i  l e  c i r c o n c i r a ? " 1 2 9
The remark I s  b e y o n d  C o y e r ' s  h a b i t u a l  m o d e r a t i o n  and k i n d ­
n e s s ,  and I s  t h e r e f o r e  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h iB  s t y l e .  A f t e r  
s e v e r a l  more e x a m p l e s ,  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  p r e c e d i n g  o n e s ,  
C oyer  c o n c l u d e s  by c h a r g i n g  B e r t h l e r  t o  s tam p o u t  m a t e r i a l i s m  
w h e r e v e r  he c a n  f i n d  i t ,  "mime o& 11 n ' e s t  p a s . " ^ ^
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C o y e r 1s  p e r s o n a l  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  c r i t i c i s m s  
a g a i n s t  h i s  own w orks  l e d  him away from h i s  m ain  t o p i c ,  
w h ic h  he  h a n d l e d  a d m i r a b l y ,  and i n t o  two o r  t h r e e  p e t t y  
t a n g e n t s ,  m a r k e d ly  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e .
T h ese  a s i d e s  i n v o l v e  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  M ir a b e a u ' s  L*Ami d e s  homines 
and t h e  abb® de  C a v e r a c ' s  p i e c e  w h ic h  p r a i s e d  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  E d i t  de N a n t e s . C o y er  d e v o t e d  a s  much s p a c e  t o  t h e s e  
p e r s o n a l  d e f e n s e s  a s  he d i d  t o  B e r t h l e r  and m a t e r i a l i s m .
The r e s u l t  i s  v e r y  u n e q u a l , and t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  what s h o u l d  
h a ve  b e e n  a  m ordant  s a t i r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  w e a k e n e d .  There 
i s  no s t r i k i n g  c h a n g e  i n  h i s  s y n t a x  o r  l a n g u a g e ,  i . e . ,  
few p r a i s e w o r t h y  im a g e s  and few b l a t a n t  l i t e r a r y  f a u l t s ,
D l s c o u r s  s u r  l a  s a t y r e  c o n t r e  l e s  p h l l o s o p h e s  d i f f e r s  
from B e r t h l e r  I n  t o n e  and a n i m a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  e s B a y  m a i n t a i n s  an  e v e n ,  l e a r n e d ,  s e m i -  
m o r a l i z m g  t o n e  t h r o u g h o u t  and n e v e r  g i v e s  i n  t o  p a s s i o n s ,  
p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  Coyer  p e r s o n a l l y .  
Coyer i s  n o t  g i v i n g  a  c r i t i c i s m  on t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r th  o f  
P a l i s s o t ' s  p l a y .  Ba t h e r ,  he i s  d e f e n d i n g  what  he  c a l l s  
" p u b l i c  h o n e s t y " .  A f t e r  s u b t l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  P a l i s s o t  
was n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  t a l e n t e d  a s  a  p l a y w r i g h t ,  C oyer  jumps  
i m m e d i a t e l y  i n t o  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  s a ­
t i r i s t s  i n  dram a,  o r  d r a m a t i c  p r o s e .  By e x a m p l e s  a l o n e ,  
from h i s  f r i e n d s  t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek d r a m a t i s t s  and t h e  s e v e n ­
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a u t h o r s  he  a d m i r e d ,  t h e  abb® s e t  o u t  t o  show  
how e x p e r i e n c e  t a u g h t  a u t h o r s  n o t  t o  h u m i l i a t e  e i t h e r
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h o n e s t y .  I t  i s  w r i t t e n  a s  i f  by one  a p a r t ,  one who c a n  s e e  
a l l  from a  p e r f e c t l y  o b j e c t i v e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  and t h e r e b y  
r e n d e r  a  w i s e ,  u n c h a l l e n g e a b l e  Jud g m en t .  The p h l l o s o p h e s  
made known t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  and r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  
S a t y r e . n o t  f o r  I t s  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t i e s ,  but f o r  t h e  s u c ­
c e s s f u l  Job o f  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .
A n o t h e r  d e f e n s e  w h ic h  Coyer a s s u m e d ,  p e r h a p s  by r e q u e s t ,  
was t h a t  o f  Dr.  Maty,  h i s  f e l l o w  a c a d e m i c i a n  i n  t h e  R oy a l  
S o c i e t y .  M aty ,  a s  I n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  had p u b l i s h e d  a r e p o r t  
on P a t a g o n i a n  g i a n t s  w h ic h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  g e n e r a l  and t h e  
o t h e r  p h l l o s o p h e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w ere  n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  a c c e p t .  
J u s t  a s  B e r t h l e r , among o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  was a p r e t e x t  f o r  
Coyer  t o  r e f u t e  c r i t i c i s m s  a g a i n s t  h i s  own w ork ,  and De l a  
p r e d i c a t i o n  a p r e t e x t  f o r  h i s  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  c o r ­
r e c t i v e  d e v i c e  f o r  c o r r u p t e d  m o e u r s . L e t t r e  au D o c t e u r  Maty 
g a v e  Coyer  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e n t  a b a c k grou n d  and d e v e l o p  
an i m a g in a r y  s o c i e t y  w h ose  g o v e r n m e n t , l e a d e r s , and members 
formed a p e r f e c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  model  f o r  a l l  n a t i o n s .
I n  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  i n  N o b l e s s e . B e r t h i e r . and o t h e r s ,  
t h e  a u t h o r f s f o r t e  i s  i n  w i n n i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  o v e r  t o  h i s  s i d e .
Very s t e a l t h i l y  t h e  abbS makes g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s
w h ic h  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  Then
l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  he b e g i n s  t o  break  away i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v e
a n  o p p o s i n g  i d e a .  He m a i n t a i n s  a  l i g h t  a p p r o a c h  t h r o u g h o u t ,
w i t h  a  f a c a d e  o f  s e r i o u s n e s s .
"Ce p o i n t  de l ' H i s t o i r e  N a t u r e l l e  / d e e  g r a n t s  
p a tagon & 7 p a r o t t  m S r i t e r  q u e l q u * a t t e n t l o n ,  
a u t a n t  au m oins  que  l e s  c o q u i l l e s  & l e s  p a -  ^
p i l l o n s  q u i  r e m p l i s s e n t  nos  c a b i n e t s  & l a  mode." ^
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S i n c e  a t  t h i s  moment, n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  was e n j o y i n g  t h e  a p e x  
o f  i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  up t i l l  t h a t  t i m e ,  C oyer  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  
r e a d e r s  by c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t  a s  he d i d  i n  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s .
But he s u b t l y  u n d e r c u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  by 
h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  s h e l l  and b u t t e r f l y  c o l l e c t i o n s .  He 
r e l i e s  on  h i s  u s u a l  m e t h o d ,  h i s t o r y ,  t o  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  h i s  a r g u m e n t .  With t h e  r e a l i s t i c  f i g u r e s  and d im e n ­
s i o n s  o f  g i a n t s  d i s c o v e r e d  by numerous e x p l o r e r s  s i n c e  
t h e  e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Coyer  l e a v e s  no room f o r  l a y ­
men t o  d i s p u t e  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s .  He a l s o  g a i n s  c o n f i d e n c e  
by p l a c i n g  h i m s e l f  on  t h e  v e r y  r e s p e c t e d  l e v e l  n o t  o n l y  
o f  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  but  a l s o  o f  Dr.  Maty,  who i n  a  p e r s o n a l  
l e t t e r  a s k e d  t h a t  C oyer  j u s t i f y  h i s  r e p o r t .
C oyer  d e f e n d s  him by u s i n g  t h e  same t e c h n i q u e  a s  he  
d i d  i n  t h e  S a t y r e . e x a m p l e s  and l o g i c .  He c i t e s  numerous  
e x a m p l e s  o f  o d d i t i e s  and a b e r r a t i o n s  a l r e a d y  a c c e p t e d  by 
e v e r y o n e :  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s i z e s  o f  d b g s , c a t t l e ,  and o t h e r
a n i m a l s ;  i n h e r i t e d  q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  th e  a v e r a g e  man d o e s  n o t  
p o s s e s s  ( ^ £ . ,  s i x  f i n g e r s  on one  h a n d ) ;  men w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
c o l o r B  o f  s k i n ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  b e a r d s ,  w i t h  huge  l e g s  a s  
l a r g e  a s  an  a v e r a g e  m an's  b o d y .  The n a t u r a l  and l o g i c a l
c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h e n ,  why c a n n o t  t h e r e  e x i s t  men n i n e  f e e t
1 "32t a l l ?  Once he c o n v i n c e s  h i s  r e a d e r s  o f  th e  im p o r t a n c e
o f  a s u b j e c t  w h ic h  t h e y  now a c c e p t  a s  c r e d i b l e ,  he  b e g i n s  
t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  r e a l  p u r p o s e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  P a t a g o n i a n  s o c i e t y .
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T h ese  J u s t i f i c a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  c i t a t i o n s  from M a u p e r tu i s  
a s  t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s u c h  a  s t u d y  ( l e u r s  l d £ e s ,  l e u r s  c o n n o i s -  
s a n c e s ,  l e u r s  h i s t o i r e s "  ) ,  and C o y e r ' s  own weak s u p p l i c a ­
t i o n  t h a t  "11 d o i t  £ t r e  p e r m is  & t o u t  l e  raonde de r S v e r ,
A 1 3^pourvu q u ' o n  r e v e  en  homme de b i e n . "  The dream t h a t  he
s k e t c h e s  i s  one i n  w h ic h  j u s t i c e ,  e q u a l i t y ,  h o n e s t y ,  v i r t u e ,
g ood  h e a l t h ,  and f a m i l y  h a p p i n e s s  t r i u m p h .  I t  i s  t h e
r e v e r s e  v e r s i o n  o f  l i f e  on t h e  F r i v o l o u s  I s l a n d .
C oyer  I n t r o d u c e s  n o t h i n g  new i n  h i s  i d e a s .  The s t y l e  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f ,  w i n n i n g  o v e r  t h e  r e a d e r ,  shows a p e r ­
f e c t i o n  i n  r e a s o n i n g  and s e l f - o o n f i d e n c e  w h ic h  c o n v i n c e s  i n  
i t s  own r i g h t .  The l a s t  h a l f ,  l i f e  among t h e  P a t a g o n i a n s ,  I s  
a v e r y  weak s e c o n d  t o  t h e  I s l e  f r i v o l e . The e n d i n g  t o t a l l y  
r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  f o r c e d  s t y l e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  "un grand"  
and "une j e u n e  dame".
"Au l i e u  d ' u n e  L e t t r e ,  J ' a i  p r e s q u e  f a i t  un  
L i v r e ; j e  ne v o u s  s o u h a i  t e  n i  l e u r  t a i l l e ,  n i  
l e u r  f o r c e .  T ou t  e s t  b i e n  comme v ou s  l e  s a v e z , 
d a n s  l e  m e l l l e u r  d e s  mondes p o s s i b l e s :  m ais  j e
f a i s  p o u r  v o u s  l a  p r i e r e  de S o c r a t e ,  mentem s a -  
fiftS i n  c o r p o r e  s a n o . J o u i s s e z  l o n g - t e m s ,  d a n s  un  
c o r p s  b i e n  s a i n ,  de  v o t r e  r a i s o n ,  l a  r a i s o n  d e s  
P h l l o s o p h e s ;  v o s  am is  l e s  S c i e n c e s  y g a g n e r o n t .
FAREWELL."135
F i r s t l y ,  he had a l r e a d y  u s e d  t h e  l e t t e r - t u r n e d - b o o k  e x c u s e  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  p r e v i o u s l y .  The s i z e  and s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  g i a n t s  
h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  what p r e c e d e s  o r  what f o l l o w s .  The 
c a n d id A a n  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d s  c o u l d  
v a g u e l y  a p p l y  t o  p o r t i o n s  o f  C o y e r* s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  but  a g a i n  
i s  i r r e v e l a n t  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  t e r m i n a t i o n ,  and i s  b l a t a n t l y
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u n o r i g i n a l .  S in c e  he has a lr e a d y  assumed t h a t  h i s  au d ien ce  
I s  composed o f  p h l l o s o p h e s . he w o u ld  s u r e ly  hare no r e a so n  
t o  t r a n s l a t e  th e  c i t a t i o n  from S o c r a t e s :  u n n e c e ssa r y  o v e r -
e x p l a n a t i o n .  J o i n i n g  th e  " r a i s o n  d e s  P h llo so p h e s"  w ith  t h e  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  M aty*s f r i e n d s  and s c i e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l  ( e v e n  
k n o w l e d g e ,  a s  an  e x t e n s i o n )  w ou ld  p r o f i t ,  was a p a t  on  h i s  
own b a c k ,  f o r  he o b v i o u s l y  I n c l u d e d  h i m s e l f  I n  e a c h  g r o u p .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  " f a r e w e l l " ,  p l u s  a  t r a n s l a t e d  L a t i n  
s a y i n g  I n  th e  same s e n t e n c e  r e s u l t  i n  a o v e r l y  v i g o r o u s  
a t t e m p t  t o  Im p r e s s  h i s  r e a d e r s  w i t h  h i s  own k n o w l e d g e .  Coyer  
h i m s e l f  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  he c o u l d  r e a d  E n g l i s h ,  s p e a k i n g  
and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t  w ere  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him a t  b e s t .
The o v e r a l l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p a m p h le t  i s  uneyiaxi1 .
The c l e v e r n e s s  o f  C o y e r ' s  u s e  o f  l o g i c  and i s o l a t e d  
f a c t s  i s  s t a r t l i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  from w hat  s h o u l d  have  b e e n  
h i s  s t r o n g e s t  p o i n t ,  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  h i s  i d e a l  p l a n ,  wh ich  
r e m a in s  a s  s i m p l e  and unm oving  a s  th e  d u l l e s t  o f  th e  b a g a ­
t e l l e s  . S i m p l e , u n m o d i f l e d  s e n t e n c e s  1 i n e d  up one b e h i n d  
t h e  o t h e r ,  h u r r y  t h e  r e a d e r  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  s c a r c e l y  
r e l a t e d ,  o r d i n a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a i m a g in a r y  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  
w hose  i d e a s  had a p p e a r e d  m a n y  t i m e s  b e f o r e ,  u n d e r  th e  names 
o f  many a u t h o r s .  E v e r y  p o i n t  c o v e r e d  c a n  be t r a c e d  t o  a n o t h e r  
( o r  s e v e r a l  o t h e r )  o f  C o y e r f s p u b l i c a t i o n s .  I t  was p s y c h o ­
l o g i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  Coyer t o  w r i t e  t h i s  p i e c e  a s  M aty*s  
p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d .  I t  c o n c r e t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  abbS a s  
a  man who knew i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e ,  who t h o u g h t  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  
t h o u g h t s ,  whose  i d e a s  c o u l d  b e t t e r  h i s  own s o c i e t y  i f
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p e o p l e  w o u ld  l i s t e n  t o  h im .  He had o n l y  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d  
him t o  s e e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  w ere  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h im .  
Only a shadow of what he had s u g g e s t e d  d u r i n g  a  l i f e t i m e  
b e g a n  t o  t a k e  form b e f o r e  he d i e d .  One y e a r  b e f o r e  h i s  
death, the f i e r y  Jesuit emerges from the heretofore quiet, 
s e l f - e f f a c i n g  PhllosoPhe.
From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  en d  i n  E s s  s u r  l a  p r e ­
d i c a t i o n . carfeme e n t i r e . e n  un s e u l  d l s c o u r s  Coyer  i s  a  
U r lL ig e r a n t  p r e a c h e r .  T h i s  i s  t r u l y  a  serm o n  t o  h i s  s i n f u l
f l o c k ,  s h o u t e d  from a  s e a t  n e a r  h e a v e n  w h ic h  p e r m i t t e d
C oyer  t o  Judge a l l  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t h r o n g .
He s t a t e s  that Carfeme was published a t  Mount S i n a i ,  a s  th o u g h
i t  w ere  a n o t h e r  Sermon on the Mount.  In  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  he 
a s s u m e s  a  h o l i e r - t h a n - t h o u  a t t i t u d e  a s  i f  a g e  n e c e s s a r i l y  
b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  a  p u r i t y  o r  p u r g a t i o n  o f  a l l  s i n s .  As a  
m i n i s t e r  o f  God, he i s  a c c u s i n g  t h o s e  who p r o f e s s  t o  be 
Christians and c i t i z e n s ,  o f  l i e s ,  d e c e p t i o n ,  and b l i n d n e s s  
t o  t h e i r  own s i t u a t i o n .
" V ie n d r a  un j o u r ,  l e  d e r n i e r  j o u r  lo r w q u e  l e  
S o l e i l  s ' S t e i n d r a ,  l o r s q u e  l e s  Mers s e  s o u -  
l e v e r o n t  c o n t r e  l e s  t e r r e s ,  l o r s q u e  d e s  m i l l i e r s  
de v o l c a n s  s ' e m b r a s e r o n t  de t o u t e s  p a r t s ,  l o r s ­
que l e  s o u f r e ,  l e  b l t u m e ,  l e s  mfetaux enflammfts  
s ' 4 l a n c e r o n t  p a r  t o r r e n t  du s e l n  d e s  M o n ta g n e s ,  
l o r s q u e  l e  Grand J u g e  a s s  i s  s u r  l e s  nufees r e -  
p a r a l t r a  pour  v o u s  J u g e r ,  a l o r s  v o u s  l e  r e c o n -  
n a l t r e z  malgrfe v o u s ;  m ats  q u e l l e s  v e r t u s  C h r f t t l e n n e s  
p o r t e r e z - v o u s  & s o n  T r i b u n a l ?  AucuneI Ne d i t e s  
done  p a s  que  v o u s  fe tes  C h r i t i e n s ,  s ' 11 v o u s  r e s t e  
une ombre d e  r a i s o n . "136
Coyer  w r o t e  w i t h  i n c a n d e s c e n t  p a s s i o n .  One l o n g  s e n t e n c e
c h a r g e d  w i t h  f l a m i n g  Im ages  ( " S o l e i l  s ' f e t e i n d r a " ,  " v o l c a n s
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s ' e m b r i s e r o n t " , “s o u f r e " ,  " b l t u m e " ,  "m#taux e n f l a s u a i s " )  
and T i o l e n c e  ( " s e  s o u l e v e r o n t " , " s ' t l a n c e r o n t  p a r  t o r r e n t " ) ,  
I n t e n s i f i e d  by a  r e p e a t e d , a a i m o s t  h i s s e d  " l o r s q u e " ,  a l l  
spew  f o r t h  t o  i n u n d a t e  t h e  s i n n e r  w i t h  t h e  m o st  p o w e r f u l  
n a t u r a l  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d :  t h e  s u n ,  v o l c a n o e s ,  m o u n t a i n s .
More p o w e r f u l  e v e n  th a n  n a t u r e  a r e  i t s  c r e a t o r ,  " l e  g r a n d  
J u g e " ,  and h i s  t r i b u n a l .  He i m p r e s s e s  upon them t h e  i n e v i ­
t a b i l i t y  o f  Judgem ent  d a y  ( "malgrft v o u s " ) .  H is  l o n g  s e n t e n c e  
e n d s  i n  a q u e s t i o n .  Whereas C o y e r ' s  a n s w e r s  t o  h i s  own 
q u e s t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  s u p e r f l u o u s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  h i s  one word 
r e s p o n s e  i s  i m p r e s s i v e .  The f i n a l i t y  and d e s o l a t i o n  e m b o d ie d  
i n  "Aucune",  w h ic h  he m ust  c e r b l n l y  h a v e  s h o u t e d  i n  a  s t a g e  
w h i s p e r ,  l e f t  no room f o r  comment or  r e f u t a t i o n  from h i s  
l i s t e n e r s .  He f o l l o w s  h i s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  by an  i n s u l t  s u c h  
a s  one  w o u ld  e x p e c t  from a  t e a c h e r  t o  a  s t u d e n t ,  o r  a p a r e n t  
t o  a  c h i l d , " s ' i l  v ou s  r e s t e  une ombre de r a i s o n , "  t h a t  
q u a l i t y  m ost  e s t e e m e d  by th e  p h l l o s o p h e s .
T h i s  f i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y  one i n  w h ich  C oyer  
o p e n l y  f i n d s  f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  p h l l o s o p h e s  a s  a  g r o u p .  H e r e ,  
a s  e l s e w h e r e  he c h a s t i s e s  g o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  w a r ­
r i o r s ,  e v e n  t h e  a o s ia r c h ,  f o r  t h e i r  l a x i t y  i n  h e l p i n g  c r e a t e  
g o o d  c i t i z e n s  from a v e r a g e  men. To h i s  d e a t h ,  h ’.s  main  
c o n c e r n  r e m a in s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e .  But t h e  p e o p l e ' s  d e f e n d e r  
h a s  t a k e n  on a  new f a c e .
The k i n d ,  a m u s in g ,  a g r e a b l e  abb§ h a s  become h a r d e n e d  
t o  empty s u p p l i c a t i o n s  a s  he w a l l s  h i m s e l f  o f f  from h i s  
f e l l o w  man. A l l  c o m p a s s i o n  seem s t o  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n
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Carfeme. e s p e c i a l l y  I n  h i s  l a s t  s e n t e n c e .  The God who c r e a t e d  
nan t o  be J u s t ,  v i r t u o u s ,  and h o l y  has  a l s o  sh ow ed  C o y e r ,  h i s  
m i n i s t e r ,
" l a  mort f e t e r n e l l e  q u i  v o u s  e s t  d e s t i n f t e ,  m ais  
11 ne me d e f e n d  p a s  de p l e u r e r  s u r  v o u s ,  St de  
p r l e r  p o u r  v o t r e  c o n v e r s i o n . "13?
What a  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  C o y e r ,  N ever  b e f o r e  w o u ld  he have  
r e f u s e d  a  b e n e d i c t i o n .  From h i s  i s o l a t e d ,  e l e v a t e d  p o s i ­
t i o n ,  t h e  t e a r s  he s h e d s  f o r  them a r e  empty and b i t t e r ,  w i t h  
no balm t o  p r o t e c t  them from c o n su m in g  d a m n a t i o n .  T h i s  t o n e  
i s  c o n s t a n t  t h r o u g h o u t .
E q u a l l y  a s  c o n s t a n t  and s t r i k i n g  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  i s  t h e  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  t h e  a u t h o r  a c h i e v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  
u s e  o f  " v o u s" ,  a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  I m p e r a t i v e s  i n  t h e  same 
p e r s o n .  The p r e s e n t  t e n s e  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The 
p r o b le m  a s  Coyer s e e s  i t  i s  r e a l  and m e n a c in g ;  i t  must be 
t a k e n  c a r e  o f  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t - - t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  
be t o o  l a t e .  The e n t i r e  e f f e c t  o f  Carfeme i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
a n y t h i n g  Coyer had w r i t t e n  p r e v i o u s l y .
But t h e p  p h e  Coyer  who w r o t e  Curfeme i s  n o t  t h e  Coyer  
who charmed i n  t h e  B a g a t e l l e s  r o b j e c t i v e l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  S o -  
b l e g k l , o r  to o k  up t h e  c i v i c  sw ord  i n  N o b l e s s e . I t  i s  e a s y  
t o  s e e  i n  Carfeme an  o l d  man, s i c k  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  bod y ,  
d e e p l y  t o u c h e d  by t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  a n d ,  
s i n c e  he  was a l w a y s  Imbued w i t h  t h e  e n e r g y  and d e s i r e  t o  
s e r v e ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e  w h ic h  
made i t s e l f  v i s i b l e  i n  e v e r y  word th e  a u t h o r  w r o t e .  I t  i s  
f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  Carfeme m ust  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a work
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s i m p l i c i t y  i n  a l l  e l e m e n t s :  a b s e n c e  o f  m o d i f i e r s ,  s i m p l e
t e n s e  v e r b s  ( u s u a l l y  p r e s e n t  t e n s e ) ,  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e a s  o r  
p a r t s  o f  s p e e c h  f o r  s t r e s s  and r a p i d i t y ,  s u p p o r t  from a n ­
c i e n t  and modern h i s t o r y ,  and a t h r e a d  o f  u t i l i t y  a s  a p r i ­
mary r e q u i r e m e n t .  The "miel  de Narbonne" had a l r e a d y  
"tournft" v e r b a l l y  i n  C o y e r ' s  f r i v o l o u s  f i r s t  s t a g e .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  w i t n e s s e s ,  t h i s  t r a i t  r e m a in e d  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  
o t h e r  p h a s e s  a l t h o u g h  he e l i m i n a t e d  i t  from h i s  w r i t i n g  i n  
l a r g e  m e a s u r e .
S u c c e s s  and c r i t i c i s m  y i e l d e d  p o s i t i v e  s t y l i s t i c  r e ­
s u l t s  i n  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  o f  C o y e r ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  . He became  
aware o f  h i s  p e n c h a n t  f o r  h i s t o r y  and h i s  c a l l  f o r  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  h i s  t o n g u e  became b o l d e r  and h i s  
s t y l e  r i c h e r  t h r o u g h  a l l u s i o n s  and m e t a p h o r s .  C o l o r f u l  
im a g es  w i t h  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a p p r o a c h  p r o d u c e d  a w r i t e r  
c l o s e r  t o  what t h e  p h l l o s o p h e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  g r o u p ,  w h ich  
was p r e c i s e l y  t h e  abb & 's  a im .  C r i t i c i s m  c o n t i n u e d .  B e c a u s e  
i t  was i n  h i s  own l i t e r a r y  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and b e c a u s e  he f e l t  
t h a t  h i s  p r e s e n t  m eth o d s  were  n o t  r e a c h i n g  h i s  r e a d e r s  s u f ­
f i c i e n t l y ,  Coyer  c h a n g e d  g e n r e s  o f t e n  i n  h i s  m ost  f r u i t f u l  
p e r i o d :  pu re  h i s t o r y ,  p u re  e c o n o m i c s ,  e p i s t o l a r y  e n d e a v o r s ,
s p e e c h e s ,  more p a m p h l e t s ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t a l e s ,  t r e a t i s e s ,  
r e t u r n  t o  l i g h t  f a n t a s y ,  s e r m o n s — he t r i e d  n e a r l y  e v e r y  
a p p r o a c h  e x c e p t  p o e t r y  and dram a.  He v a r i e d  h i s  t o n e  j u s t  
a s  he d i d  h i s  m e t h o d o l o g y :  s e r i o u s ,  g a y ,  a n g r y ,  c h a s t i s i n g ,
s a r c a s t i c ,  I r o n i c ,  k i n d ,  p i t e o u s .  M a t u r i t y  o f  mind and  
body and p e n  g a v e  Coyer  t h e  f l e e t i n g  " g l o i r e "  t h a t  he
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c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  t r u e  r e w a r d .  The e n t h u s i a s m  s o  
o b v i o u s  a t  t h e  peak  o f  t h i s  l i t e r a r y  pyram id  b e g a n  t o  
wane a s  t h e  a u t h o r  g o t  o l d e r .
The end o f  h i s  c a r e e r  showed a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  same 
s t y l i s t i c  f a u l t s  w h ic h  had p l a g u e d  Coyer a s  a you n g  man.
H is  i m a g i n a t i o n  became t i r e d ,  h i s  e f f o r t s  were  f e w e r ,  and  
h i s  o u t p u t  d w i n d l e d .  Only s p o r a d i c  b u r s t s  o f  a J a u n d i c e d  
p a s s i o n  r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  o l d  w r i t e r .  H is  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  
w ere  few  and h i s  p i e c e s  showed a  s o l i t a r y ,  d i s a p p o i n t e d  
p r e a c h e r  who r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  c a r e e r  had n o t  p r o d u c e d  a l l  
he had a n t i c i p a t e d  and l o n g e d  f o r .
C oyer  was an " f i c r i v a i n  de t r o i s i & m e  o r d r e"  b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  v e r y  c o n s t a n c y  t h a t  d o m in a te d  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  He 
o b s t i n a t e l y  e m p lo y e d  t h e  same s t y l i s t i c  i n a d e q u a c i e s  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  h i s  c a r e e r .  Even i n  h i s  b r i l l i a n t  and c l e v e r  s p u r t s ,  
r a r e  th o u g h  t h e y  w e r e ,  t h e r e  were  a l w a y s  s c a t t e r e d  r e m n a n ts  
o f  t h e  f r e q u e n t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  f a u l t s ;  th e  r e p e t i t i o n ,  th e  
p r f t c l e u x  m a n n e r i s m s ,  u n i n s p i r i n g  l i s t s ,  b l a t a n t  m o r a l i z i n g .  
Coyer  n e i t h e r  r o s e  g r a d u a l l y  nor  i n  one s e e r i n g  b u r s t  t o  
t h e  t o p m o s t  rank o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  h i e r a r c h y .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
p e r s i s t e n t  u n e v e n s w  a l w a y s  w e i g h t e d  down t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  
w h ic h  s h o u l d  h a v e  l e d  him t o  fa m e .
J u s t  a s  c o n s t a n t  a s  h i s  v a r i o u s  s t y l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s  w ere  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  them es o f  good  c i t i z e n s h i p  and  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  le ,  p e u p l e . They a r e  u b i q u i t o u s .  No o t h e r  
t o p i c s  r e c e i v e d  more a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  
o f  w r i t i n g .  i n  bo th  r e a l m s , t h e  a u t h o r  was a h e a d  o f  h i s
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t i m e .  U n d o u b t e d l y ,  t h i s  c o n s t a n t  d e v i a t i o n  from t h e  
c e n t e r  l i n e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  w h ic h  he  c a r e f u l l y  t o e d  i n  
m ost  m a t t e r s ,  b r o u g h t  on  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  was 
t o  be s i l e n c e d  t h i r t y  o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h .  
C i t i z e n s h i p  and t h e  p e o p l e  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  a s  
h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  abb #  C o y e r ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n s .
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CHAPTER V 
THE ABBfi'S HEAVENLY CITY
In  k e e p i n g  w i t h  h i s  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e ,  t h e  abb£ C oyer  
d i d  n o t  c o n f i n e  h i s  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y  t o  
two o r  t h r e e  f i c t i t i o u s  a c c o u n t s .  I n s t e a d ,  s c a t t e r e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  works  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  h i s  c a r e e r , t h e  
i d e a s  w h ic h  com b ine  t o  d e p i c t  an  i d e a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p h y ­
s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and c i t i z e n s ,  r e a p p e a r ,  s t r e n g t h e n  or  c o n ­
t r a d i c t  t h e  n o t i o n s  w h ic h  th e  abbS form ed from h i s  r e a d i n g s , 
h i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  and h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  Good g o v e r n ­
ment and c i t i z e n s h i p  a r e  t h e  u n i t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  C o y e r ' s  d i ­
v e r s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  I t  i s  t u r e  t h a t  he was a  m o r a l i s t .  He 
was a l s o  an h i s t o r i a n ,  an e s s a y i s t ,  and had s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  l i t e r a r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  But e a c h  c a t e g o r y  
i n  some way e n h a n c e d  h i s  r e a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  s e t t i n g  up t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  f o r  an i d e a l  s o c i e t y .
The t h r e e  p u b l 1 c a t i o n s  w h ic h  t r e a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  s p e -  
c i f i c a l l y  a r e  d i s g u i s e d  a l m o s t  a s  th o u g h  Coyer  were  r e t i c e n t  
t o  e n t i t l e  h i s  p a m p h le t  by i t s  t r u e  d e s i g n .  The L e t t r e  au  
D o c t e u r  Maty h a s  t h e  m o st  o b v i o u s  e x p o s i t i o n .  When C oyer  
r e p r e s e n t s  l i f e  among t h e  P a t a g o n i a n  g i a n t s ,  he a n n o u n c e s  
a t  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  he i n t e n d s  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  
" a v a n t  l a  l e t t r e " .  De l a  p r e d i c a t i o n  i s  i n c o m p l e t e  r e g a r d i n g
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a t o t a l  p i c t u r e  o f ’ h o w  a p e r f e c t  r - o v e r n m e n  t  s h o u l d  h a
f o r m e d ,  He n n n o e n t r a t . e s  o n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  l a w  a n d  n r *
- h r  w i t h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  m o a l  o f  m e a t  1 n r  m o r a l  c i t i z e n s . h e -  
n o n  v e  r t  e  , i e  1 ' 1 s  1 e  f  r  1 v o  1 n I s  t h e  e  y an t o  p n o s  1 t  e  o f  ) m v -
* e ; n h  i ,l a 1 ; i it; f ] r  t a k e n  ■ t " i ;r' '• , n t r 1 n a n  ’’11 f' , ! M r r ' i r t
f t- i n e r a t  1 r e  a r ■ p r o a r i ; wha *  r o o d  ,■ o v e  rnmeri  t s  a n d  p e n n i e s  
s h o u l d  a v o i d .  h o v e r ' 1- ' w o  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  n n “ r a t  r h ' "  a n d  
*1 i 1 e 11 I si " e n d  t h e  t r f ■* a + 1 1' e  fin • ■ -d 1!<■ a * 1 o n m a k e  t h f‘ 1 r  r'npt  r l  -
hut  inn." In  a n a r r o w  a n a  ■ ' ' r e e l n M m r 1 w a v ,  a s  t t ie t r  1 1 t 1 fu;
k i ' i  1 r a t  (>, ' h e  I'fini'] t r. 1 t i 11 ’ ’O r  * 1 u n s w n 1 n h e °  m p ! e  t. e  t h e  i e  s _
' ■ r  1 t ! t '■ n n of '  a i r '  1 ' e a ! ■ * o i  <11 v ■ >. i ■ < > ' > • • ■ >  - u ' v t o  ; o 1 n * -'in*
i  r  ] ,■ ■ i ■ * , I  ■ ' •  I j  I ' l l  ‘ > ■ 1 ■ - "  ; ■ i I ■ , 1 1 . > Y ’ | |  t  w  r i  1 1 u  .
' i ' | i  t ' 1 * i m ' t i  T i mi P r  | t f  i  i ' i ,  ̂ ■ ■ i , O >• ; i ’ f 11 ■ | i  ' t y * ' * 1 ' 1 ' i u  o
w d ' d  I s  + n 11 i M - i<t t c n  r r u  t t  ,  ̂' * t a t " t r  > - a i -■ t .n , w t ; i e h s h o w s
t h a t  I n  e l s  ' d e ■ i ’ 1 s  tr. , t v ] e r  <• 1 a m ' d  I on  o f  r e a l i t y ,
e  r - : l  - n - i  r  t ' l  ' ' f  S ’  1 1 i • '  O r - ,  a  —  . ■ , > ,  . t i  * . j I 1 • > * i  ■ r.  . > . . 1 -  i ■ ■ ■ ;  t \  .
1 r I *' 1 : J e  n  < ’ f  “ ' , a  1 - ■ . f ■ y 1" 1,; ' ! ’ j " "  1; i ■ 1 ■ •  ■ r ’ 1 >' * i : e  '■ f ; 1 i 1 I
a  S  p e  r  * s  af] ' ^ TT1 ’ 3 S t » S  ' t 11 ‘ ’ 1 o  S e  * e  t " t h ‘ : f a  ' t i ' 1 .’ o n  ■ J a ' 1 t t a  ■
n r  1 ma r  ’/ e i i > rr e n t i n  a 1 1 1 * ' 1 f11; n < ~ t 1 r  > _ e t ■ ' o v e >' i i , i  1
: / ■ y ! , ■ V ■ I ;l : ♦ h e  a n "  e  Y  i s  * ' n *r e l f  7  1 1' * 1 ] 1 1 1 ; e>> e»a .• n t r  > .. a <:. • i
a  a  m o d e 1 , I n  o r d e r  t o  h a ' - '  o a  : ’ '■ • t h  1 > ■ O ! ‘ ■ a  »M 1 'T a  t 1 ; >»; , t h e
a  t v ,e t l a i d ' :  r e  s h i s  e  ■ 11 1 r i n i f .  t > ■ ( . f ' n r r  o f  a  ! '/ r  a  n; 1 11 , w i t h
’ Vie u s e  r n  I n , -  > lO. J y '‘i t  t f e  v e r y  i n  i ' I ' -  t 11 e  ! o  w e  r  f d ] 1 h e  a  rti f r o m  
a l i g h t h o u s e  w t* 1 e h r r n t f n t  r  a n ' 1 1 i r p " t r  , ' t h e  on  o r*ini is < • (>
o f  t h e  r  v r  a m 1 ■ t I s  t V \ e V m d V o f  n Vi e p o n p l o  . '"f - e s  u n r  e ed ' rl
1 ■ ) ve  i'- ‘ a r e  m a 1 1 e r  , •" ,1 . - - f ■ 1 i >: > t j r f ’ ,'11"1 In. . 1 t o  me r  I 1 a u ■ ‘ ■ f e
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h i g h e r ,  e a c h  l a y e r  o f  s o c i e t y  more s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  f o u n d a -
I4,
t i o n  o f  t h e  p e u p l e . T h i s  f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
from w hat  C oyer  knew a t  f i r s t  hand In  h i s  own P r a n c e .  The 
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i e t y  w i t h  i t s  v a r i o u s  e s t a t e s  d i f ­
f e r e d  from t h e  abbft C oyer*3  i d e a l  p l a n  o n l y  i n  t h a t  h i s  own 
c o u n t r y  e g r e g i o u s l y  l a c k e d  th e  v i r t u e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o p e r a t e  
s u c c e s s f u l l y .  He p r o b a b l y  c h o s e  a h i e r a r c h y  s i m i l a r  t o  one  
w h ich  he knew t h e  b e s t  b e c a u s e  he w an ted  h i s  own n a t i o n  t o  
r e a l i z e  what w ou ld  hap p en  i f  v i c e  t o t a l l y  o verca m e  v i r t u e .
At su ch  a t i m e ,  C o y e r  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  
o f  h i s  pyram id  cru m b le  and f a l l  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  r o s e  up i n  
p r o t e s t . Each l e v e l  w o u ld  be a t  th e  t h r o a t  o f  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  
and d i s c o i d  w ould  o verco m e  harm on y . That  w ou ld  be t h e  cue  
f o r  a s t r o n g e r ,  p u r e r  n a t i o n  t o  s t e p  i n  and t a k e  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  c h a o s ,  ̂ I f  C oyer  saw t h i s  e v e n t u a l  down­
f a l l  f o r  F r a n c e ,  he p r e a c h e d  a g a i n s t  i t  f o r  r e a s o n s  d i f ­
f e r e n t  from t h e  t r u e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  The a b b 6 ' s  
k e y n o t e  was v i r t u e .  The R e v o l u t i o n  was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  more 
u r g e n t  q u e s t i o n s ,  su ch  a s  h u n g e r  and p o l i t i c a l  d i s s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n .  That Coyer  d i d  n o t  p r e a c h  d i r e a t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  
e l e m e n t s  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  th e m . H is  c o n c e r n s  w ere  c l o s e  
t o  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w h ich  l e d  t o  c i v i l  s t r i f e  i n  
P r a n c e  a t  th e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  but  C oyer  la w  them from  
d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e s .  He p r e d i c t e d  t r o u b l e  more from t h e  p e a s a n t s  
th a n  from t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  As f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o n t e n t ,
2 7 0
r a t h e r  t h a n  b l a c k  p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n s , t h e  a u t h o r  o h o s e  t o  
s u g g e s t  what  he  c o n s i d e r e d  more e f f i c a c i o u s  s y s t e m s  t h a n  
h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o n e .
What he s u g g e s t s  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  e n t i r e l y  c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  h i s  p r e v i o u s l y  s u g g e s t e d  p l a n s .  In  t h e  same a r t i c l e  
w i t h  h i s  s o c i a l  p y r a m i d , C oyer  a l s o  recommends a  b e e - h i v e  
n a t i o n ,  w i t h  d i s a v o w a l  o f  p r o p e r t y  and s o c i a l i s t i c  c o n t e n t ­
ment r e v o l v i n g  l i k e  s o  many s a t e l l i t e s  a r o u n d  t h e  k i n g ,  
who i s  t h e  f a t h e r ,  m o t h e r ,  and s a v i o r  Im a g e .^  T h is  c o n f u s i o n  
i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  f o r  a  g e n e r a l i z e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an  
i d e a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  he p r e s e n t s  i t  i n  P r e d i c a t i o n  i s  c o n ­
s i d e r a b l y  e a s i e r  t o  form t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l e a d i n g  m a g i s t r a t e  
and t h e  r u l i n g  p o w e r s .
About one  t h i n g .  Coyer  i s  adam ant:  hfc i s  a g a i n s t
am a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y .  I n  an a b s o l u t e  m onarch y ,  t h e  p e o p l e
7 Q
a c t  i n  b l i n d  o b e d i e n c e  w i t h o u t  freed o m  o f  s p e e c h .
"Le p l a i s i r  peu s e n t !  d ' u n  Roi q u i  r e g n e  p a r  l e  
s a n g ,  n ' e s t  pas  c o m p a r a b le  & c e l u i  d ' u n  Roi p ar  
I ' E l e c t i o n  d ' u n  P e u p l e  l i b r e  q u i  c o u r o n n e  ce  q u ' i l  
e s t i m e  A c e  q u ' i l  a i m e . " 9
R a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m o n o t o n o u s ,  p a s s i v e  o b e d i e n c e  t o  an a b s o l u t e  
r u l e r ,  t h e  abb #  C oyer  p r e f e r s  one  e l e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  h i s  v i r t u o u s  a c t i o n s . S i n c e  he i s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
and f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  e l e c t e d  r u l e r  w i l l  work e f f e c t i v e l y  
w i t h  th e m .  "Le R o i . l a  L o l  & l a  N a t i o n , t r o l s  f o r c e s  q u i  
p e s e n t  l ' u n e  s u r  l ' a u t r e ,  S q u l l i b r e  d i f f i c i l e . " 10 The f a c t  
t h a t  C oyer  had a l w a y s  had a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e s t e e m  f o r  t h e  
manner i n  w h ic h  E n g l i s h  k i n g s  and P a r l i a m e n t s  worked t o g e t h e r , 11
u n d o u b t e d l y  I n f l u e n c e d  h i s  o p i n i o n s  h e r e .  W hether  h i s  p o s i ­
t i o n  was I n h e r i t e d  a s  i n  E n g la n d  o r  e l e c t e d  a s  i n  P o l a n d ,  t h e
k i n g  s h o u l d  p r i m a r i l y  be a  f i g u r e h e a d  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ,  one
12who r e p r e s e n t s  w hat  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n  s t a n d s  f o r .  I n  t h i s  
r o l e ,  t h e  k i n g  a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  He
show s c o m p a s s i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f o r  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  and
■ 1"3r u l e s  a s  a  " r o i  p h i l o s o p h e . "
C oyer  saw a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  an  i m a g i n a r y  
e l e c t e d  k i n g  f o r  P o l a n d .  He d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  l e a d e r  a s  one who 
l e a v e s  h i s  n e i g h b o r s  i n  p e a c e ,  s o  he c a n  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  
d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  own n a t i o n ' s  l a n d  and r i v e r s  w i t h  f l o u r i s h i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  com m erce ,  and f i n a n c e .  He w i l l  h e l p  form t h e  
g r e a t  men who s h a r e  h i s  p o w e r s .  A l l  g o v e r n i n g  w i l l  be c o n ­
t r o l l e d  t h r o u g h  f r e e  s u f f r a g e  by a l l  c i t i z e n s .  He w i l l  
i m p r e s s  upon t h e  a r i s t o c r a t s  t h a t  t h e  s e r f s  a r e  a s  much 
d e s c e n d a n t s  from a n o b l e  and w o r t h y  t r i b e  a s  t h e y .  There
w i l l  be no more s e r v i t u d e ;  t h e r e f o r e  i n d u s t r y ,  a r t s ,  s c i e n c e s
14h o n o r ,  and p r o s p e r i t y  w i l l  r e i g n .  J u s t  a s  t h e  c i t i z e n s  
e l e c t  t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  t h e y  w i l l  a l s o  e l e c t  a  N a t i o n a l  A s se m b ly  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  m aking  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a w s . ^
C o y e r * s  m ain  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  l a w - m a k i n g  i s  j u s t i c e .
He r e p o r t s  a l m o s t  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  h i s  own e p o c h , ^  
and i s  a c u t e l y  aw are  o f  how he f e e l s  i t  s h o u l d  be i n  h i s  
i d e a l  s e t u p .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  v e n a l i t y  i n  
la w  J e o p a r d i z e s  t h e  l i v e s ,  f o r t u n e  and h o n o r  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s .  
The o b v i o u s  method t o  i n s u r e  j u s t i c e  i s  t h r o u g h  a p p o i n t m e n t
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by m e r i t  and t r a i n i n g .  On t h e  same s c a l e ,  t h e  la w s  and la w
o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  o p e r a t e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u -
18l a c e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  r i c h  and i n f l u e n t i a l .  Hence  e v e r y
19
man h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h i s  own l a w y e r ,  and t o  an  o p en  t r i a l .  
U n i v e r s a l  j u s t i c e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by p o p u l a r  l a w s  w i l l  i n s u r e  
t h e  p u b l i c  o f  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  r i g h t s .
T h ere  w i l l  be r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a n c e  ( f r e e d o m  from p e r s e -
20  21 c u t i o n  ) ,  f re ed o m  o f  s p e e c h  and o f  t h e  p r e s s .  Laws w i l l
be e n f o r c e d  by a  s y s t e m  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  and r e w a r d .  Rewards
a r e  f o r  d e s e r v i n g  c i t i z e n s ,  b a s e d  on  t a l e n t  and s e r v i c e :
22f o r  s c u l p t o r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  w r i t e r s ,  o r  m u s i c i a n s .  P u n is h m e n t s
a r e  f o r  a l l  s t a t i o n s  o f  men, n o b l e  o r  p e a s a n t ,  r i c h  o r  p o o r ,
21i f  t h e y  do n o t  a b i d e  by t h e  l a w s .  C oyer  h a s t e n s  t o  p o i n t
24o u t  t h a t  p u n i s h m e n t  i s  f o r  c r i m e s ,  and n o t  v i c e s  - - a n  
e a r l y  p l e a  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  and s t a t e . There  w i l l  
be l i t t l e  n e e d  f o r  s t r i c t  p o l i c i n g ,  b e c a u s e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  th e
home w i l l  be p o w e r f u l  and e f f i c a c i o u s ,  be i t  p a t e r n a l ,
2 5m a r i t a l ,  o r  m a s t e r  o v e r  s e r v a n t .  Such  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  
b r e e d  r e s p e c t ,  and o b v i a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o v e r b e a r i n g  e x t r a ­
home g u a r d i a n s .  S t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  h a p p i n e s s  and
2 6c o n c o r d ,  t h e  a b b 6  p e r m i t s  d i v o r c e  i n  h i s  s o c i e t y  w h ere  i t  
i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  s a v e  d i s c o r d  c a n  r e s u l t  from c o n ­
t i n u e d  u n i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  be f r e e  t o  r em a r r y  u n d e r  h a p p i e r  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  and w i l l  be more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  more c h i l d r e n ,  
p r o d u c i n g  more c i t i z e n s ,  t h e r e f o r e  a s t r o n g e r  n a t i o n .
273
Freedom t o  r e m a r r y  w i l l  a l s o  d i s c o u r a g e  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  v i c e .  
A g a i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e n e f i t s ,  f o r  a  v i r t u o u s  n a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g e r
t h a n  a  c o r r u p t e d  o n e .  S i n c e  C o y e r  was a g a i n s t  a l l  c r u e l t y ,
27from s p o r t s  ( b o x i n g  ) t o  la w  p u n i s h m e n t ,  he o u t l a w s  t o r t u r e
from t h e  s y s t e m  o f  j u s t i c e  and d u e l i n g  from s e t t l e m e n t  o f
2 0q u e s t i o n s  o f  h o n o r .  The abb £  c a r r i e s  h i s  d i s l i k e  f o r  
v i o l e n c e  i n t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  on  w a r s .  He i s  a g a i n s t
w a r s ,  b u t  f i n d s  them n e c e s s a r y  when t h e  n a t i o n ' s  s a f e t y
29i s  m e n a c e d .
" P u i s q u e  I ' E t a t  p e u t  & tre  a t t a q u S ,  c ' e s t  s a n s  
d o u t e  une g r a n d e  v e r t u  de  l a  d f t f e n d r e ;  q u ' e l l e ^ 0 
r e v i v e ,  & l a  bonne h e u r e ,  l e s  p r e m i e r s  p r i x . "
What h i s  i d e a l  c o u n t r y  m ust  p r a c t i c e  r e g a r d i n g  e c o n o m i c s
p l a y s  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  h i s  t h i n k i n g .  The t o p i c  o f  commerce
a l o n e  a p p e a r s  i n c o n g r u o u s l y  i n  q u i t e  u n l i k e l y  p a m p h l e t s ;  i t
a l s o  o c c u p i e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  h o n o r  i n  s e v e r a l  t r e a t i s e s  he
w r o t e .
B e i n g  a b l e  t o  e a r n  en o u g h  money t o  f e e d  and c l o t h e
31h i s  f a m i l y  i s  t h e  p r im a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r  e v e r y  man. A 
happy a nd  h e a l t h y  f a m i l y  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  h i s  s o c i e t y ' s  
e co n om y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  r e p r o d u c e  and t h e r e b y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  C oyer  n o t e d  w i t h  a la r m  i n  a l l  c o u n ­
t r i e s  he v i s i t e d  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  own, t h a t  f o r m e r l y  t h r i v i n g  
c i t i e s  w e re  f a l l i n g  i n t o  e c o n o m i c  r u i n - b e c a u s e  o f  a  d e p o p u ­
l a t i o n  c r i s i s .  He was n o t  a l o n e  i n  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  F c a n o e ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n  was n o t  w here  i t  s h o u l d  be i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  h i s  f i g u r e s  w ere  i n c o r r e c t ,  f o r  i n
;>yU
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n  i '  y  11 *  ■ r j  t  1  n  p  • '  * '  n  '  1  1  j r '  1 f \  r '  n  ‘ 1  f  • ' '  [  > n  <'  )  '  1 1  1  V  f  ’ r  > '  t  n  n  i | n M  1  1  1  V ,
W 1 n  f ’ f '  t  n n  V  W P I  1 1 1 i t - r  1 M f ’ ] ’ f * '  1 r ’ 1 Vj t  n  n  ri  ' I t 1 n  f]  '  ' I W P  I ! 1 ' P  i » U '  ’.-J 1 1 h  -
n u t  d p r n r n t .  1  o n  o f  t  d p i r  r  o n  1  t  1  n n  .  1 1  I n  1  n  t  o  n o r  1  1  n  y  i n  n n t  n
t ' h n t  1 n  r n v p v ' n  " c V i l o V o n  I n  p v p t v  n o t  "  n  a m  n a  1  w n  ,  h o  r  t  1  !  ]
O ' M  1  O  t  M  1  T 1 n  M  r  I  M  M  "  :  ■ f  l ’ l j n  t  U  y o u  "  - ( y  i  n  t  y  ,  I  1  i n  1  h “  ' 1 ' (  ‘
s e p a r a t e - b u t - e q u a l  p r o b le m  t h a t  d e m o n s tr a te d ,  t h e  f e a r  o f  
t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  abbA’ s own c o n c e r n  w i t h  
M a i n t a i n i n g  a  s t a t u s  quo r e g a r d i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x i s t e n c e .
I n t r i n s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  c l o u d  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  Coyer  
I d e a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  E very  man I s  e q u a l  b e f o r e  t h e  e y e s  o f  
j u s t i c e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  h i e r a r c h y .  A l l  c l a s s e s  
h a ve  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n g a g e  i n  comm erce,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  
a g r i c u l t u r e  s i d e  by s i d e ,  but  he a s s u r e s  t h e  n o b l e  t h a t  h i s  
s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be c h a n g e d .  I d e a l l y  t h e r e  w i l l  
be no more d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  " l e  t i e n "  and " l e  m ie n " ,  and  
y e t  t h e r e  w i l l  be m a s t e r s  and s e r v a n t s ,  r i c h  and l e s s  r i c h —  
t h e r e  w i l l  be no p o o r ;  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  he n e v e r  y i e l d s .
I r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  f o r  n i s  i d e a l  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  a r e  
o p p o s i n g  i d e a s ,  t o o .
The abbA*s t h u n d e r i n g  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s  i s  
s t r i k i n g .  And y e t ,  he b a s e s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and c u l t u r a l  
s u g g e s t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  p l a n  on c i t y  l i f e .  E v ery  
b l u e p r i n t  r e s e m b l e s  h i s  b e l o v e d  P a r i s ,  a  P a r i s  w h ic h  he 
n e v e r  s p a r e s  i n  ram pant  c r i t i c i s m  o f  I t s  e v i l s .  What im­
p r e s s e s  C oyer  t h e  m o st  a b o u t  P a r i s  i s  t h e  c o n s t a n t  co m p a n ion  
s h i p  o f  l u x u r y  and m i s e r y .  He shows m a g n i f i c e n t  " h & t e l s " ,
but  f i l t h y ,  p o o r l y  l i g h t e d  s t r e e t s ,  im pure  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,
k n
i n f e c t i o u s  h o s p i t a l s  and b u t o h e r s h o p s .
"A q u o i  bon c e t t e  r i v a l I t A  d 'A tejgdue  & de  p o p u l a ­
t i o n ?  P l u s  l e s  d e u x  C a p i t a l e s  / P a r i s  and L o n d o |^  
e n t a s s e r o n t  d'Hommes, p l u s  i l  y a u r a  d * i n f e c t i o n  
d a n s  1 1 a tm o sp h fc r e , p l u s  de  m a l a d i e s  "•ApidAmiques, 
p l u s  de  l u x e , p l u s  de c u p l d l t A ,  p l u s  de  c h e r t A  
d a n s  l e e  v i v r e s ,  p l u s  de  c r i m e s ,  p l u s ,  e n  un m ot ,  
e l l e s  c o r r o m p e r o n t  A d A v o r e r o n t  l e s  deux  E m p i r e s ,"
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The g r e a t e s t  e v i l  o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s  i s  t h e i r  c o r r u p t i n g  i n ­
f l u e n c e  on m o r e s .  T h i s  p o i n t  i s  t h e  r a i s o n  d*fe tr e  f o r  t h e  
L e t t r e  au  D o c t e u r  Ma t y . B e f o r e  u n v e i l i n g  h i s  p l a n  f o r
g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o r r e c t i n g  o f  v i c e ,  C oy er  l i s t s  t h e  r e a s o n s  
why P a r i s  n e e d s  h e l p .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  b e c o m e s  an  
o p e n  d o o r  t o  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ;  t h a t  f e a r  on  t h e  o n e  h a n d  and  
e x c e s s i v e  l u x e  on  t h e  o t h e r  p r e v e n t  b o t h  r i c h  and p o o r  men 
from  b e c o m i n g  f a t h e r s ;  o l d  men c o n t i n u e  a  l i f e  o f  l i b e r t i n a g e  
w h i l e  t h e  y o u n g  become o l d  b e f o r e  m a t u r i t y ;  t h e r e  i s  a l ­
w ays  e n o u g h  money f o r  p l e a s u r e  and  g o u r m a n d i s e  b u t  n e v e r  
e n o u g h  f o r  p a y i n g  d e b t s  o r  a i d i n g  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e ; e v e r y ­
t h i n g  g l i t t e r s  w i t h  g o l d  and gems w h i l e  b e g g e r s  l i n e  t h e
s t r e e t s ;  t h e  s t r o n g  l i v e  o f f  t h e  weak; money c a n  buy ajpiy-
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t h i n g  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  j u d g e  and  be j u d g e d .  I t  i s  
f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  C o yer  p l a c e s  h i s  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  away from  t h e  c o r r u p t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c i t i e s ,
4  '3
w h e r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c a n  be b a t h e d  i n  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  n a t u r e .
He a l s o  p l a c e s  t h e  i m a g i n a r y  P a t a g o n i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n
i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a .  C o y e r 1s m e n t a l  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a s p h a l t
and t h e  loam  e n d s  i n  a c o m p r o m i s e .  H is  r u s t i c  p e o p l e  a r e
c u l t u r e d ,  and t h e i r  communal e x i s t e n c e  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  an
i d e a l i z e d  P a r i s .  H is  i d e a l  c i t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on a  r i v e r .  T h er e
a r e  n u m erou s  b r i d g e s  t o  l i n k  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The
b r i d g e s  a r e  u n e n c u m b e r e d  by h o u s e s  and s h o p s  w h ic h  p r e v e n t
e a s y  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  men a n d  c o m m e r c e .  He l o c a t e s  a l l  h o s p i t a l s
and c e m e t e r i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  s o  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e
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i n f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a l t h y  by t h e  s i c k  o r  t h e  d e a d .  T h ese  
h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  o n l y  one  p e r s o n  t o  a  b e d .  V a c c i n a t i o n s  i n s u r e  
t h e  h e a l t h y  a g a i n s t  e p i d e m i c s  and c r i p p l i n g  o r  f a t a l  d i s e a s e s .  
S t r e e t s  a r e  p a v e d  and w e l l  l i g h t e d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  
p e d e s t r i a n s .  There  a r e  many t r e e s  and p a r k s  a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  c i t y  t o  g i v e  a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s - - a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n - -  
s u f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  f o r  e x e r c i s e  and f r e s h  a i r .  To b e a u t i f y  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e r e  a r e  s t a t u e s  and p a i n t i n g s  w h ic h  
a d o r n  a r t i s t i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e a t e r s ,  
and o p e r a  h o u s e s  f o r  t h e  p e u o l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e l i t e  a r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  s u p p l y  a d e q u a t e  s p a c e  f o r  c o m f o r t  and e n j o y ­
m e n t .  M u l t i p l e  f o u n t a i n s  a r e  u s e f u l  and d e c o r o u s .  A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e  r i d s  i t s e l f  o f  h e a v y  g o t h i c  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s  and t a k e s  
o n  t h e  g r a c e  and sym m etry  o f  Greek and Bonan e d i f i c e s .  T h is  
c i t y  i s  s a l u b r i o u s ,  t a s t e f u l l y  a r t i s t i c ,  and y e t  m a i n t a i n s  
t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t s  r u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  i t  i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
o f  t h e  V i l l e  de  l * E s p r i t  i n  I s l e  f r i v o l e . In  t h e  i d e a l  
c i t y ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e  h a p p y ,  h e a l t h y  and u n c o r r u p t e d  
l i v e s .  They h a v e  t h e  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  s e r v e  th e  n a t i o n  w h ic h  
t h e y  h e l p e d  t o  b u i l d  and where  e v e r y  f u n c t i o n i n g  e l e m e n t ,  
w h e t h e r  g o v e r n i n g  body o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  works i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f .
The c i t i z e n s  b a se  t h e i r  e v e r y  a c t i o n  on t h e  same h o n o r  
and v i r t u e  w h ich  g o v e r n  th e m .  There  i s  no q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a r t i a l  h o n o r  o r  h a l f - w a y  v i r t u e  t h a t  t h e  F r i v o l i t e s  e x h i -  
b i t e d .  There  i s  no p r o b le m  w i t h  i n f i d e l i t y ,  f o r  f a m i l i e s  
l i v e  i n  harm ony,  and d i v o r c e  i s  p e r m i t t e d  where  m a r r i a g e
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c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  p e a c e a b l y .  T h er e  i s  no d e b a u c h e r y  I n  y o u t h ,
47
u n f i t  and u n p r e p a r e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  Jobe a w a i t i n g  th e m ,
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  h a v e  c o r r e c t l y  r e a r e d  th e m .  Such  a
yuu ng  man b e g i n s  h i s  j o b  t r a i n i n g  a s  a b o y .  I n d o l e n c e
n e v e r  e n t e r s  t h e  p i c t u r e .  E v e r y  m an's  j o b  i s  p o s t e d  on
h i s  d o o r .  The j o b l e s s  a r e  t o o  asham ed t o  r e m a in  i n  t h e i r
48s h i f t l e s s n e s s .  The m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c i t i z e n ' s
49l i  f e  i s  s e r v i c e  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y , w h e t h e r  he be laym an or  
p r i e s t .  He b a s e s  h i s  m o r a l i t y  on  f e a r  co m b in e d  w i t h  hope  
f o r  and f a i t h  i n  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  and i t s  l e a d e r s . ' * 0 The 
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  so u n d  m o r a l i t y  i s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  and u p ­
b r i n g i n g .  The c h i l d  l e a r n s  by d o i n g ,  and t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s p e c t  
he h a s  f o r  h i s  t e a c h e r s , ^  The g r o u n d - r u l e s  f o r  m o r a l i t y  
and v i r t u e  a r e  t h e  same f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  a l t h o u g h  C oyer  
m a i n t a i n s  a  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  i n  t n e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  s t r a t a  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  t r i e s  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  s e e m i n g l y  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  o r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  e l e m e n t s  o f  h i s  i d e a l  s o c i e t y .  
There  i s  a  n o b i l i t y  i n  h i s  p l a n ,  b u t  he d o e s  n o t  b a s e
i t  on h e r e d i t y .  He c h o o s e s  t h e  n o b l e s  on t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
52m e r i t ,  by d i n t  o f  t h e i r  v i r t u e s  and t a l e n t s .  They 
l e a r n  t h e i r  t r a d e s  from t h e  b o t t o m  u p ,  l i k e  E n g l i s h  s a i l o r s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s t e p  u n p r e p a r e d  I n t o  a n  i n h e r i t e d  p o s i t i o n  a t
a n  a g e  when t h e y  a r e  h a r d l y  c a p a b l e  o r  m a tu r e  e n o u g h  t o
54p e r f o r m  t h e i r  d u t i e s  e f f i c a c i o u s l y .  T h ere  i s  no w a s t e d  
e t i q u e t t e  i n  c o u r t , ^  and no f a v o r i t i s m  shown i n  t h e i r  b e ­
h a l f ,  C 9 g . , no more s e r m o n s  p r e a c h e d  t o  p r a i s e  t h e  r i c h  and
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i g n o r e  t h e  p o o r . - ^ )  T h ere  i s  no o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  n o b l e s
57t o  t a k e  o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  what b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  p o o r  
f o r  t h e  n o b l e s  t h e m s e l v e s  t .re u n d e r  th? c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t .  The n o b i l i t y  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  “l a  Censure"  l i k e  
a l l  o t h e r  c i t i z e n s .  The r e s u l t  w i l l  be more l o y a l t y ,  more
r U
v i r t u e ,  and more r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .
C o y e r ' s  p l a n  f o r  i d e a l  c i t i z e n s  i s  s t r i c t l y  p a t r i a r c h a l .  
The f a t h e r  p l a y s  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  He must
h a v e  p e r f e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  h i s  w i f e ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  and h i s
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s e r v a n t s .  T h is  means t h a t ,  i n  su c h  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  
i t  i s  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e  c h e f s  de f a m l l l e  who must m a i n t a i n  an  
a c c e p t a b l e  m o r a l i t y .  Coyer  p r o p o s e s  a s y s t e m  o f  c e n s o r s  
who w i l l  c h e c k  up p e r i o d i c a l l y  on  a l l  h o u s e s .  There  i s  one  
c e n s o r  t o  e v e r y  t e n  h o u s e s .  T w elve  c e n s o r s  form a  t r i ­
b u n a l .  E v e r y  one  h u n d red  c e n s o r s  h a v e  g u a r d i a n s  who form a  
suprem e t r i b u n a l ,  "T r ibun aux  de J u s t i c e " ,  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  
p u n i s h m e n t  and  rew ard  s y s t e m  t h a t  g o v e r n s  th e  c o u n t r y .
The women i n  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  t h i n k  f i r s t  o f  a l l  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  
t h e i r  d u t i e s  a s  good  m o t h e r s  and w i v e s ,  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  They 
h a v e  h a p p y ,  h e a l t h y  p r e g n a n c i e s . ^  There  a r e  no more s e d e n -  
t a r y  l i v e s  and c o n s t a n t  c o m p l a i n t s  f o r  t h e  n i n e  month t e r m .  
They b r e a s t f e e d  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n  and n e v e r  b in d  them up 
( f c n a i l l o t e m e n t ) .  'They s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  b a b i e s  have  p l e n t y  
o f  e x e r c i s e ,  f r e s h  f o o d s  and f r u i t s ,  f r e s h  a i r ,  and c o n s t a n t  
p h y s i c a l  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s  (no  h a t ,  no s h o e s ,  c o l d  
b a t h s  e v e r y  d a y ,  a  s i n g l e  w e i g h t  i n  c l o t h e s  f o r  b o th  summer
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a nd  w i n t e r . L i v i n g  " n a t u r a l l y "  b e com es  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  men, women and  c h i l d r e n  a l i k e .
U n c o m f o r t a b l y  c o n s t r a i n i n g  c l o t h e s ,  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  
l a c e s  and r i b b o n s ,  g i v e  way t o  l o o s e r  f i t t i n g  s t y l e s  
w h ic h  a r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  and p e r m i t  m ovem ent .  S t i f f ,  powdered  
c o i f f u r e s ,  h e a v y  makeup and p e r fu m e s  d i s a p p e a r  a l t o g e t h e r .
Men and women l o o k  t h e i r  a g e  and a r e  n o t  ashamed o f  i t .  
I m a g i n a r y  i l l n e s s e s  s u c h  a s  v a p o r s  s t o p  a t  t h e  same t i m e .
They n e e d  few d o c t o r s ,  b e c a u s e  n a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
c u r e s . S u r g e o n s  a r e  an  e x c e p t i o n ,  but  a r e  r a r e l y  n e e d e d .
The f a m i l y  i s  a l w a y s  u n i f i e d  and h e l p f u l  i n  t im e  o f  i l l n e s s  
o r  n e e d .* 3*
In  t h e  i d e a l  f a m i l y ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  l o v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
and s h o w e r  them w i t h  a f f e c t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  e l d e s t  
d a u g h t e r  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  f e m a l e  c h i l d  t o  m a r r y ,  and t h e  e l d e s t  
m ale  t h e  s o l e  i n h e r i t o r  and t h e  o n l y  o f f s p r i n g  w i t h  an  
h o n o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  i n  l i f e ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  d i v i d e  t h e i r  a t t e n -
6 *5t i o n ,  h e l p  and p o s s e s s i o n s  e q u a l l y  among a l l  t h e i r  p r o g e n y .  
F a m i ly  l i f e  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a l l  a c t i o n .  S i m p l i c i t y  o f  
l i v i n g  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  away from a d e q u a t e  a m u s e m e n ts .
There  I s  p l e n t y  o f  good  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e a t e r ,  o p e r a ,  
and b a l l e t ,  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from what C o y e r 1s  own e r a  
knew .  The i d e a l  am usem ents  c o n s i s t  o f  o p e r a s  o f  n a t u r e ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o n j u g a l  h a p p i n e s s ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  o n e ' s  c o u n t r y ,  
o r  n a t i o n a l  h e r o e s .  An e x a m p le  o f  t r a g e d y  i s  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  
o f  a g r e a t  man who w a n ted  t o  t y r a n n i z e  a  w e a k er  o n e .  Comedy
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i s  g o o d - n a t u r e d  f a r c e . ^  Each p l a y  t e a c h e s  t h e  c i t i z e n s
t o  be u s e f u l  and  v i r t u o u s  and  t h u s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s t r e n g t h
67o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  '
A n o t h e r  h e l p  i n  n a t i o n a l  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  a  sou nd  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  H a th e r  t h a n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  o f  
E m i l e ,  o r  t h e  p r e / a i l i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s . C oyer  
w a n ts  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  M o n t a i g n e ,  L o c k e ,  P l u ­
t a r c h ,  X eno p h o n ,  and P l a t o .  i n  t h i s  w ay ,  t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  
l e a r n  a b o u t  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  l a n g u a g e s .  With t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  t h e  c h i l d ' s  body w i l l  d e v e l o p  a l o n g  w i t h
h i s  m in d .  C oyer  e n v i s i o n s  s u b j e c t s  on  t h e  a r t s ,  com m erce ,
68w a r ,  J u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and r e l i g i o n s .  He h a s  e v e n
69d e v i s e d  a  t y p e w r i t e r  s y s t e m  t o  t e a c h  b e g i n n e r s  how t o  r e a d .  '
T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h r o u g h  s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  a c c o r d i n g
70t o  th e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  b t a t e . Here C oyer  l e a v e s  h i s  t h e o r y  
o p e n  t o  a t t a c k .  He c h o o s e s  t h e  i d e a l  n o b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  w o r t h ,  
v i r t u e  and t a l e n t s . That  s h o u l d  mean t h a t  e v e r y  man h a s  
an  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  become n o b l e .  Y e t ,  i n  e d u c a t i n g  
t h e  y o u t h  of* t h e  n a t i o n ,  th e  ab b #  s e e s  f i t  t o  p r e p a r e  o n l y  
t h e  r i c h  and t h e  n o b l e  f o r  h i g h ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o s i t i o n s .
He c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  b a s i c  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and s i m p l e  c a l c u l a -
71t i o n  a r e  a l l  t h a t  t h e  p e u p l e  n e e d e d .  The r e l i g i o n  t h a t  
C oyer  i n c l u d e s  i n  h i s  p l a n  i s  t h e  o n l y  t im e  he  m e n t i o n s  r e ­
l i g i o n  p e r  s e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u t e  h i s  
i d e a l  s o c i e t y .
? R  1
We s n w  t h e  r e l i f r l o u r ;  o f  h l n  o w n  t i m e  a s  b a s i c a l l y  u s e ­
l e s s  a n d  u n p r o d u c t i v e  I n  t h e  l i t . a t e .  t ?  S i n c e  t h e  a b b e  I s  
a g a i n s t  c e l i b a c y , ^ 1 h i s  s o c i e t y  p r o b a b l y  a l l o w s  t h e  c l e r g y  
t o  m n r r . v  a n d  b e c o m e  f a t h e r s .  T h e s e  p r i e s t s  m u s t ,  l e a r n  t n  
s e p y o  t UP i r  c o u n t  r v  i c T M ’' '  t p c y  s e i ' v e  t . r . e  . ' i | t . n r ,  T h e r e
1 s  n e i t h e r  m i  r e  r s  M  t t n n  ' '  r m r  ! n r n i t  1 r j  :;q , e , j ■, m e  t ’l ’u c T  i c e
o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  is- t o l e r a t e d ,  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a i r p  r h a r t ; -
] I I ' j . l p i ]  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  s u r s ' o s t s  f‘n r  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  f’o y * ' r  
1 1 b e w 1 s  e  r- e e s  n o  ro .n  s  o p  t o  e p  1 1 r  h f o p  t h e  p e n  p \ e  o n  T d  a 1 I s  
n o  r e l i g i o n .  M v t  a  n ' t  f a l l a c i o u s  m a y  r e m a i n  a s
l o n e  a r' " h o y  a r e  h a  r ^ T ' a y ,
• ’n  V‘> r  !<>'•! ,-fi S O " o r s  f  U' *e  f o f  S ’ " f l u t  ; t n ! : en  e  -
r 1 1 t t | | p  ; . p  n i d c  : 1 a w  , p f i i r i ' c T ' '  , o r  ?;  >■ r  t a  i n  m  e n  1 ,  h e : ■ s I t ' 1
t Sc d o ' n o c  r a c y  wh i c h  s ’n y e T  s e e p s  t o  1 rr ■ t 1 1 ! , h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  
o f  t V i e  f ’ h .  l " p n . "  I n t o  c l a s s e s  p r e v e n t s  m a x i m u m  h e i r  f ' o p  t h > ‘
p e a s a n t s  w h o s o  ' M o r a !  l e  c o n s  I t  \ , ,rl ■ Ma un*  1. i m , Me f e e ! - -  a
f ' O r t. a  1 h  ;■ V U i n a t  h v  ‘ o r  f ■ - O ; ■ > - ' i r i  f ' " ' t  ' i l ' . - d  >' t e c ;  j e  , t ■ O r ' ; a  ' s  : ■ o  _
c a u s e  h e  c u r ' e  f r o m  '1 ' ' " ' ' I  1 1 t o w n  >;Viero u p  h,a S e j n s e  t’o r , I
w i t h  t t i r r r  ,  ' ! e  1' t a  1 n  ! V  1 ' 1 f  1 r ’ ■ ’ t P 1 + U  I ' < ■ ■ IT- ■ 1 ’ e  e  e  r  o  ;; i t V o f '
. . .  I , a  - t  o  w ', r  1 " [ , 1 : f  e  ! n i n e  n r *  ' '  a a ' ' ;  i 1 I T ■’ < '■ * a c t , ,  > -: ■ ] p  r j < ■
r  n  n  c  e  i n  , W a  a  t  °  ’1 e  r  ' '  n  y e  p 1 S r s ! I 1 i o n  m a y  h e ,  11 e  n  -* y f > p
s  * o p s  w n  r s  1 p j.r Cro- f i x '  r f a ' t ■ 1 e ' c c a u s e ,  a n d  n o p  s  1 >! e  t v ' t h a t
t h e y  a p e  ' p a ’ t , , v o  c a  h f ’ t t  c l '  1 o  * t m a c  • h e  t r  ' p f ■:: e p  t u r i f  ,
Pop t h e  a b b e ,  t Pe  pei i p 1 e a r e  t h e  f  nun d a t 1 o p  o r  t h e
c nun t r v , ? 1 '''hey a r e  t h e  t o M  u s e f u l ,  t h e  mos t  v 1 pt u n u‘ ■
and t i'*1 most  pe s i e <■-1 u I ' o :: * ■. ■ m > • p t < i e t s 11 p a t 1 op ,
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" II  l a b o u r s  nos  t e r r e s , 11 c u l t i v e  nos  j a r d i n s ,
11 f o u l l l e  nos  m in e s  & n o s  c a r r l f e r e s , 11 d e s s fe c h e  
n o s  o a r a l s ,  11 n e t t o y e  n o s  r u e ? ,  11 b a t i t  nos  raal-  
s o n s ,  St f a b r i q u e  n o s  m e u b le s  "79
T h e i r  u t i l i t y  I s  a. m ajor  r e a s o n  why C oyer  has  s u c h  r e s p e c t  
f o r  them and c o n t i n u a l l y  c o n t r a s t s  t h e i r  l i f e  t o  t h e  w a s t e d ,  
l a z y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y .  H ow ever ,  a  t e l l t a l e  r e ­
p e a t e d  p e r s o n a l  p r on o u n  I n d i c a t e s  why Coyer m a i n t a i n s  c l a s s  
d i v i s i o n s  i n  h i s  i d e a l  s o c i e t y ,  and why h i s  d e m o c r a c y  i s  
n o t  a t o t a l  d e m o c r a c y .  He i n c l u d e s  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  gr o u p  
o f  t h o s e  s e r w e d  by t h e  p e u f e l e . W hile  he  d e s p e r a t e l y  wants  
t o  a m e l i o r a t e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  he i s  n o t  a n x i o u s  t o  l o s e  
h i s  own p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  w or ld  by g i v i n g  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  
t o t a l  e q u a l i t y .  T h i s  v i e w p o i n t  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  abb6  
from h a v i n g  a p r o f o u n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h e i r  
w orth  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  p l a c e  them as  a sou nd  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  To m a i n t a i n  a f i r m  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  b a s e  must  
be s o l i d  and u n m o v in g .  T h is  c o u l d  be one r e a s o n  why he
p r e f e r s  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  p e a s a n t s  w i t h  a minimum o f  e d u c a t i o n
8 0and l i t t l e  r e l i g i o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  Both  a s t r o n g  r e l i g i o n  
and a b a s i c  s t u p i d i t y  a r e  u n i t i n g  f a c t o r s .  A u n i f i e d  p e o p l e  
w i t h  a  minimum o f  p h y s i c a l  d i s c o m f o r t  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  n a t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  v l s - & - v l s  c i v i l  s t r i f e .  He t r i e s  
t o  warn h i s  f e l l o w  a r i s t o c r a t s  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h i s ,  e v e r y  l i n k  
i n  th e  n a t i o i f c  c h a i n  w i l l  break  and a c h a o t i c  s i t u a t i o n
81w i l l  l e a d  t o  e v e n t u a l  s u b j u g a t i o n  by a s t r o n g e r  c o u n t r y .
ft PI f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  r e s p e c t s  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e n  a  r e c i p r o c a l  
r e s p e c t  r e s u l t s ,  f o r  s u c h  a r e s p e c t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  upper
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c l a s s e s  makes them s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  f e e l i n g s  and c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  the  p e o p l e .  I f  t h e i r  problems are  appar ent  and the  n o b l e s  
ar e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  them, t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  s e t  about  r e c t i f y i n g  
the  s i t u a t i o n .
C e r t a i n  o f  C o y e r * s  i d e a s ,  s u c h  a s  t o  t a x  t h e  r i c h  and
8 ̂g i v e  t h e  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  p o o r ,  w ere  h a r d e r  f o r  t h e  n o b l e s  
o f  h i s  d a y  t o  s w a l l o w ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  own f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  
was n o t  v e r y  r o s y  on  t h e  w h o l e .  But Coy<r f o r e s a w  t h i e  
p r o b le m  and made numerous d e t a i l e d  p l a n s  ( N o b l e s s e  commer-  
c a n t e ) t o  r e f i l l  t h e  n o b l e  p u r s e s .  H is  o v e r a l l  o u t l i n e  
i s  w e l l  p l a n n e d .  I f  t h e  n o b l e s  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s , t h e n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  econom y w i l l  b e n e f i t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  p e u p l e . The l a t t e r  w i l l  a l s o  a i d  t h e  
n a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t .  I t  i s  
u n d o u b t e d l y  f o r  j u s t  s u c h  a  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  a b b #  s e e s  no  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  d o i n g  away w i t h  a  c l a s s  s y s t e m  i n  h i s  i d e a l  
s o c i e t y .  The c h a n g e s  t h a t  he makes i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  n o b i l i t y  v i a  e l e c t i o n  f o r  w o r th  and v i r t u e ,  a r e  a l l  he  
n e e d s  f o r  h i s  p l a n  t o  run  s m o o t h l y .  C oyer  i s  p e r c e p t i v e .
He s e e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  a l l  t h e  c l a s s e s .  He 
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e i r  m o t i v a t i o n s  and c a n  p r e d i c t  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s .
H is  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u t e .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  a p a t h y  o f  th e  
e d u c a t e d  u p p e r  c l a s s  r e g a r d i n g  r e l i g i o n  v e r s u s  a t h e i s m ,
Coyer show s a p e n e t r a t i n g  v i e w  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ‘ s  r e a c t i o n .  The 
b o u r g e o i s  and n o b l e  r e l i g i o n  i s  s o  t e m p e r a t e  t h a t ,  i f  i t s
t h o
a d h e r e n t s  embraced a t h e i s m ,  t he y  would s c a r c e l y  l i f t  a
f l n c e r  t o  u p h o l d  I t ,  w h l l e t
" l e  p e n r l e ,  s ' l l  y d o n n o l t  s e f e r o l t  bri l l  e r
on h r i l l e r o l t  l e s  ant. r e s . " '
Few n r  h 1 n o on t  r-m po pa p 1 n r  I 'prorrd 7 oJ 1 ho now^r o f  n nnl t .  ed
o n p n l n o o .  A o . T ‘i ’^1 Ion n *' t p p ' r  i-irr.i'n t. m o n i t i o n s ,  nn h e e d ­
ed a s  ho y e p  rih^vr0 '1 them + o t lie -ivl'M n r n t r  , was o n e  f a c t - o r  
In t h e  ' i phf ' r ' o  l r a f t e p  l ‘f ' s  ,
" 1 1  r o'  i f  r  p e  I n  f ' i  1 r  , ! o f ' d i ' i ' 1 , ! e  f  v n  1 ,l , l a
^ n n t o ' i r  I p : '  r n r i H , l 1 i n - ’o l m  m  • '  m  id r h p r  ,
P  h r 1 rand a po ! op t pa 1t an a t 1 p M i l n  r e  d ep
PTT'r”1 r ( 1 p pa va po m ̂  n '1 d o <■ - t t <•> o f  a 11 v e ri (
n i l  ’ 1 1 p  1 o  "  e  i r ' i p t . p p  r l  e  " o r  i n  n  \  "  : ’ o n  S  [ V I  p  p e  f  -
r ■/> r t i f in l- | i 1 'i i "  1 pr ■: o '■ t'-u b ' s  an a , " 1
" v ■ (■ ? »i '■'.'/<■■■ i - 1 ' 1 ■> r -11'  \ . h.a 1 ri o p I • n t ;: , : 1 e a ' i f  —
*  f  * '  • * '  • 1 '  ■ "  1 ■ 1 ( '  r  i n  '  1 P ' l i ' P  ,  T h e  P  p  ‘ I P  h  1  0  1 TP : '■ ■ '' e  \ f  J ] r  t  n  • [
! l a b "  I p  t o u r  T 1 rvp] r j p  r h o w l  n r  i mw ° ' i n i  1 v t .hr r i c h  b e a t  d o w n
t h e  t j o o p , a n d  how t. h e  p o o r  S h o u l d  h e  r r a t e f u l  t h a t  t f i n j  p
I I vi '" w (' p <' " * a p o d  , '  a ' but  i " ; i ■ 1 n S f a n e ' ■ W h r pf ■ .V ' e  >' t p 1 e  r t
t o  >n n p r e a l  a • '  1 t u a t I o n  vh i < ’ h * h e  n o f  1 •11' t1 r °  f *1 p p* 'd * t ’ i p  —
n o p e  t r -  t. p 1 c»d a p a  1 n , w h fin m  pa h i  e d 1 •* n o t  " a r e  o r ,  ( t t o  >j paw
a p a r a l l e l  r  ] pr  ' ] m e t ■ ipi o e  w 1 t h t h e  1 o 1 i n h : 'O a -' u p. t '' , w b, o e l i t ' '
v;ap " t i l l  p o  pe  "i b~ e p a  [11 o t >:a vi t ,v f  t h e  t r 1 ■'1 <'  h r 1 ■ a s ' in t :1 .
'"he r e a a a n t o p  h i "  own t i  t  1 o n  h a d  n o  p o n  s e  p r 1 o n  s , ;r e  h a d
n o t  h i  n r  t o  ,d  yp  e y o p p t -  p i "  p o o h  w o pit ; hu t  e v e n  t h a t  d i ' 1 n o t  
b r i n e  h o m e  s  u f  f  1 e i m  t b r o a d  f o r  h i m s e l f  arid h I s  f a m l l v .  " 1 
W i t h  a f e u d a l  c y s t  em p p a e t l r n l t y  d e a d ,  t h e  l o r d  s t i l l  c o n ­
t r o l l e d  e v e p y  C a r e t  o f  t h e  p e n n a n t  ' a  l i f e .  He d i d  not .  t d v e
t h e  p e a s a n t  m o n e t a r y  a i d ,  d b !  n o t  h e i r  h i m i n t. lrr.es of '
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I n  luRt, I cp d VI n o t h i n ^  t n  h e i r  ma r r v  b.1s c h i l d r e n ,  and r e ­
a c t e d  t o w a r d s  him by  p e r s o n a l  wh l t n , 1̂
The l aw worker! a g a i n s t  t h e  p e n n a n t ,  t o o ,  Wi t h o u t
mon e v he had n o heir? 1 n t h e  c o u r t s . 0 "'
■' rn ye ns  i -is e e  -'•■jf' r 1s e n t  q i; r1 ' o n e s  ov pr 1 t ••
 ̂t i n r  1 n r ■ , s u e  In f o r t u n e  s | »■ n f">rr r u i V n t  hlanr'
r e  qu i  e s  t n o l r ;  ! a t i n t  1 t’o e s  t f  1 s t. e s nna 1 s e 1 ] e
c o n s  I d e m  a v e r  l e s  r a s u l s t e s  qui  n e  s e  trompent ;  
j a ma i s ,  qqe  j e s  (sens h l e n  ries ne  peuvent .  s e  [ inr-  
f e r  an r r l m e ,  s a n s  q n r  lqnr.  r en v e r s  ament  d a n s  ] es  
1 d e e y , q u e 1 q u e ’ F 1 1 r e  , S U e 1 q U e a ] 1 pri a t 1 on d * e s n r 1 t, ;
en 11n mo t ,  la l o l  l e s  v n 1t t o n  l o u r s  da ns  ! e  c a r
d e s  on f a n s ,  nn1 n ’ ont  m s  nr. s e n  de r a i s o n  pour  s o  
f a 1 r e  p r e n d r e ;  HI l i e u  nue  1 ■-> p m i r l p  en a T o u f o u r s
We r e s t e . " 0 "’
r,/i yon we r f’ a i i c>m ’■ 1 f> p bu r-r 1 “ n t b:in he r o> i 1 s m ■ in a .r e , 1 * s nm o -
I j no'- -1 rr- o i; n t *■ n t f. [vn>-t i; i i‘ ' op f ■ . 11 r - ! 1 ft h ‘ ■ O *' h 1 ' ?' o y e n u o
;,I 1 t p. r n u . b \ 1 t’i ,'p! '■ 1 l',( 1 II,' ' I n r ' * h e r ( VI 1' - t mi t ’ , (If'f I'", n 1 > [ f1 t V
pe i' e nqt  o f  ! h ’ I'P'iP'pi t ■' d i d  no!  hav*’ on o n  r h l and t rom wh i r  hi 
i n  f e n s  t . h e l r  f a m i l i e s .  Tver in a rood h a r v n ' t  ri a u s n n ,  
t V i ’n '.;n ■ ha re 1 v p n mp d ’ * o eat  , A f i f” 1 n <j y e a r  mu ‘e t Pp
s i t u a t i o n  1 m ror s ■ v d e . I f  hr  w e r e  r,o * a f  u pmr r , ' h e  ■ qe y of
a v a i l a b l e  Jrdr q r n ’'p 11 1 it- i n t o  m  rnrnn o v o r  m e n d i c a n c y ,  At 
e a e h i1 id p i p o r  p p i d P T l r  ' h e  p o o r  s 11 f f  e r e d o 1 ■ e t han e v e r ,  
t. n p qi ; f- r> t h e  e h | a r 1 t a 11 V1 nt'/ ' i ']  ! "'i* f" ] ' '  y r  t’p pp 1 f > ■ <' ' ■ r 1 on t 1 f  11 ]
n o r r 1 e n np n 11 a h t o  h e i r  t hem v e p y much.  “* ,i omen yi'i'p dpi  v ep
I n t o  r i y n r  M  t u M  a n  m o p e  f r o ™  no  v e  r  t v t h a n  f r o m  v V' e , ‘ ‘
T t. V’ nr. won d e v  t ha r t h e  a t ' be  '"n y e p  s oi j u h t f i r po t e r t
and h e i r  t h e s e  s u f f e r i n g  p e o p l e ,  r l t I r e n s  o f  h i s  own n a t i o n ,  
!fv t h e  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  t h e y  p o s s e s s e d  In t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  
‘' t a t o ,  h e  f ound t hev- * o  h.> wort  tiV-M- o f  h b '  e f f o r t s  t h a n  t h e
I n d o l e n t  , r  o p r  u n + oo r i c h .  'Tie p e n  j ■ 1 e  , c o y e r  be  : ‘  ....< t w , • r o
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honest, r e l i g i o u s ,  Tirtuous , and m ost  o f  a l l ,  useful. The
96Q uak ers  c o u l d  be a  go o d  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  c o p y .
I n  h i e  i d e a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  i s  no one w i t h o u t  means by w h ich
t o  l i v e .  E v e r y o n e  has  w o r k ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  r i g i d  b a r r i e r s  o f
97t r a d e  u n i o n s .  For  t h e  p o o r  t h e r e  a r e  no t a x e s .  A l l  t h e
p e o p l e  h av e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p r o p e r  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and
98m e n t a l i t i e s  ( m a r i o n e t t e s ,  t h e a t e r s ,  op&ra- c o m l a u e ). I n
t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  e v e r y o n e  knows t h a t  " l e  p e u p l e  e s t  done  composft  
99d 1 homines . "
A l l  t h e  men i n  t h e  abbft C o y e r 1s s o c i e t y  a r e  h a p p y .  He 
s e e s  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  k i n g ,  and a l l  
t h e  p e o p l e  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  w e l l  o i l e d  m a c h i n e .  One h e l p s  and  
c o n s t r a i n s  t h e  o t h e r  bo as t o  p r e v e n t  c r im e  and v i c e  and t o  
p r o v i d e  c o m f o r t  and s e c u r i t y .  To form t h i s  n a t i o n ,  C oyer  
c o m b in e s  t h e  e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  P o l a n d ,  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  
G e n e v a ,  t h e  commerce o f  E n g la n d  and H o l l a n d ,  and th e  mores  
and c i t i z e n s h i p  o f  t h e  Q u a k e r s .  Many basic ideas r e s e m b l e  
thoBe o f  M o n t e s q u ie u  and V o l t a i r e ,  but  h i s  c i t i z e n s  a r e  
more u r b a n e  and i n d u s t r i o u s  t h a n  t h e  T r o g l o d y t e s  and more 
w o r l d l y  and e d u c a t e d  t h a n  C andide  o r  I ' I n g f i n u .  T h is  u t o p i a  
i s  n o t  f a r  from t h e  i d y l l i c  s t a t e  d e s c r i b e d  by H o u s s e a u ,  
l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  c h a o s  o f  u n c i v i l i z e d  man i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t im e  and t h e  c o r r u p t e d  p r o d u c t  o f  h i s  own e p o c h .  P er h a p s  
C o y e r ' s  s y s t e m  was t h e  n e x t  o s c i l l a t i o n  t o w a r d s  a  p u re  
s t a t e  t h a t  R o u s s e a u  f o r e s a w  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  g o o d  and  
e v i l  i n  t h e  u n f u r l i n g  o f  t i m e .
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F o r  a l l  t h e  l i k e n e s s e s  t h a t  t h i s  I d e a l  s o c i e t y  may 
hav e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  w r i t e r s ,  I t s  patm rnlfearIs  C o y e r * s .
He d e v o t e d  h i s  l i f e  t o  I t .  E v e r y  p u b l i c a t i o n  was p r o p a g a n d a  
f o r  i t .  A l t h o u g h  he n e v e r  l i v e d  t o  know I t ,  many o f  h i s  
p r e d i c t i o n s  came t r u e ,  a  l a r g e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  im p o r ­
t a n t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w ere  a d o p t e d  In a l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n , a n d  
q u i t e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  them a r e  s t i l l  i n  p r a c t i c e  
t o d a y .
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CONCLUSION
In  any  s o c i e t y  men who a c q u i r e  and e x e r c i s e  p o w er ,  
w e a l t h  o r  t a l e n t  l e a v e  an  I n d e l i b l e  mark upon t h e i r  w o r l d .  
T h e i r  p o s t e r i t y  I s  s h a p e d  by t h e i r  s p e c i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  
and I n e s c a p a b l y  i t  r e a c t s  s o m e t im e s  g r a t e f u l l y ,  s o m e t im e s  
i r a s c i b l y  t o  th e m .  O n e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  c u l t u r a l  
h e r i t a g e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  s e l e c t i v e  and d i s c r i m i n a t o r y .  I t  
w ould  be d i s i n g e n u o u s  n o t  t o  a c k n o w le d g e  t h e  o v w w h e l m i n g  
c u l t u r a l  d e b t  t h a t  we h a ve  t o  L u t h e r  o r  C a l v i n  o r  p o p e s  
or g e n e r a l s .  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e x e r c i s e d  pow er  o r  had t a l e n t  
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r im e  c o n d i t i o n i n g  a g e n t s  i n  our  own 
t h i n k i n g .  T h e i r  r o l e  was i m p o r t a n t .  Today we a r e  p a i n ­
f u l l y  aware  o f  o u r  f a i l u r e  t o  r e s o l v e  a  w h o le  c o m p lex  o f  
p o l l t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m s . To t h e  
e x t e n t ,  i n  o u r  c o n f u s i o n  and d e s o l a t i o n ,  t h a t  we a r e  l o a t h e  
t o  blame m e r e l y  o u r s e l v e s ,  we t e n d  t o  r e i n t e r r o g a t e  and r e ­
e x a m in e  our  p a s t .  We a r e  no l o n g e r  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  p a r t i a l  
and p a r t i s a n  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  n o r  c a n  we a c c e p t  a sk ew ed  o r  
c a v a l i e r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  we h a v e  l o s t .  As we have  
e n l a r g e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  o u r  I n q u i r y ,  t h e  o l d  e l i t e s  a r e  no  
l o n g e r  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  g u i d e s .  We have  a  s h a r p e r  s e n s i t i ­
v i t y  t o  h i d d e n ,  i n c o n s p i c u o u s  o r  i g n o r e d  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h ,  o f  
t h e i r  own w i l l ,  h a v e  begun t o  im pose  t h e m s e l v e s  upon u s :
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u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  a  m a s s i v e  c u l t u r e  o f  p o v e r t y ,  t h e  
d i s p o s s e s s e d  w i t h i n  o u r  m i d s t .  We a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n i i n v e r ­
s i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  s o c i a l l y  and  p o l i t i c a l l y  b u t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y .  
S c h o l a r s  h a v e  r e f l e c t e d  and  i n  p a r t  i n s p i r e d  t h i s  m a l a i s e  
w h ic h  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  o u r  v i e w  o f  t h i n g s .  
We a r e  b e c o m in g  more r e s p o n s i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  t o  t h e  u n ­
o b t r u s i v e  o r  o b s c u r e d  o r  t i m i d  o r  u n v o c a l  e l e m e n t s  a r o u n d  u s .
In  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b i o g r a p h i c a l  e m p h a s i s  
o n  g r e a t  men h a s  f o c u s e d  on t h e  d a r k e r  r e c e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  s u c h  a s  S t a r o b i n s k i  on R o u s s e a u  o r  E r i k  E r i k s o n  on  
M a r t i n  L u t h e r .  O t h e r s  s o u g h t  t o  b r o a d e n  o r  d e m o c r a t i s e  t h e i r  
v i e w  by e s c h e w i n g  p e r s o n a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  g r e a t  t h i n k e r s  
i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e m e s  w h o se  g r e a t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
make them t h e  e x c l u s i v e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e i r  e x p o n e n t s ;  th e m e s  
l i k e  a n g u i s h ,  f o l l y ,  h a p p i n e s s ,  ur  n a t u r e  w h ic h  m a n i f e s t e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  on e v e r y  l e v e l  o f  c o n s c i o u s  and s u b c o n s c i o u s  l i f e *  
w h ic h  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  m e m b e r sh ip  i n  a n  academ y o r  a c c i d e n t  o f  
b i r t h  o r  m a t e r i a l  s u c c e s s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  ( e g . ;  R o b e r t  M a u z i ' s  
L 1ld&e du b o n h e u r . J e a n  E h r a r d ' s  L 1id f te  de La n a t u r e , M i c h e l  
F o u c a u l t ' s  H i s t o i r e  de  l a  f o l l e . )
H i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s  i m p o v e r i s h e d  by t h e  
d e f e r e n c e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p a y i n g  t o  p r i v i l e g e d  g r o u p s ,  t o  
s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  t o  h e r o s , and t o  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s .  J u s t  a s  
t h e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  h a s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s  and t h e  
s o c i o l o g i s t  t o  t h e  d i s i n h e r i t e d , s o  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  f a c e l e s s .  G e o r g e s  L e f e b v r e ,  L e r o y  L a d u r i e ,  and P i e r r e
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G o u b er t  h a v e  s o u g h t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t  whose  m a s s i v e  
d e m o g r a p h ic  and s o c i a l  w e i g h t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  
m e a s u r e d .  S o b o u l , Cobb and Bud& h av e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u r b a n  
m a s s e s  who l i k e  d e l  e x  m a ch ln a  e n g i n e e r e d  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n ­
d i s c r e e t l y  and i n e l u c t a b l y .  I n  t h e  same way,  l i t e r a r y  h i s ­
t o r i a n s  h a v e  begun  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g  
t a l e n t  and v i v a c i t y  o f  V o l t a i r e ,  t h e  s t r i k i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  
S c l a t  o f  d * A le m b e r t  and B u f f o n ,  and t h e  e x c i t i n g  v e r v e  
and e l e c t r i c i t y  o f  D i d e r o t  were  n o t  t h e  norm o r  e v e n  th e  
sum o f  t h e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t .  T h e i r  v e r y  g e n i u s  p l a c e s  them on  
t h e  p e r i p h e r y  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  t h e i r  c e n t u r y .
Somewhere b e l o w ,  m a r g i n a l  i n  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  way,  
b a r e l y  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e i r  own r e f l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  shadow c a s t  
by t h i s  O lym pus,  s u b s i s t e d  t h e  s c o r e s  o f  w r i t e r s ,  t h i n k e r s ,  
a r t i s t s  and f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s  who, t o o ,  b e l i e v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
e n l i g h t e n e d .  I n  o u r  c o n t e x t ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  m a s s e s ,  t h e  f a c e ­
l e s s  , t h e  n a m e l e s s  a n d ,  I t  must n o t  be f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  
I t  w o u ld  be a b s u r d  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  by t h e i r  number o r  t h e i r  
a g g r e g a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  a  more g e n u i n e  and  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e n l i g h t e n m e n t .  But u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e y  r e p r e ­
s e n t  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  e n l i g h t e n m e n t . The abb® C oyer  was 
one o f  th e m .  The s t u d y  o f  su c h  a man w i l l  n o t  y i e l d  as  
much a b o u t  w r i t e r s ,  s o c i e t y  o r  t h e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a s ,  f o r  
e x a m p le  G o u b e r t 1s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B e a u v a i s i s  r e v e a l e d  a b o u t  t h e  
Old R i g i m e .  But t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  one man a s  a  s e g m e n t  
o f  an u n ta p p e d  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  com bined  w i t h  o t h e r s
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o f  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ,  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p r o d u c e  a  b r o a d e r ,  r i c h e r  
and more f a i t h f u l  p e r s p e c t i v e  from w h ic h  t o  v i e w  t h e  p e r i o d .
G a b r i o l  F r a n c o i s  C oy e r  was m o d e s t ,  t i m i d , s o l i t a r y , and  
u n i m p r e s s i v e  i n  s t a t u r e  and p e r s o n a l i t y . He b e l o n g e d  t o  
t h r e e  a c a d e m i e s  and s a t  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  Frftron and P a l i s -  
s o t ,  but  he n e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  any  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  beyond h i s  
a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h .  He p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
w e l l - k n o w n  s a l o n s ,  but  t h e  b a ro n n e  d ' H o i b a c h  a v o i d e d  
r e c e i v i n g  him a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  He p r o b a b l y  a p p l a u d e d  
a r i b o l d  poem, r e a d  by some new l i b e r t i n e  w r i t e p ,  but  s u r e l y  
b l u s h e d  i n s i d e . He knew and v i s i t e d  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  i n k e e p e r  
o f  F e r n a y ,  but  was h u m i l i a t e d  i n t o  p a c k i n g  and l e a v i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  day  by t h e  s h a r p  to n g u e  o f  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  h i m s e l f .
H is  m ain  c o n c e r n  i n  l i f e  was h i s  c a r e e r  and t h e  r ew a r d s  
he h o p ed  t o  r e c e i v e  from i t .  He w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  same t o p i c s  
a s  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  who r e p e a t e d  o r  r em o u ld ed  what th e  
1 1 t e r a r y  c e n t e r s  o f  g r a v i  t y  p u b l i  s h e d . T h is  m i l d - m a n n e r e d , 
n o n - v i o l e n t  r e l i g l e m t  s e t  f o r t h  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p l a n  f o r  a 
new g o v e r n m e n t ,  and y e t  he r e m a in e d  s t o l i d  and u n c h a n g i n g  
a l l  h i s  d a y s .  He d e v o t e d  a t  l e a s t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  e v e r y  one  
o f  h i s  works t o  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  but  w h i l e  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  ttJre home l a t e  a t  n i g h t  t o  t h e  l u x u r i o u s  home o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  who p r o v i d e d  f o r  h im ,  w h ose  name had b e e n  c e l e b r a t e d  
f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  he  p r o b a b l y  c h o s e  tita c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  
t o  a v o i d  s u l l y i n g  h i s  v e l v e t  r o b e s  by f a l l i n g  d e t r i t u s  o r  
c a r e l e s s l y  t o s s e d  s l o p s  from t h e  s h a m b l e s  o f  t h e  d i s i n h e r i t e d
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he p a s s e d .  At e v e r y  t u r n  he r e p o r t e d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  u s e l e s s  f a d s  and v i c e s  o f  t h e  same s o c i e t y  he  worked  
h a r d  t o  r i s e  h i g h  enough  t o  j o i n .
What k i n d  o f  w o r ld  w ou ld  t h i s  " p r S t r e  s a n s  p r l t r i s e "  
h a ve  p r e f e r r e d ? The c o u r a g e  and s i r a p l i c \ t y  w h lc h  Coyer w an ted  
t o  r e s t o r e  i n  t h e  F ren ch  p e o p l e  had g i v e n  way t o  a  f r i v o ­
l o u s  and l a x  l i f e .  E g o t i s t i c a l  s o c i a l  a s p i r a n t s  pantom im ed  
e v e r y  f a c e t  o f  l i f e  s e t  f o r t h  by t h e  c o u r t  f t l i t e .  A c t i v i ­
t i e s ,  d r e s s  and l a n g u a g e  b e t r a y e d  a  c a n k e r e d  s o c i e t y .  The 
g o v e r n m e n t  and t h e  c o u n t r y * s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  m ora l  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e m o s t  i n h a b i t a n t s .  
Coyer would  have  rem o u ld ed  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t o  a macrocosm  
o f  h i s  i d e a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  f a m i l y .  A r o y a l  f a t h e r - f i g u r e ,  
t o  be e l e c t e d  by t h e  " e d u c a te d "  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a c e , 
w o u ld  i n s t i l l  a  new and c l e a n  e n e r g y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  
Freedom , j u s t i c e  and v i r t u e  would  tr iu m ph i n  both  p u b l i c  and  
p r i v a t e  d o m a i n s .  C o y e r * s  l i t e r a r y  a u d a c i t y  was c o n s i d e r a b l e .
He d i d  n o t  d e f e n d  th e  C a l a s  f a m i l y ,  b u t  he s t o o d  up s t r o n g l y  
f o r  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  p e a s a n t r y .  He d i d  n o t  e d i t  a  mammoth 
e n c y c l o p e d i a ,  b u t  h i s  B a g a t e l l e s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  tem p eram en t  
o f  h i s  t i m e .  H is  t r e a t i s e  on e d u c a t i o n  and h i s  d e f e n s e  o f  
t h e  w o r k in g  nob lem an  a r e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  and p o l i t i c a l  e co n o m y .  W h i le  no one  
now speaks o f  C o y e r * s  h i s t o r y  o f  S o b l e s k i ,  t h e y  do  read  what  
t h e  C h e v a l i e r  de J a u c o u r t  and V o l t a i r e  borrow ed  from i t  i n  
t h e i r  own p u b l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  P o l a n d .
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U n a b le  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  r i g o r o u s l y  d e v e l o p e d  p l a n ,  t h e  
abbli  d i f f u s e d  h i s  e m p i r i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  w o r k s .  The r e s u l t i n g  e f f e c t  was one o f  d i s ­
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,  and t a u t o l o g y — d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  
f e r v i d  i n t e n t i o n s , R e p e t i t i o n  o f  im a ges  a s  w e l l  a s  i d e a s  
and a s t a r k  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  l a n g u a g e  t e n d e d  t o  o s s i f y  n o t  
o n l y  what he  w a n te d  t o  s a y ,  b u t  a l s o  h i s  e f f e c t  on  h i s  
r e a d e r s  and t h e i r  o p i n i o n  o f  him a s  an  a u t h o r .
W h i le  Coyer was k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  many a r e a s  ( a n c i e n t  
and modern h i s t o r y ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m o r a l i t y ,  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  l a w ,  s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g i o n ) ,  and w r o t e  a b o u t  a l l  o f  them,  
he a l w a y s  c h o s e  p r o s e  a s  h i s  g e n r e .  He a d m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  
t h a t  he was no p o e t ,  and h i s  s i n g l e  a t t e m p t e d  d r a m a t i c  
o u t l i n e  i s  f a r c i c a l  a t  b e s t ,  A J o u r n a l i s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e r a  
o f  r e g u l a r  p r e s s ,  he had t h e  v i t a l i t y  but  l a c k e d  t h e  m a s t e r y  
t o  r e a l i z e  a t r u l y  i m p r e s s i v e  and d i s t i n c t  s t y l e .  S t a u n c h  
and r e l i a b l e ,  h i s  p r o s e  was r e g u l a r l y  p r a i s e d  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  
c e l e b r a t e d .  The abb *  was u n d o u b t e d l y  q u i t e  proud t o  h a v e  
one o f  h i s  own works i n c l u d e d  m i s t a k e n l y  i n  a vo lum e o f  
D i d e r o t ' s ,  and t o  have  V o l t a i r e  h i m s e l f  a t t r i b u t e  th e  P an-  
s o p h e  l e t t e r s  t o  h im .  What an h o n o r  f o r  him t o  l e a r n  t h a t  
t h e  y o u n g  q u e e n  was r e a d i n g  and e n j o y i n g  h i s  m ora l  t a l e s !
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  ab b *  was t r u e  t o  h i m s e l f  and c a n d i d  i n  
h i s  s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n .  He r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  works  were  g o o d  
and s o l i d ,  but  s i m p l y  n o t  among t h e  b e s t  o r  g r e a t e s t .  He 
n e v e r  s o u g h t  p i t y ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  He a s k e d  t o
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be Jud ged  f o r t h r i g h t l y ,  w i t h  j u s t i c e ,  he  s a i d .  H is  aim  
was a l w a y s  " g l o i r e " — r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  what t h e  G r e e k s  c a l l e d  
a r e t e . He l a b o r e d  f o r  i t  a l l  h i s  l i f e ,  o n l y  t o  be d i s a p ­
p o i n t e d  and d i s i l l u s i o n e d  a t  t h e  e n d .  For  he d i e d  u n c e r ­
t a i n  o f  t h e  d e s t i n y  of his l e g a c y  and d e s p a i r i n g  t h a t  g l o r y  
r a r e l y  r e a c h e s  o u t  t o  t h e  m a r g i n .
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et. C o r d l e r ,  c h e v  Funhr >,  e t  c h e /  Vve . D e v a u x ,  ari X - l - 0 1 ,
 . Developpement et  d e f e n c e  d e  la Noblesse oommer-
yante . Amsterdam find Par i s  i iAichesne , 17^7.
' O m i s s i o n  o f  p u b l i s h e r ,  p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  o r  d a t e  
w i l l  o c c u r  o n l y  where  t e x t s  find s u p p l e m e n t a r y  r e s e a r c h  have  
f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  In some c a s e s  I have  
p r o v i d e d  l i b r a r y  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  code  when no o t h e r  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e .
1 0 ?
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 . D1 s c o u r b  Bur l a  s a t y r e  c o n t r e  l e a  p h l l o s o p h e s .
r e p r f s e n t t e ^ > a r  une trou pe ou*un p o i t e  p h llo so p h e  
f a i t  y l v r e . 4 approurfte par un a ca d em ic ia n  q u l a  
Aea p h l lo s o p h e s  pour c o l l& g u e a . A A t h in e s : chez l e
L i b r a l r e  A n t i - P h l l o s o p h e  , 17& 0.
 . E t r e n n e s  aux  m o r t s  e t  aux  v l v a n s . ou p r o . l e t
u t i l e  p a r t o u t  o& 1 1 on  e s t  m o r t e l . En d e u x  c h a p l t r e s .
A l a  V al ' lJe  de J o s a p h a t ,  1 ? 6 8 .
 . L c t t r e  au D o c t e u r  M a ty , S e c r e t a i r e  de  l a  S o c l t t t
R o y a le  de  L o n d r e s . a u r  l e s  G&ants P a t a g o n s . B r u x e l l e s :  
1 7 6 7 .
 . L e t t r e  au H. P .  B e r t h l e r  s u r  l e  m a t e r i a l l a m e .
Gci^S v e : 1 ? 5 9 .
 . La m ag le  d f a o n t r f t e . A P a r l e ,  l e  23 de l a  Lune
de  G a s l e u , 1 * an  8 8 . de  n o t r e  Trans f i g u r a t i o n ,
 . Les  M a s q u e s . B .N .  c o t e :  R S e . L i  3 - 7 .
W r i t t e n  i n  by hand on t h e  t i t l e  page  o f  t h i s  co p y  i s :  
" C e t t e  b r o c h u r e  f u t  s u p p r i m i e . "
 . La N o b l e s s e  c o m m e r c a n t e . London and P a r i s ;
D u c h e s n e ,  1 7 5 6 .
 . N o u v e l l e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  s u r  1 1 A n g l e t e r r e . par  un
v o y a g e u r . P a r i s :  Vve D u c h e s n e ,  1 7 7 9 .
 . CEuvres c o m p l e t e s . 7 V o l s .  P a r i s :  Vve D u c h e s n e ,
1 7 3 2 - 1 7 8 3 .
I I .  C ontem porary  P u b l i c a t i o n s
"L*Abb# C o y e r ,"  B l b l l o t h & q u e  U n l v e r s l t a l r e  de Genfeve. V o l .  3 .  
G en eve :  c h e z  J o e l  C h e r b u l i e z ;  P a r i s :  mSme m a i s o n ,
184-6, Pp.  1 8 6 - 2 0 7 .
A g u e s s e a u  ( d 1 ) .  D l s c o u r s  e t  q e u v r e s . Nouv. S d . ,  augmentAe  
de p l u s i e u r e  d i s c o u r s  e t  de  s e s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  & s o n  
f i l s .  P a r i s :  Les  L i b r a i r e s  A s s o c i S s ,  3 7 7 1 ,  2 V o l s .
A l e s  de  C o r b e t , ( o u  A l e s ,  P i e r r e - A l e x a n d r e  d 1,. V ic o m te  de  C o r b e t ,  
pofete  e t  • c o n m m i s t e . )  N o u v e l l e a  o b a e r v a t l o n a  s u r  l e s  
d e u x  ajret&aes de  l a  n o b l e s s e  com m ercante  ou a l l l t a i r e . 
B .N .  c o t e :  Rfts. 8 °  L I3 .  2 9 ( 1 5 )
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A l l e t z ,  Pons-Augustin. D lct ionnalre  dee r lc h e e se s  de l e
lamrue franoolse  e t  dm n io lo g lsn e  aul s / y  e s t  l n t r o -  
O u lt . . .  Paris:  Saugrain, 1770.
A n q u e t i l - L u p e r r o n ,  A b r a h a m - H y a c i n t h e . L e g i s l a t i o n  o r l e n t a l e . 
Ouvrage d an s  l e q u e l ,  e n  m o n tr a n t  q u e l s  s o n t  e n  T u r-  
q u i e ,  e n  P e r s e  e t  dan s  l ' I n d o u s t a n ,  l e s  p r l n c l p e s  
fo n d a m en ta u x  du g o u v e r n e m e n t  , on p r o u v e : 1 °  Que l a
raaniAre d o n t  j u s q u ^ c i  on  a r e p r e s e n t s  l e  d e s p o t i s m e ,  
q u l  p a s s e  p o u r  S t r e  a b s o l u  dan s  c e s  t r o i s  S t a t s ,  ne  
p e u t  q u ' e n  d o n n e r  une  id S e  a b s o l u m e n t  f a u s s e ;  2 f tu 'en  
T u r q u i e ,  e n  P e r s e  e t  d a n s  l ' I n d o s t a n ,  11 y a un co d e  
de l o i x  S o r i t e s ,  q u l  o b l l g e n t  l e  P r i n c e  a i n s i  que  l e s  
s u j e t s ;  3 Que d a n s  c e s  t r o i s  S t a t s  l e s  p a r t i c u l i e r s  
o n t  d e s  p r o p r i S t S s  e n  b i e n s , m e u b le s  e t  i m m e u b l e s , 
d o n t  i l s  J o u i s s e n t  l i b r e m e n t .  B .N .  c o t e :  F . 1 6 0 2 0 .
A r c ,  (ou  A r c q ) P h i l i p p e - A u g u s t e  de S a i n t e - F o i x ,  C h e v a l i e r  d ’ .
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Pierre Pauple, 1741, Vols.
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_____________  L e t t r e s  |  S o p h i e  V o l l a n d . Andrft B a b e l o n ,  e d .
P a r i s : G a l l i m a r d ,  1 9 3 0 ,  3 V o l s .
_____________. L e t t r e  s u r  l a  l i b e r t y  de l a  p r e s s e .  P r o u s t ,  M.
J . ,  e d .  P a r i s :  E d i t i o n s  s o c i a l e s ,  1 9 6 3 .
__________ . CEuvres c o m p l e t e s . A s s A z a t ,  e d .  P a r i s :  G a r n ie r
F r A r e s , 1 8 7 5 ,  20 V o l s .
_____________. (E u v r e s  p h l l o s o p h i a u e s . l l t t f t r a l r e s  e t  cirama-
t i o u e s  de  D i d e r o t . 1 7 7 3 . London: 1 7 7 3 ,  5 V o l s .
D u c l o s . C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u r  l e s  m oeurs de  c e  s l S c l e . 1 7 5 1 ,
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_____________. V oyage  e n  I t a l l e  ou C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u r  1 11 t a l l e
dar.s CEuvres c o m p l e t e s . P a r i s :  B e l i n ,  1&21, 3 V o l s ,
pp .  6 1 0 - 7 3 7 .
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R f t ? r i < a j 7 . 2 9 T ^ -------------------------------
F o u g e r e t  de  Monbron. La C a p ! t a l e  deB G a u le s  ou l a  n o u v e l l e  
B a b l l o n n e . La Haye: 1 7 5 9 - 1 9 6 0 ,  2 tom es e n  1 V o l .
_____________. P r f t s e r v a t i f  c o n t r e  1 * a n g l o m a n l e . M in orq u e ,
1 7 5 7 ,  5 5 “p p .
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p h l l o s o p h l a u e  e t  c r i t i q u e  a d r e s s f t e  & un s o u v e r a l n  
d * A l l e m a g n e  d e p u l a  1 7 5 3  . lu s a u ’ e n  1769  / p a r  Grlnua e t  
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M a g d e le in e  e t  C i e , - 1^58^ 2 ~ V o l s .
V i g n o s ,  J . - B .  M a u r i c e .  H i s t o i r e  d e s  d o c t r i n e s  s u r  ] 11mp&t 
en  F r a n c e . Les  Q r l g l n e s  e t  l e s  d e s  * ' . ^  Dlxme
R o y a le  de  Vauban  ̂ P a r i s : B r i i r e , 1 9 0 9 .
W e i* s .  A r t i c l e  o n " C o y e r" ,  B i b l l o g r a p h l e  u n i v e r s e ! l e .
M ichaud ,  J o s e p h - F r a n ^ o i s , e d .  P a r i s :  Miciiaud f r f e r e s ,
1 8 5 5 ,  IX .
IV .  U n p u b l i s h e d  C ontem porary  M a n u s c r i p t s
" A r r e s t  de l a  Cour de P a r l e m e n t  p o r t a n t  c o n d a n n a t  ’e
p l u s  i e u r s  1 i  v r e s  e t  a u t r e s  ou v r a g e s  im p r im is  E x t r a i  t s
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d e s  r e g l B t r e s  d e  P a r l e m e n t ,  du 23 Jftn. 1 7 5 9 .  P a r i s :  
I m p r im e r ie  J a c o b ,  1 7 5 9 ,  22  p p .  BHVP c o t e : 1 0 6 9 l 4 ( n ° 2 ) .
“A r r e s t  de  l a  Cour de P a r l e m e n t  du 21 mal 1 7 6 5  ( q u i  o r g a n i s e  
l e s  c i m e t i S r e s  de  P a r i s ) . "  P a r i s :  I m p r i m e r i e  de  
P .  Q. S im o n ,  1 7 6 5 ,  11 PP. BHVP c o t e :  1 3 8 4 5 0  ( T . 4 4 , n ° 8 3 ) .
“A r r e s t  de l a  Cour de P a r l e m e n t ,  du 3 s e p t .  1 7 6 5 ,  s u r  l ' A t a -
b l i s s e m e n t  de h u i t  n o u v ea u x  c i m e t i & r e e ." P a r i s :  P . - G ,
S im o n ,  1 7 6 5 ,  4 p p .  BHVP c o t e :  4 0 1 7 7 1 .
“Deux dem andes d ' a u d i e n c e  de  C oyer  A M a l e s h e r b e s . "  B .N .  c o t e :  
Ponds f r . n . A . 3 3 4 7 .  F o s . 146  e t  1 4 9 .
" L e t t r e s  du C h a n c e l l o r  de  Lam oignon  & M a l e s h e r b e s  a u t - s u j e t  de
S o b l e s k l . “ B .N .  c i t e :  Fonds f r .  n .A ,  3346  P °  1 0 8 ,  1 1 0 ,
"Deux l e t t r e s  de  C oyer  & M a l e s h e r b e s . "  B .N .  c o t e :  Forids f r .
n . A . 3 3 4 7 .  F ob 1 53  e t  1 4 3 .
" L e t t r e  du l i b r a i r e  D u ch esn e  & M a l e s h e r b e s  au s u j e t  de  
1 * i n t e r d i c t i o n  de  1 h i s t o i r e  de  b o b l e s k l  e t  d e s  
c e n t r e  fat jons  q u i  s ' e n  l m p r i m a i e n t . “ B .N .  c o t e :
Fonds f r .  2 2 . 1 9 1 .  F° 3 0 1 .
" P r o j e t  d ' a r r f c t  du C o n s e i l  p o r t a n t  s u p p r e s s i o n  de S o b l e s k l .
M inute  d e  l a  m ain  d e  M a l e s h e r b e s  s u i v i e  de  s e s  n o t e s
c r i t i q u e s . "  B .N .  c o t e :  Fonds f r .  n . A .  3346  F° 1 1 0 / 1 5 2 .
^ B i b l i o t h i q u e  H i s t o r i q u e  de  l a  V i l l e  de  P a r i s  i s  
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VITA
J a n e  Payne K a p la n  was born  I n  Richm ond,  V i r g i n i a  on  
3 O c t o b e r  1 9 3 7 ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  
o n l y  g i r l .  She p r e p a r e d  f o r  c o l l e g e  a t  John  M a r s h a l l  H igh  
S c h o o l  i n  Richm ond.  I n  19 59 s h e  was g r a d u a t e d  from th e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  i n  Chapel  H i l l  w i t h  a B .A .  
d e g r e e  In  E d u c a t i o n  w i t h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  F r e n c h  and  
S p a n i s h .  A f t e r  a  y e a r  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  t e a c h i n g ,  sh e  r e c e i v e d  
an  NDEA F e l l o w s h i p  f o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  B a t o n  H o u g e , w here  s h e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h e r  d o c ­
t o r a t e  i n  F r e n c h .  R e c i p i e n t  o f  a F u l b r i g h t  F e l l o w h s i p ,  sh e  
s p e n t  t h e  y e a r  1 9 6 3 - 6 4  i n  f 'rance  . I t  was h e r e  t h a t  s h e  met  
and m a r r i e d  a f e l l o w  F u l b r i g h t  s c h o l a r ,  S t e v e n  L a u r e n c e  
K a p l a n .  Upon r e t u r n i n g  from t h i s  y e a r  a b r o a d ,  s h e  t a u g h t  
F re n c n  on a  p a r t t i m e  b a s i s  a t  Y ale  U n i v e r s i t y .  The f o l l o w ­
i n g  y e a r  s h e  became a f u l l - t i m e  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  S o u t h e r n  Con-  
n e c t l c u t  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  i n  New H aven .  From 1 9 6 7 - 6 9  t h e  
K a p la n s  were  i n  P a r i s ,  w here  t h e i r  s o n  L a u r e n c e  was b o r n .  
S i n c e  h e r  r e t u r n  t o  New H aven ,  J a n e  K a p la n  has  b e e n  a p ­
p o i n t e d  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  o f  F r e n c h  a t  Q u i n n i p i a c  C o l ­
l e g e  i n  Hamden, C o n n e c t ! c u t .
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